
First Session of UN's Permanent 
Social Commission 

By Dorothy Lally* 

*Bureau of Public Assistance, Technical Training Service. Miss Lally, formerly welfare consultant with UNRRA in Eng­land, France, and Germany, was technical adviser to the United States representa­tive at the Social Commission meetings. 

Vital decisions on pressing emergent problems and the ne­
cessity for laying the foundation for long-range planning for 
international organization in the social field faced the Social 
Commission at its first session as a permanent organization 
of the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations. 
Arthur J. Altmeyer, Commissioner for Social Security, is United 
States representative on the Social Commission. 

T H E FIRST SESSION of the permanent 
Social Commission of the United Na­
tions was held a t Lake Success, New 
York, from Janua ry 2 0 through Feb­
ruary 4 . Established by the Economic 
and Social Council to advise i t on 
mat ters in the social field, t he new 
Commission faced heavy responsibil­
ities in setting the goals toward which 
the efforts of the United Nations in 
the social field1 should be directed. 
Though the 1 8 representatives on the 
Commission brought varied and spe­
cialized backgrounds to the work of 
the new organization, they showed in ­
creasingly a unity of purpose in their 
desire to establish a comprehensive 
social program which will assure the 
goods and services necessary for 
meeting the h u m a n needs common to 
all nat ions. 

In addition to these 1 8 representa­
tives,2 nominated by their governments 
and confirmed by t he Economic and 
Social Council, four specialized agen­
cies also sent representatives: T h e I n ­
ternat ional Labor Organization ( ILO), 
the Food and Agriculture Organiza­
tion (FAO), the United Nations Edu­
cational, Scientific and Cultural Or ­

ganization (UNESCO), and t h e World 
Heal th Organization (WHO). The 
nongovernmental organizations repre­
sented were the World Federat ion of 
Trade Unions, the In ternat ional Co­
operative Alliance, and the American 
Federat ion of Labor. UNRRA was in­
vited to at tend, as was the I n t e r n a ­
tional Chamber of Commerce, but 
nei ther organization sent a repre­
sentative. Dr. Frantisek Kraus of 
Czechoslovakia was elected Chai rman. 
A member of the Ministry of Social 
Welfare in his own country, Dr. Kraus 
was a representative on the Tempo­
ra ry Social Commission and, as R a p ­
porteur, was responsible for i ts final 
report . David Wilson, of New Zealand, 
was elected Vice Chairman, and Henry 
Hauck, representative from France 
and Chai rman of the Temporary Com­
mission, was elected Rapporteur . 

While the meeting of the Tempo­
ra ry Social Commission last May nec­
essarily emphasized future plan­
ning, the pe rmanen t Commission 
found itself faced with the need for 
immediate decisions on social p ro ­
grams already established by the 
United Nations General Assembly a t 
its recent meetings. Moreover, sig­
nificant in ternat ional developments 
had taken place in the social field. 
The UNRRA Council, a t its Geneva 
meet ing in August 1946 , had taken 
action to terminate by the end of t he 
year all services except those for dis­
placed persons, which are continuing 
th rough June 1 9 4 7 . The need for in ­
ternat ional services continued to be 
acute, however, and in this emergency 
the United Nations, on recommenda­
tion of the Economic and Social Coun­
cil, has assumed some of the urgent 
UNRRA services of an advisory char ­
acter and has also created a new or­

ganizat ion—the In te rna t iona l Chil­
dren's Emergency Fund—to give spe­
cial a t tent ion to t h e needs of children, 
part icular ly in the devastated areas. 

T h e Social Commission therefore 
h a d no t only to make recommenda­
tions for carrying forward these emer­
gency services but also to ini t iate 
p lans to meet o ther critical needs. I n ­
te rna t iona l action on the housing 
problem had already been urged by 
the General Assembly, and the Com­
mission was quick to recognize the 
need for immediate measures in this 
field. Equally urgent were preventive 
and corrective programs to cope with 
the rising problems of delinquency 
and crime. T h e Commission ex­
pressed its deep concern with prob­
lems of s tandards of living and meas­
ures needed in t h e field of social 
security, especially income ma in te ­
nance . Decisions on all these press­
ing questions must meet the immedi­
a te si tuation and a t t he same time lay 
the ground work for long-range social 
planning. 

