Tasue I —Approximate standard errors of estimated per-
centage of persons

[68 chances out of 100}

Blze of base {in thousands)
Estimated
percentage
100 300 850 | 1,000 | 25,000 | 50,000 | 100,000
or88 .. .. - 17 10 06 05 011 008 o1
s0r93 . . . z27 16 10 9 2 2 1
Wrod) . .. .. 37 22 14 12 2 2 1
2Bor7s .. . 54 32 18 17 3 2 2
...... . 62 37 22 20 4 3 2

308,000 women beneficiaries had fewer than 8
years of education By mterpolation from table I
the standard error 18 24 percent Thus with
95-percent confidence the proportion of women
beneficiaries with less than 8 years of education
Ites between 82 percent and 17 8 percent

To make a rough determiation of the statis-
tical sigrificance of the difference between two
independent percentages, find estimates of the
standard errors of the percentages i question
i table I; square these standard errors to get

variances; add the variances, and take the square
root of this sum to get the standard error of the
difference If the absolute difference between the
two percentages 1s greater than twice the standard
error of the difference, they are said to be sig-
nificantly different from one another at the 95-
percent level

If, for example, from table I the 8-pont dif-
erence between the proportion of women bene-
ficrtaries with fewer than 8 years of formal
education (13 percent) and that of experienced
women workers at that educational level (5 per-
cent) 1s to be examined for statistical significance,
the standard error of the difference 1s computed
as follows Take the square root of the sum of
24 squared plus 02 squared, or the square root
of 58, which equals 24 Since the absolute
difference (80) 15 33 trmes the standard error
of the difference (24), the proportion of women
beneficiaries 1s said to be significantly higher
than that of all experienced women workers at
the 95-percent level

Notes and Brief Reports

Social Security Beneficiaries With
Spanish Surnames 1n the Southwest*

Some mformation on the characteristics of
social security benefictaries of Spamish origin
can be gained from exammmg the program data
in States with sizable populations of Spamish
heritage and comparing them with other bene-
fictaries m those States Such comparisons have
been made for five Southwestern States—Arizona,
California, Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas*

* Prepared by George Stepanovich, Division of QASDI
Studies The beneficiary data file was prepared by Walter
E Kelgey and John W Wagner of the Statistical Opera-
tions Branch

! Burean of the Census, Comparison of Fersons of
Spanish Surnanmc with Persons of Spanish Origin in the
United States {Technical Paper No 38), June 1975 See
also Jack Schmulowitz, “Spanish-Surnamed OASDHI
Beneficiaries in the Southwest,” Social Security Bulletin,
April 1973, pages 83-36
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The data are derived from the Social Security
Admmastration’s master beneficiary record, which
contans detailed mformation for all beneficiaries
The concept of the Spanish “surname” as defined
m the 1970 Decennial Census data was used here
since persons of Spamsh background could not
othernise be 1dentified n the beneficiary record
Matching the surnames m the beneficiary data
with the Iist of Spanish surnames compiled by the
Bureau of the Census made 1t possible to assemble
mformation for the five Southwestern States
studied

At the end of June 1972, 44 million benefi-
clarles residimg in these States were recelving
monthly social security benefits amounting to
$497 2 million (table 1) About 442,000—or 1 1n
10 ot all those recelving benefits—had Spanish
surnames, and their monthly benefits amounted
to $38 5 million or 8 percent of total payments
mn the Southwest group About 82 percent of the
Spanish-surnamed were old-age and survivers
msurance {OAST) beneficiaries and 89 percent
of the others Eighty-five percent of the total
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TaBreE 1 —Number and amount of QASDI benefits 1n current-payment status for Spamsh-surnamed and for other beneficiaries

