
Notes and Brief Reports 
Employment Covered by 
Social Insurance 

Estimates of covered and noncov­
ered employment for selected Indus­
tries, presented in the December 1947 
B U L L E T I N on a fiscal-year basis, are 
shown here for the calendar years 
1946 and 1947 (table 1). 

More than 60 million persons were 
in the civilian labor force in an av­
erage week in 1947, with the labor 

T A B L E 1.—Estimated employment covered 
by old-age and survivors insurance and by 
unemployment insurance, and employ­
ment in selected noncovered industries, 
calendar years 1946 and 1947 

[ I n mill ions; data corrected to June 30, 1948] 

Type of employment 

Calendar 
year 

Type of employment 

1946 1947 

1. Employment i n an average week: 
Civilian labor force 57.5 60.1 

Unemployed 2.3 2.1 
Employed, total 55.2 58.0 

Covered b y old-age and sur­
vivors insurance 31.6 34.0 

Covered by State unemploy­
ment insurance 29.0 31.2 

N o t covered by old-age and 
survivors insurance 23.6 24.0 

Railroad 1.6 1.6 
Government 5.3 5.0 

Federal 2.2 1.7 
State and local 3.1 3.3 

Agriculture 8.2 8.2 
Wage and salary workers 1.6 1.6 
Self-employed 4.8 5.0 
Unpaid family workers 1.8 1.6 

Nonagricultural self-em­
ployed 5.6 6.0 

Domestic service 1.6 1.7 
Other 1.3 1.5 

2. Employment i n an average pay 
period: 

Covered by State unemployment 
insurance 30.2 32.3 

Railroad 1.6 1.6 
Federal Government 2.3 1.9 
State and local government 3.3 3.6 

3. Employment dur ing a quarter (av­
erage for 4 quarters) covered by 
old-age and survivors insurance 38.6 40.0 

Source: Data on employment i n an average week 
(based on population count); c ivi l ian labor force, 
unemployed, and total employed, from Monthly 
Report on the Labor Force, Bureau of the Census; 
employment covered and not covered by old-age 
and survivors insurance, from the Bureau of the 
Census, adjusted by the Analysis Divis ion, Bureau 
of Old-Age and Survivors Insurance; employment 
covered by unemployment insurance, estimated b y 
the Bureau of Employment Security. Data on em­
ployment i n an average pay period (based on estab­
lishment reporting): covered by unemployment i n ­
surance, from the Bureau of Employment Security; 
for railroads, from the Railroad Retirement Board; 
for Federal, State, and local governments, from the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. Employment during a 
quarter covered b y old-age and survivors insurance, 
from the Bureau of Old-Age and Survivors Insur­
ance. 

force rising from 57.8 million in J a n ­
uary to a peak of 62.7 million in July. 
Employed workers numbered 58 mil ­
lion, a 5-percent rise over the average 
in 1946. Unemployment, which hov­
ered close to the 2 1/2 million mark in 
the spring of 1947, fell to 1.6 million 
by the year's end and averaged 2.1 
million. 

Some 34 million workers, or nearly 
60 percent of the employed labor 
force, were covered by the old-age 
and survivors insurance program in 
1947; as total employment increased 
by 400,000 more than did the number 
covered under that program, however, 
the number of workers excluded from 
coverage rose from 23.6 million in an 
average week in 1946 to 24 million in 
1947. 

More than a third (8.2 million) of 
the noncovered workers were em­
ployed in agriculture; 6 million were 
working for themselves in nonagricul­
tural occupations; and 5 million were 
employed by Federal, State, or local 
governments. Federal Government 
employment fell by half a million 
from the 1946 level and averaged 1.7 
million in 1947; employment by State 
and local governments, on the other 
hand, was up 200,000 and totaled 3.3 
million in an average week in 1947. 

Workers covered by the State u n ­
employment insurance systems num­
bered 31.2 million in 1947, an increase 
of 2.2 million. I n an average pay 
period, some 32.3 million workers were 
covered by the State systems, which 
represented a gain of 7 percent over 
the number covered in 1946. 