1 For a description of the work of the Temporary Social Commission in laying the foundation for the permanent organ­ization, see Simons, Savilla M., "UN Or­ganizes in the Social Field: The Social Commission," Social Security Bulletin, August 1946, pp. 11-16. 
2 From Canada, China, Czechoslovakia, Colombia, Denmark, Ecuador, France, Greece, Iraq, The Netherlands, New Zea­land, Peru, Poland, Union of South Africa, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom, United States of Amer­ica Yugoslavia. 

Functions of the Commission 
Keynote of the general discussion in 

the opening days of the session was 
the recognition t h a t t he United Na­
t ions Char te r under takes to promote 
not only the in terna t ional political 
a r rangements t h a t a re imperative in 
bringing about a peaceful world, but 
also the economic and social condi­
t ions among the peoples of all nat ions 
t h a t a re necessary to main ta in such 
a world. The Char t e r repeatedly af­
firms these two fundamenta l and in ­
separable purposes—the promotion of 
peace and the promotion of wha t we 
have come to call social security—rec­
ognizing t h a t we cannot achieve either 
unless we achieve both. The develop­
m e n t of social security, broadly de ­
fined, is essential both to the internal 
security of each nat ion and to t he in ­
ternat ional security and peace of the 
world. 

Since most of t he members of the 
Commission h a d not" a t tended the 
meet ing of t he Temporary Social 
Commission last May, t he first meet ­
ing was devoted to a n exchange of 
views on t he pract ical ways in which 
t he Social Commission can effectively 
carry out its responsibilities. The 
following terms of references in which 
the Commission's functions were out-



lined in the Economic and Social 
Council's resolution of J u n e 2 1 served 
as the framework of the discussion: 

(a) To advise the Council on social 
questions of a general character , and 
in part icular on all ma t t e r s in the 
social field not covered by specialized 
intergovernmental agencies; 

(b) To advise t he Council on p rac ­
tical measures t ha t may be needed in 
t he social field; 

(c) To advise the Council on meas ­
ures needed for the coordination of 
activities in the social field; 

(d) To advise the Council on such 
internat ional agreements and conven­
tions on any of these mat te r s as may 
be required, and on their execution; 

(e) To report to the Council on t he 
extent to which the recommendations 
of the United Nations in the field of 
social policy a re being carried out . 

In the light of this broad manda te , 
the members set themselves to becom­
ing fully informed on t he activities 
for which the Commission is directly 
or indirectly responsible. I t was de­
cided to deal first wi th t h e most 
urgent problems, part icularly those 
precipitated by the wind u p of 
UNRRA. T h e members recognized, 
however, the broad responsibilities of 
t he Commission in the social field. 
Therefore, while specific recommen­
dations were made for implementing 
certain decisions of the Commission, 
no has ty action was taken to set up 
internat ional machinery in specialized 
aspects of the social field. T h e Com­
mission was conscious of the need to 
avoid init iating activities on a limited 
basis. 

Social Welfare Services 
A major par t of this first session 

was devoted to social welfare services. 
Reconstruction of the devastated 
areas and social development in other 
regions are particularly dependent on 
the existence of essential social wel­
fare services. Other aspects of the 
social field—health, education, hous­
ing, and income maintenance—are 
partially covered by specialized inter­
nat ional agencies already established. 
Welfare services for the most par t , 
however, do not fall within the func­
tion of these organizations and the 
Social Commission therefore has a 
special obligation to advance a pro­
g ram of action in this field. Discus­

sion emphasized the fact t ha t emer­
gency and long-range social welfare 
programs must be initiated immedi­
ately if the goal of assuring social 
security for the peoples of every n a ­
tion is to be achieved. 

As questions developed concerning 
t he desirability of programs in various 
specialized aspects of welfare services, 
the interrelat ion of the different wel­
fare services became increasingly evi­
dent . After prolonged discussion of 
the different services, the Commission 
unanimously decided to create a spe­
cial Temporary Social Welfare Com­
mit tee to consider the whole field of 
social welfare, to study the problems 
to be at tacked, and to make recom­
mendat ions a t the next session on 
action the Commission should take in 
t he social welfare field. The resolu­
tion s ta ted t h a t the Commission had 
decided to invite t he Committee "to 
consider not only the setting up of 
a subcommission on child welfare (in­
cluding the question of its member­
ship and terms of reference)- but also 
to cont inue the consideration of the 
following specific problems: 

" (a ) development of criteria for use 
in reviewing requests from the various 
governments for advisory welfare 
services. 

" (b) formulating and recommend­
ing to t he Social Commission the 
m a n n e r in which t he advisory welfare 
services and activities of a subcom­
mission on child welfare should be 
associated with a general long-term 
program of United Nations activities 
in the social field, including the ques­
tion of staff t ra ining. 

