der the 1956 amendments to the So-
cial Security Act.s

More than half of all widows under
age 65 had some earnings in Decem-
ber 1956. The proportion was only
slightly larger for those without chil-
dren than for those with children in
their care. It is likely, however, that
part-time or intermittent work was
more common among the latter
group because women with children
usually seek jobs that are convenient-
1y located, with convenient hours, or
other special requirements. Perhaps
35,000-45,000 widows under age 65
were receiving unemployment insur-
ance benefits in December 1956.

Apparently almost all widows with
children in their care had some in-
come from earnings and/or social in-
surance or aid to dependent children
in December 1956, but about 30 per-
cent of the other widows under age
65 were without income from these
sources.

e

Old-Age Benefits in
Current-Payment Status,
December 31, 1956

Old-age insurance benefits under
the Social Security Act were being
paid on December 31, 1956, to about
5.1 million persons; a year earlier—
in December 1955—almost 4.5 million
had been receiving benefits. The ac-
companying table shows the average
monthly benefit amount at the end
of 1956 and gives a percentage dis-
tribution of the number of benefici-
aries according to the size of their
benefit. The data are classified by
the beneficiaries’ State of residence
at the close of the year.

The average old-age benefit of
$63.09 being paid in December 1956
was about $1.19 higher than the
average in December 1955. One rea-
son for the higher average was the
increasing proportion of benefits
computed on the basis of earnings
after 1950. Beginning in 1955 the
maximum amount of annual earnings
that can be used in benefit computa-

4 For a summary of available data re-
lating to the income sources of women
approaching age 65, see the Bulletin, June
1957, pages 9-10.
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tions was raised from $3,600 to $4,200.
A second factor in the increase was
the progressively rising proportion of
beneficiaries whose benefits were
computed under the provision that
permits up to 5 years of lowest earn-
ings to be excluded in calculating
the average monthly wage. The

average old-age benefit being pald
went up each month, from $61.90 in
December 1955 to $63.31 in October
1956. The average dropped to $63.09
in November, however, when a large
number of women aged 62-64 were
awarded monthly old-age benefits
that, because of the actuarial reduc-

Number and average monthly amount of old-age insurance benefits in
current-payment status and percentage distribution by amount of benefit,1

by State, December 31, 1956

Percentage distribution based on sampling ratiosh that vary inversely with the number of beneficfaries in

