ure the size of age groups is undoubt-
edly most reliable when applied to
estimates of aged populations. Aged
persons are subject o higher mor-
tality rates than younger people; in
estimating the number of persons in
the population, therefore, deaths pro-
vide a larger “sample” of aged than
of younger persons. As a result, a
chance variation of a few deaths
among persons 65 years and over
makes less difference in a population
estimate than a like variation in the
deaths of younger persons.

Care has been taken to make the
estimates of aged population as ac-
curate as possible. It is character-
istic of these figures, however, as of
most population estimates, that the
smaller numbers and the extrapo-
lated numbers are relatively less re-
liable than other figures. Thus, for
any given year, the estimates for
States with small numbers of aged
persons tend to be less reliable than
those for States with large aged pop-
ulations. The estimates for 1947 and
1948, which represent extrapolations
for years for which mortality data
were not available, are less reliable
than the estimates for 1940 through
1946.

Aged Beneficiaries of
Old-Age and Survivors
Insurance and the
Aged Population

Twenty or more aged persons in
every 100 living in Rhode Island and
Connecticut in June 1948 were receiv-
ing benefits under old-age and sur-
vivors insurance. At the other ex-
treme, fewer than 5 per 100 aged per-
sons were on the benefit rolls in Mis-
sissippi, North Dakota, and South
Dakota. This wide range in the bene-
ficiary rate largely reflects State dif-
ferences in the proportion of employ-
ment covered under the program.

Table 7 on page 30 presents State
data on the number of aged benefi-
ciaries whose benefits were in current-
payment status on June 30, 1947, and
June 30, 1948, as well as on the rela-
tive number of such beneficiaries in
the total aged population.

The aged insurance beneficiary
rates, as well as the old-age assistance
recipient rates that appeared in the
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the estimates of aged population
made by the Social Security Adminis-
tration and described above.

Workers With Perma-
nently Insured Status
on January 1, 1949

An estimated 13.2 million workers
had permanently insured status® un-
der old-age and survivors insurance
on January 1, 1949, an increase of 1.9
million over the estimated 11.3 million
permanently insured workers on Jan-
uary 1, 1948. These workers can, re-
gardless of their future employment,
qualify for primary benefits either
when or after they reach age 65; in
the event of their death, their sur-
vivors can qualify for monthly bene-
fits or lump-sum death payments.

A distribution of this estimated
total of 13.2 million workers accord-
ing to the quarter-of-coverage re-
quirement for permanently insured
status—that is, the quarters of cov-
erage necessary to be fully insured at
age 65—is shown below:

At the beginning of 1948, slightly
more than 1 out of every 3 fully in-
sured workers was permanently in-
sured. The effect of the more liberal
requirement for permanently insured
status at the older ages is illustrated
in a comparison, by age, of the num-
ber of fully insured and permanently
insured workers:

Workers fully insured ! as of
January 1, 1949 (number
in millions)

Age at birthday Workers permsa-
in 1948 nently insured
Total

Percent

Number | of fully

insured
Total.. _____.__ 38.2 13.2 35
Under 7. ... 33.7 9.2 27
2.5 2,0 80
2.0 2.0 100

1 Not adjusted to reflect changes in insured status
for (1) workers with combined earnings under co-
ordinated survivor provisions of the old-age and
survivors insurance and railroad retirement pro-
grams; and (2) veterans deemed to be fully insured
only as a result of section 210 of title II of the Social
Security Act, as amended in 1946.

As the program matures, the per-
manently insured group will consti-

Quarters Workers  tute a growing proportion of the entire
of perma- : .
f§X§§?§3 nently fully insured population. The pro-
for per- | Year of attainment of age 65 | insured gressive yearly growth of this group
mangntly onlan.1, ic indi 5
asured 1949 (in  is indicated in the following tabula-
status millions) tion:
LY I 13.2
Workers fully insured at beginning of year
40 ... After 1956 (program in opera- 9.2 number in millions)
tion at least 20 years). .
6-39.. ... Before 1957 (program in op- 4.0 :
eration less than 20 years). ‘Workers permanently insured
6-23_...| Before 1949 _________________ 2.0
24-39_._| After 1948 but before 1957_.... 2,0 Year
With Per-
Total less With 40 cent of
The number of permanently insured Total gggg;‘fs QUArters | iy
persons on January 1, 1949, classified ofcov- | erage | oo
by sex, age, and quarter-of-coverage crage
requirement, was as follows: 1940 2.9 0.6 0.6 2.6
19410 24.2 1.1 1.1 4.5
Quarters | Workers permanently 1942 25.8 L4 1.4 5.4
of cover- | insured on Jan. 1, 1949 1943 28(1 L8 1.8 6.4
aze ro- (o millions) 1944 ) 20.9 2.3 2.3 7.7
; me 1945 31.9 2.8 2.8 8.8
Age at birth- | quired 1946 334 34 34 10.2
dayin1948 | for per. 19470 352 87 3.9 2.7
miﬁrslg:ledy Total | Male | Female 10481 36.8 11.3 3.9 30.7
statas 1949 | 38.2| 13.2 4.0 34.6
Total_.___. 640 | 13.2} 10.8 2.4 .
o 5 The sharp increase of more than 5
o : : .
Joder 5. 24—§_3 2l &8 million in the number of permanent-
65 and over. .. 6-23| 120 17 0.3 1y insured workers from the begin-

1 About 1,048,000 of these workers were in current-
payment status at the end of 1948,

1The estimates are based on data
through the calendar year 1946, derived
from the 1-percent continuous work-his-
tory sample.

ning of 1946 to 1947 is due to the fact
that workers who will attain age 65
after 1956 could first acquire perma-
nently insured status in the fourth
quarter of 1946. In other words, they
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