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SOCIAL SECURITY

TEH2B



October 21, 2013
1390105R

Dr. John Smith

President, Behavior Consultants

Suite 100

14 Anywhere Road

Bellevue, Washington  98007

Dear Dr. Smith:

This letter is in response to your September 3, 2013 inquiry about our representative payee policies concerning children.

We do not interact with minor children during the representative payee selection process.  We depend on the parents, other responsible adults, or a social service agency to provide necessary information related to the benefits, including information on custody.

Our policy requires verification of custody when a parent is applying to be the representative payee and the other parent does not reside in the same household.  We also require payees to report custody changes; we will react to those changes, as appropriate.
In addition, we do not offer guidance for parents, divorce lawyers, and mental health professionals to minimize the adverse psychological impact of the representative payee process on children since this is outside the purview of our agency.
We hope you find this information helpful. 
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