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In connection w i t h the collection of c o n t r i b u 
tions, most of the State unemployment compensa
tion agencies are obtaining or w i l l obtain f rom each 
employer subject to the law reports as to the n u m 
ber of workers employed i n the pay-ro l l period 
ending nearest the last day of each m o n t h . When 
such report ing has been definitely established on 
a Nation-wide basis, i t w i l l provide a continuous 
record of m o n t h l y variations i n employment i n 
jobs covered by the State unemployment com
pensation laws. U n t i l t h a t t ime, i t w i l l remain 
necessary to estimate the number of persons em
ployed as of given dates in covered jobs. 

The estimates made by the Bureau of Research 
and Statistics of the Social Security Board have 
been based on periodic census data and current 
employment reports. Recently the data from the 
1935 censuses of business and manufactures have 
become available, and a complete revision of the 
estimates has been made to util ize these new data. 
The resulting estimates of the number of persons 
employed in jobs covered by State unemployment 
compensation laws in pay periods ending nearest 
the 15th of M a r c h , June, September, and Decem
ber 1937 are shown in the accompanying table. 

Improved accuracy in the estimates for i n d i v i d 
ual States, part icular ly those States where there 
is little diversification of industries, has resulted 
from the fact t h a t the 1935 censuses of business 
and manufactures yielded i m p o r t a n t new in forma
tion on employment in covered industries. De 
tailed data on employment have thus become 
available for a number of industries which were 
not included in the 1933 census of business; i . e., 
construction, motorbus transportat ion , motor -
trucking, mines and quarries, and miscellaneous 
specialized industries. I n 1935, moreover, tabula 
tions were made showing distr ibutions of firms and 
employees by size of f i rm i n the pr inc ipal covered 
industries—namely, trade, service, construction, 
and manufactur ing , by State. The ava i lab i l i ty 

of these d istr ibut ions has made i t possible to 
improve the accuracy of the estimates which pre
viously had been based on size-of-firm d i s t r i b u 
tions for the country as a whole. 

For these, as for the previous estimates, the 
1930 census of occupations served i n general as a 
bench mark f rom which changes i n covered em
ployment were projected forward by months. 
I n the case of Wisconsin and a few other States, 
employment figures reported by the State agency 
were used as a base. There are certain other 
States whose reports (Form UC-208 ) show a con
siderably larger number of workers employed i n 
covered jobs at the end of the year than is i n d i 
cated i n these estimates. Such discrepancies may 
result f rom inadequacies i n the census data on 
which the estimates are based. For instance, the 
census classifies workers according to their place 
of residence rather than according to their place 
of employment, whereas the States receive re 
ports for a l l workers employed i n covered indus
tries w i t h i n their boundaries no matter what the 
workers' places of residence may be. On the 
other hand, i t is possible t h a t some employers, 
through lack of f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h report ing require
ments, are s t i l l indicat ing the t o ta l number of 
workers employed throughout a m o n t h rather 
than the number employed i n pay periods ending 
nearest the last day of the m o n t h , as specified— 
a misunderstanding which would result i n reports 
of inflated figures. Of the States f r om which 
reports have been received as to the number of 
workers employed in December, the reported 
figures of nine States are significantly higher 
than the estimates. Reports f rom these States 
for December were as follows: Connecticut, 
398,000; Louisiana, 244,000; M a r y l a n d , 338,000; 
New Hampshire , 99,000; New Jersey, 854,000; 
N o r t h D a k o t a , 43,000; Rhode Is land , 168,000. 
A report has not yet been received f rom Massa
chusetts for December; the number of workers 
employed i n pay periods ending nearest the last 
day of November, as reported b y t h a t State, was 



905,000. Mi ch iga n reported 1,163,000 workers 
employed i n the November pay periods. 

The type of estimates i n the accompanying 
table must be dif ferentiated f rom other series 
which may be available. The t o ta l number of 
persons w o r k i n g i n covered occupations i n a State 
or i n the country as a whole changes from day to 
day. These estimates indicate current actual 
employment as of a given date. T h e y do not 
represent the t o ta l coverage of workers for unem
p loyment compensation purposes. I t is obvious 
t h a t , because of labor turn-over f rom m o n t h to 
m o n t h d u r i n g the year, the number of workers 

having accounts in the unemployment compensa
t i on agencies of each State may be from 25 to 50 
percent larger than the number of workers em
ployed i n covered industries in a given pay-rol l 
period. 

Figures re lat ing to coverage and to volume of 
employment are both useful. The statistics of 
current employment are essential for estimates of 
the solvency of State funds, estimates of the vo l 
ume of unemployment , and as indicators of the 
potent ia l load i n local employment service 
agencies. State reports on current employment 
are now being submit ted to the Social Security 

Estimated volume of employment 1 covered by provisions of approved State unemployment compensation laws as 
of Mar. 15, June 15, Sept. 15, and Dec. 15, 1937 

