
Table L-Civilian population by age group and by State, July 1, 1953 capita incomes. Conversely, the 
Southern and Mountain States, with 
a heavy population dependency bur- 
den, were all among the lowest third 
of the States ranked by per capita 
income. 

The share of national income pay- 
ments in 1953 and the proportion of 
all persons under age 18 and aged 65 
and over in high- and low-income 
States are shown in the following 
tabulation. 
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The 12 low-income States, with an 
aggregate income only about one- 
fourth that of the 12 high-income 
States, had more than half as many 
persons in the dependent age groups 
-13.9 million compared with 25.5 
million. 

Workmeti’s Compensation 
Payments and Costs, 1953 

A total of $846 million was paid in 
compensation for wage loss and in 
medical benefits under workmen’s 
compensation programs in 1953. Al- 
though payments have continued to 
mount, the rate of increase has 
slowed down considerably; the 1953 
total was only 7 percent greater than 
that in 1952, in contrast to increases 
of 11 percent and 15 percent for the 
preceding years. 

The slower rate of increase is asso- 
ciated with an improvement in acci- 
dent rates. Despite somewhat higher 
levels of employment during most of 
1953, the total number of work in- 
juries in that year and the resulting 
time loss were no higher than iu 1952, 
according to estimates of the Burertu 
of Labor Statistics. If it is assumed 
that compensable injuries followed 
the pattern for all injuries (including 
those of workers not covered by the 
programs and the noncompensable 
accidents of covered workers), the 
increase in workmen’s compensation 
payments reflects the higher wages 
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on which cash benefits are based, as 
well as the higher costs of hospitali- 
zation and medical services. 

As a rough indication of the higher 
wages to be compensated, payrolls 
covered by workmen’s compensation 
programs were 8 percent higher in 
1953 than in 1952. The payroll in- 
crease from $137.5 billion to $148.5 
billion accompanied an increase of 
less than 3 percent in the number of 
covered workers in an average week, 
estimated to be somewhere between 
381/2 and 3935 million in 1952 and 
between 391/2 and 40% million in 
1953. 

Of the total payments of $846 mil- 
lion in 1953, private carriers were 
responsible for 62 percent, State 
funds for 25 percent, and self-in- 
surers for 13 percent. State fund dis- 
bursements, including payments to 
Federal Government emp!oyees, in- 
creased at a somewhat faster rate 
than private carrier payments-g.2 
percent and 6.8 percent, respectively. 

It is estimated that almost $1.5 
billion or 1.0 percent of covered pay- 
roll was spent by employers in 1953 
to insure or self-insure their risks 
under workmen’s compensation pro- 
grams. This total consists of $1,074 
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Estimates of workmen’s compensation payments, by State and type of 
insurance, 1953 and 1952 1 
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1 Data for 1953 preliminary. Calendar-year il.enures 
except for Montana and West Vireinia, for Federal 
employees, and for State fnnd disbursements in 
Idaho, Maryland, Nevada, North Dakota, Oregon, 
and Utah, for which data for fiscal years ended in 
1952 and 1953 wycre used. Includes benefit payments 
under the Longshoremen’s and Harbor Workers’ 
Compensation Act and t.he Defense Bases Compen- 
sation Act for the States in which such payments 
are made. 

f Net cash and medical benefits paid by private 
Insurance carriers under stnndard workmen’s com- 
pensation policies. Data primarily from the Specfa- 

for: Insurance by States o Ftre, Marine, Casualty, 
Suretv and ,Miisce7lmwoes L ,~LL. Blst and 82nd annual 
issues. 

8 Net cash and medical benefits paid by Statn 
funds; compiled from State reports (published and 
unpublished) and from the Spectator; estimated for 
some States. 

1 Cash and medical benefits pald by self-insurers, 
plus the value of medical benefits paid by employers 
carrying workmen’s compensation policies that do 
not include the standard medical coreraxe. Esti- 
mnted from available State data. 

million in premiums paid to private congressional appropriations, these 
insurance carriers; $295 million in “premiums” are the sum of the bene- 
premiums paid to State funds (in fit payments and the cost of the 
the case of the program for Federal administrative agency) ; and about 
employees, which is financed through $120 million as the cost of self-insur- 

ance (benefits paid by self-insurers, 
increased 5-10 percent to allow for 
their administrative costs). 

Benefit payments of $846 million 
represented about 57 percent of the 
aggregate of $1.5 billion in premiums. 

Medical and hospitalization bene- 
fits amounted to $280 million in 1953. 
somewhat more than a third of total 
payments. Of the $566 million in non- 
medical payments, seven-eighths took 
the form of cash compensation for 
nonfatal injuries and the remaining 
eighth was paid in death cases. The 
distributions by type of payment for 
1953 and for 1952 are shown below. 
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Type of payment ( 1952 1953 
---I- __ 

Total..- ________..__ . .._.___ $846 $788 -- 
Medical and hospitalization- _ _ _ __ 
Compensation. total ______________ 2 E 

Disability. _ _ _ _ _ _ _______________ 496 
Survioor..-.-....-----------.-.- 70 % 

Recent Ptiblications* 

Social Security Adxninistration 
CHILDREN’S BUREAU. The Adolescent 

in Your Family, by Marion L. Faegre. 
(Children’s Bureau Publication No. 
347.) Washington: U.S. Govt. 
Print. Off ., 1954. 110 pp. 25 cents. 

CHILDREN’S BURE.4U. Diagnoses of 
Children Served in the Crippled 
Children’s Program, 1950. (Sta- 
tistical Series, No. 21.) Washington: 
The Bureau, 1954. 26 pp. Processed. 
A summary analysis of all diagnoses 

and a detailed analysis of seven 
selected diagnostic groups. Limited 
free distribution; apply to the 
Children’s Bureau, Social Security 
Administration, Washington 25, D. C. 
DIVISION OF THE ACTUARY. Summary 

of the Old-Age and Survivors Insur- 
ance System as Modified by the 
1954 Amendments. Washington: 
The Division, Aug. 1954. 7 pp. 
Processed. Limited free distribu- 
tion; apply to the Division of the 

iContinued c’n pr.go 261 

l Prepared in the Departmental Library. 
Department of Health, Education. and 
Welfare. Orders for items listed should be 
directed to publishers and booksellers: 
Federal publications for which prices are 
listed should be ordered from the Super- 
intendent of Documents, U.S. Govern- 
ment Printing OWce, Washington 25, D.C. 
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