Income of Old-Age and Survivors Insurance
Beneficiaries: Highlights From Preliminary

Data, 1957 Survey «

HE national survey of a sample
I of beneficiaries conducted by
the Bureau of Old-Age and
Survivors Insurance in the fall of
1957 provides data on the amount
and sources of income of aged bene-
ficiaries and widowed mothers with
entitled children. The following high-
lights are from preliminary tabula-
tions of data from this survey.

Aged Beneficiaries

Total Money Income

Half the beneficiary couples had
money incomes of less than $183 a
month and half had more; for single
retired workers, the dollar income
was about half as much and for
aged widows it was less than half as
much.

Total money income includes old-
age, survivors, and disability in-
surance benefits and income from
other permanent independent
sources, such as employer pensions,
veterans’ compensation and pensions,
private annuities, and assets; income
from temporary sources, such as
earnings and unemployment insur-
ance; and supplementary income,
such as public assistance and contri-
butions from outside the household.
It does not include such items as
lump-sum proceeds from life in-
surance policies or profit-sharing
plans and inheritances.

The quartile amounts of total
money income are shown below for

Bene- | Single
ficiary | retired 1?(1ged
lcouples workers| ¥ 100WS
Lowest fourth had less |
than. ... _______ $1,500 $770 $640
Half had more and half
had less than...._._____ 2,190 | 1,140 880
Top fourth had more
L1 1 S ,250 1,730 1,380

* Division of Program Analysis, Bureau
of Old-Age and Survivors Insurance.
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retired workers with a wife entitled
all year (referred to as “beneficiary
couples”), for single retired workers
(men and women combined), and
for aged widows. These figures,
which summarize the data in table
1, give a general picture of the
total money income situation of bene-
ficiaries in the 1957 survey year.
Three-fourths of the couples had less
than $3,250 during the year; half
had less than $2,190. For single
retired workers the corresponding
dollar amounts were about half as
much; for aged widows, less than
half as much.

Money Income Other Than
OASI Benefits

Old-age and survivors insurance
benefits provided practically all the
money income of about one-fourth of
the aged beneficiaries.

Aside from their old-age and sur-
vivors insurance benefits, 1 in every
5 beneficiary couples, more than 1
in every 4 single retired workers, and
more than 1 in every 3 aged widows
had no additional money income or
had less than $75 in additional in-
come during the survey year.

One-fourth of the beneficiary

-

Table 1.—Total money income:! Percentage distribution of beneficiary groups,®
by amount during 1957 survey year ?

[Preliminary figures)
Married couples Single retired workers

Wwid-

SRR R o o o el owed

Husband, retired worker moth-
Total money Wife Adged ers with

income 5 " oot widows| en-

Total | Wile | Wife | o |retired | oy | en |[Women titled

en- |became| | ot work- chil-

titled | en- en- ert dren

all titled | 4iiicq
year |in year
Number of
groups in

sample_...___. 1,840 | 1,088 238 441 *73 { 1,613 824 789 629 889
Total _.._.._._.. 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
Less than $600.__.___ 1.4 1.4 1.3 1.6 *1.4 11.3 9.5 13.3 20.8 5.4
00-899. .. __ 3.9 3.8 4.6 3.6 *5.5 24.1 23.3 25.0 31.0 2.1
900-1,199__ 8.1 8.5 8.4 8.2 [ceo.. 18.2 19.2 17.1 17.3 4.3
1,200-1,499 10.8 11.3 8.8 10.9 *g,2 13.8 14.6 12.9 10.0 6.3
1,500-1,799__ 10.7 12.1 10.1 8.6 *4.1 9.9 9.7 10.0 6.8 8.7
1,800-2,099. . 10.1 9.9 11.8 8.8 1 *15.1 6.8 5.8 7.9 3.5 7.2
2,100-2,399__ 10.1 10.2 13.0 7.9 | *¥1.0 5.0 5.7 4.2 2.5 8.8
2,400-2,699__ 8.1 8.1 11.3 6.8 *5.5 2.6 2.8 2.4 2.2 9.6
2,700-2,999__ 6.1 6.3 6.7 5.4 *5.5 1.5 1.5 1.6 1.3 6.1
3,000~3,999__ 14.6 13.2 13.4 18.4 | *16.4 2.6 2.5 2.7 1.9 25.2
4,000-4,999_ _ 6.4 5.1 5.5 8.6 | *15.1 1.9 2.3 1.5 .2 10.8
5,000-9,999__ _. 7.6 7.3 3.8 9.5 | *12.3 2.0 2.7 1.3 1.7 10.0
10,000 or more. ... 2.1 2.7 1.3 1.6 [oooaee .3 .5 .1 .6 .6
Median__._____.____ $2,249 | $2,186 | $2,216 | $2,415 |*$2,662 | $1,140 | $1,170 | $1,106 $882 | $2,831

* Percentage and median computed on small base
and therefore subject to large sampling variation.

! Represents cash receipts from all Sources exceps
sale of property, tax refunds, large cash gifts, lump-
sum inheritances and insurance payments, and cash
contributions by relatives within the household. In-
cludes, where the amount was known, the value of
bills (except medical bills) paid by relatives outside
the household.

