
Notes and Brief Reports 
coverage provisions of the 1954 
amendments probably will apply for 
account numbers only if and when 
they are brought into coverage 
through State agreements. Most farm 
operators did not need an account 
number until 1956, when they re- 
ported their 1955 earnings for social 
security purposes along with their 
income tax returns. Many farm op- 
erators nevertheless did secure their 
account numbers in 1955, a fact ac- 
counting in part for the dispropor- 
tionately large number of applicants 
in 1955 in the agricultural States. 
For example, new account applica- 
tions in 1955 in the region compris- 
ing Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Mis- 
souri, Nebraska, North Dakota, and 
South Dakota were more than double 
those issued in 1954, but for the Na- 
tion as a whole the increase was only 
58 percent. 

As might be expected, the distribu- 
tion of applicants for account num- 
bers by personal characteristics was 
markedly different in 1955 from 
what it had been in 1954. Although 
more new accounts were established 
for both men and women, the rise 
was greater for men. The 2.3 mil- 
lion account numbers issued to men 
represented a 77-percent increase, 
and the 2.0 million issued to women 
exceeded the number in 1954 by only 
40 percent. 

Because of the relatively sharp in- 
crease in the number of male appli- 
cants, men formed a larger propor- 
tion of all applicants in 1955 (53 per- 
cent) than they did in 1954 (47 per- 
cent). Male applicants outnumbered 
the women in each age group with 
the exception of ages 18-21 and 30-51. 
The marked increase for men may 
be attributed chiefly to the relatively 
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domestic service workers who, be- 
cause of the nature of their employ- 
ment, could not meet the more strin- 
gent coverage requirements of the 
1950 amendments.* Most of the work- 
ers in the newly covered employ- 
ments had already obtained their so- 
cial security account numbers be- 
cause they had worked in covered 
employment at one time or another 
since the beginning of 1937-the pro- 
gram’s first year of operation. Never- 
theless, the number needing an ac- 
count number for the first time 
because of the 1954 amendments was 
substantial. 

Some persons in the groups newly 
eligible for coverage, of course, did 
not have to obtain an account num- 
ber in 1955. Many State and local 
employees affected by the voluntary 

1 See James E. Marquis, “Old-Age and 

Survivors Insurance: Coverage Under the 

1954 Amendments,” Social Security Bulletin. 

January 1955. 

The 4.3 million applications for 
social security account numbers re- 
ceived in 1955 brought the cumula- 
tive total of account numbers estab- 
lished since the beginning of the pro- 
gram to 117.3 million (table 1). Ap- 
plications in 1955 exceeded those in 
1954 by 1.6 million and those in 1953 
by 0.9 million (table 2). The sizable 
increase in 1955 is attributable chiefly 
to applications received from per- 
sons newly covered by the. 1954 
amendments to the Social Security 
Act. 

The 1954 amendments extended 
coverage to occupations in which 
nearly 10 million persons are em- 
ployed during the course of a year. 
For the most part they are farm op- 
erators, employees covered by State 
and local government retirement sys- 
tems, and hired farm workers and 

Table 1 .-Number of applicants for account numbers and the cumulative 
number at the end of each period, by sex and by year, 1945-S 

Male I Total 

t’criod 

j--~- 

j Total during 
period 

FIXINk 

Cumulatiw 
Tota1 d”ring total at end 

period of period 

1,504 50,828 
1,432 52,260 
1,299 53,559 
1,305 M, 864 
1,113 55,977 
1,405 67,382 
2,420 59,802 
2,292 62,094 
;>g 63,758 
2: 304 67,361 65,057 

3,321 83,825 
3,022 86,847 
2.728 89,575 
2.720 Y2,295 
2.340 Y4,635 
2,8Yl 97,526 
4.92i 102,453 
4,363 106,816 
3,464 110,280 
2,743 113,023 
4,323 117,346 

1.817 
1,590 
1,429 
1,415 
1,226 
1,485 
2,507 
2, Oil 

:%i 
2: 019 

32.997 

Table Z.-Applicants for account numbers, by race, age group, and sex, by year, 1945-S 

Under age 20 Total 

Year 

Total 1 Male Total Malr 

Aged 20 and over ’ 

Femalr Total Male Female Male Female 

929,292 1,469,530 583,277 886,253 
853,464 1,421,797 684,964 736,833 
819,145 1,107,573 498, ooo 609,573 
858,424 949,029 392,436 556,593 
744,863 821,350 339,717 481,633 
883,901 1,004,912 403,592 601,320 

