

BEFORE


Social Security Administration

Retirement, Survivors, and Disability Insurance

Supplemental Security Income

Notice of Disapproved Claims


                                                                                  Telephone: 

                                                                                    Date:

                                                                                    Claim Number:


We are writing about your claims for Social Security and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) disability benefits. Based on a review of your health problems you do not qualify for benefits on either claim. This is because you are not disabled or blind under our rules.

We have enclosed information about the disability and blindness rules and more details about the decisions on your claims.

About the Decisions

Doctors and other trained staff looked at your case and made these decisions. They work for your State but used our rules.

Please remember that there are many types of disability programs, both government and private, which use different rules. A person may be receiving benefits under another program and still not be entitled under our rules. This may be true in your case.

If You Disagree With The Decisions

If you disagree with these decisions, you have the right to appeal. We will review your case and consider any new facts you have. A person who did not make the first decisions will decide your case.

· You have 60 days to ask for an appeal.

· The 60 days start the day after you get this letter. We assume you got this letter 5 days after the date on it unless you show us that you did not get it within the 5-day period.

· You must have a good reason for waiting more than 60 days to ask for an appeal.

· You have to ask for an appeal in writing. We will ask you to complete a form SSA-561-U2, called "Request for Reconsideration." You may complete this report online at www.socialsecurity.gov/disability/appeal. Or, you may contact one of our offices or call 1-800-772-1213 to request this form.  Contact one of our offices if you want help.

· In addition, you should complete a "Disability Report - Appeal" to tell us about your medical condition since you filed your claim. You may complete this report online after you complete the online Request for Reconsideration. Or, you may contact one of our offices or call 1-800-772-1213 to request this form.

Please read the enclosed pamphlets, "Your Right to Question the Decision Made on Your Claim" and "Your Right to Question the Decision Made on Your SSI Claim." They contain more information about appeals.

New Application

You have the right to file a new application at any time, but filing a new application is not the same as appealing a decision. If you disagree with either of these decisions and you file a new application for Social Security or SSI instead of appealing, you might lose some benefits, or not qualify for any benefits.  Also, we could deny the new Social Security application using this decision, if the facts and issues are the same.  So, if you disagree with either decision, you should ask for an appeal within 60 days.

If You Want Help With Your Appeal

You may choose to have a representative help you. We will work with this person just as we would work with you. If you decide to have a representative, you should find one quickly so that person can start preparing your case.

Many representatives charge a fee only if you receive benefits. Others may represent you for free. Usually, your representative may not charge a fee unless we approve it. Your local Social Security office can give you a list of groups that can help you find a representative.

If you get a representative, you or that person must notify us in writing. You may use our form SSA-1696-U4 Appointment of Representative. Any local Social Security office can give you this form.

If You Have Any Questions
We invite you to visit our website at www.socialsecurity.gov on the Internet to find general information about Social Security. If you have any questions, you may call us toll-free at 1-800-772-1213, or call your local Social Security office at the number shown on page 1. If you are deaf or hard of hearing, you may call our TTY number, 1-800-325-0778. We can answer most questions over the phone. You can also write or visit any Social Security office. The office that serves your area is located at:

If you do call or visit an office, please have this letter with you. It will help us answer your questions. Also, if you plan to visit an office, you may call ahead to make an appointment. This will help us serve you more quickly.

Social Security Administration

Enclosures:

SSA Pubs. No. 05-11008 and No. 05-10058

Explanation of Decision

Disability Rules and Other Benefits Factsheets

Explanation of Decision

[Enter the personalized disability explanation here.]

INFORMATION ABOUT OTHER BENEFITS

Only the box(es) checked below apply to you.

Other Benefits
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   Based on the application you filed, you are not entitled to any other benefits besides those you may already be getting. In the future, if you think you may be entitled to other benefits you will need to apply again. If you disagree with this decision, you have the right to appeal. The appeal was described earlier in this letter.

Medicaid

        An agency of your State will advise you about the Medicaid program. If you have any questions about your eligibility for Medicaid or need immediate medical assistance, you should get in touch with:
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    The application you filed with us is not an application for medical assistance or Medicaid. If you need medical assistance or have any questions about your eligibility for Medicaid, you should get in touch with:
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    Since you are not receiving SSI payments, you are not automatically eligible for medical assistance under the Medicaid program. However, if you need help with medical bills, you still may be eligible for medical assistance. To find out if you are eligible for help you should get in touch with:
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    Since you are not receiving SSI payments, you cannot get Medicaid based on SSI. Usually people who live in Texas get Medicaid only if they receive SSI payments or Aid to Families with Dependent Children. However, Texas does offer Medicaid to others, such as:

· children with low incomes,

· women who are pregnant,

· people in nursing homes, and

· people who have Medicare Part A and meet certain income and resource rules.

Please contact the Texas Department of Human Services if you have any questions about their Medicaid program.

State Assistance Payments
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  You may want to contact your local public assistance office to find out if you qualify for payments from them.

DISABILITY AND BLINDNESS RULES

Rules for Social Security

You must meet certain rules to qualify for Social Security disability benefits:


For Disabled Worker's Benefits: 


You must have the required work credits and your health problems must:
· keep you from doing any kind of substantial work (described below), and

· last, or be expected to last, for at least 12 months in a row, or result in death.


For Disabled Child’s Benefits: 


You must be age 18 or older and your health problems must:
· begin before age 22 or you must become disabled again within 7 years after the month that your earlier period of disability ended, and

· keep you from doing any kind of substantial work (described below), and

· last, or be expected to last, for at least 12 months in a row, or result in death.

For Disabled Widow’s, Widower’s or Surviving Divorced Spouse’s Benefits:


You must be at least age 50, and your health problems must:
· keep you from doing any kind of substantial work (described below), and

· last, or be expected to last, for at least 12 months in a row, or result in death, and

· have started before the end of a special period. 

The special period starts with the latest of:

· the month your spouse died, or
· the month your Social Security benefits as a parent ended, or
· the month your earlier period of widow(er)'s disability ended.

The special period ends at the close of the 84th month (7 years) after the month it started.

DISABILITY AND BLINDNESS RULES

Rules for Social Security

You must meet certain rules to qualify for Social Security disability benefits:

For payment as a Disabled Adult:
If 
If you are age 18 or older your health problem must:

· keep you from doing any kind of substantial work (described below), an

· last, or be expected to last, for at least 12 months in a row, or result in death. 

For payment as a Disabled Child:
If 
If you are under age 18 your health problems must:

· be as severe as those that would keep an adult from doing any kind of substantial work. This means that your health problems must limit you from doing things that other children the same age normally can do, to the extent required by our rules, and

· last, or be expected to last, for at least 12 months in a row, or result in death. 

You must meet certain rules to qualify for SSI payments based on blindness:
· your eyesight must be no better than 20/200 in the better eye with the use of a correcting lens, or
· your visual fields must be restricted to 20 degrees or less.

You can qualify for SSI benefits due to blindness even if you can do substantial work.

Information About Substantial Work

Generally, substantial work is physical or mental work you are paid to do. Work can be substantial even if it is part-time. To decide if your work is substantial, we consider the nature of the job duties, the skills and experience you need to do the job, and how much you actually earn.

Usually, we find that your work is substantial if your gross earnings average over $1,010 per month after we deduct allowable amounts. This monthly amount is higher for Social Security disability benefits due to blindness ($1,690).

Your work may be different than before your health problems began. It may not be as hard to do and your pay may be less. However, we may still find that your work is substantial under our rules.

If you are self-employed, we consider the kind and value of your work, including your part in the management of the business, as well as your income, to decide if your work is substantial.