the State]
Aver- | Number Percent of old-age beneficiaries receiving—
State 2 age of
o eaee Bonett) | hone” | hemee $24.00- $30. 10-|$45. 00-|$60.00-|$75. 00-|$90. 00~
of average bene ene- ene- 24, . . . . .
fit | ficiaries | 1081 "29 00 | $30-00\°44 00 \"50.00 | 74.00 | 89.90 | 108.40 $108-50
Total ... $63.09 (6,112,430 | 100.0 0.5 15.1 12.1 16.4 | 22.7 15.6 | 16.4 1.2
Connecticut_______ 70.01 89,868 | 100.0 .3 8.3 8.1 13.7| 24.3| 21.5| 22.3 1.5
Michigan_______... 68.98 | 210,847 | 100.0 3 1lb 9.9 14.7 18.8§ 16.7 | 25.8 2.3
New Jersey.____.... 68.95 201,964 | 100.0 .4 8.9 9.6 15.1 23.3 18.9 22.0 1.8
Pennsylvania_.___. 86.66 | 394,110 | 100.0 .4 10.9 10.2 | 156 | 24.9| 18.6 | 18.2 1.2
Ohio. oo 66.66 | 287,403 | 100.0 3 13.0) 10.2] 152 21.4) 16.3] 21.8 1.8
Massachusetts_.._ 66.35 | 219,373 | 100.0 .2 9.4 9.8 17.2| 27.8| 18.3 | 16.3 1.0
Tlinois_._ o ..—.__- 66.33 | 311,318 | 100.0 4| 12.8 9.8 15.7 | 23.1 17.0 | 19.9 1.3
New York._.___..._ 65.93 | 604,607 | 100.0 .31 11.3 | 10.4 | 15.6 | 24.9 9 18.4 17.7 1.4
Rhode Island._.__. 65.26 37,460 | 100.0 .5 8.5 9.9 18.0 | 28.7 19.1 14.4 .9
Florida_ . _..__.___. 64.22 | 157,880 | 100.0 b5 146 11.9| 16.0 | 21.1 17.0 | 17.7 1.2
‘Washington_..____ 63.61 99,739 | 100.0 .5 14.2 | 11.0 18.9 § 21.5 14.7 | 18.0 1.2
Wisconsin._._ -] 63.50 129,560 | 100.0 b 16.6 ) 11.51 15.1 20.7) 15,2} 19.0 1.4
Delaware..__ 63.35 12,074 | 100.0 BS1o12.3 1 11.8 17.4 | 26.2| 15.6 | 15.1 1.1
Utah.___.. 63.16 17,288 1 100.0 .47 16.4 12.0 | 156 | 20.4) 16,4 17.1 1.8
California.. 63.10 | 441,566 | 100.0 .3 13.8 | 12,9 | 18.8§ 22.1 14.4 | 16.3 1.4
Indiana. 62.73 147,923 | 100.0 .5 15.9 12.6 15.8 20.8 15.1 18.1 1.2
Nevada.. 62.69 5,575 | 100.0 0 15.4 15,4 | 21.3 ) 20.2) 11.4] 15.4 .9
Arizona_. 62.61 22,588 | 100.0 .8 18.1 11. | 16.3} 19.8} 16,3 16.1 W7
Oregon.. 62.55 69,203 | 100.0 4 1481 12,1 20.1 21.0 | 14,6 15.7 1.3
Alaska . ________ 61.82 2,303 } 100.0 .3 15.6 | 13.7 ] 18.8 ] 22.0 | 11.4) 17.2 1.0
West Virginia_.____ 61.72 55,400 | 100.0 .4 17.8 [ 13.0 15.2 | 26.3 | 14.0| 12.5 .8
Maryland -] 6172 69,037 | 100.0 .5 15.8 1 12.9| 16.2 | 24.6 ] 15.2 13.9 .9
New Hampshire___| 61.46 27,208 | 100.0 2] 14 14.2 | 8.0 27.9 | 12.4 12.2 1.0
Distriet of
Columbia________ 61.24 19,860 | 100.0 .3 14.0 13.3 19.4 23.7 15.1 13.2 1.0
Wyoming.__ -| 61.20 7,617 | 100.0 .4 14.3 12.1 16.6 25.4 16.0 13.8 1.4
Colorado.._ 61.19 43,397 | 100.0 61 179 14.2 ) 16.0 | 21.8 141 14.7 .7
Minnesota_ 60.85 99,605 | 100.0 .5 18.81 12,91 159} 21.4| 14,2 | 15.2 1.1
Montana. . 60.58 18,693 { 100.0 .1 18.2 12.2 ] 17.2| 22.3 ) 12.2| 15.7 2.1
Missouri_ 60.56 | 141,927 | 100.0 b 173 14.4 | 15.9 | 22.7 | 14.1 14.2 .9
Hawail__ 59.78 10,397 | 100.0 .6 19.0 13.4} 18.3 | 22.4 | 17.7 8.0 .6
Vermont..___.._.__ 58.80 15,336 | 100.0 .5 17.4 15.2 17.0 25.9 14.3 9.0 .7
Towa__. .| 58.70 88,027 | 100.0 L7 205 14.1 16.1 | 22.3 | 12.6 | 13.2 .5
Main .| 58.66 43,188 | 100.0 .4 18.5 14.9 18.5 23.4 14.1 9.5 .7
Idaho.__ 58.03 17,638 | 100.0 4] 1955 149 16.2) 21.91 13.2| 13.2 W7
Nebraska. _ 57,98 41,271 | 100.0 .3 20.8 15.8 15.6 22.5 12.5 11.5 1.0
Kansas__ 57.86 62,727 | 100.0 .5 19.6 15.7 16.8 | 20.7 13.8 12.4 .5
Virginia. 57.34 77,973 | 100.0 .6 21.9 15.6 16.7 21.4 13.7 9.5 .6
Kentucky. 56.73 74,050 | 100.0 .8 22.6 15.4 16.8 22.0 10.9 10.9 .6
Oklahoma._ .| 56.53 55,613 § 100.0 .6 23.1 14.3 16.6 | 21.9| 11.4| 1l1.4 g
Texas oooceoao__ 56.35 | 163,416 | 100.0 1.0 22.4) 14.7| 17.5 20.9} 11.4| 11.5 .6
New Mexico..__.__ 56.04 11,097 | 100.0 .9 24.0 17.0 15.6 20.2 10.6 10.6 1.1
South Dakota____. 55.96 16,405 | 100.0 .2 22.0 15.6 15.8 23.5 13.2 9.2 .5
Louisiana_.__ 55.69 49,913 | 100.0 1.1 23.0 14.9 18.1 21.3 9.9 10.6 1.1
North Carolina 55.46 70,564 | 100.0 91 21.3 15.8 | 18.5 | 23.3 | 11.8 7.6 .8
South Carolina 55,04 33,057 | 100.0 1.3 22.6 14.9 19.2 20.5 12.8 8.3 4
54.86 60,068 | 100.0 .8 24.4 14.9 18.2 21.3 10.4 9.2 .8
54.23 11,471 | 100.0 b 26.6 16.5 16.0 22.9 10.8 6.0 .7
53.84 64,248 | 100.0 1.0 23.3| 17.5 18.3 | 21.2| 10.3 7.9 .5
53.82 69,110 | 100.0 1.0 25.2 16.5 18.1 20.3 10.3 8.1 .5
51.49 44,500 | 100.0 .8 30.0 16.3 17.2 19.9 8.3 7.2 .3
49.7 34,502 | 100.0 1.2 32.1 19.3 15.4 19.2 7.0 5.4 .4
44.69 264 | 100.0 .8 31.8 32.6 12.5 13.6 3.8 4.9 0
Puerto Rico. 41.34 19,150 | 100.0 .8 3861 32.0| 12.5( 11.1 2.8 2.1 .1
Foreign____.______. 65.22 33,072 | 100.0 .1 10.4 9.9 16.6 | 33.2| 16.7 12.6 .5
1 For persons receiving both an old-age benefit old-age benefit. Actuarially reduced benefits

