1972 Survey of Disabled and Nondisabled Adults:

Chronic Disease, Injury, and Work Disability

'

The Social Security Administration 1972 Survey
of Ihsabled end Nondwsabled Adults showed that
an estumated 156 mallion adults aged 2064, or
15 percent of the total nommstitutionahzed popu-
lation of those ages, were dizabled as a resul? of
gome chronie condition or wmpairment Yet more
than three tuimes as many persons (518 mallion)
reported that they suffered from one or more
chronic health conditions The diseases reported
most frequently by the adult population of working
age wwere cardiovasculer end musculoskeletal dis-
orders, each with prevalence rates of 200 persons
per 1,000 population The prevalence rate for
neurological disorders was only 7 persons per
1,000, thew disabling potential, however, was much
greater than that for the discases with the highest
prevalence rates 80 percent of those suffering from
neurological disarders were also currently disabled
For almost every diseage group, older persong were
more hkely to suffer from a chronic condition or
impasrment and more likely to be diwsabled as q
result Women were more hikely than men to report
¢ chronic disease or mmpawrment and more hikely
to be severely dwsabled as a result While persons
were somcuhat more hkely than blacks end mem-
bers of other races to report one or more chromc
conditions but less likely to be disabled as a resull
and even less Itkely to be geverely disabled Amaong
the nondwsabled, less than one-tenth reported a
condition ocaused by accident or injury but close to
one-fourth of the digsabled reported e disease or
impamrment of accrdental origin

WORK DISABILITY reflects the interaction
between an individual’s functional him:tations
and the availability of suitable jobs mn the econ-
omy This relationship depends on the applicant's
personal characteristics, his attitudes and mots-
vations, his Job skills and experience, alternative
sources of mcome, and a varety of sumilar fac-

* Division of Disability Studies, Office of Research
and Statisties, Soclal Security Administration

1For a discussion of the conceptual classification used
here, see 8 Z Nagi, “SBome Conceptual Issues in Disability
and Rehabilitation,” In Rociology end Rehabilitation
(M B Sussman, editor), American Sociologleal Assocla-
tlon, 1965, pages 100-113, and Lawrence Haber, Idenis-
fying the Diwsabled Concepts and Methods in the Meas-
urement of Disability (Social Securlty Survey of the
Disabled 1966, Report No 1), Office of Research and
Statistics, Soeclal Security Administration, December
1967
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tors ! Nevertheless, an 1mpairment or physical or
mental limitation as a result of a chromie disease
or mnjury always underhes any disability

In a sample survey of some 106 3 million adults
m the ewvilian, nommnstitutionalized population
aged 20-64 mn 1972, approximately 156 million
reported that they were disabled, mcluding 77
million who were severely disabled Yet, in the
same survey, 51 8 million persons reported that
they suffered from one or more chronic health
conditions or impairments

Thas disparity raises some significant questions
How 18 disease distributed in the population? Are
age, race, sex, socloeconomic characteristics, ete,
related to various kinds of chronic diseases? Are
some kinds of chronic conditions more likely to
result 1n work disability than others? Do demo-
graphic characteristics affect the likehthood that
a spectfic condition will become disabling? The
answers to these questions provide sigmficant mn-
formation for the planning and admimstration
of mcome-mamtenance and rehabilitation pro-
grams for the disabled

SOURCE AND LIMITATIONS OF DATA

Information about the presence of selected
chronic diseases and impairments was obtained
by household interview in the 1972 Survey of
Disabled and Nondisabled Adults conducted by
the Social Security Adminstration The popula-
tion surveyed included both disabled and non-
disabled adults aged 20-64 m the civilian non-
mstitutional population

Survey respondents were shown a hst of 38
conditions and impairments always considered to
be chronic They were asked to ident:fy sll of
the listed conditions from which they suffered
Persons who could not identify any of the con-
ditions listed® were asked to name any from which

tThe list of conditions used In the survey and the
rules for determining priorities are described in the
technical note, page 17



they suffered and to describe them in therr own
words {(As a practical matter, &« maximum of
five conditions was recorded and tabulated Where
six or more conditions were reported, the five
most important were selected by using a predeter-
mined set of priorities based on disease groups )

The diagnostic data 1n this report can measure
only approximately the total, prevalence of
chronic disease or impairment in the general
population Chronmic conditions are generally
underreported 1n interview surveys. Respondents
tend to report only those conditions they are
aware of and that they are willing to report to
an mterviewer More complete reporting 1s hkely
for more serious conditions—those that have a
more significant effect on the mdividual’s health,
require extensive or costly medical treatment,
result 1n significant reduction 1 work capability,
or significantly reduce the individual’s economic
status or that of his family.

Studies have shown that use of checklists of
chronie conditions tends to produce more complete
reporting for those listed Smce such lists give
respondents a choice of conditions, however, they
are more likely to designate those that are less
stigmatizing or more socially, acceptable They
are also more likely to omit conditions not speci-
fied on the hist Under any circumstances, the
accuracy of the diagnostic designations reported
depends on the mformation received by the re-
spondent from his physician or other medieal
source and on his memory ?
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PREVALENCE OF CHRONIC DISEASE AND
DISABILITY

-

In 1972, 15 6 million persons—about 1 1n 6 of
all nommnstitutionalized adults.aged 20-64—re-
ported some degree of disabihity (work limita-
tion) as a result of a chronic health condition or
immpairment lasting 3 months or longer ¢ Yet the

"TFindings of National Center for Health Statistics
studies on the completeness of survey reporting of chronic
conditions are summarized in Geraldie Scott, Prevalence
of Chrome Conditwons of the Gemtourwnary, Nervous,
Endocrine, Metabolic and Blood and Blood Forming Sys
tems and of Other Belected Chronme Conditions, United
States, 1973 (Series 10, No 109, Vital and Health Sta-
tistics), National Center for Health Statistics, 1977

¢ The detailed definition of disability in the survey and
its categorization Into severe, occupational, and second-
ary are described in the technical note, page 16
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: prevalence of the same chronic diseases in the
population was much higher Thus, almost half
of the total population surveyed reported that
they were suffering from one or more chronie
conditions or impairments The fact that, at any
pont m time, many, many more people suffer
from chronic diseases than are disabled by them
18 also reflected by the figures for the nondisabled -
40 percent of the nondisabled adults surveyed
reported that they had one or more chronic con-
ditions (table 1) ' X '

The prevalence of specific chronic diseases 1n
the population and the relative frequency of dis-
ability associated with each of them varied widely.
Among major disease groupimgs the highest prev-
alence rates (expressed as the number of persons
with the condition per 1,000 persons in the non-
institutionalized population aged 20-64) mvolved
cardiovascular diseases (200 per 1,000) and
musculoskeletal disorders (196 per 1,000). The
lowest rate was 7 persons per 1,000 for neuro-
logical disorders
“ The pattern of condition-specifie prevalence
rates associated with current disability was essen-
tually smmilar to that for the population in gen-
eral Among the currently disabled, 89 persons
per 1,000 suffered from a musculoskeletal condi-
tion The rate was 74 persons per 1,000 for cardio-
vascular disorders and fell to a low of 6 per
1,000 for neurological conditions i
. Although the distmibution of disabling cond:-
tions probably reflects the pattern of disease or
impairment in the general population, the extent
to which they cause work limitation may differ
It is instructive therefore to look at the propor-
tton reporting specific conditions who also re-
ported that they were disabled as a result More
than 80 percent of survey respondents reporting
some neurological disorder were also currently

Prevalence rate per 1,000
population aged 20-84 p?ﬂ?ﬁgi?gn
Chronle condition group 4 percent
of total
Total Disabled
population | population | PoPulation
Total ... . .. . 487 1 145 4 30
Muscnloskeletal _. - 195 § 88 9 45
Cardiovascular .. . .. ... 199 7 738 37
Respiratory . .- - 103 1 38 8 38
Digestive.__... _ .. - 83 4 326 39
Mental . _ _ . ... . . 45 9 205 84
Neurologiesl .. . . . . 74 [ ) Bl
Urogenital, .. .. . - 229 105 45
Neoplasm _ _ . __ ._ - 24 8 102 41
Endoerlne .. . . . . ... 451 150 33
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disabled The proportions for those with musculo-  Severe Disability '

skeletal or cardiovascular conditions—the two . R . ©oa

disease groups with the highest prevalence rates— The prevalence of severe disability 1n the popu-
were much lower (45 percent and 37 percent, re-  lation as measured by disability rates per 1,000
spectively)} Prevalence rates for the total popu-  nonmnstitutionalized population aged 2064 varied

lation and for the disabled as well as the pro-  sigmficantly with type of disease There were 726
portion 1 each major condition group who were  severely disabled persons for every 1,000 in the
severely duisabled are given in the tabulation mn  total adult population (table 1) Severe disability
the preceding column . rates were highest for musculoskeletal and card:o-

TaeLE 1 —Chronie conditions and impairments Number in adult population aged 20—64 and number per 1,000 populatmn )
by eondition and disability status, 1972 ; t

L Total population Currently disabled Beverely disabled Nondizabled
Chronie condition : Number Number Number Number
Number Number Number Number
.« | Unthou- %Egplﬁ‘l)g? (in thou %%rplutl:m (in thou %egph?gﬁ {in thon %fp{i?go
) sands) ton sands) tion sands) tion sands) tlon

