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masses to continue to live under capitalism. In reality we are
fighting to improve the living standards of the masses; when revolu-
tion comes it will be because the rulers of this country have
proved that there is no other way out, that there is no other way
toward a secure life.

It is worth remembering, that after 1776, when our Declaration of
Independence acted as the spark that set fire to the democratic revo-
lution in France and throughout Europe, the reactionary forces of
the world fought against the “dangerous” ideas that were supposed
to be “imported from America.”’” Today the same comedy is repeated
but this time the revolution is said to be “imported from Moscow.”
In both cases, the deep reality behind the nonsensical slogan is that
the country attacked is the one that is showing the way to the solu-
tion of the problem of the people. “Moscow”, that is the Soviet
Union, has adopted complete social insurance, has solved unemploy-
ment, is improving the living standards of all the people, is enor-
mously expanding its economic life. Do a better job, or even just
as good, and “Moscow” will be not the slightest danger.

Present proposals which, while denying real unemployment insur-
ance, would enact some new alien and sedition laws, to crush down the
growing demand for a better life, also recall moments in the past
history of our country. We had a period of alien and sedition laws
in the early 1800’s, also adopted and carried out in the interests of
established property and designed to crush a democratic movement
arising from the masses of the people. The party which sponsored
those laws went down in disgrace and defeat, the laws were repealed
after long suffering and struggles, those against whom the alien and
sedition laws were directed came into direction of the affairs of the
country. Any attempt to solve today’s problems by alien and sedi-
tion laws will be as futile as those of the times of Madison and
Jefferson.

There is no substitute, there is no way to avoid, the demand for
full unemployment, old-age, and social insurance. Its denial will
only accelerate the growing revolutionary mass unrest, intensify the
social struggles. The Wagner-Lewis bill is a transparent attempt to
sidetrack this demand. The new legislation against the Communist
Party is only a futile attempt to silence the movement. Neither can
succeed. Only the workers’ unemployment, old-age, and social in-
surance bill can satisfy the aroused masses of the useful people, the
working people, of the United States.

The CHarRven.  All right, Mr. Browder. Mr. Amter.

STATEMENT OF I. AMTER, NEW YORK CITY, REPRESENTING THE
NATI ONAL UNEMPLOYMENT COUKCIL

Mr. AMTER. | represent here the National Unemployment Coun-
cil, the national organization of the unemployed of this country, with
a membership of approximately 500,000. I speak also in behalf of
the 17,000,000 unemployed in the United States who with their
families suffer the bitterest want and destitution.

The unemployed of the United States are against the Wagner-
Lewis bill and brand it as a fraud against a large section of the popu-
lation, viz, the unemployed and their families. This bill has been
brought in to the United States Congress in order to offset the cam-







