and a widow’s, widower’s, or parent’s secondary
benefit or a wife’s or husband’s secondary benefit
that was awarded, reinstated, or adjusted after
Sept. 13, 1956, the amount of the reduced sec-
ondary benefit is combined with the amount of the

payable to women aged 62-64 at entitlement may
be represented in all the amount-of-benefit inter-
vals except that for $108.50 and account for all
the cases in the $24.00-$29.90 interval.

2 Beneficiary’s Stute of residence.
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tion for early retirement, averaged
$48.26.

Almost a third of all old-age bene-
ficiaries were receiving monthly bene-
fits of $75.00-$108.50. About two-fifths
were receiving benefits in the $45.00-
$74.90 range, and slightly more than
one-fourth were receiving benefits of
less than $45.00. Actuarially reduced
benefits payable to women aged 62-
64 at entitlement may be represented
in all the amount-of-benefit intervals
except the one for $108.50, and they
account for all benefits of $24.00-
$29.90.

Benefits of exactly $30.00, repre-
senting mainly amounts going to
persons entitled to the statutory mini-
mum, were being paid fo about 772,
000 old-age beneficiaries—61,000 more
than at the end of 1955. As a pro
portion of all old-age beneficiaries,
however, the number of persons re-
ceiving a $30.00 benefit declined 0.8
percent to 15.1 percent. The figure
for the number of persons receiving
an old-age benefit of exactly $30.00
at the end of 1955 represented the
number receiving the minimum bene-
fit. The corresponding figure for
December 1956 includes some bene-
fits that were reduced to exactly
$30.00 because of actuarial reduction
for early retirement. Then, too, some
benefits in the $24.00~$29.90 interval
would have been $30.00 minimum
benefits if they had not been actu-
arially reduced because the benefi-
ciary was aged 62—64 at entitlement.

Among the 48 States the average
old-age benefit at the end of 1956
ranged from $70.01 in Connecticut to
$49.78 in Mississippi. Benefits of
$75.00-$108.50 were being paid to 45
percent of the old-age beneficiaries
in Connecticut and to 13 percent in
Mississippi. Only 17 percent of the
old-age beneficiaries in Connecticut
but 53 percent of those in Mississippi
were receiving benefits of $24.00-
$44.90. In Puerto Rico, where the
average benefit was only $41.34, 71
percent of the old-age beneficiaries
were receiving less than $45.00.

The average old-age benefit was
highest in the Northeastern States
and in certain North Central States,
somewhat lower in the Far West and
Middle West, and for the most part
lowest in the Southern States. Four
of the six States with the highest av-
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erage old-age benefits are in the
Northeast, and five of the six States
with the lowest average benefits are
in the South. In the Southern States,
workers had more periods of non-
covered employment in their earn-
ings histories; the result was a re-
duction in the average monthly
earnings from which their benefits
were computed. Regional differences
in wage rates are also reflected, to
some extent, in the average benefits.
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