Total number reporting .. . ... . 106,628 | , - 15,5650 146 7,717 728 00,718 | 853 7
With eondition .. _ . - - - 51 764 487 1 15,448 145 4 7,89 724 a6 316 M17
With no conditlon. - - - 54 504 s128( ¢ 102 10 25 2 54 401 . (8119
Musculoskeletal . _ . .. ... . . ... .- 20 822 105 9 0 452 839 4 /90 44 1 11 370 107 0
Arthritis or rheumatism ~ _ - - - 11,547 108 7 5123 . 48 2 2,878 271 4,424 60 5
Trouble with back or spine . . - - - 10 291 o B 5,169 48 € 2,21 208 5,122 48 2
ther .- - e e e e o 3,718 350 2,313 218 1,267 18 1,405 132
Missing legs/feet . . v e e mw 104 10 82 8 43 4 22 R 2
Missing arms/hands . . - R 220 21 . 55 5 14 1 165 16
Chronic stiffness . C e e a4 e e 3,156 29 7 1,919 18 1 1,054 100 1236 116

All other . . oo C e eae = 280 27 282 27 160 15 3 O]
Cardlovaseutar . ., . . .. - 21 222 199 7 7,839 738 4 532 42 6 13 383 . 1259
Any heart tronble .. - - - - . 11,607 0% 2 5,546 62 2 3 470 327 8,060 8§70
Rheumatic fever f e ee e e e 674 43 308 29 174 | , 16 366 34
Heart attacks - - - - - - 1,314 124 93 80 654 42 a6l 34
Heart trouble . e ee a P, .8 324 31 3 2,244 211 1,504 142 1,080 102
High blood pressure . . . _ e eme = 7,051 748 3,366 317 2,071 195 4 584 431
Btroke . . - . -- - - 464 44 390 a7 344 32 Td 7
Other arterial/vascular . - - . . 11 a4 108 @ 8,339 31 4 1 746 16 4 8 204 ]
Hardening of arteries .. o e P R W13 g6 636 Y80 464 44 385 36
Varicose veins _ - P 4,612 43 4 1,8% 131 8hQ 83 3 218 f 303
1 Hemorrheldsorpiles . .. ._. _.. .. " 6,782 63 8 1,622 15 8 823 771, . 50 188
Other . . e e- - 70 7 53 5 29 3 17 * 2
Respiratory ... .. e r e = e . —- .. 10 97 103 1 4,124 38 8 2,237 f 211 6 832 843
Tuberculosis . e e ees R, a2y 81 208 16 135 '13 121 11
+ Chrenie bronchitls . . i em e e e e 1,869 185 1,042 08 713 87 926 B7
Emphysems. e m e e - - 1,148 10 8 115 87 431 41 433 41
~ Other chronie lung trouble . [ 673 63 474 . 448 280 26 200 19
Asthma . . - .. 3,346 315 1,258 18 582 55 2 087 196
Respiratory nllergies e e e - - .- 5,615 52 8 1609 151 96 85 4 008 87T
Digestive - - - 8,863 83 4 3 483 32 4 1,843 18 3 5,404 509
Gallbladder or Jiver trouble.. .. R . 1,382 13a¢j 658 65 443 42 re, 094 65
Stomach ulcer . e mme o emem = 3,667 35 1235 116 730 70 2 431 229
Other chronie stomach trouble . . .0 _.. = - ¢ 231 223 1,024 ] 602 57 1,347 127
* Hernla or rupture . e ee - - - 2 025 191 778 73 329 31 246 11 7
Other .. e coee on ees . e e o+ e 132 H 12 95 9 51 8 37 0, 8
Mental _ e - e e e eea 4,877 1 459 3,131 295 2,231 210 1,746 16 4
Mental tllness___ _ - .- . - 649 P 61 519 49 467 44 130 12
Mental retardation __ - e e e ee e aa ' 338 a2 320 31 259 214 13 1
. Aleohol or drug problem ... ... ... . e 265 28 139 13 60 [ 155 15
Chronic nervous trouble - - 3,874 36 5 2,398 26 1872 157 1478 13 9
Other. _  _ . _ .. - - .- 1 m i ) . 1 & . [,
Neurological 784 74 836 60 485 44 148 14
MPilepsy or selzures . . . . 504 47 369 35 299 28 134 13
umple gclerosis .. 9241 1 9 ‘82 8 73 7 10 1

her - — e .18 18 193 .18 119 11 2 (O]
Urogenit i - - 2 41 20 i,1s5 105 642 60 1,318 12 4
Kidney stones or kidnay trotble . . . .o .o . 2,260 21 5 900 93 814 58 1,300 12 2
ther - - - . 144 14 127 12 30 3 17 2
Neoplasm e e - - 2 415 24 6 1,086 02 872 63 1,529 144
Tumor, cyst, or growt.h ... e e e e e -n 1,961 18 & 678 44" 419 38 1283 121
Cancer . . - .- e e emm e 738 69 473 45 314 30 205 25
Other . .. .- - . 29 3 5 ) 3 ] 24 12
Endocrine .. . .- — .. 4,791 45 1 1,584 150 268 91 3,197 301
Dlabete e e e e e e e e e 2,237 211 1,046 98 842 80 1,190 112
Tnyrold troubleor golter .. .. . . . ... 2,601 245 572 54 334 31 2030 121

ther o, P 10 1 ] 1]+ 9 -1 O]
Other . _ _ - - - e e - - 11 708 110 1 3,330 33 1 614 151 8,377 88
Nonrespiratory ullergtcs - . e . 7,702 725 1,182 11 447 42 6,519 8l 3
Dealness/hearing problem.. ... . - 2,083 18 6 | T46 70 384 38 1,337 128
Visual impairment - - - - - - 1,83 12 6 880 83 537 t51 463 a4 4
Other specified ... . . - e R, 930 92 128 ) 89 379 36 252 24

1 Less than 0 5 per thousand ' L
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vascular disease, 44 1 per 1,000 and 42 6 per 1,000,
'respectively Again, the lowest rate was 60 per
1,000 for neurological disorders

It 1s evident that diseases with high prevalence
rates 1n the general population also showed high
severe disabihty rates The variation 1n the rates
among the various types of chronic disease was
much higher, however, for total prevalence rates
than for severe disability rates The total preva-
lence rate for musculoskeletal disorders in the
general population (1959 per 1,000) was 28 times
higher than the rate for neurological disorders
(74 per 1,000). In contrast the severe disability
rate for musculoskeletal disorders was only nine
and one-half times higher than the rate for neuro-
logical disorders

Severe disability rates for specific diseases or
mmpairments reflect both the prevalence of the
condition in the general population and its dis-
abling potential—that 1s, the extent to which the
condition affects functional capacities (Fenerally,
disability rates will be higher for conditions that
occur more frequently in the general population
as well as for conditions with high disabihty
potentials It 1s clear from these figures that some
diseases are more likely to be associated with
severe disability than others

The differential association between various
chronic diseases or impairments and severe dis-
ability 1s shown rather clearly 1n table 2 More
than 62 percent of the persons reporting a neuro-
logical disorder were severely disabled Among
survey respondents with mental disorders, the
proportion severely disabled was 46 percent In
contrast, only about 20 percent of the persons
with cardiovascular, respiratory, digestive, or
endocrine disorders were classified as severely
disabled ;

It must be noted that these fizures do not
measure in any precise way the lhkehhood or
probability that a particular chromic disease or
condition will produce disability Apart from the
uncertainties produced by the reportme problems
discussed earlier, the disabling propensity of vari-
ous diseases will depend on such elements as the
cause and natural history of the disease itself, the
characteristics of those 1t affects, the efficacy of
current medical practice in preventmg or ame-
lorating any long-term i1mpact on functional
capacities, and the nature of the work environ-
ment and the labor market, Nevertheless, the data

do show that the association between disability
and varous types of chromie disease 1s much
higher than would be expected just on the basis
of the frequency with which the same condition
18 present 1n the general population

DEMOGRAPHIC DIFFERENCES

Effect of Age

Age 15 an 1mportant factor i explamning not
only the prevalence of chronic conditions and
imparrments in the population but also their dis-
abling effects Most chronie conditions and 1m-
pairments take years to develop They are the
result of slow disease processes that depend on
continued and sustained exposure to 1nimical
physical environments, on long-term nutritional
madequacies, or on slow and gradual physiolog:-
cal changes 1n the body’s response to infection and
disease It 18 not surprising, therefore, that both
the prevalence of chronic diseaszes in the popula-
tion and the frequency of the associated disability
increase substantially with age

The prevalence of chronic conditions in the
adult population increased markedly with age—
by two-thirds from a rate of 399 0 per 1,000 per-
sons aged 2044 to 6628 per 1,000 persons aged
55-64 The prevalence of disability also rose with
age, but the ncrease was much steeper, 1t went
up about three and one-half times, from 84,7 per
1,000 persons aged 2044 to 294 5 per 1,000 aged
55-64

A smmilar pattern existed for all types of
chrome conditions and impairments individually
According to table 8, however, both the frequency
with which speeific chronic conditions occurred
m the adult population m general and the extent
to which disability was associated with any spe-
cific condition varied substantially with age

Table 4 shows, for specific disease groups, the
differences n total prevalence rates and m dis-
ability prevalence rates Obviously, prevalence
rates mncrease with age regardless of the type of
disease mvolved For any conditien group ex-
amined, the rates for persons aged 55-64 were
from one and one-half to three times higher than
they were for persons under age 45 Furthermore,
the merease in prevalence rate with age was evi-

SOCIAL SECURITY
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TasLe 2 —Chronic conditions and 1mpairments Number and percentage distrnibution of adult pepulation aged 20-64, by con-

dition and disabihty status, 1972

Parcentage dlstribution, by disabllity status
Total
Currently disabled
Chronie condition nunber
thousands) Total diﬁﬁed Secondary
Total Bevers Oceupa- work
Honal limitations

