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[The setting is the steps of the U.S. Capitol Building.  Red, white, and blue streamers drape the columns and the front of the building.  President Reagan stands at the presidential podium as throngs of onlookers stand to their feet and applaud.]

Announcer:  Social Security Trust Funds appeared to be in danger, President Reagan and the Congress worked together to quickly pass the 1983 amendments to the Social Security Act.

[The camera switches to a face shot of President Reagan.]  President Reagan:  This bill demonstrates for all time our nation’s iron clad commitment to social security.  It assures the elderly that America will always keep the promises made in troubled times a half a century ago.  It assures those who are working that they, too, have a pact with the future.  From this day forward, they have our pledge that they will get their fair share of benefits when they retire.  And this bill assures us of one more thing that is equally important:  It’s a clear and dramatic demonstration that our system can still work when men and women of good will join together to make it work.  

[Audience applauds as President Reagan sits at a table and signs a document.]