1.163,193 2,390,006 1,046,567 1,343,439 
1,088,859 2,065,609 1,083,426 982,163 
1,0x7,112 1.240,627 498,663 741,964 

870,268 955,672 381,745 573,927 
1,149,246 1,852,039 982,409 869,630 

19 

3,321,384 1,505,839 
3,022,057 1 431 760 
2,727,810 1: 2YY: 092 
2, x9,642 1,304,625 
2.339,502 1,113,006 
2,890,5i6 1,405,349 
4 Yn 120 
4:x3: 351 

2,420,488 
2,292,3OY 

3,464,22Y / 1,664,153 
2.743,072 1,298, Rii 
4,322. Xl 2.303,885 

1,815,545 
1,590 29i 
1,428, i18 
1,415,Oli 
1, 226,4Y6 
1.485.221 
2,%X1,632 
2, I)il,O42 
1, x00. OX 
1,444,lY5 
2,018,8i6 

309,008 
202,780 

1,851,854 

159,813 
1,600,260 
1,620,237 

159,182 1,770,613 
134,278 
161,533 

1,518,152 
1,885,SXl 

426,496 2,537,114 
229,773 2,297,742 
218,573 2,223,602 
176,598 1,787,406 
290,792 2,470,722 

922,562 
746,796 
801,092 
912,189 
ii3,289 

1,001, i57 
1,373,921 
1, 208,883 
1,165,490 

917,132 
1,321,476 

’ Includes a small number of applicants whose ages mere not reported. 
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large number of new accounts estab- 
lished in 1955 for farm operators and 
for farm workers. 

The number of accounts established 
increased for all age groups, but 
the increase was especially sharp 
for those aged 20 and over. Although 
the number of applications from per- 
sons under age 20 was 38 percent 
larger in 1955 than in 1954, this age 

group formed only 57 percent of all 
applicants in 1955, compared with 65 
percent in 1954 (tables 4 and 5). On 
the other hand, the number of ac- 
counts established for persons aged 
20 and over (almost 1.9 million) was 
almost twice as large in 1955 as in 
1954. This increase resulted from the 
unusually large number of applica- 
tions received from persons aged 40 

and over (table 5). Accounts estab- 
lished for persons aged 40-59 formed 
16 Percent of the total in 1955 and 12 
percent in 1954. 

The largest relative increase in the 
number of accounts established was 
for the group aged 60 and over. The 
495,000 applicants -in this age group 
represented a more than threefold in- 
crease from the number in 1954, and 
they formed 11 percent of all appli- 
cants-a larger proportion than in 
any other year. Men contributed sub- 
stantially to this increase; they ac- 
counted for 68 percent of all appli- 
cants aged 60 and over and 53 per- 
cent in 1954. 

The 1954 liberalization of the cov- 
erage requirements for domestic serv- 
ice workers did not result in an un- 
usually sharp rise in the number of 
Negro applicants in 1955, nor did it 
have any material effect on the com- 
position of the group. While the 
number of applications received from 
Negroes (516,000) was 61 percent 
larger in 1955 than in 1954, this in- 
crease was only 3 percentage points 
greater than the national average. 
Accounts established for Negro 
women made up about the same per- 
centage of Negro applicants in 1955 
as in 1954-56 percent and 55 per- 
cent, respectively. 

Money Income Sources for 
Young Survivors* 

The steady decline in mortality in 
the early and middle adult years has 
brought about a substantial reduction 

* Prepared by Lenore A. Epstein, Division 

of Program Research. Of&e of the Com- 

missioner. 

Table 3 . .-Applicants for account numbers, by sex, race, and age group, 1955 

Fem& 

1 White 1 NOgrO Total White ’ 

225,370 
--__ 

26,055 
1 “,i ;;6’ 

17: 734 
4,439 
4,931 
5,537 

104 

2,018,8iR 
-___ 

105,446 
1,043,800 

345,@36 
363,065 

3 ii; 
42: 110 

480 

1,728.084 290,792 516, 162 i2,303,885 

39, 010 192,002 
244,549 1,129,474 
12.5. Yb9 319,6&? 