"The Temporary Committee shall 
submit a report containing its recom­
mendat ions to the next meeting of 
the Social Commission." 

T h e countries represented by the 
seven members on the new Commit­
tee, of which Mr. Altmeyer, the United 
S ta tes representat ive, was elected 
Chai rman, are Colombia, Denmark, 
Greece, the Soviet Union, the United 
Kingdom, the United States, and 
Yugoslavia. 

Transfer to the United Nations of the Advisory Social Welfare Functions of UNRRA 
Both the Economic and Social 

Council and the General Assembly had 
directed t he Commission to give a t ­

tent ion a t its first session to the t r a n s ­
ferred UNRRA welfare services and 
to make recommendations for perma­
nen t a r rangements by the Secretariat 
in regard to these services. 

The Commission recognized tha t , by 
assuming the urgent and impor tant 
services of UNRRA in the social wel­
fare field, t he United Nations places 
on its Secretar ia t for the first t ime ac­
tual responsibility for administering 
a program of services to the member 
States . I n gett ing the new program 
under way, the Secretariat asked the 
views of t he Social Commission 
on such major policy questions as 
what countries should be eligible for 
services, wha t cri teria should be used 
in act ing on requests for services, and 
how coordination should be achieved 
with the new In terna t ional Children's 
Emergency Fund and with specialized 

"agencies administer ing closely related 
programs. 

T h e whole question of the desira­
bility of t ransferr ing these UNRRA 
social welfare activities to the United 
Nations had been under consideration 
for several months . In its report of 
last J u n e to t he Economic and Social 
Council the Temporary Social Com­
mission had urged t h a t the permanent 
Commission give early a t tent ion to 
UNRRA welfare activities, particularly 
" the urgent need for finding some way 
of dealing with impor tan t aspects of 
the work of UNRRA . . . after i ts 
work is brought to a close." 

The UNRRA Council, a t its meet­
ing in Geneva in August, passed a 
resolution recommending t h a t cer­
t a in of its social welfare activities be 
continued by the United Nations. 
The ma t t e r was referred to the Eco­
nomic and Social Council, which took 
favorable action on October 1. The 
Council's resolution, which had been 
introduced by John Winant , first 
Cha i rman of the Social Security 
Board and a t t h a t t ime United States 
delegate to the Council, requested the 
Secretar ia t to make studies and rec­
ommendat ions on this question, to 
bring to the a t tent ion of the General 
Assembly any mat te r s requiring its 
authorizat ion or special financial 
provision, and to take necessary ac ­
t ion; it also requested the Social 
Commission to consider the problem 
a t its first session and to make recom­
mendat ions for continued action. 



Following this action, the Secre­
ta r i a t presented to the appropriate 
committees of the General Assembly 
a detailed report on UNRRA activi­
ties in the social welfare field, with 
suggestions as to the activities con­
sidered desirable for immediate 
transfer. The report was discussed 
a t length in a subcommittee com­
posed of representatives of the coun­
tries represented on the Social Com­
mission as well as of four other coun­
tries represented on an UNRRA com­
mit tee responsible for recommending 
the establishment of an internat ional 
children's fund. Eleanor Roosevelt, 
United States delegate on the Social, 
Humani ta r i an and Cultural Commit­
tee, represented the United States on 
the Social Commission's subcommit­
tee. The subcommittee agreed on the 
principle of t ransferr ing the welfare 
services to the United Nations, but 
there was considerable and extensive 
discussion concerning the types of 
service most needed and wanted and 
the methods of administration to be 
used by the Secretariat in carrying on 
these services. 

The General Assembly resolution 
provided $670,000 for four types of 
services: expert consultation to gov­
ernments on welfare services; fellow­
ships for t ra ining in social welfare; 
advice, demonstration, and ins t ruc­
tion in connection with manufacture 
of prosthetic appliances and t ra ining 
of handicapped persons, and also 
with f u r n i s h i n g demonstrat ion 
equipment; and furnishing technical 
l i terature. The resolution placed 
considerable emphasis on t he respon­
sibility of t he Social Commission to 
advise the Secretar iat on the admin­
is t ra t ion of the services. 

T h e General Assembly resolution 
h a s significance beyond its provision 
for continuing t he UNRRA activities. 
I t is the first experiment by the United 
Nations in rendering practical field 
service to the people of different n a ­
tions. The development of these ad­
visory services therefore creates a n 
impor tan t opportunity to demon­
s t ra te tangibly the interest and con­
cern of the United Nations organiza­
tion itself in meeting h u m a n needs 
th rough an effective service from the 
Secretar iat . 