Totalreporting . . . _ ... . . 106,268 100 O 85 4 14 8 73 33 . 41
With condition . .- - - 51,764 100 0 70 2 208 149 67 B3
With no condition . . - - - V56 100 0 99 8 2 ) [ el
Musculoskeletal - .. - - - 20,822 100 ¢ 548 45 4 225 09 11 %
Arthritis or rheumnatism___ _ _ . . . - - 11,547 100 0 556 44 4 24 9 98 97
Trouble with back er spine _ . . . 10,291 100 0 40 § 6502 21 & 12 ¢ 15 ¢
Qther . _ - - - - 3,18 100 0 37 8 422 341 15 6 124
Missing legs/feet e - . rlM ol 215 85 418 13 2 L7
Missing arms/hands - - 220 100 6 751 40 64 22 643
Chronic stiffuess . - . 3,155 100 0 39 2 60 8 337 158 135
All other - - - - - - 285 100 0 10 99 0 56 2 175 253
Cardiovascular - - . . 21 222 100 0 a3 1 36 0 214 18 77
Any heart trouble. - . - 11 607 100 0 52 2 47 8 209 93 84
Rheumatic fever . _ _ - - 674 100 0 53 45 7 23 9 12 5 T4
Heart attacks . - e . - 1 314 100 O 27 4 726 48 7 125 103
Heart trouble . - . . - - 3,324 100 0 az 5 67 5 45 3 119 16 4
High blood pressure - - . - 7,851 100 0 67 7 42 3 261 84 70
Stroke . - - - - 464 100 0 159 841 741 80 14
Other arterial/yascalar. _ _ . | . 11 544 100 0 711 28 0 151 44 T4
Hardening of arterles. . . - - 1,021 100 0 377 82 3 45 4 99 89
Varicose velns - " e . . 4,812 100 0 69 8 30 2 145 70 BT
Hemorrholds or plles . - 4,782 100 0 61 230 12 1 B2 B8
Other .. .. . . - 70 100 ¢ 248 752 406 61 28 5
Respiratory _ - . - .. . - 10,957 100 0 62 4 37 6 204 73 130
‘Tuberculosis . . . .. - - - 327 100 ¢ 371 62 9 41 2 76 141
Chronic bronchitis._.. - _ _ e e . 1,069 woo| ! 47 1 529 36 2 82 85
Emphysemsa . _ . . - 1,145 1000 37T 62 3 37 6 13 2 11 &
Qther chroni¢lung trouble._. . . PR - 673 100 0 207 70 38 41 6 180 128
Asthimna . . . . e - . 3,846 100 0 682 4 a7 6 174 68 13 4
Respiratory sllergies . . . . c k- 5 615 100 0 713 287 12 4 581 105
Digestive - - - - 8 868 100 0 60 9 1 21 9 89 83
Gallbladder or liver trouble . - - 1,382 100 0 50 2 49 8 320 87 81
Stomach ulcet - . - e - 3,667 100 0 66 3 BT 20 2 82 53
QOther chronie stomaeh trouble ___.. . . . 2371 100 0 5 8 43 2 25 4 82 26
Hernia or rupture __ _ . - - 2028 , 1000 61 6 38 4 16 3 12 8 09
Other __ . e . e e - 132 100 O 28 2 718 38 4 3 30 4
Mental _ e e e e e ae - . - - 4 877 100 ¢ 358 64 2 45 B 94 20
Mental illness e = e e = e e - 649 100 0 200 80 0 719 22 &0
Mental retardation - - - - — - 338 100 0 39 96 1 767 12 181
Aleohol or drug problem . e eemee - 295 100 0 52 7 47 3 20 4 12 ¢ 140
Chronie nervous trouble e e e [ 3,874 100 0 81 61 8 431 108 81
Other ... . _ . - e = . - 1 1000 | coue - 1000 100007 .. ... - mmme—e .
Neurologieal . . . .. [ - .. 8 100 ¢ 189 - 81 6l 8 &9 11 3
llsf)ilepsy orsefeures .. . .. ... - -- . 504 1000 26 7 733 50 3 34 108
ultiple sclerosis . . e - - - 02 100 0 113 887 789 76 21
ther _. . .  _.. o - . - 196 100 ¢ 18 98 2 80 7 202 174
Urogenital _ - e e e m aa 2,431 - A0 1 45 9 2% 4 19 76
Kldney stones or kldney trouble - - 2,240 100 0 56 8 43 2 26 8 115 50
Other _ . ... . . . o, 144 100 0 118 8% 4 207 8 @ 48 8
Neoplastn .. R, 2,615 100 0 68 5 41 5 257 91 67
Tumor, cyst, or growth .. - P 1 9Al 100 0 A5 4 246 21 4 82 70
Caneer.. .. ... - e, 738 100 0 0 84 0 42 6 16 5 50
Other ... .. . e e e em . 29 100 0 832 168 90 43 35
F 1doerine . ... .- - e - 4 791 100 0 66 7 333 202 77 54
Diabetes, . .- - - - [ 2,237 100 0 53 2 46 8 28 7 118 82
Thyroid {rouble or goiter . 2,601 100 0 80 [ 220 12 8 'Y 16

Other .. . et e - - 10 100 0 &6 20 4 041 ... m wmuea .
Other . - 11,708 100 O 69 9 23 3 1l 54 69
Nonrespiratoty allergles . 7,702 100 0 846 15 4 58 42 54
Deafness/hearlng problem * 2 100 0 612 358 18 4 71 102
Visual impairment .. .. . . . . 1,343 100 0 34 5 685 5 400 113 14 3
Otherspecified . . _ _ .. . - o o0 ccc - 100 0 257 743 387 15 2 20 4

1 Less than 0.05 percent

3

dent for conditions with relatively low rates as
well as for those with relatively high rates i the
population 1n general

Musculoskeletal and cardiovascular diseases,
for example, had the lughest prevalence rates m
the population regardless of age, and they oc-
curred with about the same frequency in each of
the three age groups examined For both these
disease groups, prevalence rates rose from about
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124-130 per 1,000 persons under age 45 to 349-
858 per 1,000 persons aged 55-64—or almost three
times For neurological diseases—the group least
frequent 1 the population, the prevalence rate
among those aged 55-64 was about one and one-
half tunes higher than for those under age 45—
102 per 1,000 and 6 8 per 1,000, respectively The
result was that the relative importance of specific
chronic condition groups, as ranked by prevalence
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rates, showed only minor changes from one age

cohort to another.

Not only were older persons more likely to
suffer from a chronic condition or 1mpairment

TasLe 3 —Chronie conditions and impairmenta Number mn adult population aged 20-64 and number per 1,000 population, by

condition, age group, and disabilitv status, 1972

l

Ags group
Chronic condition Total population Currently disabled Severely disabled
ler 45 5564 45-54 55-64 Under 45 45-54 55-64
‘Total number (In thousands)

Total reporting ... - .. . . . 13,680 18,982 4,566 5 591 2018 2,089 3,610
With condition _ .. = - 15 407 12,581 4,530 5 588 2,001 2,083 3,608
With no condition_.. .. - .. 8 273 6 401 36 4 18

Museculoskeletal .. . Lo.oo. - 7877 6 787 2 BO2 3704 1 024 1,238 2 428
, Arthritis or rheumatism ___ _ __ 2,488 5 069 1 668 2 691 361 THT 1749
Trouble with back orspine . . . 4,801 2 280 1 488 1,400 589 593 860
er .- - -n - = 1,518 1,183 679 882 337 315 614
Cardlovasenlar.. . . con vee- - , 8,253 8 827 2 438 3 841 753 1 805 2 474
Alg heart trouble . - . 3,13 4 098 1,695 2,756 537 1 003 1,929
eart attacka_.. . 152 744 1 B4 182 B
Heart frouble.. . - B42 1,510 875 1,135 259 40% /41
High blood pressure 2,100 3132 1,065 1,623 307 639 1,125
Btroke_._ _. e e e - b e 28 288 110 254 23 102 2
Other arterial/vascular . . 5,551 2,794 1 1,441 264 623 959
Hardening of arterles ... . 116 848 140 14 84 367
Res iratorg . .= . . 4,425 8 118 1,074 1,843 501 &7 1,169
Chronio bronchitis . 706 850 519 154 168 1
Emphysema,. . - - 170 o 702 149 503 25 75 331
Asthma ... . . . 1,818 804 389 435 145 179 258
Respiratory allergies 3,309 1073 429 535 195 209 202
Digestive cr o . 3 48 2,397 861 1,388 522 499 922
Stomach uleer . . PR - 1,780 802 338 491 225 181 333
Qther chronte stomach trouble 1,178 560 252 329 209 154 237
Hernia or rupture . .- 651 881 214 372 59 72 198
Mental _ R 2186 1,34 029 1,118 736 641 855
Neurological ..., . el 184 170 1 223 135 126
Urogenital ... . . ee- 1,209 848 224 450 186 122 324
Neoplasm  _ | R, 1,17 689 365 448 112 252 308
Endocrine . ., - . . ... .. - 1,846 1,400 487 723 182 204 512
v Diabetes . . . .. . .- - 570 887 835 518 73 214 355
Thyroid trouble .. - .. 1,300 551 158 222 83 B4 162
Other . | L ee em oan 8,57 2,507 957 1,154 465 389 782
Nonrespiratory allergies . B 175 1,087 877 1 167 122 159
Deafness/liearing problem _ 453 730 215 338 _ 63 (1] 215
Visual fmpajrment .. . . 419 588 234 410 102 131 303
Qther gpecified « avee cane an oo aa 241 181 170 179 2] 76 138
Number per 1,000 population