1 five States,! by type of program, June 1972

) Monthly benefits in current payment status
! Bemeficlaries at end of period at en(f of perlod (amounts in thousands)
Progran 8panish-surnamed Bpanish-surnamed
Total P tof Other Total P t of Other
ercent ¢ ercent o
Number total Amonnt total
Total ... . . ... o eem --| 4,438,916 442,012 10 0] 3,097,904 $407,197 $38,466 7 $452,731
OABL . . .. e e e o - . e e - .~ | 8,909,604 362 188 93] 3,547,418 441 552 32 543 74 409,009
DIL. (. o e e« . . e = oes - 530,312 79,524 151 450,488 56,640 5,924 106 49,722
Percentage a'i.ririb:uﬂou
Total . - e - . e e e omee 100 O o . . . 100 0 100 © wo| . - - 100 0
QABI ... . - 4 e er e e e - 88 1 819 .. - ... 88 7 88 8 84 8 | cceee e B89 2
DI. . = e oaoa s . e - . - - ne 181 ... .. - 13 mz 154 cn cn .. 108

¥ Californla, Texas, Colorado, Arizona, and New Mexico

payments to the Spamish-surnamed group and 89
percent of those going to the other benefimiaries
were for OASI benefits

BENEFITS UNDER OASI PROGRAM

Of all OAST benefictaries 1n the five South-
western States at the end of June 1972, 93 per-
cent had Spanish surnames, these beneficiaries
accounted for 74 percent of the monthly benefits
being paid for that month

State Distribution

In the group of five Southwestern States,
the largest concentrations of Spanish-surnamed

(QAST beneficiaries appear, as expected, in Cali-
formia and Texas (table 2) About 45 percent
of those with Spanish surnames and 56 percent
of those without Spanmish surnames resided in
California; 38 percent of the former and 31 per-
cent of the latter lived in Texas Also to be
expected, California and Texas had the greatest
shares of the total amount of OASI benefit pay-
ments 1n the five-State group

Califormia had relatively more retired-worker,
widow and widower, and special age-72 benefici-
aries than the other four States Texas had the
largest proportions of wives and husbands, chil-
dren, widowed mothers, and parents With respect
to the distribution of the total benefit amount
paid—Tfor both surname groups—California had
the largest and Texas the next largest proportion

TapLE 2 —Number of currently payable OASI benefits for Spamsh-surnamed and for other beneficiaries m five Southwestern

States, by type of beneficiary, June 1972

Wives Widows Bpecial
Retired ‘Widowed
tate and surname tal end Children and Parents aga 72
tate and surn gonp Tote workers hushands mothers widowers 1 beneficiaries
Total. - - - - - - 3 009,604 | 2,260,952 426 386 566 896 83 109 504,672 3,417 84 172
Spanish surname..... « eem . 862 188 162,249 40 475 105,309 16,007 33,225 a1 4,251
Qther . - . - . 3 547 416 | 2,008 T03 385,811 461 587 67 102 471 447 2,745 69,821
California . . . - - - . -] 2 141,652 | 1 306,906 210 38§ 276,612 89,382 208 894 1,432 88,538
Bpanish surname. ... - W e e ar eaw 182 008 82,026 15 502 42,442 5,699 14 079 213 1 835
Other . - .- - e a am 1,870 556 | 1 224 880 104,886 234 170 83 383 254,315 1,219 368 703
Tezas fe e . s - . 1,224 805 648 551 154 253 200 389 30 764 172,205 1,471 17,082
Spanish surname._.. . . .. . - - 136 218 54 880 17,003 42 84 8 978 12,924 310 1,839
ther. - - - . .- 1 088 587 584,171 137,160 157,495 23,786 150,371 1,161 15,443
Ot e | mml mml ome| we) cmlomal ol e
Spanish surname. ... . - - . . - 16,742 s »
izhm-. - .m..e R - . - - . 120 840 23,742 27,386 4,051 27,540 102 4,062
P T B 11 Bt 1 I 4 I { B | e T B
panish surneme. ... - - . - 18 522 ' ' '
ther . . . - - .- - 108,301 119,185 21,955 28 847 5,970 21,684 155 2,455
New Mexico _ . - . .. - ee 102 050 51,225 11 944 22 440 3 290 11,292 102 1,687
Spanish surname._._ - - e e e e . 28 610 11 308 3,776 8 801 1478 2 764 84 409
Other . .. 4 e cm s e mmee e - = 73 440 39,827 . 8108 13,630 1,912 8, 528 108 1,258
1 Includes disabled widows snd widowers
49
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for each beneficiary category except parents,
where the order was reversed for the Spamish-
surnamed