The Commission recognized t h a t 
these advisory welfare services will 

be the cornerstone of a permanent 
in terna t ional social welfare service. 
T h e countries represented on the So­
cial Commission stressed the impor­
tance to their governments of p r ac ­
t ical help of this kind from the 
United Nations. Greece, the Ukrain­
ian SSR, China, Czechoslovakia, 
and Yugoslavia have already applied 
for services under t he new program. 
Requests have been received, for ex­
ample, for the services of welfare ex­
per t s ; opportunities for experienced 
social welfare officers to visit other 
countries to study and observe their 
experience in welfare programs; an 
expert on the manufacture of prosthe­
tic appliances; and technical publica­
t ions for t he t ra ining of welfare 
personnel. 

The Commission recommended to 
t he Secretar ia t t ha t , while special 
consideration should be given a t this 
t ime to providing these services to 
countries which were victims of ag­
gression, t h e basic consideration in 
deciding on requests should be the 
need of each country for such services. 
F u r t h e r detailed questions on how 
these services should be carried on 
were referred t o t he Temporary So­
cial Welfare Committee. 

Protection of Children and Adoles­cents 
Another concern of the Commis­

sion was the urgent need for promot­
ing internat ional action in the field 
of child welfare. T h e Economic and 
Social Council h a d specifically r e ­
quested t he Commission to take steps 
to create a subcommission for work 
in t he child welfare field. In con­
sidering t h e need for th i s subcommis­
sion, t he members took into account 
t he recent establishment of an In te r ­
na t ional Children's Emergency Fund, 
a n d also the fact t h a t the activities 
of UNRRA relat ing to advisory wel­
fare services include specialized serv­
ices for children. 

In their discussions, the Commis­
sion members recognized t h a t the 
discontinuance of UNRRA activities 
h a d par t icular implications for the 
welfare of children, and they were en­
thusiast ic in encouraging speedy ac ­
tion by the In ternat ional Children's 
F u n d to take over some of the chil­
dren 's services when UNRRA ceases. 
As t he representative from Greece de­

scribed the needs of children in his 
country, t he Commission was well 
aware t h a t this was only one example 
of the great need for assistance to 
children th roughout t h e devastated 
areas. Representat ives from Latin 
America stressed t he need for special 
a t tent ion for children in less devel­
oped regions, where malnutr i t ion has 
long been a serious problem. 

T h e geographical scope of t he new 
Fund is broad, bu t h igh priority is 
given to children and adolescents of 
countries t h a t were victims of aggres­
sion. The Fund m a y receive the r e ­
sidual assets of UNRRA and will be 
fur ther financed by voluntary contr i ­
butions from governments and private 
sources. To t h e extent of i ts re ­
sources it will under take "to finance 
or to a r range for the provision of 
supplies, mater ia l , services, and 
technical assistance" for the benefit 
of children and adolescents. Gov­
ernments requesting assistance from 
the F u n d are expected to submit a 
plan of operation, and the F u n d u n ­
dertakes to ensure proper utilization 
and distribution of i ts services. 
Necessary steps will be t aken to co­
operate with voluntary agencies, 
which are urged by t he F u n d to in­
tensify their activities in th is general 
field. 

T h e Fund 's program and its major 
policies, including allocation of funds, 
will be determined by an Executive 
Board, composed of representatives of 
25 governments, and will be adminis­
tered by an executive director. The 
Economic and Social Council, on the 
recommendat ion of t h e Executive 
Board, may designate other govern­
ments as members of the Board. The 
Council will be responsible for devel­
oping t he principles in accordance 
with which t he program will be 
planned and operated. 

The Secretary - General of t he 
United Nations will provide the staff 
and facilities for administering t he 
Fund . Close relationships will like­
wise be main ta ined with the special­
ized agencies. All steps will be taken 
to keep separate personnel require­
ments to a minimum. 

The Executive Board of t he Fund 
has already had its first meeting, the 
necessary machinery h a s been set up, 
and program plans are moving ahead. 
A report to the Economic and Social 



Council a t its February meet ing p re ­
sented the recommended program and 
the proposed budget for 1 9 4 7 . The 
Fund's financial resources will largely 
determine its effectiveness. 