State 
Date of ap

proval under 
title I X 

Size-of-firm inclusion 

Estimated employment w i t h i n provisions of State law 
as of— 

State 
Date of ap

proval under 
title I X 

Size-of-firm inclusion 

M a r c h 15 June 15 September 15 December 15 

T o t a l (49 States) 16,463,000 17,758,000 20,101,000 18,724,000 
Alabama Dec. 31,1935 8 or more 295,000 289,000 287,000 276,000 Arizona Dec. 22, 1936 3 or more 75,000 77,000 77,000 71,000 Arkansas M a r . 9, 1937 1 or more 145,000 147,000 150,000 143,000 California Dec. 27, 1935 8 or more 1,068,000 1,108,000 1,200,000 1,659,000 
Colorado N o v . 27, 1936 8 or more 137,000 141,000 150,000 148,000 
Connecticut Dec. 8, 1936 5 or more 398,000 395,000 393,000 357,000 
Delaware June 5, 1937 1 or more 54,000 56,000 47,000 
District of Co lumbia N o v . 15, 1935 1 or more 134,000 136,000 133,000 155,000 
Flor ida June 24, 1937 8 or more 185,000 184,000 241,000 
Georgia A p r . 2, 1937 8 or more 328,000 331,000 313,000 
Idaho Sept. 1, 1936 1 or more 60,000 64,000 73,000 72,000 
I l l ino is J u l y 16, 1937 8 or more 1,588,000 1,447,000 
Ind iana Apr . 18, 1936 8 or more 554,000 542,000 584,000 495,000 
I o w a Dec. 29, 1936 8 or more 251,000 258,000 262,000 247,000 
Kansas A p r . 6, 1937 8 or more 200,000 203,000 198,000 
K e n t u c k y Dec. 31, 1936 4 or more 327,000 347,000 320,000 302,000 
Louisiana N o v . 20, 1936 8 or more 215,000 243,000 223,000 210,000 
Maine Dec. 24, 1936 8 or more 115,000 144,000 105,000 93,000 
M a r y l a n d Dec. 22, 1936 8 or more 310,000 322,000 328,000 295,000 
Massachusetts Feb. 4, 1936 8 or more 831,000 810,000 793,000 714,000 
Mich igan Dec. 29, 1936 8 or more 980,000 1,019,000 902,000 886,000 
Minnesota Dec. 29, 1936 1 or more 391,000 408,000 433,000 408,000 
Mississippi M a y 20, 1936 8 or more 108,000 104,000 110,000 103,000 
Missouri J u l y 13, 1937 8 or more 551,000 535,000 
M o n t a n a M a r . 30, 1937 1 or more 79,000 84,000 87,000 75,000 

Nebraska M a y 18, 1937 8 or more 128,000 125,000 132,000 
Nevada A p r . 9, 1937 1 or more 23,000 24,000 21,000 

New Hampshire Dec. 13, 1935 4 or more 97,000 95,000 94,000 82,000 
N e w Jersey Dec. 24, 1936 8 or more 789,000 803,000 805,000 744,000 
New Mexico Dec. 19, 1936 4 or more 46,000 47,000 48,000 46,000 

N e w Y o r k Jan. 24, 1936 4 or more 2,442,000 2,402,000 2,437,000 2,342,000 
N o r t h Carolina Dec. 19, 1936 8 or more 470,000 460,000 456,000 422,000 
N o r t h Dakota A p r . 16, 1937 8 or more 35,000 36,000 35,000 
Ohio Dec. 22, 1936 3 or more 1,237,000 1,185,000 1,248,000 1,143,000 
Oklahoma Dec. 19, 1936 8 or more 205,000 215,000 213,000 207,000 
Oregon Dec. 23, 1935 2 4 or more 180,000 194,000 213,000 156,000 
Pennsylvania Dec. 8, 1936 1 or more 1,959,000 1,977,000 1,960,000 1,808,000 
Rhode Island June 8, 1936 4 or more 181,000 176,000 164,000 146,000 
South Carolina J u l y 22, 1936 8 or more 201,000 194,000 194,000 187,000 
South Dakota Dec. 29. 1936 8 or more 35,000 36,000 36,000 37,000 

Tennessee Dec. 22, 1936 8 or more 306,000 308,000 310,000 280,000 
Texas N o v . 5, 1936 8 or more 598,000 631,000 639,000 620,000 
U t a h Sept. 15, 1936 4 or more 80,000 83,000 84,000 71,000 
Vermont Dec. 29, 1936 8 or more 55,000 55,000 49,000 42,000 
V i r g i n i a Dec. 19, 1939 8 or more 312,000 307,000 304,000 294,000 
Washington A p r . 13, 1937 8 or more 291,000 319,000 262,000 
West V i r g i n i a Dec. 22, 1939 8 or more 306,000 308,000 302,000 283,000 
Wisconsin N o v . 27,1935 8 or more 454,000 455,000 473,000 434,000 

Wyoming M a r . 24,1937 1 or more 37,000 35,000 39,000 40,000 

1 January 1938 revision. The data given in this table represent the estimated numbers of workers engaged, as of the dates specified, in employments covered 
by State unemployment compensation laws. These estimates are essentially a measurement of volume of employment and are not a measure of the number of 
i n d i v i d u a l s who by reason of past or present employment have accrued and are accruing r ights to benefits under the provisions of State laws. Estimates have 
been adjusted for the size-of-firm provisions i n the respective State laws but are in general based on occupational inclusion of employment as defined under title 
I X of the Social Security A c t . T h e basic data are not yet available from which to estimate the volume of employment covered by the approved unemployment 
compensation laws of Alaska and Hawaii. 

2 T h e Oregon law covers f irms employing 4 or more in any 1 day d u r i n g any calendar quarter, provided the employer's pay ro l l amounts to $500 or more 
d u r i n g such quarter. 
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Board by the m a j o r i t y of the States, b u t because 
of the recent passage of their unemployment 
compensation laws a few States have no t yet 
entered this report ing system. As rap id ly as the 
other States come i n t o the report ing system and 
are able to submit complete and comparable data , 

their figures for covered employment w i l l be 
published current ly and also w i l l be used as a 
bench m a r k for mak ing current estimates. A t a 
later date, figures indicat ing the t o t a l coverage 
of the State laws over a period of a year w i l l also 
be made available. 


