
Civil-Service Refunds 
In the fiscal year 1947-48, the num

ber of refunds of contributions to 
employees who left the Federal civil 
service fell 54 percent below that in 
the preceding fiscal year, while pay
ments declined by 37 percent. During 
the first half of 1948, there were 
148,800 refunds to former Federal em
ployees—48 percent fewer than in the 
preceding 6 months—while the $38 
million disbursed represented a de
cline of 49 percent from the amount 
in July-December 1946. 

The number of refunds to former 
Federal employees increased from 
17,800 in 1940 to a high of 1,599,500 
in 1946, then declined to 683,000 in 

Number and amount of civil-service refunds, by specified period, 1940-48 1 

[In thousands] 

Per iod R e f u n d s Per iod 
N u m b e r A m o u n t 

Ca l enda r yea r : 
1940 17.8 $3,277 1941 32.4 4,616 1942 67.3 6,357 1943 204.3 10,809 1944 704.2 42,156 1945 2 858.1 80,992 
1946 3 1,599.5 238,594 1947 683.0 155,892 J a n u a r y - J u n e 398.3 81,130 J u l y - D e c e m b e r 284.7 74,762 1948: J a n u a r y - J u n e 148.8 38,369 

J a n u a r y 29.7 7,703 F e b r u a r y 20.5 5,079 March 21.4 5,281 
Apr i l 25.5 6,464 M a y 25.1 6,552 

June 26.6 7,290 
1 Refunds pr inc ipa l ly from civil-service r e t i r e m e n t a n d d isabi l i ty fund b u t also from C a n a l Zone a n d A la ska Rai l road r e t i r emen t a n d d i sab i l i ty f unds admin i s t e red b y t h e Civi l Service Commiss ion . 
2 Exc ludes W a r D e p a r t m e n t refunds for J u l y -December ; see footnote 3 . 
3 Inc ludes $13,926,000 refunded d u r i n g t h e fiscal yea r ended J u n e 30, 1946, to 183,500 civi l ian employees of t h e W a r D e p a r t m e n t , ca lendar -year d a t a a re n o t avai lable . 
Source: Civi l Service Commiss ion . 

1947. There were 148,800 refunds dur
ing the first half of 1948 as compared 
with 398,300 for January-June 1947. 
The liquidation of wartime agencies 
and functional curtailments in many 
permanent departments and agencies 
account for the large number of re
funds in 1945 and 1946; they were less 
important factors in 1947. The com
paratively small number in the first 

half of 1948 indicates that the postwar 
adjustments in Federal Government 
employment have been largely com
pleted. 

The average refund for January-
June 1947 was $204; the average for 
the comparable period of 1948 was 
$258. Averages in the first 6 months 
of 1948 ranged from $247 in March to 
$274 in June. 