Representation Within Benefit Category

Among these five States, the two surname
groups differed markedly mn the distribution
pattern for the individual benefit categories For
the non-Spanish-surnamed group, the largest pro-
portions (93 percent) were found among the
widow-and-widower and the special age-72 bene-
ficiaries, with retired-worker and wife benefici-
aries next The proportion of Spanish-surnamed
beneficlaries was highest among those getting
parent’s benefits (20 percent), and widowed
mother’s benefits (19 percent)

New Mexico, the State with the smallest number
of OASI beneficiaries, had the largest proportion
(28 percent) of Spanish-surnamed beneficiaries
overall—as well as 1n each benefit category (from
22 percent for retired workers to 44 percent for
parents) Texas, with the second largest number
of OAST beneficiaries, also had the second largest
proportion who were Spamish-surnamed

Those with Spanish surnames accounted for a
considerably larger proportion of total monthly
benefit payments in New Mexico (22 percent)
than in the other four Southwestern States The
range for those States was from 6 percent m
Colorado to 8 percent m Texas

Type of Beneficiary Within State

Comparison of the distributions for the two
surname groups by type of beneficiary at the end
of June 1972 shows significant differences n the
proportion of retired-worker and child benefi-
cizries In each of the five States, to an appre-
clable degree, retired workers were relatively
fewer and children were relatively more numreous
among the Spanish-surnamed than among the
other beneficiaries The distribution of the total
benefit amount paid for that month reveals the
same pattern with respect to retired-worker and
child beneficiaries

Average Menthly Benefit

At the end of June 1972, the average monthly
benefit amount being paid to Spamsh-surnamed
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beneficiaries was considerably lower for each of
the benefit categories than the corresponding
averages for the other beneficiaries The average
amount bemng paxd to the Spanish-surnamed
ranged from $33 20 for wives and husbands to
$116 40 for retired workers, for the other surname
group, the range was from $69 30 to $132 20 for
the same benefit eategories® (table 3)

In each of the benefit categories, average
monthly benefit amounts were highest i Cali-
formia for the Spanish-surnamed beneficiaries
and for the non-Spanish-surnamed beneficiaries
as well (except the retired-worker benefit, which
was highest 1 Arizona) FExcept for ranking
fourth with respect to widow and widower bene-
fits, Texas showed the lowest averages for those
w1ith Spanish surnames

The difference between the average benefit
amount payable to Spamsh-surnamed retired-
worker beneficiaries and that payable to othe:
retired-worker beneficiaries varied sigmificantly
among the States, ranging from $910 in Cali-
fornia to $24 30 mm New Mexico For the other
categories, the difference between the two surname
groups was smallest for parent beneficiaries m
every State and largest for child beneficiaries mn
every State except New Mexico

BENEFITS UNDER DI PROGRAM

Of the 530,300 DI heneficiaries in the five
Southwestern States, about 80,000 or 15 percent
had Spanish surnames (table 4) This surname
group accounted for a lower proportion of the
total benefit amounts paid for June 1972, both
overall and 1n each benefit category, than they
did as a percentage of the total number of
beneficiaries living 1 these Southwestern States

State Distribution

Benefits being paid to disabled workers and
their entitled dependents under the disability
msurance (DI) program show many of the same
distribution patterns as under QASI for Spanish-