Totalreporting . . .. .. - e a—- e - 847 103 4 204 o a7 B8 § 190 2
With econdition . . _. .. -.. 399 0 662 B 83 7 192 2 294 4 31 4 882 190 1
‘With no condition .o - - o < ol o 837 2 10 15 2 2 2 1

Musculoskeletal. ... - en mm o= . 123 7 357 5 44 8 122 5 195 1 161 24 127 9
Arthritls or rheumstism .., .. . . .. 00 267 0 12¢ 70 7 141 8 57 as 821
Trouble with back or sploe. . . _ 70 1201 29 ¢ 83 0 738 82 251 45 3
Other. . | oo e ceeee v e ee e - 23 & 62 3 1ns 28 8 46 5 53 133 323

Cardiovascular e e e e - s 129 6 349 1 278 103 3 181 8 11 8 55 3 140 3
,Arlli' heart trouble | . .. ... ool oo 48 9 247 ¢ 172 718 145 2 84 42 5 101 &

eart aftacks .. - .. . ceuc cccmene 24 392 1o 128 28 9 13 77 20 4

Heart trouble . ... - ec w o - -- 132 796 68 28 6 50 & 41 171 44 3

+ High blood pressure_ . . . ... .... 830 165 0 106 45 1 B 5 48 271 59 3
gtroke ... .. - . rmmem = e - & 43 151 4 47 13 4 1 4 43 il 5
Other arterial/vascular .. _.. — - 87 2 133 5 147 2 131 45 2 769 41 222 B0 5

Hardening of arteries . . .. ac oo oo 18 109 41 8 59 236 2 34 19 3

Respirntorﬁ e e e e wow omw wm 85 2 102 3 164 3 190 465 5 91 79 240 a1 6§
Chronie bronehits . .. . . -— - 11 17 6 44 8 41 11 273 24 71 206
Emphysems . .. . - coes voeen = 27 117 8o 10 43 20 5 4 32 17 4
Asthma . . . 0 - -l ex e an 28 5 308 42 4 6B 15 5 20 23 76 138
Respiratory allergles .. . - o= . 53 4 48 4 5b & 01 182 28 2 31 89| = 154

Digestive.. . . ace er  wu- - .- 62 0 106 8 126 3 175 40 7 732 82 211 486

tomach uleer . . . o rmraes - 280 41 7 47 5 64 14 3 25 ¢ 35 i7 175

Qther chronie stomach trouble.... . . 185 26 8 205 70 107 17 3 38 45 12 5
Hernlaorrupture ... . . . -- - - 10 2 263 359 g0 92 14 6 9 31l 10 4

Mental - e e e e e e 332 59 2 n9 17 0 304 50 11 6 72 45 0

Neurological _. . wee & oo v me v = 63 80 10 2 48 72 L) 3b 57 66

Urogenital .. ..cc o0 & - 4 am 2 - . 190 24 3 41 69 85 237 al 52 171

Neoplasm_ ____ .. - mn e om ocemme = s 177 338 %3 43 155 236 18 107 16 2

Endocrine . . . ... ca - e = 20 3 64 6 738 60 208 381 25 12 5 270
Diabetas . .on o e e - P 90 330 6 7 3t 14 2 27 3 11 81 187
Thyrold trouble . ... . eae een .. 20 4 38 290 30 87 nry 14 36 845

Qther. _._ . . ..... . eee e - 104 1 38| , 132 ¢ 19 4 40 5 80 7 73 15 4 41
Nonregpiratory allergles__ R 813 61 @ 57 3 79 14 0 159 24 52 84
Deafness/henring problem ... - . . 103 297 385 30 91 178 10 32 12 9
Visual impalvment .. .. - - - L] 14 2 ar ¢ 37 'R 21 6 14 &5 15 0
QOther gpecified.. . . coeceeee - - - 54 107 95 38 T2 o4 135 a2 73

SOCIAL SECURITY



TasLE 4 —Prevalence rate (per 1,000 population) for total and disabled population aged 20-64, by age group and condition, 1972

Pravalence rate per 1,000 population
DIsable? tgg];ulatio? as percent
of total populatio;
Chronlc eondition gronp Total population Disabled population vop n

Under Aged Aged Under Aged Aged Under Aged Aged

age 45 45-54 55-64 BES 45 45-54 R5-64 BgEe 45 45-54 55-64
Total ... - J . 399 0 583 8 847 193 4 294 5 85 193 29 8
Musculoskeletal e ceams e - 1237 260 9 # 8§ 122 5 195 1 33 v 470 546
Cardiovasentar. . . . e 129 6 268 7 - 103 3 106 8 213 38 4 54 9
Respiratory _ . . .- e 85 2 102 3 190 45 5 97 1 223 44 5 391
Digestive ... . e o e e 682 0 106 8 17 5% 40 7 732 28 2 1 579
Mental - . ... . .. .e. . 532 92 170 30 4 5 0 5112 66 § 820
Neurologieal .. . .. . ... .. 83 80 48 72 88 756 8IS 84 5
Urogenital...... - - . . 19 0 24 3 60 95 23 7 36 8 890 69 4
Neoplasmy . ... . . . 177 a3 8 43 15 5 23 8 24 2 45 7 85 0
Endooring .e. . ao ol ce ee - ome e oeee 29 3 64 6 60 20 8 331 208 319 51 8
Other. . __ . .. o - 97 8 lo3 2 158 23 3 51 4 161 a2 3 419

but they were also much more hkely to be dis-
abled as a result Put another way, prevalence
rates for various types of chronic conditions rose
much more sharply with age among the disabled
than was true in the general population This rse
occurred for almost every chrome condition group
examined

In table 4, for example, the prevalence rate of
cardiovascular conditions among the disabled rose
from 27 6 per 1,000 persons under age 45 to 1918
per 1,000 persons aged 55-64—almost a sevenfold
increase This was the largest increase with age
registered by any of the chromic condition groups
studied Endocrine diseases exhibited almost the
same pattern, with disability prevalence rates
moving from 60 per 1,000 for those under age
45 to 38 1 per 1,000 for those aged 55-64 In con-
trast, the disability rate for neurological diseases
for persons aged 55-64 was less than twice as high
as 1t was for persons under age 45—8 6 per 1,000
and 4 8 per 1,000, respectively

It is clear from these data that age- related
changes 1n disability rates for various chronic
conditions and impairments reflect not only in-
creases 1n their prevalence but also in their dis-
abling effects—that 1s, i the heightened likel-
hood of disability The strength of each of these
factors varies from condition to condition

Some measure of the relatrve contribution of
each of these factors for a given condition group
can be obtained by computing the following
proportion—

Yoo

0. — TPRus-n -DPRM-M L)
L TPRunder 45 -DPRunder 45

Where C, equals the contribution of the mcrease
m prevalence, PR equals the total prevalence
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rate for the age group shown 1n the subseript and
where DPR corresponds to the disability preva-
lence rate for the age group subscribed Then,
O, the contribution of disabling effects per se,
becomes 7 - €, Obviously, the numerator and
denominator themselves express the ratio of the
prevalence rate of interest for the oldest age group
to that for the youngest age group

"With the data in table 4 used as an 1llustration,
1t 1s found that 68 percent of the age-related in-
crease m the disability prevalence rate for mus-
culoskeletal conditions was due to their increased
prevalence Similarly, 90 percent of the rise
the disability rate for neurological impairments
was also due to the mcreased prevalence of those
conditions In contrast, about 66 percent of the
disability rate for the near-aged with neoplastic
diseases was due to the disabling effects of cancer
The relative contribution of each of these two
factors for each of the condition groups for which
data are available 1s shown below

]

oﬁ'ﬁg:;ggﬁgmc&rxa Percent of dizability rats
of those under age 45 Inerease due to—
Chronie
condition
group Disabling
Total Disabled Prevalence eflects of
population | population | of condition chronie
eondition
Taotal .. 166 348 338 62
Musculoskelstal . 2 89 4 35 66 3
Cardiovaseular 2 69 a4 04 3% 61
Respiratory . 103 51 38 02
Digestive . | 204 418 49 51
Mental. _ . 217 347 83 a7
Neurological.. 162 179 a1 ]
Urogenital . . 179 343 52 43
Neoplasm. .. 205 5 49 a2 i}
Endocrine ... 252 835 40 (1]

The mereased sensitivity of persons aged 55
and over to the disabling effects of chrome dis-

9



ease are revealed even more drastically by similar
figures for the severely disabled (table B5)
Comparison of these ficures with those 1n table
4 shows that the severe disability prevalence rate
increased much more rapidly with age for every
condition group studied than was true for both
of the other rates exammed For both cardio-
vascular and endocrine diseases, for example, the
severe disability rate was 11 tiumes higher for
persons aged 55-64 than for those under age 45
Moreover, except for neurological diseases, at
least three-fourths of the observed mecrease n the
severe disability rate between the two age groups
was due to the disabling effects of the chromc
conditions involved rather than changes m con-
dition prevalence by age

Sex Differences

Women represented somewhat more than half
(53 percent) of the adult population aged 20-64
covered by the survey They also represented a
somew hat greater proportion (55 percent) of the
persons in the population who reported suffermg
from one or more chronic conditions or impair-
ments .

