Social Security Online Website

Honors and Awards
1. On May 15, 2005 the National Federation of the Blind awarded SSA its Online Seal of Approval for making the new SSA redesigned website accessible to the blind. SSA was the first federal agency to obtain such approval. “HP, Wells Fargo and the U.S. Social Security Administration are leaders in Web accessibility,” said Dr. Marc Maurer, President, National Federation of the Blind. “We created the certification process so that Internet accessibility leaders, such as these, could be publicly recognized by the NFB for their efforts. We hope that more companies and organizations will follow the example that these innovators have set and make Web accessibility a priority in their organizations.”Certification was granted after the NFB conducted task-performance tests of the primary functions of the organizations’ Web sites. It was determined that a visually impaired user can perform the primary functions of the Web sites using at least two talking-screen access programs. As part of the certification program, NFB will continuously monitor these Web sites for accessibility using an automated system that flags potential problems for review by blind users. http://www.nfb.org
2. E-Gov 2002 Exposition on June 26 and 27. eGov Explorer Award for the Multilanguage page. 
3. 2001 Gold Award for SSA’s electronic Newsletter eNews from the Newsletter on Newsletters -- considered the international authority of the Newsletter industry, and this is their highest honor
4. The April 26, 1999 edition of Government Computer News did a feature article on Social Security Online entitled, “SSA sets mature example for Web sites.”  The article reviewed the Web site saying, “The Social Security Administration’s main Web site is a good example of how to extend Web reach through custom applications. It provides fast public access to a wealth of data collected by SSA.”  The full text of the review can be viewed at http://www.ntgov.com/gcn/gcn/1999/april26/11.htm.
5. Social Security Online Chosen “Select Site” by the Editors of the Dow Jones Business Directory -- The Directory, which contains more than 1,000 Web site reviews, is written and edited by the Dow Jones business news service. Social Security Online was considered along with thousands of other business sites in many categories, and was chosen because it provides exceptional value to their readers.  These readers, often business professionals who are savvy Internet users, use the service to find reliable information on the Web. The Dow Jones Business Directory is located at http://businessdirectory.dowjones.com. 

6. On March 24, 1998, Social Security Online was selected as the MSNBC Power Lunch’s ‘Cool’ Site of the Day.  The site was featured on a financial show hosted by Bill Griffeth who shares his top sites each day between 12 and 2 p.m.

7. SSA's History Web page was named one of the top 5% sites on the Web in September 1997.  This award is granted by Lycos, one of the largest search engines on the Internet.

8. In March 1997, the Government Executive Magazine Web site named Social Security Online as one of the “Best Feds on the Web”.   SSA was featured along with nine other government Web sites including the IRS, Smithsonian Institution, and the White House.

9. SSA competed in the Internet Open at the ICE (Internet Commerce Expo) event held in Anaheim, September 9‑12, 1996. We were awarded "BEST OF CLASS" in the Government/Public Administration category for our implementation of the PEBES. 

10. An article on Federal Web sites in the June 3, 1996 Washington Business section of the Washington Post called Social Security Online  “the ultimate web site”.  The article particularly cited the online PEBES.

11. On December 12, 1995 Team Internet was honored by Vice President Al Gore and the National Performance Review with the prestigious “Hammer Award” for its work in developing Social Security Online.

12. Social Security Online was also selected as one of the Top 5 percent of Web sites by the Point Survey.

13. On June 5, 1995 Social Security Online was selected as "Pick of the Week" by the National Center for Supercomputing Applications (NCSA).   

14. The May 1995 issue of PC/Computing magazine selected Social Security Online as one of the "101 Best Net Bets."  Editors of the magazine listed "the most interesting and useful" places out of the "more than 2,000,000 sites on the Internet." 