#Comparisons of the data on average monthly benefits
exclude those for special age-T2 beneficiaries, since there
are no significant differences between the surname groups
for that type of beneficiary
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TasLe 3 —Total and average monthly amount of currently payable OASI benefits for Spamsh-surnamed and for other
beneficiares 1n five Southwestern States, by type of beneficary, June 1972

Wives ‘Widows Bpacial
Retired Widowed
State and surname group Total and Children and Parents age-73
workers | 4 shands mothers | o idowers beneficiaries
Total amount (in thousands)

Total. . - - . . $441 552 $206 203 $28 BB7 $48 347 $7,888 $56 737 $386 $3 037
Bpanish surname. ... - - - 32 543 18 888 2 152 6,600 1,262 3271 i} 02
Other . - 400 009 277,405 26,735 4] 848 4,604 53 460 ar 2,835

California _ R . 255 711 177,867 15,246 25 944 3 939 31,318 174 1828
Bpanish surname.... . N - - - 16 673 10,464 958 3 097 529 1 513 24 87
Other. . . _ - - - - - - 230 039 167,403 14 288 22,247 3,410 29,804 150 1,736

Texas . . e e e - ——_ - . - - 125 363 78 356 9,499 15,505 270 18 219 157 811
Epanish surname .. - . . - R 10 391 & 514 782 2 330 404 1164 30 78
Other . _ _ - - - - 114,972 72,843 8,717 13 265 2,232 17,055 127 732

Colorado .. - - - - . 25 146 16,530 ¥ 751 2010 468 3274 13 199
Spanish surname __ - - - . 1,483 809 10 M2 61 152 2 7
Other . - .. . 23,683 15,721 1,841 2 568 407 3,122 11 192

Arizona .- . amm m e e - - . 25 140 17,215 1683 2,805 456 2,734 2 126
Bpanishsurname ... . . . . . .. .. . 1,718 810 121 405 73 193 5 11
Other.. .. . . —— e e e e . 23 422 16 305 1 561 2 500 383 2,540 17 115

Naw Merxico P, R, . 10,191 4 324 708 1,591 276 1193 20 78
Spanish surname.... . . . - e - 2,277 1192 181 525 104 249 ] 19
Other . .. o e e - - - - 7,814 5133 827 1,087 172 044 12 59

Aversge monthly amount

Total. . . - . - P $131 €O $67 70 $86 30 $04 60 $112 40 $112 B0 $47 30
Bpanish surname.. _ _ . e e PR S - 114 40 53 20 63 60 78 80 98 40 102 30 47 B0
QOther - - N 132 20 69 30 90 20 08 40 113 40 115 49 47 30

California ... - . - = s 134 10 72 50 91 é0 100 00 116 70 121 50 47 30
8panish surname ., .. . - e s am s om - 127 60 61 80 73 00 B8 10 107 50 115 00 47 40
Other . . - - . - . 136 70 73 30 95 00 102 10 117 20 122 70 47 30

Texas - - . e e - . - - - - 120 80 61 60 77 80 88 80 105 70 108 50 47 B0
Bpanish surname .. . . . e e . - e - 101 40 45 70 54 30 70 80 o0 1 85 80 47 70
Other . . - . e e ee = - - 122 60 63 80 84 20 #3 80 107 00 109 40 47 40

Colorado - — .- . - - 124 40 67 80 89 80 o7 40 112 40 108 40 47 B
8panish surneme .. R . - . 114 5 53 10 68 90 8( 40 86 88 7 48 00

her _ - - - . e em - - e - 130 30 69 10 3 70 100 50 113 30 110 20 47 30

Arlzons._ - a- - - e e e - - - 134 00 70 20 83 190 43 80 118 00 108 40 47 10
Bpanish surnams .... . e e e . R 123 30 59 80 66 90 82 00 102 30 100 80 47 60
Other . - . . P R 136 BO 71 1¢ 88 80 95 40 17 20 11¢ 70 47 00