The Social Commission received a 
special report from the F u n d a n d 
heard a description of its activities 
and plans from the new executive di­
rector. The Commission passed a 
resolution approving t he report and 
recommending to the Economic and 
Social Council the principles to govern 
t he new organization. The resolution 
also urged the Executive Board of the 
Fund to seek an advance from 
UNRRA residual funds so t h a t the re 
may be continuity of operations when 
the UNRRA supplies are discontinued. 
The resolution emphasized t h a t , in 
developing t he program, the Fund 
should give priority to supplementing 
essential food and other supplies for 
children, reestablishing children's 
services destroyed by the war, and co­
operating with other organizations in 
t ra ining heal th and welfare personnel 
in children's work. Other impor tan t 
principles endorsed by the Commis­
sion are intended to assure efficient 
administrat ion. The Fund will en­
gage in activity in any country only 
in consultation with the government 
concerned. Appropriate relationships 
with other relief and service organiza­
tions, both internat ional and nat ional , 
are required. The governments r e ­
questing assistance must submit de­
tailed information on need and 
methods of administrat ion. 

In addition to endorsing t he new 
Children's Fund, the Commission 
agreed to the t ransfer to the United 
Nations of the child welfare activities 
of the League of Nations. These 
League services had been divided into 
three main categories—documenta­
tion, research, and consultation. I n 
inviting the Secretar ia t to assume 
these functions the Commission 
stressed t h a t the United Nations a p ­
proach to the field of child welfare 
should be a broad one. I t was felt 
t h a t the work of the League of Na­
tions in this field had suffered from 
too narrow a program of study. 

In discussing t he desirability of 
creating a subcommission on child 
welfare, the Commission members 
concluded t h a t they were not pre­
pared as yet to make a final decision 

on this question. They preferred to 
refer the question to t he Temporary 
Social Welfare Committee "to deter­
mine t he best possible method of pro­
viding work in the field of child wel­
fare and in part icular to look into 
the questions involved in the es tab­
l ishment of a subcommission in the 
near future." The Committee was 
advised to consider both the new de­
velopments in the child welfare field 
and also the activities of internat ional 
agencies functioning in the fields of 
heal th , education, labor, and other 
fields vitally affecting the welfare of 
children. 

The Commission emphasized 
clearly in its decisions the responsi­
bility of the Secretariat to provide 
immediately the necessary advisory 
services in a child welfare program 
and to init iate a proper research pro­
gram; it also made recommendations 
on o ther aspects of welfare services. 
The subject of crime prevention and 
t r ea tmen t of offenders was discussed 
a t length, and it was decided to refer 
th is function to the appropriate sec­
tion of the Secretariat . The in ter re­
lat ionship between this program and 
other preventive measures in the 
social field was emphasized, and the 
Secretar ia t was encouraged to pre­
pare a comprehensive report for a 
future session of the Commission in­
dicating what international action is 
required and how such action can be 
carried out most effectively. The 
Secretar ia t was also invited to rec­
ommend suitable measures for the 
campaign against traffic in women 
and children and the prevention and 
suppression of prostitution. T h e 
Commission likewise recommended 
t h a t t he Conventions developed by 
the League of Nations on these ques­
tions be transferred to the United 
Nations. At its next session the Com­
mission will study the 1 9 3 7 draft Con­
vention after amendments have been 
proposed by the Secretariat . 

Training of Social Service Personnel 
There was unanimous agreement 

among Commission members t h a t im­
provement of all welfare services will 
depend largely on the existence of 
specially t rained administrative staff. 
Such personnel, the Commission 
stressed, "must be trained in organiz­
ing, carrying out and drawing up wel­

fare programs including assistance to 
families, child welfare, youth guid­
ance, vocational advice, recruiting 
and placement of workers, medical 
services, psychiatr ic services, the p re ­
vention of crime and t rea tment of 
offenders, assistance to certain special 
groups ( the aged, the young, the 
physically or mental ly handicapped) , 
rehabil i tat ion programs for the hand i ­
capped and services in connection 
with income maintenance programs." 

The Commission urged t h a t quali­
fied technicians be included in the 
headquar ters staff a t Lake Success 
and t h a t supplementary staff be as­
signed to furnish advisory services to 
the governments and also to inter­
nat ional welfare organizations such 
as t he In te rna t iona l Children's Emer­
gency Fund. 

