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Claim Number:  xxx-xx-9999fillin "Enter SSN,<Alt+ENTER>to continue" \d ""
Mr. John Smith

100 State St.

Oakland, CA 94612fillin "Enter Addressee,<Alt+ENTER> to Continue" \d ""
You must meet certain medical and nonmedical requirements to be entitled to disability benefits.

We have found that you meet the medical requirements for disability benefits.  An explanation of our findings follows.  Please read it carefully.

We used the following report(s) in deciding your claim:

Jerry Jones, MD, Report Received, 2/24/2006

Winston Trust, MD, Report Received, 1/10/2006

R. Andrew Thomas, MD, Report Received, 1/5/2006fillin "List reports,<Alt+ENTER> to continue" \d ""
You said that you became unable to work on 06/06/2007 because of three bulging discs and a bone spur on the spine causing chronic back pain and left knee pain. 

While you stopped work because of your condition, you do not meet our requirements for disability until 10/01/2007.  Specifically, we look at your ability to function with your medical condition. Then we consider your age, education and past work for determining disability. The rules allow us to find you disabled as early as 10/01/2007 which is near your 55th birthdayfillin "Enter impairment,<Alt+ENTER>to continue" \d "".

fillin "Enter your rationale,<Alt+ENTER>to continue" \d ""We have not yet made a decision about whether you meet the nonmedical requirements, but we will make that decision soon.  Then we will send you a second notice explaining our decision.  AFTER YOU RECEIVE THIS SECOND NOTICE, YOU WILL HAVE 60 DAYS TO APPEAL THE DETERMINATION WE MADE ABOUT YOUR CLAIM FOR DISABILITY BENEFITS.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR DISABILITY CLAIM OR WISH TO APPEAL OUR FINDINGS, PLEASE DO NOT GET IN TOUCH WITH THE SOCIAL SECURITY OFFICE UNTIL YOU HAVE THE SECOND NOTICE.  The people at the Social Security office will be better able to answer your questions when they have the information from both notices.  You can look us up online at www.ssa.gov, call our national 1-800 number at 1-800-772-1213.
If You Want Help With Your Appeal

You can have a friend, lawyer, or someone else help you.  There are groups that can find you a lawyer or give you free legal services if you qualify.  There are also lawyers who do not charge unless you win your appeal.  Your local Social Security office has a list of groups that can help you with your appeal.

If you get someone to help you, you should let us know.  If you hire someone, we must approve the fee before he or she can collect it.  If you hire a lawyer, we will withhold up to 25 percent of any past due benefits to pay toward the fee.

After you have received your second notice, you can call or write any Social Security office to appeal our determination or to get answers to your questions.  Most questions can be handled by telephone or mail.  If you go to the Social Security office in person, please take both notices with you.
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