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SOOAL SECURITY 
Office of the Inspector General 

MEMORANDUM 

Date: S~ptember 5 , 2001 

T .Larry G. Massanari
0. Acting Commissioner 

of Social Security 

ReferTo: 31249-23-209

From: Inspector General 

Deeming of Income to Establish Initial Eligibility for Supplemental Security Income 

Recipients (A-05-99-21005) 
Subject: 

The attached final report presents the results of our audit. Our objective was to 
evaluate the adequacy of the Social Security Administration process for detecting 
deemable income of spouses and parents when establishing initial eligibility for 
Supplemental Security Income recipients. 

Please comment within 60 days from the date of this memorandum on corrective action 
taken or planned on each recommendation. tf you wish to discuss the final report, 
please call me or have your staff contact Steven L. Schaeffer, Assistant Inspector 
General for Audit, at (410) 965-9700. 

James G. Huse, Jr. 

Attachment 



OFFICE OF

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL


SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION


DEEMING OF INCOME TO 
ESTABLISH INITIAL ELIGIBILITY 
FOR SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY 

INCOME RECIPIENTS 

September 2001  A-05-99-21005 



���

���

���

���

���

���

���

���

Mission 

We improve SSA programs and operations and protect them against fraud, waste, 
and abuse by conducting independent and objective audits, evaluations, and 
investigations. We provide timely, useful, and reliable information and advice to 
Administration officials, the Congress, and the public. 

Authority 

The Inspector General Act created independent audit and investigative units, 
called the Office of Inspector General (OIG).  The mission of the OIG, as spelled 
out in the Act, is to: 

� Conduct and supervise independent and objective audits and 
investigations relating to agency programs and operations. 

� Promote economy, effectiveness, and efficiency within the agency. 
� Prevent and detect fraud, waste, and abuse in agency programs and

operations. 
� Review and make recommendations regarding existing and proposed

legislation and regulations relating to agency programs and operations. 
� Keep the agency head and the Congress fully and currently informed of 

problems in agency programs and operations. 

To ensure objectivity, the IG Act empowers the IG with:


� Independence to determine what reviews to perform.

� Access to all information necessary for the reviews.

� Authority to publish findings and recommendations based on the reviews.


Vision 

By conducting independent and objective audits, investigations, and evaluations, 
we are agents of positive change striving for continuous improvement in the 
Social Security Administration's programs, operations, and management and in 
our own office. 
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