Table 6 shows that not only were women more
likely to report a chronic disease or 1mpairment
but that the condition was more likely to be work-
limiting and much more likely to result 1 a
severe disability 51 percent of the women re-
ported some chronic condition, compared with 46
percent of the men Similarly, 15 percent of the
women, compared with 14 percent of the men,
were currently disabled Furthermore, 8 percent
of the women but only 6 percent of the men re-
ported that they were severely disabled These
differences produced the following prevalence
rates (number per 1,000 population)

Population Men Women
With chronie condition - 4484 7 507 3
Dirabled - - 139 6 152 4
Beverely disabled o - . - 59 0 80

Generally, the types of chronic conditions most
prevalent among men were also most likely to
occur among women Nevertheless, some signifi-
cant sex differences in the prevalence of specific

10

TapLE 5 —Prevalence rate (per 1,000 population} for ge-
verely disabled population aged 20-64 and ratio of rates, by
age group and condition, 1972

Boverely disabled population
Frevalence rate Rs:.tiuﬂot Percent of
per 1,000 Iie;‘éa disability rate
Chronle population rate of | Inerease due to—
condition those
group aged
5664 to Dis
rate of Prova- abling
Under Aged those lence | effects of
age 45 5504 under of con ehronic
age dition condi-
45 tion
Total_. - 37 190 2 (14 17 83
Musculoskeletal 161 127 9 79 13 ¢ 87
Cardlovaseular.. . 11 8 130 3 10 9 91
Regpiratory | _.__ 79 61 6 78 13 BT
Digestive 82 45 6 59 17 83
Mental. ., —— 11 6 450 39 26 74
Neuroclogical 34 648 19 53 47
Urogenital . 31 17 1 55 18 82
Neoplasm P 18 16 2 [ 11 89
Endoerine . . . .. 235 27 0 108 9 91
Other _ [ 58 38 68 17 83

disease types were evident, both in the general
population and among the disabled Table 7 shows
these differences by major disease group

Cardiovascular diseases, mental disorders, uro-
gemital conditions, neoplasms, and endocrine
(metabolic) disorders were, obviously, much more
prevalent among women The reverse 1s true only
for digestive diseases Table 6 i1lluminates some
of these differences The higher prevalence of
cardiovascular disease among women was due
almost totally to sigmificantly more frequent oc-
currence of peripheral vascular disorders, such
as varicose vems and high blood pressure
Problems involving the heart itself were reported
with almost equal frequency by both sexes The
excess of urogenital and endocrine disease among
women was due to disorders of the female repro-
ductive system and to thyroid problems, respec-
tively

Prevalence rates among the disabled for major
condition groups followed the same sex pattern
as they did m the general population The dif-
ferences between men and women for mdividual
condition groups, however, tended to narrow in
most stances Cardiovascular disorders were
much more prevalent among women than among
men, but for both sexes about 37 percent with
these conditions were disabled For endocrine
disorders, this narrowmg of the gap between
the sexes—for the disabled, compared with the
general population—is indicated by the fact that
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TasBLE 6 —Chronie conditions and impairments, by sex Number in adult population aged 20-64 and number per 1,000 popula~

tion, by condition and disabihty status, 1972

Totsal population Currently disabled Severoly disabled
*
Men Women Men Women Men ‘Women
Chronic condition ,
Number Number Number Number Number Number
Number Numbher Number Number Number Numhber
(in thou %‘i;ph?gf (in thou ':g 11593_0 (In thou %?pll;%m (in thou l:f; 111?3,0 (in thou- | PET lu?g_ﬂ {n thou | Per 11;]02-0
sands) o sands) tion sands) Hon zandg) Hon sands) p‘i on sands) p(;.li)on
Total reporting . . 50,414 55,854 7 036 130 6 B 514 152 4 2 972 590 4,745 85 0
With condition . . 23 429 464 7 2% 335 507 3 7.028 139 4 8,422 150 8 2,067 58 B 4,726 848
With no condition. . 26,985 535 2 27,519 4092 6 1 2 92 18 5 1 20 3
Musculoskeletal . . - Jd 1wom 194 8 10,748 192 4 4 363 86 5 5 089 01 1,818 3 1 2 872 51 4
Atrthritis or rheumatism 4 603 01 3 6,943 124 3 2 063 40 9 3 00 54 B 1052 209 1 826 27
Trouble with back or spine 5 468 108 & 4,823 86 4 2,526 501 2 643 47 3 859 170 1 354 24 2
Gther - 2,416 47 9 1 302 23 3 1,342 266 971 17 4 B47 128 620 111
Cardiovascular . 8§ 127 173 1 12 496 223 7 3 280 651 4 559 814 1779 353 2 753 49 3
Arﬁr heart trouble 5,480 108 7 6,125 109 7 2 478 49 2 2 068 540 1,430 28 4 2 040 36 5
eart attacks ___ - - 988 19 6 a2 59 668 13 3 285 I 419 83 235 42
Heart trouble 1,668 a1 I 856 208 1,133 22 5 Pl . 199 698 138 806 14 4
High blood pressure 3,444 633 4 507 80 7 1,204 23 9 2,163 387 892 137 1,379 247
Btroke . - 251 50 213 38 200 40 180 34 173 34 1 31
Other arterial/vaseular . 3,080 %0 7 563 135 4 1,221 242 2,119 . 37 9 572 1 3 1,174 210
Hardenlng of arteries _ 570 11 3 451 81 337 47 208 33 233 486 230 41
Respiratory . - 4 698 91 5,950 106 7 1,894 are 2,231 2399 889 178 1 348 241
Cﬁmnic {ronch[tis . . 720 143 1,249 22 4 388 77 B854 n7 240 48 473 85
Emphysema . .. 801 15 9 348 62 524 10 4 192 34 272 54 160 29
Asthma .- - 1,557 309 1,789 3290 559 111 T00 12 5 am 42 an 68
Respirators allergles._ . _ 2,521 &0 0 3 004 55 4 689 17 920 J 1) 216 43 480 L
Digegtive . . . 4 320 B9 7 4 348 778 1,60 31 6 1 870 33 5 T80 155 1 163 208
Stomach ulcer - 1852 387 1,715 307 637 1286 598 107 328 65 410 73
Othet chronie atomach
trouble _ . _ _ _ _ . 1138 2286 1233 221 462 912 562 01 220 46 3n 68
Hernla or ruptore_ 1,268 252 756 1356 468 93 311 56 188 37 ‘141 25
Mental . . .- 2026 402 2,851 51 0 1,291 258 1,340 329 834 185 1,397 250
Neurclogieal ____. _ .. .. . 335 68 450 81 299 59 a7 [:R) 207 41 278 50
Urogenital ., ... .. . 999 198 1,432 28 as7 73 749 13 4 200 40 441 79
Neoplasm ___ . .. _ . ... 871 193 1,644 29 4 383 76 703 12 8 208 41 164 83
Endocrine _ _ .. _ . . 1 366 271 3 4206 6l 3 564 12 1030 18 4 298 59 660 120
Diabetes . . . ... 1,092 217 1,145 20 6 495 93 852 &8 259 51 383 69
Thytoid trouble . .. __ .. 270 54 2,332 41 8 65 13 506 91 35 7 209 54
Other . . . .- e 4 929 97 7 6,779 121 3 1,441 28 5 1,890 338 8435 12 5 978 175
Nonrespliratory allergies . . 2,642 52 4 5 060 90 6 404 80 78 139 110 22 337 a0
Deafness/hearing problem 1 388 276 495 12 4 438 817 308 56 199 ae 185 33
Visual impairment ... . . 664 132 879 122 416 83 464 53 233 46 803 54
Other specified. .. . ..... 389 77 405 73 260 52 340 a1 136 27 177 32

41 percent of the men with such conditions but
only 80 percent of the women were disabled

Race Differences

Blacks and members of other mmorﬁ:y races
were somewhat less likely than white persons to
report one or more chronic diseases and mmpair-
ments, but they were almost one and one-half
times more likely to be disabled as a result and even
more likely (by more than one and one-half times)
even more likely more than one and ene-half times
to be severely disabled (table 8) Thus, 47 per-
cent of the blacks and members of other mmority
races reported a chronic condition or 1mpairment,
compared with 49 percent of whites; nevertheless,
19 percent of those 1n minority races but only 14
percent of the white respondents considered them-
selves currently disabled The corresponding pro-
portions for those who were severely disabled were
11 percent and 7 percent, respectively. These dif-
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ferences are also reflected 1n the following preva-
lence rates per 1,000 population, by race

Black and

Population White other Taces
With chronie condition. . .. 489 3 460 8
Disabled e ee ae mmeee 140 5 193 ¢
Beverely disabled .. _. - .- 67 7 nz3

The d:fferences 1n reported disability are sur-
prising, piven the strong association between age
and the prevalence of disabihty and the fact that
blacks and members of other mmority races tend
to be younger than whites Earlier analysis of
the 1972 survey data reported that 7 percent of
persons aged 20-34 were disabled and 29 percent
of those aged 55-64 * Other data from the survey
show that the median age of whites was 405
years, compared with 37 8 for blacks and members

®See Kathryn H Allan, “First Findings of the 1972
Survey of the Disabled General Characteristics,” Social
Becurity Bulletin, October 1976,




TaBLE T —Prevalence rate (per 1,000 population) for total
sfg;izdlsabled population aged 20-64, by sex and condition,

‘ Prevalence rate per
' 1,000 population Disabled

|:mpulat;l§'mf

B3 percent o
Chronle :S"dm"“ Total Disabled total population

group population population

Men |Women| Men | Women| Men | Women
Musculoskeletal .. 190 8 192 4 885 a1 43 3 47 3
Cardtovascular .. 173 1 223 7 651 81 6 376 36 5
Respiratory... 91 106 7 a7 8 309 374 a4
Digestive. . BT 178 316 335 353 430
Mental - 40 2 510 258 3ze 683 7 64 5
Neurologieal . 66 81 59 [ ] 89 3 74 9
Urogenital . . 198 2586 7Ta 13 4 a6 7 52 3
Necplasm .. . .. 193 29 ¢ 76 124 39 4 42 8
Endoering ..., .. 271 61 3 112 18 4 41 3 01
Other . .... . . 00 1 114 1 234 278 260 24 3

of other minority races Similarly, 18 percent of
the former were aged 55-64, compared with 14
' percent of the latter , .
Even more variation, reflecting the differing
susceptibihity of the races to specific chronic con-
ditions, 1s apparent when the data are examined

in detail According to table 9, adult blacks and
members of other minority races were much more
hikely than whites to suffer from cardiovascular
diseases, mental disorders, neurological illnesses,
and urogenital conditions For each type of con-
dition cited, the prevalence rates for the former
exceeded those for the latter by 20 percent or
more In fact, for mental 1illnesses and for uro-
genital disorders, the prevalence rates were 63
percent and 96 percent higher, respectively, for
blacks and members of other minority races

The converse was true for respiratory condi-
tions, digestive diseases, and neoplasms—all con-
ditions for which the prevalence rates for whites
were higher than those for blacks and members
of other minority races For the first two condi-
tions, prevalence rates for whites were 16 percent
higher For neoplasms, however, the rate for
whites (263 per 1,000) was more than double
that for blacks and those of other minority races
(11.1 per 1,000).

