Family Benefits in
Current-Payment Status,
June 30, 1955

The number of families receiving
monthly benefits under old-age and
survivors insurance increased more
than 850,000 in the year ended June

30, 1955; at the end of the fiscal year,
monthly benefits were being paid to
at least one person in 5.5 million fam-
ilies (table 1). Retired-worker fam-
jlies made up 76 percent of the total;
they numbered 4.2 million—about
700,000 more than a year earlier. The
number of survivor families totaled

Table 1.—Estimated number of families and beneficiaries in receipt of benefits
and average monthly benefit in current-payment status, by fa ily group,
end of June 1955 and 1954

[In thousands, except for average benefit; data corrected to Nov. 27, 1955]
June 20, 1955 June 30, 1954 Percent-
crease in
X 1y classifi f zn'em}g}o
‘amily classification o Average Average monthly
beneficiaries Number | Number | monthly | Number umbor monthly amﬁ}:m
of of berie- | amount | of amotitl | 5, B0
familics | ficiaries per i families ﬁ(mrm por 1955 f"n{n
¢ family family | “Jgsy
| 9s
Total oo 5,542.3 | 7.563.5 ’ ,,,,,,,,,, 4,690.2 1 6,468.8 || ...

Retired-worker families_ 4,214.8 1 5,462.3 |.____._._. 3,519.4 | 4,577.6 | _____ |

Workeronly__.___ 3,0067. 4 .3 067. 4 $58. 20 2,545.4 2,545, 4 $49. 40 18
Male____. 1,962.0 1,962.0 (3. 70 1, 669.9 1,669.9 53. 80 18
Female____ 1,105. 4 I 105. 4 48. 60 875.5 875.5 41.10 18

Workerand wifeaged 650rover.| 1,066.6 2.133.2 102. 20 904.9 | 1,809.8 86. 30 18

Workerand wifeunderage 651__ .4 .8 105. 00 .6 1.2 95. 60 10

Worker and aged dependent

husband____________.______ 9.2 18. 4 86. 50 7.3 14.6 75.20 15

Workerand I child._.__________ 1.0 20.0 98, 7 9.2 18. 4 76. 00 30

‘Workerand 2or more children__ 6.1 22.2 102.20 5.8 20. 4 79.40 29

Worker, wife aged 65 or over,

and 1 or more children_____ 1.0 3.0 123. 30 .8 2.6 98. 90 25
Worker, wife under age 65, and

1 child. 34.5 103.5 119. 20 28.5 85.5 100. 70 18
Worker, wife un

2 or more children 19.6 093.8 112. 90 16.9 79.7 93. 40 21

Survivor families. 1,327.5 2,101.2 |_______... 1,170.8 1,892 | oo
Aged widow____ 688. 2 688. 2 46. 60 585.1 585.1 41.00 14
Aged dependent widower__ 1.2 1.2 40,70 .9 .9 34.40 18
Widowed motheronly ' _______ 1.6 1.5 48.10 2.0 2.0 45. 20 6
Widowed mother and 1 child.__ 120. 9 241.8 104. 90 118.5 237.0 91. 50 15
‘Widowed motherand 2 children 84.5 253.5 132,30 8.5 235.5 114. 50 16
‘Widowed mother and 3 or more

children__.._.._.___________ 74.5 349.5 129.20 68.8 322.6 111.80 16

Divorced wife and 1 or more

.2 .4 124. 00 .2 . 111. 50 11

202.3 202.3 47.90 175. 5 175. 5 42.20 14

80,8 161.6 81. 60 73.5 147.0 72.20 13

29.5 88.5 100. 20 25.9 7.7 88. 30 13

19.9 87.2 104. 80 19.1 83.0 92. 60 13

1aged dependent parent_______ 22.3 22.3 48. 00 21.2 21.2 42. 60 13
2 aged dependent parents._____ 1.7 3.4 92. 60 1.6 3.2 81. 40 14

1 Benefits of children were being withheld.

about 1.3 million, an increase of more
than 150,000.

Average family benefits at the end
of June 1955 showed substantial in-
creases from the corresponding aver-
ages a year earlier because of the
higher benefit rates provided by the
1954 amendments and the increasing
proportion of payments computed on
the basis of earnings after 1950. Pay-
ments to retired workers with no de-
pendents receiving benefits averaged
$63.70 for men and $48.60 for women
—an increase of 18 percent for each
group. The average for a retired
worker and his aged wife also in-
creased 18 percent to $102.20.

For survivor families (excluding
the few aged-widower families) the
average benefits ranged from $46.60
for aged-widow families to $132.30
for families consisting of a widowed
mother and two children. The aver-
age benefit for families in which only
one child was receiving benefits was
$417.90, and for families consisting of
a widowed mother and one child it
was $104.90.

Families with benefits computed on
the basis of earnings after 1950 had
considerably higher average benefits
than those whose benefits were based
on earnings after 1936 (table 2). For
beneficiary families that consist only
of the retired worker and that are
receiving benefits determined under
the 1950 start, the average benefits
were $79.60 for men and $58.80 for
women; for families composed of a
retired worker and his aged wife, both
of whom were receiving benefits, the
average was $121.80. At the end of
June 1955, all retired-worker families

Table 2.—Estimated number of families and beneficiaries in receipt of benefits and average monthly benefit in current-
payment status on June 30, 1955, for selected family groups, by starting date used in benefit computation

[In thousands, except for average benefit; data corrected to Nov. 27, 1955]

Total Based on earnings after 1936 Based on earnings after 1950
§ : : o Number
Family classification of beneficiaries Average T Average Average 5
Number %Ifuﬁgggr monthly | Number Igfxxgéll;gr monthly | Number %If"}?éggf monthly gf fam 111;:
of families | {oiimies amount | of families | §hirics | amount | offamilics | s | amount S %E}':fﬁ
per family per family per family familics
Retired-worker families:
Worker 0Bl o oo oo 3,067.4 3,067.4 $58. 20 1,877.1 1,877.1 $49. 40 1,190.3 1,190.3 $72. 20 39
1,962.0 1,962.0 63. 70 1,199.0 1,199.0 53. 50 763.0 763.0 79. 60 39
1,1056. 4 1,105. 4 48. 60 678.1 678.1 42.10 427.3 427.3 58. 80 39
‘Worker and wife aged 65 or over... 1,066. 6 2,133.2 102. 20 614.9 1,229.8 87.80 451.6 903. 2 121.80 42
‘Worker, wife under age 65, and 1 or
more children. _.__._____.______ 54,1 197.3 116. 90 27.5 10L. 5 83.60 26.6 95.9 151. 40 49
Survivor families:
Aged widow . ..o ..o . 688. 2 688. 2 46. 60 612.7 612.7 45.00 75.5 75.5 59. 80 11
Widowed mother and 1 child_.__. 120.9 241.8 104. 90 81.8 163. 6 91. 40 39.1 78.2 133. 20 32
Widowed motherand 2 chi]dren- —— 84.5 253.5 132.30 55.9 167.7 105. 00 28.6 85.8 176.10 34
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receiving benefits computed under
the 1950 start comprised about 40
percent of the total; this proportion
is expected to increase since the 1950
start is used for about 75 percent of
the current old-age benefit awards.

For survivor families the average
benefits computed on the basis of
earnings after 1950 were $59.80 for
aged-widow families and $176.10 for
families consisting of a widowed
mother and two children. For aged-
widow families, the proportion of
benefits computed under the 1950
start was only 11 percent and re-
flected the large percentage of awards
to widows currently attaining age 65
whose husband had died before April
1952 and for whom a 1950 start is
thus not possible.
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