New Mexico - - - e ee - - . 123 80 59 30 70 90 84 00 105 60 103 50 47 00
8psanish surname ___ - . N - 104 60 47 80 59 80 75 70 89 90 6 46 9
Other . - - - . . - [P 128 80 84 60 820 89 90 110 70 109 10 47 10

surnamed beneficiaries in these five Southwestern
States at the end of June 1972 As for QASI
beneficiaries in these States, the largest concen-
trations of those with Spanish surnames are n
California (49 percent} and Texas (32 percent),
the corresponding proportions for the non-
Spanish-surnamed are 58 percent and 29 percent,
respectively For both surname groups, the largest
shares of total benefit payments in the five-State
group are also found in California and Texas,
with Califormia’s percentage for non-Spanish-
surnamed beneficiaries slightly higher than that
for the Spanish-surnamed As a percentage of all
Spanish-surnamed DI beneficiaries 1 the five
States and of the total amount of such benefits
pawd, the Arizona group was the lowest, New
Mexico had the lowest proportion for the other
beneficiaries
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Representation Within Benefit Category

Spamsh-surnamed DI beneficiaries made up
as much as 40 percent of the DI beneficiaries
residing 1 New Mexico and as httle as 12 per-
cent of those iving 1n Arizona Although Cali-
formia had the largest number of Spanish-sur-
named beneficiaries, the proportion of Spanish-
surnamed DI beneficiaries 1n that State was only
13 percent—not much larger than that for
Arizona

The percentage of DI beneficiaries with
Spanish surnames varied from State to State, but
for all States 1t was larger for spouses and chil-
dren than for disabled workers In Arizona—
the State with the Towest proportion of Spanish-
surnamed beneficiaries—that group comprised 9
percent of all disabled-worker beneficiaries, 16



Taprr 4 —Number of currently payable DI benefits for
Spamsh-surnamed and for other beneficiaries 1n five South-
western States, by type of beneficiary, June 1972

TasLe § —Total and average amount of ourrently payable
DI benefits for Spamsh-surnamed and for other beneficiaries
in five Southwestern Btates, by type of beneficiary, June 1972

Wives
Disabled

Btate and surname group Total workers |, u;t;;dﬁ ds Children
Total - . cee - .. - 530,312 | 300 B8 53 797 175 628
Bpanish surname. [ 70 824 81,762 10,241 37,821
« Other._.. meme e - n| 450,488 | 260,128 43,556 137,807
Californda .. ) .. . .. 300,564 | 180 D40 | 27,601 92,833
Bpanish surname. .. . .. 38,913 16 803 4,502 17,608
L 261,851 | 163,237 23,189 75,225
Texas... .. . . -. - .| 155108 82,224 17,661 | . 85,223
Bpanish surname. .. .. ... 25 235 9,196 3,552 12,487
Other__,.._... e~ - - .| 20873 73,028 14,109 42,738
Arizona__,.. . em e mem 20,742 16 406 3,182 10,144
Bpenish surname . —— . 3,640 1,447 495 1,868
Other_____ e e e . 26,102 | 14,958 2,887 8,446
Colorado. . . ... .. . eaa| 24 783 13,814 2,652 8,497
Bpanish surname...  .... .. 3 060 1 550 523 1,887
Other___ . _ .. . 20 503 12 064 2,129 8,610
New Mexico - . ... - 20 135 8 603 2,601 8 831
Hpanish gurname .. . .. . 8,076 2,766 1,160 4,141
Other e = e e e 12,059 5,837 1,432 4,790

percent of the spouses, and 17 percent of the
children Thirty-two percent of the disabled-
worker beneficiaries in New Mexico—the State
having the highest proportion with Spanish sur-
names—were 1n the Spamsh-surnamed group, 45
percent of the spouses, and 46 percent of the
children

