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CITY ST ZIP

We received your written request for a protective filing date for a new application for disability benefits.  We cannot give you a protective filing date based on this request because you currently have an appeal pending for the same program and type of benefits.

How You May Get A Protective Filing Date 

If your appeal is pending at the Appeals Council, you may get a protective filing date by giving us new evidence.  The Appeals Council will decide whether you qualify for a protective filing date based on the new evidence.  

When We Will Give You A Protective Filing Date 

We will give you a protective filing date if the Appeals Council finds that the evidence is relevant to the issue of your disability and does not relate to the period on or before the administrative law judge’s (ALJ) decision.   

The Appeals Council will send you a notice after it completes its action on your appeal.  This notice will tell you that if you file a new application, we will use the date you requested the Appeals Council review as the filing date for your new application.  The Appeals Council will return your evidence with the notice.  

When We Will Not Give You A Protective Filing Date 

                  

We will not give you a protective filing date if the Appeals Council finds that the evidence relates to the period on or before the ALJ’s decision.  If the evidence is new and material to the issues decided by the ALJ, the Appeals Council will consider the evidence with your pending appeal. 


Please note: If you live in Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode   

Island, or Vermont, the Appeals Council is limited in the evidence it can consider.  It will only consider evidence that relates to the period on or before the ALJ’s decision if: 

· You also show there is a reasonable probability that the evidence would change the outcome of the decision, 

AND

· You did not submit the evidence earlier because we misled you, your limitations prevented you from doing so, 

OR

· Some other unusual, unexpected, or unavoidable circumstances beyond your control occurred 
If You Have Any Questions

We invite you to visit our website at www.socialsecurity.gov on the Internet to find general information about Social Security.  If you have any specific questions, you may call us toll-free at 1-800-772-1213, or call your local Social Security office at 1-xxx-xxx-xxxx.  We can answer most questions over the phone.  If you are deaf or hard of hearing, you may call our TTY number at 1-800-325-0778.  You can also write or visit any Social Security office.  The office that serves your area is located at: 

                        
SOCIAL SECURITY

Street Address

City, State, Zip

If you do call or visit an office, please have this letter with you.  It will help us answer your questions.  Also, if you plan to visit an office, you may call ahead to make an appointment.  This will help us serve you more quickly when you arrive at the office.
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