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creased 27 percent, compared with 
13 percent for women. In every 
quarter of 1953 the number of appli- 
cations received from both men and 
women was smaller than in the corre- 
sponding quarter of 1952, but the 
decrease was particularly sharp for 
the men in the January-March 
quarter because of the drop in the 
number of applications filed by the 
self-employed. Men comprised 48 
Percent of all applicants in 1953 and 
53 percent and 49 percent, respec- 
tively, in 1952 and 1951. 

The number of new accounts estab- 
lished for persons under 20 years of 
age-2.2 million-was only 3.2 per- 
cent less than in 1952, compared 
with a decline of 9.4 percent from 
1951 to 1952 (table 4). The number 
of applications from this age group 
in the first 3 quarters of the yea.r 
was approximately the same in 1953 
as in 1952, but in October-December 
there was a lo-percent drop. This 
fourth-quarter decrease no doubt re- 
sulted from a decline in job oppor- 
tunities. Although there was a de- 
crease in the absolute number of 
these Younger applicants, the propor- 
tion they formed of all applicants 
rose to 64 percent in 1953 from 53 
percent in 1952 and 51 percent in 
1951 (table 5). 

The number of new accounts 
established for persons aged 20 and 
over dropped 40 percent from the 
1952 figure. The number issued to 
the age group 40 and over fell 53 per- 
cent-68 percent for men and 32 
percent for women-from the level 
in 1952, when the applicants in this 
age group had included many self- 
employed persons who were middle- 

Applicants for Account 
Numbers, 1953 

New social security accounts estab- 
lished in 1953 numbered 3.5 million, 
bringing to 110.3 million the cumula- 
tive total of accounts established 
since the beginning of the old-age 
and survivors insurance program 
(table 1). The year 1953 was the 
second successive year since 1951 to 
show a decline in the number of ac- 
counts established. The 1953 total 
was 21 percent smaller than that in 
1952, and the corresponding total 
for 1952 was 11 percent less than 
that for 1951. Despite these declines, 
new accounts in 1953 exceeded by 
26 percent the average annual num- 
ber established in the 5 years just 
before the provisions for coverage 
extension under the 1950 amend- 
ments first became effective on Jan- 
uary 1, 1951 (table 21. 

The sharp decline from 1952 was 
mainly the result of a substantial 
decrease in the number of account- 
number applications received from 
the nonfarm self-employed. Most of 
t he nonfarm self-employed w h o 
needed account numbers applied 
shortly before March 1952, when they 
paid their first social security con- 
tributions with their income-tax re- 
turns for 1951. Fewer persons in 
July-December 1953 than in the cor- 
responding period of 1952 were 
notified by the Bureau of Old-Age 
and Survivors Insurance that they 
should obtain a social security ac- 
count number because of their fail- 
ure to report this information on 
their income-tax returns. 

Although the number of new ac- 
counts established was smaller for 
both men and women, the decrease 
was more marked for men. Account 
numbers issued to men (table 3) de- 

Table l.-Number of applicants for account numbers and the cumulative 
number at the end of each period, by sex and by year, 1940-53 
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Table 2.-Distribution of applicants for account numbers, b ‘Y race, age group, and sex, by year, 194053 
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Table 3.-Distribution of applicants for account numbers, by sex, race, and age 
group, 1953 
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Table 4.-Distribution of applicant;f~;9;~unt numbers, by sex and age, 1953 
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1 Excludes 732 applicants in 1953 (451 men and 281 women) and 1,296 applicants in 1952 (906 men and 390 
women) whose ages wxe not reported. 

Table 5.-Percentage distribution of applicants for account numbers, by age, 
1953 and 1952 

I Total 
Age group 

1953 
___I_ 

Total ________________ ____ 100.0 

Under20 _____________________ 64.2 
20-59. _ _ __ ___ _ __ __ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

20-29.-.-..-----...--------- Ki 
30-39.------.---...--------- 6:b 
40-49------__------------~-- 7.2 
bo-59- _ _ - - - - _ - _ -- - _ _ - _ - - - _ _ _ 5. ii 

60 and over _____________ _ _____ 5.2 
60-64 _______________________ 2.2 
65-69 -_-----_----____----___ 1.5 
70andover _________________, 1.4 

1952 

100.0 

52.7 
37.1 
10.4 

iti 
10.1 

10.2 
4.4 
3.0 
2.8 

- 
-- 
-- 

I 

1951 
-- 

100.0 

51.5 
40.6 
12.5 
9.2 

10.2 
8.6 

aged or older and needed account women among applicants in this age 
numbers for the first time as a re- group was 46 percent in 1953 and 32 
sult of the 19.50 amendments. percent in 1952. 

During 1953, social security ac- 
count numbers were issued to 179,000 
Persons aged 60 and over, 60 percent 
fewer than in 1952; they formed 5.2 
percent of all applicants, compared 
with 10 percent in 1952 and 7.8 per- 
cent in 1951. The proportion of 
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The 408,000 applications received 
from Negroes represented a drop of 
4.8 percent from the 1952 figure. The 
proportion this group formed of all 
applicants, however, increased to 12 
percent in 1953; it had been 9.8 per- 
cent in the preceding year. 
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Conference Recommen- 
dations on Juvenile 
Delinquency 

Federal, State, and local action to 
prevent juvenile delinquency and to 
treat juvenile offenders was urged by 
the Conference on Juvenile Delin- 
quency, called in June by the Secre- 
tary of Health, Education, and Wel- 
fare. Approximately 460 delegates 
from 46. States and Territories par- 
ticipated in the Conference. 

The Conference recommended that, 
on the national level, the Children’s 
Bureau program for collecting data 
on delinquency be continued and 
strengthened and that the Bureau 
serve as a clearing house for informa- 
tion on community services and pro- 
grams. It also urged that the 
Bureau establish a juvenile delin- 
quency program and add to its staff 
a consultant on police services to 
juveniles. 

Because the problem is a national 
one, Federal grants in aid were rec- 
ommended to support State research 
and training programs and to guar- 
antee adequate staff for pupil-person- 
nel services. The Secretary of 
Health, Education, and Welfare was 
asked to lead in forming a committee 
of interested national agencies, pub- 
lic and private, that would advise on 
research, training, and services, and 
follow up on the recommendations 
made by the conferees. 

The Conference also called for in- 
creased appropriations to the Office 
of Education to sponsor workshops, 
develop pilot projects, and further 
research in cooperation with State 
and local units as well as on a na- 
tional level. 

The conferees characterized the 
program for aid to dependent chil- 
dren as inadequate in many States. 
They believed that pressures on moth- 
ers to work result both from lacks 
in the programs and from the pol- 
icies of many welfare departments, 
often in areas where children are 
most vulnerable to influences that 
produce delinquency, It was there- 
fore recommended that the assist- 
ance grants should be adequate to 
meet the minimum needs of parents 
and children and thus fulfill the pro- 
gram’s primary purpose-the pres- 
ervation of family life. 
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