
State and local governments have 
been presented here as percentages 
of total State general revenues. It 
would be more meaningful to relate 
grants to State and local governments 
to combined State and local general 
revenues; unfortunately, no complete 
and consistent series on total lacal 
government revenues, by State, is 
available for recent years. 

Grants administered by the Social 
Security Administration amounted to 
$1,209 million in 1951-52 and repre- 
sented 52 percent of all Federal 
grants. They equaled, on the average, 
0.5 percent of income payments and 
9.0 percent of total State general rev- 
enues. Here, again, the percentages 
tended to be larger in the States 
where per capita income was low. 
There was little variation among the 
income groups of States in the per- 
centage that Social Security Adminis- 
tration grants were of total grants, 
although State-by-State variation 
was considerable. For the Territories 
and possessions they constituted only 
30 percent of total grants and equaled 
only $3.15 per capita; the correspond- 
ing figures for the continental United 
States were 52 percent and $7.82 per 
capita. 

Economic Status of Aged 
Persons and Dependent 
Survivors, December 1952 

A continuing growth in the import- 
ance of social insurance and related 
benefits as a source of income for 
aged persons, widows, and orphans 
and a continuing decline in public 
assistance were the major trends in 
the economic status of these groups 
during 1952. Relatively more persons 
were receiving social insurance bene- 
fits in December 1952 than at the end 
of 1951, and fewer were in receipt of 
public assistance. Slight changes, on 
the other hand, took place in the pro- 
portions with income from employ- 
ment. 

Table 1 presents estimates for De- 
cember 1952 of the number of per- 
sons aged 65 and over with income 
from employment, social insurance 
and related benefits, and public as- 
sistance. Similarly, table 2 gives esti- 
mates of the number of widows un- 
der age 65 and paternal orphans 
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Table l.-Estimated number of per- 
sons aged 65 and over receiving in- 
come from specified sources, De- 
cember 1952 1 

[m millions] 

Source of income Tots 

- 

il 

Total population aged 65 
andover ________________ 13.3 

__ 
Employment __________________ 4.1 

Earners . ..___________________ 3.1 
Wives of earners ._.________ __ 1.0 

Social insurance and related pro- 
gl%DB: 

Old-age and survivors in- 
surance ______ _ _____________ 3.8 

Railroad retirement. _ ______ __ .4 
Fedeml employee retirement 

pro~rns---.-.---..-------- .2 
Veterans’ compensation and 

pension program.-. ________ 
Other * _______________________ 

Old-age assistance. _____________ 1 
:; 

2.6 

Men ’ zg 
-- 

6.2 7.1 
-- 

1.6 
2: .7 

.-_-_- 1.0 

2.0 1. ‘I 
.2 .2 

. 1 (9 

.2 .l 

1:; 1:: 

* Continental United States. 
* Includes persons with no income and with income 

solely from sources other than those specified. Some 
persons received income from more than one of the 
sources specified. 

8 Fewer than 59,iXW. 
4 Benefldaries of State and local aovemment em- 

ployee retirement programs and wives of male bene- 
floiaries of programs othe: than old-age and survivors 
insurance and railroad retirement. 

Source: Number of persons of specified age, sax, 
marital, and earner status estimated from published 
and unpublished data of the Bureau of the Census. 
Number of persons in receipt of payments under 
social insurance and related programs and from pub- 
lic assistance reported by administrative agencies 
(partly estimated). 

under age 18 with income from these 
sources. As compared with December 
1951, there were increases of 16 Per- 
cent in the number of aged benefici- 
aries of old-age and survivors insur- 
ance, 12 percent in the number of 
widow beneficiaries under age 65, and 
11 percent in the number of survivor 
child beneficiaries. Over the same 
la-month period the number of old- 
age assistance recipients declined 3 
percent, and the number of survivor 
children receiving aid to dependent 
children dropped an estimated 6 per- 
cent. 

The groups listed in table 1 add up 
to 11.7 million; this total leaves about 
1.6 million aged persons whose in- 
come status is unaccounted for. The 
actual number is probably about a 
million larger because that many 
persons are estimated to have re- 
ceived income from two or more of 
the sources identified. Perhaps half 
or more of the 2.5-3.0 million indi- 
viduals in the residual group had no 
money income at all and were either 
living with and being supported by 
friends or relatives or were being 
cared for in institutions. The others 
were living on funds withdrawn from 

savings or realized from the sale of 
assets, or they had income solely 
from sources not listed in table 1, 
such as dividends and interest, pri- 
vately purchased annuities, industrial 
pensions, or contributions from rela- 

Table 2.-Estimated number of wid- 
ows under age 65. and of children 
under age 18 withfather dead, receiv- 
ing income from specified sources, 
December 1952 1 

[In millions] 

Total in population 

Employment. _ _ _. _. _. 
Social insurance and re- 

lated programs: 
Old-age and survivors 

insurance _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Veterans’ compensa- 

tion program. _____. 
Other 6 _____________ -. 

Aid to dependent chil- 
dren -. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

- 
I 
Tots 

With 1 or 
more cbil- 
dren under 

age 18 

0.7 

2. 1 

.!2 

cc 

.I 

.4 

.2 

6) 

.I 

Pa- 
ternal 

XPbans 
under 

age 18 3 

2. 1 
__- 

(6) 

.9 

.3 

.l 

.3 

1 Continental United States. 
1 Excludes widows who have remarried. 
J Includes children not living with widowed 

mother. 
1 Includes persons with no income and with income 

solely from sources other than those listed. Some 
persons received income from more than one source. 

6 Data from a special survey made by the Bureau 
of the Census for the Social Security Administration 
in October 1949 on the number, age, and living ar- 
rangements of orphans indicate that about 6 in 10 

ii 
aternal orphans are likely at any one time to be in 
ouseholds with an emplo 

and that about 1 in 20, 
ed head related to them, 

inc udmg some in the 6.in-10 9 
group, are themselves employed. 

6 Railroad retirement and Federal employee retire- 
ment programs. 

1 Fewer than 50,ooO. 
Source: Number of widows in the population and 

number with employment and with children under 
age 18 living with them estimated from Bureau of the 
Census data. Number of paternal orphans under 
age 18 based on October 1949 estimate prepared by 
the Division of the Actuary, Social Security Admin- 
istration. Number of persons in receipt of payments 
under social insurance and related programs and from 
aid to dependent children, reported by administra- 
tive agencies (partly estimated). 

tives or friends, Available informa- 
tion on the characteristics of the 
residual group suggests that it con- 
sisted for the most part of women, 
of whom the greater number were 
widows, and that it was heavily con- 
centrated in the advanced ages. 

Old-Age Benefits in 
Current-Payment Status, 
December 31, 1952 

More than 2.6 million persons were 
receiving old-age insurance beneflts 

Social Security 


