Sample of Language that Explains Medicare Enrollment Periods – BEFORE

You have through November 2012 to enroll for Medicare medical insurance.  If you enroll after that date, you will have to wait until the next general enrollment period.  A general enrollment period takes place in January, February and March of each year.  However, it may cost you more if you do not sign up now. 

You may also be able to enroll during a special enrollment period.  You can do this if you meet all of the conditions listed below: 


1. You are age 65 or older,
2. Your health insurance coverage is under an employer's plan because you or your wife is working, and 
3. You had health insurance coverage under that plan since you became age 65.  


You may enroll for Medicare medical insurance at any time you are covered under the group health plan.  However, you may wait and enroll during the 8-month period that begins when the work ends or your coverage under the plan ends, whichever occurs first.  

You should know that your group health plan is not usually the primary insurance if the employer has less than 20 employees.  In this case, having Medicare medical insurance is very important, so you may want to sign up now.  

If you need help in deciding what to do, please contact your employee benefits office or any Social Security office. 

