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JOHNSON:  . . . on the appointment of an acting attorney general?

MALE #1:  No sir.  

JOHNSON:  Do you know anything about it?

MALE #1:  No sir.

JOHNSON:  It says that they can’t appoint acting one for over 30 days.  Do you know what meeting he’s attending?  He’s in some meeting somewhere out of the building.

MALE #1:  I do know that’s true though, that you’re restricted to appointing acting cabinet officers for a maximum of 30 days by the law.

JOHNSON:  Well they say you can appoint a acting secretary, but you can’t appoint acting attorney generals over 30 days.

MALE #1:  No I thought it was more general than that, but . . . 

JOHNSON:  I don’t think so.

MALE #1:  Well I can get the . . .

JOHNSON:  Lee – Lee sent me a memo and you don’t know where he is, do you?

MALE #1:  I’ll find him though.

JOHNSON:  Tell him to call me.  I’m going to talk to the attorney general 11:30 and I’d like to get boned up on it a little bit beforehand.

MALE #1:  Yes sir.

JOHNSON:  You worked – looks like you did a good job on your Social Security, saved it didn’t you?

MALE #1:  Well I think you did a good job.  Now Joe Craft called me and wants to do a story and I’d like some guidance as to the kind of story I should tell him to do on the medical care.

JOHNSON:  Oh I think that I’d just – I’d just cut him on exact – do what you did.  I think I’d just say that this is a bill for all Americans.  Most people think it’s just for old people, but it starts everybody where they can start putting in their – buying their own insurance ahead of time and that you worked out the program.  It would appeal to the most forward-looking Republicans and that you got one that’s got 20 percent of the Republicans roughly.

MALE #1:  Now he wants to – he wants to – emphasize your part in the – in getting this bill through.  I told him that up until the last minute it looked like it was pretty even, but we got some additional votes.

JOHNSON:  Well I think you ought to say that – that I had the general counsel to talk to these men and to get a consensus and that’s what legislation is.  It represents the majority viewpoint.  That you got an area where 20 percent of the Republicans could stand with 80 percent of the Democrats, or whatever the percentage is . . .

MALE #1:  All right.

JOHNSON:  And that that’s what we did.  I don’t want to leave the impression we twisted arms or . . .

MALE #1:  All right.

JOHNSON:  . . . forced individuals, but I’d say that we had a – we did what we do on a lot of legislation, we found a broad area of agreement and this is – while we don’t know whether it’ll ever pass the House or not, this is further than it’s gone in the 15 years that we’ve been working on it . . .

MALE #1:  All right.

JOHNSON:  . . . since ’49 and that I’d tell him what you did.

MALE #1:  Oh I’d – I, you know I’ve follow the – I think I serve you best if my name never appears in any columns.

JOHNSON:  All right.

MALE #1:  So . . .

JOHNSON:  You be your own judge of that, but anyway tell the area of agreement.  He ought to on our side with all the things we’ve done because we’ve got 45 of the 50 bills passed, but he writes a little bit – cuts at us once in awhile like we are not as liberal as Kennedy or something.  I don’t know.

MALE #1:  Well he wants to be helpful.  I know you have.  If I can give him some guidance he’ll do it.

JOHNSON:  Well you just give him some and tell him that the there are three big things that we are running into.

MALE #1:  All right.

JOHNSON:  Once is peace, one is prosperity and one is Medicare.

MALE #1:  All right.

JOHNSON:  And the polls show this morning coming out Friday that the party best to keep U.S. out of war, Democrats 44, Republicans 20, no difference 20, no opinion 16; 44, 20, no difference 20, no opinion 16.  Part best to keep country prosperous Democrats 53, Republicans 21.  And tell him the next biggest one is Medicare and about 60 percent of the people are for it and about 20 percent against and 20 don’t know what they’re doing.

MALE #1:  All right.

JOHNSON:  So that’s what we are really – we’re really trying to do something for the people.  We think the average mother wants peace, she wants her husband to have a job and they’re looking for something to take care of them in their old age and that’s what we’re trying to do is give them a government that appeals to them.

MALE #1:  All right.  All right I’ll see if I can get him to write something along those lines.

JOHNSON:  Thank you.

MALE #1:  Yes sir.

