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PRESIDENT:  Yes.

SECRETARY:  Congressman Mills.

CONGRESSMAN MILLS:  Good morning.

PRESIDENT:  You doing all right?

CONGRESSMAN MILLS:  Yes sir, I see you’re still busy.

PRESIDENT:  Well, you’ve got lots of problems there looks like this week with our debt and our taxes or do you feel reasonably comfortable about them?

CONGRESSMAN MILLS:  I do about the debt ceiling, but I’m a little concerned about this motion of Burns’ on these excise – retail excise – taxes.

PRESIDENT:  Let me ask you’d do this quietly, try to look over that House, have your clerk do it or somebody and let’s take the Democrats that might be pressured into going against us  that we might save like Fogherty or the Rhode Island boys or some of that kind of stuff, Massachusetts and give me a list and let me see so some of our folks could quietly talk to them.

CONGRESSMAN MILLS:  I’ll have that list this afternoon.

PRESIDENT:  Just put it in plain blank paper and I’ll have Larry O’Brien drop by your office late this afternoon and pick it up.

CONGRESSMAN MILLS:  That’ll be fine.

PRESIDENT:  How are you doing on Mills’ bill?

CONGRESSMAN MILLS:  I don’t know. It looks like we getting ready to vote.  We’ve looked at a great number of possibilities.  One of the things that disturbs me a little bit is this present increase in these taxes on Social Security going into effect in ’66 and ’68.  Part of what may end up doing is spacing that a little bit further than the present law.  I’m afraid of the – of the – reaction to two or a $2½ billion take from the working people and on $4,800 of income right at the time when we may begin to soften a little in the economy.

I don’t know whether you’ve talked to Walter and others about it, but this could make it impossible for us to carry it forward with a balanced budget at that time.

PRESIDENT:  Well I – I trust your judgment and I think it . . .

CONGRESSMAN MILLS:  I say that’s existing (INAUDIBLE).

PRESIDENT:  Yeah I know that.

CONGRESSMAN MILLS:  If we can make some changes in that and spread this tax to where the full effect is not in ’68 but in say ’70 or ’72 or three I think we’re better off.  

PRESIDENT:  Well I think that we’ve got this thing wrapped up and all of us in good shape if we can have anything that’s reasonable in that field.  I spoke in New York and Pennsylvania in the last two days and as of now, and it can change mighty quick, but as of now, we are in the best shape that I believe we could be in.

And I’ll tell you this the most important – the most single most important – popular thing is the bill you’re working on.  There’s no question in my mind about it.  If you get something you can possibly live with and defend that these people will not kick over the bucket there.  That’ll mean more than all the bills we passed put together and I think it’ll mean more to posterity and to you and to me.  So, I’m not trying to go into the details and I’m not trying to write a section every morning or title.  I just let it go since I talked to you last time and hadn’t done anything, but I’ve looked at some of the stuff that’s being considered and the press and other people, and it looks like to me that you’re approaching it right and that you’re getting into shape.  And I just say this that there’s not anything that’s happened in my six months or that will happen in my whole time in my judgment that’ll mean more to us as a party or me or you as individuals than this piece of legislation.  Now, you – the details I look to if you don’t know more about it than I do like Mr. Avernue (ph) say we wasted a hell of a lot money on West Point if these generals don’t know more than I do.  Now, if you don’t know more about ways and means than I do you haven’t been applying yourself and I know you have, but you work it out.  And anything you want me to do let me know and any these if you want Walter or Dillon or anybody to give us any estimates let’s do it.  Let’s make it sound and solid, but let’s move in this direction and it’ll be a bill that you and your folks will never forget and I’ll come in and applaud you.

CONGRESSMAN MILLS:  Well we’re making effort to do so.

PRESIDENT:  Well grind something out of there and let me know anything that I need to know.

CONGRESSMAN MILLS:  All right, sir.

PRESIDENT:  And be sure to get me that list.

CONGRESSMAN MILLS:  I’ll do it.

PRESIDENT:  Thank you, Wilbur.

CONGRESSMAN MILLS:  Thanks so much, bye.