@

TasLe 8 —Chronie conditions and impairments, by race Number in adult population aged 2064 and number per 1,000 popula-

tion, by condition and disability status, 1972

Total population Currently disabled Beveraly disabled
Black and Black and Black and
White other taces White other races White other races
Chronfe eondition
Number Number Number Number Number Number
Number Number Number Number Number Number
in thou | Ber 1 %00 | in thou- | Ber L0 | {1y thou | e L% | (in thou | PEX L% {4n thou Brouta. | tin tho- | POr 100
sands) tion sands) ton sands) tion sands) tion sands) tlon sands) Hon
Total reporting. . .. 64,420 . 11 B48 | ... 13,253 140 5 2 297 193 9 6,387 87T 7 1 330 112 3
With condition,. . 46,108 489 3 5 566 469 & 13,188 139 3 2,249 189 8 6,369 87 5 1,324 m7
‘With no condition..... 48,221 510 7 6,282 530 2 55 5 48 49 18 2 [ 5
Museculoskeletal _.. . . . 18,589 196 9 2 233 188 § 8113 859 1,339 130 3 828 40 5 862 728
Arthritis or rheumatism.... 10 168 107 7 1378 116 3 4 354 46 1 709 [N 2,361 | ' 250 517 43 6
Troublewith back or spine 8 863 939 BA5 B0 4,166 441 608 51 8 1,10 181 333 231
Other. ... ... - 3,161 a3 557 47 0 1,813 20 3 400 33 8 970 103 297 251
Cardlovaseular . .. .. - 18,478 195 8 2744 231 6§ 6 610 00 1,220 103 7 3 692 391 840 09
Atﬁv heart trouble.. .... . 9 556 101 2 2,050 173 0 4,523 47 9 1,023 8 3 2,782 205 688 68 1
eart attacks., .. ... - 1,201 127 113 9 5 BA3 94 70 &9 600 84 53 45
Heart trouble_ . .. 2,783 295 540 45 8 1822 10 3 420 35 4 1183 12 8 310 26 2
High blood pressure ... 6,311 6 9 1,639 138 3 2,574 273 781 66 8 1,555 16 5 515 ‘o488
BLroke ov wv v« - o eamea 30 34 124 05 295 31 95 80 250 27 5 72
QOther arterial/vascular __ 10,569 11 9 875 82 3 2,067 al 4 372 3l 4 1,463 15 5 284 240
Hardening of arteries .. _ H44 w00 77 6 5 562 60 73 62 a0 4 2 70 50
Respirator{ . e 9,901 104 ¢ 1,055 89 0 3,597 381 327 M5 1 834 200 351 296
Chronfe bronehitis. . 181 19 2 155 131 941 100 101 85 816 85 o7 32
Fmphysema . . 1121 1 8 27 23 699 74 18 14 416 44 15 13
Asthma . _ ... ... 2,018 30 9 430 36 3 1,036 110 222 18 7 476 &0 105 89
Respiratory allergies, .. . 5 180 5 0 425 a5 ¢ 1 468 15 6 141 19 621 [ ] 75 83
DIgestive cueuon o v cen o 8,005 B4 8 863 72 8 2,980 818 483 40 8 1,661 176 282 23 8
Stomach uleer . . . .. 3,317 351 350 25 1,067 113 168 Mu2 623 64 115 p7
Other chronie stomach
trouble ... .. —eeo - 2 066 29 2517 799 85 224 18 9 503 53 97 82
Hernfa or rupture ... . 1 808 202 116 98 744 70 34 29 307 3a 22 19
Mental . ... . . . .. .. 4 030 42 827 A9 8 2,488 26 4 843 121 1,784 189 4“7 377
Neurologleal... ..... .. 663 70 121 102 524 58 112 94 383 41 102 86
Urogenital... .. . . 1,950 207 481 40 6 837 89 278 23 5 453 48 189 18 0
eoplasm - - 2,483 26 3 132 11 1,000 10 6 84 73 804 64 8 &7
Endocrine 4 299 45 & 402 415 1,304 14 4 231 195 826 a7 142 120
Diabetes - 1,888 200 349 295 851 20 185 15 5 518 56 124 105
Thyrold trouble .. 2,456 26 0 146 123 534 57 '8 32 316 33 18 15
Other. ... . .... . . 1¢ 997 16 4 764 64 4 3 051 323 309 26 0 1,454 153 181 15 2
Nonrespiratory allergles ... 7,812 4 | 329 1,130 120 &3 45 406 43 41 35
Deafness/hearing problem, 2,022 21 4 80 61 708 748 38 32 360 38 24 20
Visaal impairment ... ... 1,149 122 193 16 3 748 70 131 ni 456 48 BL L]
Other specified.. ... 676 72 8 83 529 56 66 36 273 249 86 80
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TasLe 9 —Prevalence rate (per 1,000 population) for total
and disabled population aged 20-64, by race and condition,
1972

3
Prevalence rate
Disabled
per 1,000 popalstion population
Bg p:;ge:lt of
Total Disabled ey
Chronle condition population population population
group
Blagk Blaﬁk Blagk
3 an arl
White | jopar | White | giper | White [ Jper
races races = | races
Total e aw .. | 4RO 3| 4698 1939 1403 19 4 140
Muscialoskelotal .. _ | 1968 | 188 5 59| 1130 43 8 60 0
Cardiovascular..... 1958 | 2314 00| 1037 a5 8 418
Respiratory . .. .| 104 9 B9 0 381 44 5 303 50 0
Digestive ___ _ __ .. B8 728 316 40 8 372 56 0
Mental .. . . ... 49 98 26 4 121 81 4 78
Neurologleal .. . . .. 70 10 2 35 95 0 926
Urogenital . . .. . .. 207 408 89 23 & 429 578
Neoplasm . . ..... . 26 3 11 1048 78 40 3 65 2
Endoering.... - . - 45 % 41 5 14 4 19 6 317 470
Other . _ _ ... ___| 1093 56 2 26 7 20 5 24 36 5

¥ H

The higher prevalence of cardiovascular dis-
eases among blacks and persons of other mmority
Taces, as the data in table 8 show, results almost
entirely from high blood pressure, a disease more
than twice as prevalent among this group than
among whites—1388 cases per 1,000 and 669
cases per 1,000, respectively High blood pressure
18 one of the forms of heart disease that can often
be controlled by medication The higher preva-
lence of this group of diseases, particularly high
blood pressure, among blacks and those of other
minority races has been well-documented medi-
cally,® unhke the other conditions that have a dif-
ferential association with disabihty according to
race

Significantly, for all groups of conditions ex-
amuned here, the proportion of persons with the
disease who were also disabled was higher for
blacks and other minority races than for whites
This finding is true even for neoplastic diseases,
despite therr much higher prevalence among
whites,

Further analyses of these differences by race
would require more detailed mformation about
gpecific conditions and their natural histories Yet
the available data raise some interesting ques-
tions about differences i the dynamies of the
disease process among the races Do 'the higher
prevalence rates of chromic conditions and the

l

*See Edward F KEckenfels et al, “Endemic Hyper-
tension in a Poor, Black Rural Community Can It Be
Controlled,” Journal of Chronic Diseases, 1970, pages
499-518
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higher likelihood of associated disability among
blacks and members of other minority races sug-
gest the occurrence of relatively more severe cases
as a result of genetic and environmental differ-
ences? Or does the fact that higher proportions
of these minority races tend to be disabled, re-
gardless of the type of condition involved, reflect
differences 1n the economic conditions that face
mmpaired blacks in comparison with those that
whites encountier i similar situations?

' "

Multiple Conditions . o
i

The presence of multiple conditions, as well as
their number,'seemed to increase the likelihood
of bemg disabled Three-fourths of the survey
respondents who were currently disabled reported
two or more chronic conditions or impairments,
but somewhat less than one-sixth of those who
were not disabled reported more than one con-
dition ,

The presence of severe disability increased even
more sharply with the number of conditions Five
percent of the population reporting one condition
wag severely disabled; ten times that proportion
was severely disabled among persons with four
or more conditions These relationships are 1lus-
trated below.

