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[Still photographs are shown as the announcer makes his remarks.]

Announcer:  There is one thing stronger than all the armies in the world, and that is an idea whose time has come.  [A shot of the words “An Idea” is shown.  A still photograph of five of the founding fathers appears, followed by a side shot of the U.S. Capitol building.]  Time after time throughout all of recorded history, it has been the power of the idea that has triumphed.  [A picture of a movie theater news headline, “F.D.R. Signs Security Bill” appears on the screen.  The setting then switches to President Franklin seated at a large table signing a document.]  And on August 14th, 1935, social security became an idea whose time had finally come.

[The announcer is pictured standing in front of a black marble wall as he makes his comments.]  The concept of social insurance was not a new one in 1935 when President Delano Roosevelt signed the Social Security Act into law.  In fact, the concept for social insurance was first proposed by Revolutionary War hero and author, Thomas Paine.  

[A still photo of Thomas Paine is pictured, followed by another still shot of the document, “Agrarian Justice,” and later, specific paragraphs of the document.]

In the winter of 1795, Payne wrote “Aggrarian Justice.”  In this pamphlet, Paine called for the creation of a national fund to which all landowners would contribute ten pounds sterling per annum during life to every person who was fifty years old or older so that they could live well in old age and go out decently.

[The setting is in an open room.  A Paine re-enactor, presumably, dressed in colonial-style clothing is sitting at a table writing with a quill pin.]  

Thomas Paine Re-enactor:  We as a nation must have the resolve to establish a national fund that will take care of men once they are fifty years of age, and to all who work on the farm.  This will enable our older men, who have served this nation, to live a decent life in old age.  Thomas Paine, 1795.

[Another still shot of Thomas Paine is shown.  The words, “Social Insurance,” is flashed across the screen.]  

Announcer:  Thomas Paine had proposed a revolutionary concept that would eventually be adopted by every industrial nation in the world - social insurance.

[The setting switches again to the announcer as he makes his comments.  Persons are walking behind him.]  It took nearly one hundred years before any nation would consider the merits of a social insurance system.  But when the industrial revolution took hold in Europe in the mid-1800s, the idea of social insurance was no longer considered far-fetched.

[Two still shots of Autovonn Bismark (sp?) are shown.]  In 1881, Autovonn Bismark of Germany proposed the Prussian Plan, which made Germany the first nation in the world to provide social insurance to older people and disabled workers.  The Prussian Plan was the forerunner to modern social.