Recommendat ions received from 
the Secre tar ia t for an internat ional 
t ra ining program were referred to t h e 
Temporary Social Welfare Commit­
tee for detailed consideration. T h e 
Commission, however, stressed t h a t 
priority should be given to developing 
the emergency aspects of the work— 
including the fellowship program 
taken over from UNRRA, consultation 
to governments on the development 
of t ra in ing programs, and supplying 
technical l i terature. I t was agreed 
t h a t the Secretar ia t should take over 
the functions of the League of Nations 
in regard to t he t ra ining of qualified 
social service personnel. The Com­
mission emphasized, however, t h a t the 
Secretar ia t should assume a more 
affirmative role and t h a t a long-range 
t ra ining program should include not 
only t he type of study such as the 
League of Nations had developed but 
likewise active assistance to govern­
ments in the development of t ra ining 
programs and the establishment of 
a pe rmanen t plan for the in te rna ­
t ional exchange of welfare officials 
and s tudents and instructors in 
schools of social work. 

Housing and Town Planning 
Another responsibility placed on 

t he Social Commission by the Eco­
nomic and Social Council was t h a t 
of considering t he desirability of set­
t ing up in ternat ional machinery in 
the field of housing and town and 
country planning. Sta tements of the 



various delegates brought out t he u r ­
gency of the world-wide housing 
crisis. T h e great need in the devas­
ta ted areas is obvious, but there was 
also general recognition t h a t the 
problem, in one or another form, is 
acute in practically all nat ions. I t 
was agreed tha t , while housing and 
town planning have impor tan t eco­
nomic implications, housing is funda­
mental ly a social problem. After con­
sideration of various methods of in ter ­
nat ional action in th is field, i t was 
finally decided to recommend t h a t a 
housing and town-planning service be 
set up within the UN Secretar ia t ; this 
service would include among its func­
tions the collection and dissemination 
of legal, economic, financial, and tech­
nical documents relat ing to housing 
and town planning. T h e Secretar ia t 
would also have responsibility for p re ­
paring a draft declaration of p r in ­
ciples by the United Nations on these 
questions. I t "was suggested t h a t t he 
Secretariat , on the initiative of t he 
Economic and Social Council, make 
plans for an in terna t ional conference 
of experts. The conference would em­
phasize t he exchange of experience 
concerning building techniques and 
the product ion of building materials , 
and representat ives should include 
experts in building and town p lan ­
ning, representat ives of public hous­
ing and town-planning bodies, and 

representatives of t rade-unions of 
workers engaged in the building 
trades. 

While the proposed housing and 
town-planning service would be es­
tablished in the Depar tment of Social 
Affairs, the resolution advocated t h a t 
the new service ma in ta in proper liai­
son with UN's Depar tment of Eco­
nomic Affairs on questions falling 
within the competence of t h a t de­
par tment , and t h a t it also enlist t he 
assistance of specialized agencies, 
such as the ILO, UNESCO, FAO, and 
WHO, and of nongovernmental or ­
ganizations as well. 

Future Activities of the Commission and the Secretariat 
Because of its conviction t h a t action 

in such areas of the social field as 
s tandards of living and social security 
was the next impor tan t s tep to be 
taken, the Social Commission r e ­
quested the Secretar ia t to present a t 
the next session specific informa­
tion on any studies made by t he ILO 
or other specialized agencies and to 
submit recommendations on appro­
priate steps to be t aken by the Social 
Commission. The repor t is to focus 
on questions relat ing to s tandards of 
living, including a n analysis of t he 
feasibility of establishing methods for 
measuring the s tandard of living. I n 
addition the report will bring together 
information on social security in va r ­

ious countries, taking into account 
family allowances, social insurance, 
and social assistance, and other spe­
cific measures for ensuring a min i ­
m u m family income. 

I n response to the interest ex­
pressed by the Latin-American coun­
tries, the Commission adopted a reso­
lution specifically requesting the Sec­
re tar ia t to study the problem of 
s tandards of living in underdeveloped 
countries and to prepare recommen­
dations for action on the solution to 
such problems. In the same resolu­
tion the Commission declared t h a t the 
Secretar iat should be prepared to give 
advisory assistance to governments or 
regions in their efforts to raise t he 
s tandard of living. 

In expressing its interest in the 
problem of persons disabled by the 
war, the Commission asked the Secre­
ta r ia t to study and report on activities 
of various agencies dealing with the 
care and rehabili tation of disabled 
and handicapped persons and also to 
recommend action to be taken by the 
Commission. 

The next meeting of the Social 
Commission is tentatively scheduled 
for the end of July. The agenda for 
the next meeting are already under 
discussion. The emphasis will again 
be on furthering an internat ional p ro ­
gram of practical aid to governments 
in developing services which vitally 
affect t he well-being of their people. 