The proportion of the total monthly benefit
amount payable to Spanish-surnamed beneficiaries
also varied from State to State Tt was lowest
(9 percent) 1 Arizona and highest (32 percent)
m New Mexico Here, too, the proportion of the
amount payable m each benefit category to
Spanish-surnamed beneficiaries was Ilarger for
spouses and children than for disabled workers

Type of Beneficiary Within State

Substantial differences between the Spanish-
surnamed and the non-Spanish-surnamed bene-
ficlaries are also revealed m the comparison of
the data on benefits being paid m June 1972 to
disabled-workers and their dependents 1n the five
Southwestern States Among the Spanish-named,
40 percent of these beneficiaries were disabled
workers and 47 percent were children Sixty
percent of the other surname group were disabled
workers, and only 31 percent were children

Disabled-worker and child beneficiaries ac-
counted for 74 percent and 19 percent, respec-
tively, of the total benefit amount payable n
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Wives
State and surnsme group Total | Disabled | Trg® | ohildren
workers hushands
Total amount {In thousands)

Total . _ .. .. .. . .. $55.646 | $45,660 $2,480 $7,407
S8panish surngme _ .. 8,924 4,411 a67 1,145
Other.. __ . .- - 49,722 41 258 2,112 8,851

Californla ... _. . __ _ 33,700 28,140 1,346 4,504
8panish surnames .. . ... 3,239 2 459 178 603
BFwur - o . o« ca e -] 30,851 25,6881 1,169 3,701
Texas..... ce e mm mme . 14 587 1,727 749 2,081
8panish surname.. ., . . 1577 1,160 108 . 310
Other .. . .. . . .. 12,880 10,568 841 1.
Arlgona___ .. .. __ | —— 3,108 2 820 152 438
Spanish surnams_.. ... .. 279 203 20 56
Other .. ... - - . 2829 2,316 132 880
Colorade .. . . . . . 2,634 2,033 127 374
Spanish surname .. .. . 293 212 21 80
Other.., . . __.. ... .. 2,241 1,819 106 316
New Mexieo . . . .. ... . 1,856 1,250 105 300
Bpanish surname .. ..... .. &35 37 42 117
Other_... .. . .. .. . 1,12 874 64 183

Average monthly amount

Total. .., _ . . . - - .| %151 80 $46 10 $42 70
Bpanish surname , .. | .. . 138 90 35 B0 30
Other . . = e e = - 123 30 48 50 46 10

California . .. .. . ... . - - 156 30 48 60 48 40
Spoenish surneme_.. __. .__ PR 146 40 a0 40 34 20
Other__. . -~ . - .- - 15730 50 40 49 20

Texss . o . e —oee JR 142 80 42 40 87 70
Spaaish surname . .. _. . 126 [0 30 %0 24 %0

ther __. . _ . . _ .. . . 144 70 45 50 41 40

Arfgons  __. ___ . | . - - 153 60 47 70 43 00
Bpanish surname.. ... .. ... _ 140 60 40 10 32 80

ther.., . . .. .- f = s 154 80 40 10 45 00

Colorado .. .. . .. _ . .. 149 20 47 80 44 30
Spanish surname_ .. .. - ol 13T w0 39 40 a1 80
Other._. . . _ . . - oo 150 80 49 g0 47 80

New Mexico. . . . ... ._ e - oo M5 30 40 40 33 60
Spanishaurname _ . ... ... [. .. . .l 13600 35 50 28 30
Other ___ .. IR R R 149 70 4 40 B2

-

June 1972 to the Spanish-surnamed beneficiaries
For the non-Spanish-surnamed beneficiaries, the
corresponding proportions were 83 percent and
13 percent.

