
Family Benefits in 30, 1955; at the end of the Ascal year, 

Current-Payment Status, monthly benefits were being paid to 

June 30, 1955 at least one person in 5.5 million fam- 
ilies (table 1). Retired-worker fam- 

about 1.3 million, an increase of more 
than 150,000. 

Average family benefits at the end 
of June 1955 showed substantial in- 
creases from the corresponding aver- 
ages a year earlier because of the 
higher benefit rates provided by the 
1954 amendments and the increasing 
proportion of payments computed on 
the basis of earnings after 1950. Pay- 
ments to retired workers with no de- 
pendents receiving benefits averaged 
$63.70 for men and $48.60 for women 
-an increase of 18 percent for each 
group. The average for a retired 
worker and his aged wife also in- 
creased 18 percent to $102.20. 

For survivor families (excluding 
the few aged-widower families) the 
average benefits ranged from $46.60 
for aged-widow families to $132.30 
for families consisting of a widowed 
mother and two children. The aver- 
age benefit for families in which only 
one child was receiving benefits was 
$47.90, and for families consisting of 
a widowed mother and one child it 
was $104.90. 

Families with benefits computed on 
the basis of earnings after 1950 had 
considerably higher average benefits 
than those whose benefits were based 
on earnings after 1936 (table 2). For 
beneficiary families that consist only 
of the retired worker and that are 
receiving benefits determined under 
the 1950 start, the average benefits 
were $79.60 for men and $58.80 for 
women; for families composed of a 
retired worker and his aged wife, both 
of whom were receiving benefits, the 
average was $121.80. At the end of 
June 1955, all retired-worker families 

The number of families receiving ilies made up ‘76 percent of the total; 
monthly benefits under old-age and they numbered 4.2 million-about 
survivors insurance increased more 700,000 more than a year earlier. The 
than 850,000 in the year ended June number of survivor families totaled 

Table 1 .-Estimated number of families and beneficiaries in receipt of benefits 
and average monthly benefit in current-payment status, by family group, 
end of June 1955 and 1954 
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Table 2.-Estimated number ojfamilies and beneficiaries in receipt of benefits and average monthly benefit in current- 
myment status on June 30,1955, for selected family groups, by starting date used in benefit computation - 
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receiving benefits computed under 
the 1950 start comprised about 40 
percent of the total; this proportion 
is expected to increase since the 1950 
start is used for about ‘75 percent of 
the current old-age benefit awards. 

For survivor families the average 
benefits computed on the basis of 
earnings after 1950 were $59.80 for 
aged-widow families and $176.10 for 
families consisting of a widowed 
mother and two children. For aged- 
widow families, the proportion of 
benefits computed under the 1950 
start was only 11 percent and re- 
flected the large percentage of awards 
to widows currently attaining age 65 
whose husband had died before April 
1952 and for whom a 1950 start is 
thus not possible. 
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