
Notes and Brief Reports 
Employers, Workers, and 
Wages, First Quarter, 1950 

During January-March 1950 an es- 
timated 38 million workers received 
wages that were taxable under old- 
age and survivors insurance, 1.6 per- 
cent fewer than in the first quarter of 
1949, but 5.3 percent more than in the 
fourth quarter of 1949. The decline 
from January-March 1949 reflected 
changes in the general level of busi- 
ness activity. The increase from the 
fourth quarter of 1949, on the other 
hand, is explained by the fact that 
under the $3,000 statutory maximum 
the wages of many workers in cov- 
ered industry are not taxable in the 
last quarter of the year. The num- 
ber of workers employed in covered 
industry, following the usual seasonal 
pattern, was 5.2 percent smaller in 
January-March than in the preceding 
quarter. 

quarter of 1950. in contrast to the less than 1 percent from the fourth 
sharp declines that had occurred in quarter of 1949 and 3.1 percent more 
each month of 1949’s Arst quarter. than in the first quarter of 1949. 

Old-age and survivors insurance: Estimated number of employers 1 and workers 
and estimated amount of wages in covered industries, by specified period, 
1940-50 

[Corrected to Aug. 1, 19501 
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Average taxable wages and average 
wages in covered industry, estimated 
at $605 and $632, respectively, were 
about the same as in the correspond- 
ing quarter of 1949 despite wage 
losses resulting from work stoppages 
in the bituminous and automobile 
manufacturing industries. These 
losses were offset by gains in average 
hourly earnings, average weekly earn- 
ings, and average weekly hours in the 
period. Moreover, there was an up- 
ward trend in payrolls during the first 
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FISCAL YEAR 
(Continued from page 2) 

fund shortages in the aid to depend- 
ent children program became acute, 
and payments to many families were 
sharply reduced. The average pay- 
ment per family dropped each month 
from March to June, resulting in a 
June 1950 average that was $2.34 
lower than that for June 1949. In six 
States, expenditures were actually less 
than the total spent a year earlier de- 
spite annual case-load increases. 
Although a few States based reduc- 
tions in this as well as other programs 
on repricing surveys, in general the 
lower payments represented cuts in 
the percent of need met. 
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! Number corresponds .to number Of employer 
returns. * return may relate to more than 1 estab- 
lishment if employer operates several separate estab- 
lishments but reports for concern as a whole. 

1 Quarterly and annual data for 193739 were pre- 
sented in the Bulletin for February 1947, p. 31; 
quarterly data for 1940were presented in the Bulletin 
for August 1947, p. 30; quarterly data for 1941 and 1942 

were presented in the Bulletin for February lQ48, - 11 
y. 01. 

(Continued on page 12) 

3 A description of these series and quarterly data 
for 1940 were presented in the BuZEctan for August 
1947, p. 30; quarterly data for 1941 and 1942were pre- 
sented in the Bulldin for February 1948, p. 31. 
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An estimated 2.7 million employers 
reported payment of taxable wages in 
the first quarter of 1950, a decrease of 