Number of conditions

Disability status e

our
v One Two | Three | 2 ore
Total number {in I.housﬁnds) R I25,1120 12 300 | ¢ 6,341 7,202
Totalpercent . ... .. .. 160 0 100 ¢ 100 0 100 0
Currently disabled.. . e e wrr 143 299 43 4 750
BAVOre. . . . us suces 2n 2n oa = 49 148 22 @ 49 8
Partial.on ceee caew me = = mem #5 17 4 209 254
Nondisabled . .. ... . o aiued 857 no 56 4 250

The relationships illustrated are partly the
result of differences 1n the age distributions of
the disabled and the nondisabled since age 1s
highly correlated with both the likelihood of
disability and the number of conditions reported
Table 10 shows that the number of chronic con-
ditions reported increased significantly with age,
regardless of disability status Moreover, four
times as many of the currently disabled aged



TasLr 10 —Number of conditions reported Percentage dis-
tribution of adult population aged 2064, by disability status
and age group, 1972

Age group
Number of conditlons Total
20-34 | 35-44 | 45-54 | 55-64
Total population
Total number (In thousands) __|106,268 [41 771 |21 000 (23 606 | 18 982
Totalpercent . ... .... .| W000|1000{:000|3000]| 1000
NON®ere e ve v v v v = 512 636 532 41 6 37
1o o o e e e e e -] 244 230 252 285 249
2. . . 118 88| 109 148 14 8
B e o s el e ue - 40 31 &7 78 102
4OTMOTE .. . . . oo coce o am 47 17 48 g2 174
Cutrenily disabled \

Total number (In thousands) .| 15,550 { 2,994 | 2 398 | 4,565 | 5,591
Totalpereent... .. . __.. .._] 1000{ 10001000 {1000 | 1000

None . .. . .. coen e f 140 13 8 [
......... e me ee e aem a- 239 899} 275 228 149
2 e e i eemm ee meeme = em 229| 310 234 224 18 9
[ . e e e am e = - - 178 62} 190 189 171
4O0TTNOTE .e v vv v = wm en ae =m 47| 118] 288 354 490

" Reperely disabled .

Total number ({n thousands).. | 7,717 923 | 1,005 | 2 083 { 3 610
Total percent . .o. we « ewe-n] 1000 (100071000 [ 1000 1000

NODO.. . o o cce 4 oan o cumen 3 1 13 3 0
163 320 188 153 122
2. 185 254| 186 | 178 171
3 L e e e emm e e eee 196) 240 | 205 199 157
4 ormore . e e e e es ae 463 178 407 47 851

Nondirabled

Total number (in thousands) ..]| 90,718 {38,776 {19,511 |19,040 | 13,301
Total percent . .  .oc.... | W000C|I000[1000|1000} 1000
Nonme.. .. ... o0 cce cccae o - | 899 685 206 | 514 47 8
T 245 | 2017 249 | 274 27 6
2 e e me o eeme e e ee g6 6 g 94 30 131
B o e e e en e e e me e s 39 21 41 52 78
4OTMOTO_ca oo = e o coces o 20 9 18 29 42

55-64 as of those aged 20-34 had four or more
conditions For the severely disabled, about half
of those aged 45-64 had four or more conditions,
less than 5 percent of the nondisabled 1n that age
group reported that they had at least four chronic
conditions ~

Role of Accidents

Accidents and/or mjuries caused a significant
proportion of the chronic diseases and/or impair-
ments reported by survey respondents Further-
more, the proportion was much higher among the
disabled than among those who were not disabled

According to table 11, almost one-seventh of
the adult population reporting a chronic condi-
tion indicated that it was:accidental m orgm.

14

Among the nondisabled, less than one-tenth re-
ported a condition eaused by accident or injury
On the other hand, one-fifth to one-fourth of both
the currently disabled and the severely disabled
reported a disease or impairment of accidental
orign  Obviously, aceidents or injuries either
caused or, at the least, contributed sigmificantly
to the extent of work disability reported by the
adult population

Accidentally induced chromic diseases and/or
1mmpairments were much more likely to be reported
by men than by women and by whites than by
blacks and members of other races, regardless of
disability status The proportion of men with an
accident-related condition ranged from 16 percent
of the nondisabled to 81 percent of the currently
disabled The comparable figures for women were
5 percent and 18 percent, respectively

The differences noted above in the relative fre-
quency of chronic diseases and impairments caused
accidentally probably reflect differences between
men and women in labor-force participation and
differences 1n the kinds of jobs held by men and
women This hypothesis is supported by the data
on age n table 11 In fact, the proportion of
accidentally caused conditions first increased with
age, declined slightly after age 45, and then
dropped more rapidly after age 55, regardless of
disability status Obviously, the decline after age
45 1n the importance of accidents as a cause of
chronic impairment also reflects the fact that
chronic, degenerative diseases begin to occur more
frequently after middle age .

The 1mportance of the workplace 1n accidentally
caused chronic conditions and impairments 1s
underscored dramatically by the figures in table
12 Injuries that occurred on the job were the
most frequent type/place of accident reported;
fully one-third of the accidents reported took
place there. Automobile accidents—the second
most frequent type/place—accounted for one-
fourth of the accidents reported

This pattern held for all disability groups,
regardless of severity Some differences were
observed, however, by sex, age, and race Among
women and disabled persons under age 35, acci-
dents involving motor vehicles were the type
reported most frequently Such accidents ac-
counted for more than 40 percent of those reported
by women and by the severely disabled under

age 35
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TapLe 11 —Cause of chrome conditions and impairments Number and

conditions, by disabihity status, sex, age group, and race, 1972

percent of adnlt, population aged 2064 with chrome

Total papulation Currently disabled Beverely disabled . Nondisabled
!
' Condition eaused - | Condition eansed Condition caused Conditlon caused
Agn, sex, and race Total by accident Total by accident Total + by sceldent Total by accident
:;umhber (rilmg}lber aurglhber (?u%ber
Un thou | wyymper | Percent | U tHOU | apyimver | Pereent | (7 EROM J ogyriber | Percent | G0 thot |y o | parcent
sands} | G thon o 8ands) | gn thou of s8nds) | o thon of sands) | i shon of
sands) total sands) total sands) total sands) totel
Totall, - .. 50,759 7,019 138 14 815 3 519 238 7,516 1 663 221 35,044 3,499 07
Bex
Men. .. . oar e ae 22 813 4 636 203 8,668 2,054 308 2 866 789 216 15 147 2,582 150
AWuman. ae - 27,944 2,382 835 B 147 L465| + 18¢ 4,649 874 18 8 19,797 017 46
g6 grou f
20-34 ?_ - —— - 14,773 2,048 13 9 2 693 697 259 001 177 19 8 12,079 1,351 12
a4 .. ... . .. 10,005 1483 148 2,252 | 840 28 4 1.017 287 28 2 7,753 843 109
45-54 - - e e - 13 591 198 141 4,413 1,141 B8 2,060 458 222 9177 77 85
355-64 oo = am e em - 12,391 1,570 127 6,420 1,041 191 3,536 739 209 6,935 626 78
ace
White .. R, 45,300 4 497 14 3 12,670 3,121 28 6,207 1,433 231 32,830 3,376 103
Black and other | _ 5,460 520 95 2,145 398 186 1,308 230 17 6 3,314 122 a7

! Ex¢ludes persons with unknown cause of condition

H

TanLe 12 —Place/type of accident Number and percent of adult population aged 20-64 with chrome conditions, by disahility
status, sex, age group, and race, 1972

| A

i

. Bex Age group Race
Disability status and
place/type of aceident Total Black
Men ‘Women 20-34 44 45-54 5564 White and
' { other
Total population
‘Total number (in thousands). . L 7,019 4 636 2,382 2,048 1,483 1,918 1,570 8 497 "s20
Total percent .. . .. __ - 100 ¢ 100 0 160 0 160 0 100 0 100 0 100 @ 100 0 100 0
On th job. P - - 38 5 48 4 13 4 2% 4 851 41 8 40 8 351 8 4
Moving vehicle .. . . . .. . - 24 3 14 0 44 & + 293 245 192 238 243 250
home.. ... ... ... . - 15 4 10 8 24 3 130 20 4 ‘152 14 0 158 96
Other. .- - - .- e - 23 2 25 9 178 25 2 188 229 210 241 12
Type not reported ... .... _. ._ . - [} 8 1 1] 13 9 3 [} - emeea =
Currently duabled
Total number (In thousands) ... 3,519 2 054 1 465 Lilirg 640 1,141 1,041 3,121 )
Total percent___ . . . ee - 100 O 100 0 1000 100 ¢ 1000 1000 100 0 100 0 100 0
Unthejob . _ .., . - s 381 54 9 145 238 42 8 40 8 41 8 ' 368 48 &
Moving vehlele .. . e me e 26 7 145 439 377 294 . 208 24 2 26 2 312
Athome .. .. . .. . ve wn o - 148 ; 15 252 e 170 14 8 158 158 78
Other . " " .0 .77 200 22 6 16 4 26 § 98|, 238 130 210 128
Typenotreported.. . . . .. ..... . 3 4 M 9 2 4 '
Lt , Severely dizabled
Total number (in thousands). - 1 663 789 874 177 287 458 739 1 433 220
Total pereent.... . . = aas oaa 100 ¢ 100 0 100 0 100 0 100 0 100 © 100 O 100 O 100 0
Onthefob__ ___ . ... . ee - 373 62 6 14 5 26 0 366 36 2 409 36 8 40 0
Moving vehicle . - e e e em ai 151 457 46 9 i ] N7 %1 30 8 335
Athome... . - e —- 138 48 217 34 185 131 14 8 147 83
Other_.. ___ e me = m ot a an w oaam 176 171 180 237 105 190 180 17 4 17 8
Typenotgeported______ .. _ _ ... . . 2 4 B leeee - - 7 o e - 3] [ ]
Nondisebled B
Total number (in thousands). ... 3,499 2,582 n7 1,351 843 b - b29 3,376 122
Total pereent... . .. . . ceen - 100 ¢ 100 0 100 0 100 0 100 ¢ 10009 100 0 100 0 100 0
Onthelob.. .. .. . _. .. ... 350 433, 17 323 992 435 8B 3146 738
Moving vehicle_.. . .. _ .. ._ . v 219 13 4 45 4 24 9 09 ., 189 231 22 5 49
[ 1T 158 135 228 135 28 158 110 15 9 15 6
Other.. . .. . - . 0 oo s eopeam - 26 4 28 5 20 2 291 256 21 9 272 71 57
Typenotreported.__. . ... eeeeeen.. . 9 12]. PO 15 21 e vrne - -3

The 1mportance of accidents or injuries as a

cause of chromc diseases and impairments also
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varied widely with the type of condition mvolved

(table 13) Accidents and 1njuries may, imndeed,



account for the high prevalence of musculoskeletal
disorders 1n the adult population as previously
reported Fully one-fourth of the musculoskeletal
disorders reported 1n the 1972 survey were the
result of accidents or injuries Moreover, this
proportion held for both the disabled and the
nondisabled, although 1t fell to only 17 percent
for the severely disabled Accidents accounted for
10 percent or more of the cases reported in the
general population for only three other conditions
—hearing problems, visual 1mpa.1rments, and

epilepsy.