iA, W4 327,817 
12, 20s 109, WI 
IO, 233 / 103, 575 

X, 322 120,792 
286 639 

-I- 
I 165,947 

997,650 
284,940 
310,083 
105,461 

98,644 
115,255 

535 

.- 
92,491 

931,075 
254,473 
305,195 

61,826 
43,395 
39,325 

304 

12,955 
112,725 

91,213 
57,870 

7,766 
5,302 
2,785 

176 

A- I 

Table 4 .-Applicants for account numbers, by sex and age, 1955 and 1954 

I Total Male 

RTmnt- 
age in- 
CrCaSr 

1955 1954 

__ 

1955 1951 

I, 742,426 58 303,246 ,298,510 77 ,018,396 ,443,916 

38 
28 
44 

2 
73 

104 
129 
1% 

321,476 917,132 
136,724 100,291 

72,819 45,717 
55,695 30,606 
.S4,448 24,270 
69,382 26,665 
80,691 24,995 
84,45i 23,341 
93,287 23,208 

,149,246 
138,624 

66,488 
61,911 
78,663 
97,193 

101,353 

“7:: ii:: 

21fi 
190 

334,267 
109, WI 

219 103,575 

82,285 
27,076 
25,736 

306 

E 

160,399 
69,592 
48,697 

248 120,792 29,473 310 42,110 

Total I_. 4,321,642 
_~-~ 

IJndrr %I.... 2, 470,722 ,787,400 
2&24 . . . . . . 275,34X 214,375 
25-29 . . . . . . 139,307 96,980 
3034 . .._. ~.. 117,W6 79,889 
35-39 ~.. 133,111 x3,331 
w4... .~. _. 166, ,575 !Ri, 011 
4s5-49 _.__ ~... 182,044 89,081 
<N-54 . .._ _. _. 171,479 74,745 
*55-59 ____ _. ~. 170,7x4 64,226 

MI and over. 494,666 
f&64 . .._._ 
6&69 . . . .._ 

179,492 

70 and 
152,272 

over. 162, 902 

156,414 
61,859 
47,777 

46, 7% 

__- 

870,268 
114,084 

51,263 
49,233 
59,041 
69,346 
64,086 
51,404 
41,012 

74,129 
34,783 
22,041 

17,305 

* Excludes 1,119 applicerlts in 1955 (639 men and 480 wo~ncn) and 646 applicants in 1954 (367 men and 279 
wmml) whose agm W,‘W not rqmrtrd. 

Table 5.-Percentage distribution of applicants for account numbers, by sex and age, 195155 
---- - .-. ____ -__ 

I 
Total Male Female 

A@ ~r”up 

1955 
_-__ ...... - ...... 

Total-. ....................... 1OiI.O 

IJnder20....~...........~......~ .. 57. 2 
20-59.. ..... ..__ ............. ._ .... 31.4 

20-29.. ....... _ _._. ............. _ 9.6 
30-39 .__ ...... .._ .............. -1 5.8 
4&m _ ....... _. ................ _ 8. 1 
50-59.. ......................... . 8.0 

6Oand DVPT ....................... 11.4 
f&64.. . .._...._.._..._. .._ .. ~._ 4.2 
65+9 _ .... ._._......._._ ....... -_ 3.5 
70md owr __...._._. ........... 3.8 

1952 _- 
-1 - 

1952 

_- 

i 

1954 

- 

_- 

- 

- 

-- 
1951 1955 

~__ 

loo. 0 loo. 0 

19-54 1953 
--- __ 

100.0 loo.0 

-64.2 65.2 
29. 1 
11.4 ::: : 

6.0 A. 5 
6. 7 7. 2 
5. 1 5.5 

s. 7 5.2 
2.3 2.2 
1. i 1.5 
1.7 1.4 

loo. 0 100.0 

52. 7 51.5 57.3 
37. 1 40. 6 28.2 
10.4 12. 5 9. 1 

7.0 9.2 4.8 
9. i 10.2 6. 5 

10. 1 8.6 7. 8 

10.2 7. 8 14.5 
4.4 3.6 4.8 
3.0 2.5 4.5 
2.8 1.8 5. 2 

loo.0 100.0 
-l-l- 

528 
34.0 

9. 2 
5.1 
a. 2 

11.4 

60.3 
34.6 
11.5 

i:; 
6.4 

56.8 56. 9 
35. 0 35.1 
12.2 10.2 

7. 5 7.0 
7. 8 9.8 
7. 6 a. 1 

22 40.6 52.6 46. 46.1 4 

11. 9 11.7 12 a 
8.4 9.0 10.9 
9.7 11.3 12.6 
6.6 8.6 9. a 

4.6 7.6 
2.2 3.6 
1.3 a. 3 
1.0 1.5 

8. 2 7.9 
3.5 3.4 
2.6 2. 4 
2.1 2.1 
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