
Table 3.-Distribution of applicants for account numbers by sex, race, and 
age group, 1956 

Total LMalc Fl?msls 
Age group ----- --- ___----- 

Total White 1 Negro Total White 1 Negro Total White 1 Negro 

---~ __---___--___ 

Total-_ 4.376,315 3,922,427 453,888 2,391,183 2,174,991 216,192 1,985,132 I,i4i,436 237,696 
-----~-___ -- 

Under 15..- 271,960 243,033 28,927 183,133 161,878 21,2j5 88,827 81,155 i,B72 
l&19.---.-. 2,224,860 1.977.751 247.109 1,161,751 133 145 

699,716 592,528 107,188 382,951 lJ:;,60; 34:744 
1 063 109 

‘316:765 
949,145 113.964 

XI-39 ______. 244,321 72,444 
40-59.-e-e-. 717,924 670,894 47,030 368,942 355 : 462 13,480 348,982 315,432 3x 550 
60-64 .-.-_.. 170,437 8,434 100,225 96,361 3,864 

125,526 ;6$g 7,733 78,642 74,259 3,393 
70,212 65,642 4:570 

65.69...-..m 46,884 43,531 3.350 
i0 and over. 164,953 157:597 7,256 114,884 109, ;g 5,208 49,969 4;,!‘21 2,01x 
unknown.- 1,039 828 211 655 113 391 286 98 

1 Represents all races other than Negro. 

effects of coverage extension to jobs 
in which many Negroes are employed. 
The 454,000 applications for account 
numbers received in 1956 from Ne- 
groes made up 10 percent of the total 
(table 3). Although the number of 
these applications was 12 percent less 
than the number received from Ne- 
groes in 1955, it represented an in- 
crease of 41 percent from the number 
in 1954. 

Disability Insurance 
Trust Fund, 
January-June 1957” 

At the end of June 1957 the trust 
fund established by the Social Se- 
curity Amendments of 1956 1 for the 
disability insurance aspects of the 
old-age, survivors, and disability in- 
surance program had been in opera- 
tion for 6 months. The fund operates 
in the same way as the old-age and 
survivors insurance trust fund, but 
it is entirely separate from it. 

The contribution rate for the entire 
program, both for employer and em- 
ployee, was raised from 2 to 2% per- 
cent of covered wages, effective Jan. 
1, 1957, with the total increase of % 
of 1 percent allocated to the disability 
insurance trust fund. The first con- 
tributions to the new fund came from 
the levy on wages paid in January. 
A rise of 3/8 of 1 percent in 
the tax on earnings from self- 
employment is also allocated to the 
disability insurance fund. Since self- 

* Prepared by Sophie Ft. Dales. Division 
of Program Research, Office of the Com- 
missioner. 

1 See the BulLetin, September 1956, pages 
3-20. 
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employed persons pay their contri- 
butions on an annual basis, practi- 
cally no contributions have yet been 
received from them. 

By the end of June, contributions 
totaled $333.3 million, and the follow. 
ing amounts had been placed in the 
disability insurance trust fund: 

Amount 
1957 (in millions) 

February . . . $52.1 
March . . . . .._.._.._.........._........ 65.8 
April _. _. . . 31.2 
May ..__....._. 118.6 
June . . . . . . .._...__............._...._ 65.5 

By June 30, transfers totaling $3.9 
million had been made-the amount 
estimated as one-ninth of the total 
deposits made by the States in Feb- 
ruary-June under voluntary agree- 
ments for old-age, survivors, and dis- 
ability insurance coverage of their 
employees (at the combined employer- 
employee rate of 4% percent of cov- 
ered payrolls). At the end of June, 
interest of $1.4 million was credited 
to the fund. 

About $1.3 million had been with. 
drawn from the disability insurance 
trust fund by the end of June for 
reimbursement to general revenues 
for expenses that the Treasury De- 
partment incurred in establishing 
and operating the fund. Adjustment 
between the old-age and survivors 
insurance trust fund and the disabil- 
ity insurance trust fund for the ex- 
penses of the Bureau of Old-Age and 
Survivors Insurance and the Treas- 
ury Department in administering the 
disability insurance aspects of the 
program will be made at or after the 
close of each fiscal year. 

Of the fund’s total assets of $337.2 
million held at the end of June, $11.9 

million was in cash and $325.4 million 
had been invested in Government 
securities. 

Estimates for the disability benefit 
payments made early in August for 
July (the first month for which bene- 
fits are payable) place the amount 
at about $8.2 million. When sufficient 
data are available, the BULLETIN’S 

monthly trust fund table will be ex- 
panded to provide continuing data on 
both the old-age and survivors insur- 
ance and the disability insurance 
trust funds. 

Recent Publications* 
General 

“Amendments to the Social Security 
Scheme in Mexico.” Industry and 
Labour, Geneva, Vol. 17, June 1, 
195’7, pp. 459-461. 25 cents. 

FINLAND. KANSANEL~ELAITOS (Pen- 
sion Institute), Kertomus, 1956. 
Helsinki : The Institute, 1957. 36 
PP. 
The annual report of the Pension 

Institute, with the table titles given 
in English. Includes some informa- 
tion on the pension changes effective 
January 1, 1957. 
LANDAY, DONALD M., and NAPIER, 

ELIZABETH. “Characteristics of the 
Insured Unemployed, 1956.” Month- 
ly Labor Review, Washington, Vol. 
80, May 1957, pp. 582-586. 55 
cents. 

MACINTYRE, DUNCAN M. “Regulation 
of Employee Benefit Programs.” 
Industrial and Labor Relations Re- 
view, Ithaca, Vol. 10, July 1957, pp. 
554-578. $1.50. 

NEW ZEALAND. SOCIAL SECURITY DE- 
PARTMENT. Social Security Cash 
Benefits in New Zealand. Welling- 
ton: R. E. Owen, Govt. Printer, 
1957. 31 pp. 

PARSONS, TALCOTT, and SMELSER, NEIL 
J. Economy and Society: A Study 
Irz the Integration of Economic and 
Soda2 Theory. Glencoe, Ill.: The 
Free Press, 1956. 322 pp. $6. 

“Recent Developments in Social In- 

* Prepared in the Library, Department 
of Health, Education. and Welfare. Orders 
for items listed should be directed to pub- 
lishers and booksellers; Federal publica- 
tions for which prices are listed should be 
ordered from the Superintendent of Doc- 
uments, U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

(Continued on page 17) 

Social Security 


