SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFICIARIES AMONG THE MOST SEVERELY IMPAIRED IN THE WORLD
By The Social Security Administration
The United States has some of the most rigorous eligibility requirements in the world for disability benefits, according to a 2010 report by the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). The Sickness, Disability and Work: Breaking the Barriers—A Synthesis of Findings Across OECD Countries finds that the United States has the most rigid definition for disability and the shortest benefit payment duration.
The Social Security Act sets out a very strict definition of disability. To receive a disability benefit, a person must have an impairment expected to last at least one year or result in death. The impairment must be so severe the person is unable to perform any substantial work. Temporary or partial disability benefits are not available. Because the eligibility requirements are so strict, Social Security disability beneficiaries are among the most severely impaired people in the country and tend to have high death rates. 
In addition, a periodic review of every beneficiary ensures each remains eligible. Social Security also aggressively works to prevent, detect and prosecute fraud. The Social Security Administration looks into suspicious disability claims before making a decision to award benefits—proactively stopping fraud before it happens. These steps ensure only eligible individuals have access to these benefits.
Americans place a high premium on self-sufficiency, but it is reassuring to know that Social Security disability insurance is there for those who need it the most. You can learn more about the personal stories of people who get disability benefits at www.socialsecurity.gov/disabilityfacts. 

