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[The setting is inside a large convention-type hall.  The camera makes a sweep of the audience.]  

Announcer:  In 1960, the nation’s governors approved a resolution urging the Congress to pass health insurance legislation.  

[The setting then switches to a shot of President Dwight Eisenhower standing at a podium while making comments.]  And in 1961, the first White Conference on Aging, appointed by President Eisenhower, recommended health insurance for the elderly.  

[The scene then switches to a shot of the U.S. Capitol building.]  But despite all the support, the Medicare bill was defeated by a close vote in the Senate in 1962.  

[The setting switches to President Lyndon Johnson standing behind a podium as he makes his remarks.]  In 1965, President Lyndon Johnson made it a top priority.  He had this to say:

President Johnson:  Our older people are likely to be hospitalized three times as often as younger people, but their income is less than half that of people under sixty-five.  The end result is what – they then turn to public welfare.  This is not the American way. 

[The camera makes a sweep of those sitting in the room.  A marble fireplace is the backdrop.  The camera then switches back to President Johnson.]  Now, the Social Security Health Insurance Plan, which President Kennedy worked so hard to enact, is the American way.  It is practical.  It is sensible.  It is fair.  It is just.