Technical Note*

STUDY DESIGN

The survey data were collected and processed
by the Bureau of the Census Survey estimates
are based on a sample of 18,000 interviewed per-
sons selected from the 1970 5-percent Census
sample Of these 18,000 persons, 11,700 were
selected from all who indicated that they were
disabled before October 1969 on the 1970 Census
questionnaire These persons make up the disabled
sample A mail screeming in 1971 of the remaiming
persons resulted 1n two other sample groups—
5,100 nondisabled persons and 1,200 recent-onset
cases In addition to the sample of mterviewed
persons, there were 2,850 noninterviews Thus the
rate of “good responses” for the survey—based
on 18,000 interviewed persons out of 20,830 el-
gible for interview—s 86 percent The number
and reason for noninterviews were as follows

-

Nonmnterview reason Number of persons

Total .- - 2,850
Unable to contact .o.omoooooooo 1,240
Temporarily absent —__________. 100
Refused _____ - 620
Moved outside 357 primary

sampling units - 850
Miscellaneous meemeeoemcemceeeee—— 240

* For a description of the rellability of the estimates,
see the data {n the technleal note in Kathryn H Allan,
“Tirst Findings of the 1972 Survey of the Disabled Gen-
eral Characteristics,” Soclal Securily Bullelin, October
1978, pages 35-37

i

In general, the sample was a stratified multi-
stage cluster design comprised of 357 sampling
areas mcluding every county and some independ-
ent cities in the United States The disabled per-
sons were selected from all 357 strata, the non-
disabled and recently disabled groups were chosen
from a special subset of 105 strata The sample
was designed to represent the noninstitutionalized
civilian population of the United States aged
18-64 as of Apnl 1970

DEFINITION OF DISABILITY .

Disability 18 defined mn this study as a himita-
tion mn the kind or amount of work (or house-
work) resulting from a chrome health condition
or impairment lasting 3 months or longer, The
disability classification 1s based on the extent of
the individual’s capacity for work, as reported
by the respondent 1n a set of work-qualhfication
questions Data on employment and on functional
capacities—such as mobility, activities of daily
living, personal care needs, and funetional activ-
ity limitations—were also collected to evaluate
further the nature and severity of disablity

The severity of disability was classified by the

" extent of work limitation as

Severely dizabled—unable to work altogether or un-
able to work regularly

Occupationally dizabled—able to work regularly but
unable to do the same work as before the onset of
disability or unable to work full time

kS
Becondary work himitations—able to work full time,
regularly, and at the same work but with limitations
in the kind or amount of work they ean perform,
women with limitatfons in keeping house but not in
paid work are Included as having secondary work
Hmitations

CHRONIC AND/OR DISABLING CONDITIONS

During the household interview, all respondents
were shown the following list of chronic condi-
tions and 1mpairments, and asked, “Do you have
any of these conditions or mmpairments?”

SOCIAL SECURITY



TaBLE 13 —Cause of chronie eonditions and ympairments Number and percent of adult population aged 20-84 with chronc

eonditions, by disabihity status and condition, 1972

Total population Currently disabled Beverely disabled Nondisabled
Condition eaused Condition caused Condltion caused Condition caused
Chronie condition Total by aceident Total by accident Total by acoident Total by accident
E’jml;‘ﬂaer ﬂur{lhl:: (riml?hber (ljlur{lhber
1 Eho1 | Nymber | Percent | U1 Number | Percent | W MO0 i per | Percent | Uf thoU-
88uds) | 4 thoy- of sands) | (i thou of sands) | 4 vhou of sands) a’m‘gﬁr Pﬂ;o?nt
sands) total sands) total - sands) total sands) total
—]
Total.. ... w mee - | 108 268 .00 . - 15,550 3 519 - 7.717 1,682 - 90,718 3,499 —
Museuloskolotal .- 20 822 5,518 26 3 9,452 2,770 20 3 7,603 120 5] 11,370 2,746 2
Arthritis or rheumatism 11 547 479 41 5,123 187 37 2,878 82 28 8,424 201 45
Trouble with back orspine | 10 291 3192 30 5,168 1,631 31 6 2,213 719 323 5129 1,581 305
Missing Umbs, all or part. | , 324 208 64 2 137 85 620 57 28 491 187 124 66 3
Chronic atiffness. .. .. .. 3,155 1632 57 1,919 884 45 0 1,064 430 413 1 236 769 62 2
Other, - we mr e - 288 ] 21 242 3 11 160 2 12 3 3 100 0
Cardiovaseular __ . ... . 21 222 220 10 7,839 101 13 4,532 84 19| 1338 119 9
Regpiratory .. . ... . - 10 957 24 2 4 124 19 5 237 T [} 6,832 4 1
Digestive ... . . ... 8 858 226 25 3,463 142 41 1,943 44 23 5,404 B4 18
Hernia orrupture . . .... 2025 174 86 778 g1 1n7 329 24 73 1 248 82 48
other__ cremme = em -aee| 7,552 7 3 042 50 186 1,835 20 11 4 500 2 m
Mentat .. .. 4 877 135 28 3131 o8 31 2 231 T4 33 1,746 37 21
Mentak fllness .. .. 649 46 71 519 46 89 467 g4 130 |oneemen [
Mental retardation . 338 21 62 azs 21 65 259 15 58 13 PR
Ofher . . s o Ci o oe .- 4,170 63l « 18 2,538 31 12 1,733 15 8 1,641 37 23
Neurologieal. . __ . e 784 - 73 93 636 69 108 485 43 89 148 4 27
Epilepsy or selzures - - 504 [i33 121 369 57 15 4 209 31 10 4 134 4 ao
f e eee w ww ne 288 12 42 27a 12 44 192 12 82 T LT U ..
Umgenitt\] ................ 2 431 31 13 1,115 12 11 642 1 11 1,318 19 171
Ni . e mamem emme . 2 615 29 11 1,086 8 7 672 2 4 1,520 21 14
En ocrine —rete - an me 4,701 821 7 1,504 23 14 063 2 2 3,197 10 3
Other _. . 11,708 411 35 8,330 168 50 1,614 7 48 B 37 243 29
i Dearness/heaﬂng problem 2 083 264 127 746 82 114 4 40 04 1,347 182 138
Visual impairments...... .| 1,43 137 10 2 88 77 88 537 a2 60 60 130
« Qtherspecifled_. _, . ... 8,682 10 1 1,010 10 b 826 & [} 8,771 |aeemaman | eom maeee
1 Less thsn 0.05 percent : - .
Asthma Arthritis or rheumatism archical list of diagnostic groups and conditions
Tuberculosis Mental illness
within each grou
Chronic bronchitls Mental retardation e 8 p The pr10r1ty order of the
Emphysema Diabetes diagnostic groups was as follows (from highest
Any other chronie lung Thyroid trouble or goiter to low est) .
trouble Epilepsy or greizures
Allergies affecting Multiple sclerosis ! .
breathing Alcohol or drug problems Cardlovascular Digestive '
Any other allergy ! Chronic nervous trouble Respiratory Urogenital
Rheumatic tever Hernia or rupture Neurological Neoplasm
Hardening of the arterles Deafness or serious Mental Endocrine
High blood pressure trouble with hearing Musculoskeletal Other specified conditions

Blindness or serious
trouble with seeing,
even when wearing

(hypertension}
Hesart attacks (coronary)
Heart trouble

Stroke glasses
Trouble with varicose Missing legs or feet
veing Missing arms or hands

Hemorrhoids or piles
Tumor, cyst, or growth

Chronic stiffness or any
deformity of the foot,

Cancer . leg, arm, or hand
Gallbladder or liver Repeated trouble with
trouble back or spine '

Stomach ulcer

Other chronic stomach
trouble

Kidney stones or kidney
trouble

'Chronic stiffness or
deformity of the back
or spine

Provision was made for reporting of multiple
conditions Where six or more conditions were
reported by a respondent, however, only the five
most 1mportant were recorded and tabulated The
relattve importance of specific conditions was
assigned on the basis of a predetermined, hier-
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This procedure was followed except where the
respondent indicated that any of the conditions
reported was the result of an accident. Conditions
caused by accidents were automatically assigned
the top priority

In addition, respondents reporting that therr
health kept them from working at all or limited
the kind or amount of work or housework they
could do were shown the same list of conditions,
and asked, “Are (were) any of these conditions
the main reason for your work limitation?” If
the condition mainly responsible for limiting the
ability to work was not listed, survey respondents
were asked to name and describe that econdition
Information about other conditions that might
have nterfered with their work capacity was not
elicited
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