
Notes and Brief Reports 

Benefit Rights Under 
Unemployment Insurance, 
April-June 1 9 4 8 

Of the 1.5 million claimants who 
established benefit rights during 
April-June 1948, 55 percent were eli
gible for the maximum weekly benefit 
amount and 44 percent were eligible 
to receive the maximum weekly bene
fit amount for the maximum dura
tion. The proportion of new insured 
claimants eligible for the maximum 
weekly benefit amount ranged from 
19 percent in Maine, where the maxi
mum was $22.50, to 86 percent in Ne
vada, which paid a maximum of $20. 
In eight other States, this proportion 
was more than 65 percent. In the 
nine States with the highest propor
tion of payments at the maximum, the 
statutory maximums ranged from $15 
in Florida to $25 in Alaska and Utah. 

The average weekly payment for 
total unemployment rose during this 
quarter from $18.54 in April to $18.99 
in June. The trend in individual 
States was mixed, however. In only 
14 States did the average weekly pay
ment increase in both May and June. 
These 14 States, however, included 
three of the largest—California, New 
Jersey, and New York. In New York 
the average payment increased $1.48 
during the quarter, mainly as a result 
of the increase from $21 to $26 in the 

statutory maximum weekly benefit 
amount effective June 7. 

In June 1948 the average weekly 
payment was more than $20 in eight 
States but less than $15 in 13 States. 
In North Carolina, where only 5 per
cent of the new insured claimants 
were eligible for the maximum weekly 
benefit amount of $20, the average 
weekly payment for total unemploy
ment was less than $11. 

On the average, new insured claim
ants were entitled to 21.5 weeks of 
benefits. This average potential du
ration of benefits varied widely, how
ever, from 12 weeks in Arizona to 26 
weeks in New York. In these two 
States and 13 others, the duration of 
benefits was uniform for all eligible 
claimants. In the remaining States 
the duration varied with the claim
ant's previous earnings or employ
ment record. In seven of these States 
the average potential duration dif
fered from the maximum potential 
duration by more than 5 weeks. 

During the quarter, 210,000 claim
ants exhausted benefit, rights, after 
drawing about 18 weeks of benefits on 
the average. Except in the States, 
that provide a uniform duration of 
benefits for all claimants, the claim
ants who exhausted benefits were gen
erally entitled to several weeks less, 
on the average, than the claimant, 
group as a whole. The number of 
claimants who exhaust benefits dur
ing April-June is considerably influ
enced by the fact t ha t three large 
States—Illinois, Massachusetts, and 
New York—begin uniform benefit 
years during that quarter. Very few 
of the claimants in these new benefit 
years—none in New York, in fact— 
can possibly exhaust benefits in the 
quarter. 