In each of the five States, the proportion
of disabled workers was appreciably smaller and
the proportion of children appreciably larger
among the Spamsh-surnamed beneficiaries than
among the other beneficiary group For disabled
workers, the proportions for the Spamish-sur-
named renged from 34 percent mm New Mexico
to 43 percent m Califormia; for the non-Spanish-
surnamed, the range was from 48 percent 1n
New Mexwco to 62 percent i Califormia The
pattern of the distribution by type of beneficiary
for the total amount of monthly benefits closely
paralleled that for the number of beneficiaries
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Average Monthly Benefit

As for OASI benefits, the average monthly
benefit amount being paid to Spanish-surnamed
DI beneficiaries varied considerably among the
five States, and within the States they were
appreciably less than the corresponding averages
for the other beneficiaries The average dis-
abled-worker benefit was highest in Califorma
and lowest m Texas for both surname groups
(table 5)

The average monthly benefit amount for wives
and husbands of disabled workers was highest n
Arizona and lowest mm Texas for the Spamsh-
surnamed beneficiaries It was highest in Cali-
fornia and lowest 1n New Mexico for the others
The States registering the highest and lowest
average monthly benefits for that category were
California and Texas among those with Spanish
surnames and California and New Mexico among
the non-Spanish-surnamed

Comment

Readers of the BuLrerix will want to note
the comment by Robert J Myers, the former
Chief Actuary of the Social Security Administra-
tron, about a statement 1 “Social Security in the
Coming Decade,” m the March 1976 BuLLeTIN
In a letter sent to the Office of Research and
Statisties, Mr Myers says

This paper certainly posed some interesting ques-
tions and gave some valuable facts Unfortunately,
in the Summary there is an accurate quotation of a
statement that was erroneous

What I am referring to is a quotation [page 29]
from Ilarvey Shapiro from the New York Twmes
Book Review Iere it is stated that in 1935 people
retiring at age 65 had a life expectancy of only 5
or 6 years This i3 patently wrong, because the cor-
rect fizures for 1935 were about 12 years for males
and 13% years for females, which is not too dras-
tically lower than the current figures (about 13
years and 1614 years respectively)
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PROGRAM OPERATIONS

{Contwnued from page 2)

beneficiaries Supplementary medical insurance
(SMI) benefits amounted to $429 3 milhon Pre-
liminary estimates indicate that mtermediaries
and carriers withdrew $123 billion and $47
billion, respectively, from the hospital and medi-
cal msurance trust funds during fiscal year 1976

Social Security Admimstration records, as of
June 26, 1976, show that 86 million bills were
approved and $92 billion was reimbursed under
HI 1n the first 10 months of fiscal year 1976 The
average amount reimbursed was $1,224 per -
patient hospital bill (all hospitals), $140 per home
health bill, and $489 per skilled-nmsing facihty
bill Approximately 91 percent of approved bills
and amounts remmbursed during June 1976 were
for services rendered to persons aged 65 and over
The remaining 9 percent was for disabled per-
sons who qualify for Medicare under the 1972
amendments to the Social Security Act

Short-stay hospital bills accounted for 83 per-
cent of all hills approved and 95 percent of total
remmbursements under HI during the first 10
months of fiscal year 1976 The average reim-
bursement per short-stay hospital bill was $1,644
and covered 75 percent of total hospital charges
Covered days of care per inpatient short-stay
hospital bill averaged 105 days, 106 days for the
aged, and 99 days for the disabled

Prelimnary estimates show 809 million bills
recorded under SMI as of June 26, 1976 Of these
bills 76 percent were for physicians’ services, 14
percent for outpatient hospital services, § per-
cent for independent laboratory services, 1 per-
cent for home health services, and 6 percent
for all other services SMI reimbursements totaled
$4 1 hillion and averaged $31 per ll About 91
percent of all bills and 86 percent of total reim-
bursements under SMI were for services ren-
dered to the aged, the remamning amounts were
for services to disabled beneficiaries

$SI Paymenis

Federally admwistered payments —The num-
ber of persons who received SSI payments
amounted to 4,308,000 during June 1976 This
total represented a decline of about 21,000 from

(Contnued on page 55)
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