2 Represents 1 person for single retired workers
and aged widows, 2 persons for married couples

(whether or not the spouse was entitled to benefits),
and 2 or more persons for widowed mothers with
entitled children.

3 The “‘survey year” was a period of 12 consecu-
tive calendar months ended in September, October,
or November 1957, depending on the date of the
Interview.

4 Husband not entitled to benefits.

5 S8ample includes 1 group with negative income
because of negative earnings in self-employment.
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Bene- | Single
ficiary | retired W‘?dgggvs
couples{workers
Lowest fourth bad none
orlessthan___.____..... $230 $60 $3
Half had more and half
had lessthan___________ 900 470 270
more
.................. 1,840 | 1,040 800

couples had more than $1,840 in
money income besides their old-age
and survivors insurance benefits; one-
fourth of the single workers had
more than $1,040 in additional in-
come; one-fourth of the aged widows
had money income of more than
$800 besides their benefits.

For approximately a fourth of the
entitled couples and aged widows and
a third of the single retired workers
the additional money income was
derived entirely from temporary
sources, such as earnings, or from
supplementary sources, such as con-
tributions or public assistance.

Independent Money
Retirement Income

More than half the aged bene-
ficiaries had less than $75 a month
per person in total independent
retirement income.

Independent money retirement in-
come includes 12 months’ old-age and
survivors insurance benefits * and
other independent income that bene-
ficiaries could reasonably expect to
continue in future years in ap-
proximately the same amounts as in
the survey year. Besides benefits, the
“retirement income” category in-
cludes employer and union pensions,
veterans’ pensions, income from trust
funds and other annuities, and rents,
interest, and dividends.

A fourth of the couples had less
than $100 a month, and almost one-
fourth had more than $200. The
single beneficiaries had about half
as much as the couples.

Independent Money Retire-
ment Income Other Than
OASI Benefits

Old-age and survivors insurance

1For couples with wife entitled all or
part of the survey year, 12 months’
benefits of both husband and wife are
included. No benefits are included for
nonentitled wives, or for husbands in the
couples where the wife is the retired
worker.
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Table 2.—~Money income other than OASI benefits:! Percentage distribution
of beneficiary groups,? by amount during 1957 survey year ?

[Preliminary figures]

Married couples Single retired workers

Wid-

Husband, retired worker Ion‘ggg_
11}/Ionle]y ilgeomfeit Wife J_&(%ed ers with

other than benefits 5 5 irad widows| en-

Total VeVrll.Ee b :g;i; e Wife r&%;‘id Total | Men :Women titled

: not T chil-

titled en- n ert dren

all | titled | S
year ! in year
Total.oceooooooae 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 { 100.0 | *100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
No other income 5__. 8.9 11.7 8.4 3.6 *1.4 17.9 21.4 14.2 24.6 9.0
Other income..._.__ 91.1 88.3 91.6 96.4 | *98.6 82.1 78.6 85.8 75.4 91.1
Less than $75_ 5.5 7.3 3.8 2.9 |oeeoooo. 9.2 8.6 9.8 12.2 4.0
5-149______ 2.4 3.0 3.8 .2 *2.7 5.0 5.1 4.8 5.6 2.0
150-299 5.0 5.8 5.9 3.2 *]1.4 8.6 8.5 8.7 9.4 4.9
300-599- - - 9.6 10.5 11.3 7.7 *2.7 16.7 15.2 18.3 14.0 7.8
600-899___ 11.5 11.9 14.7 10.7 *1.4 12.5 11.3 13.8 13.7 10.1
900-1,199__ 10.3 9.5 13.4 10.7 *9.6 11.2 11.7 10.6 7.5 9.8
1,200-1,499. 9.6 8.8 11.3 10.9 *6.8 6.7 5.9 7.5 3.7 7.0
1,500-1,799_. 6.3 5.9 6.3 6.1 | *13.7 2.9 2.7 3.0 2.2 6.4
1,800-2,099 5.1 5.1 3.8 4.8 *9.6 1.9 1.2 2.7 1.0 5.6
2,100-2,399__ 4.2 3.6 2.9 5.9 *6.8 1.4 1.6 1.1 1.4 4.6
2,400~2,699_. 3.9 2.8 3.8 6.6 *4.1 1.1 1.0 1.1 1.0 5.6
2,700~2,999__ 2.0 1.0 1.7 3.9 *5.5 .7 .5 .9 .3 4.2
3,000-3,999.__ 6.6 5.4 3.8 9.5 | *15.1 1.8 1.9 1.6 1.1 9.2
4,000-4,999__ 3.3 2.2 2.1 5.2 | *12.3 1.0 1.1 .9 .3 5.1
5,000-9,999____ 4.2 3.5 1.7 6.8 6.8 1.4 2.1 .8 1.4 4.4
10,000 or more_._._ 1.7 2.0 1.3 1.4 oo .2 .4 1 .6 .2
Median, all groups...| $1,105 $898 $947 | $1,506 *$2,130 $469 $427 $505 $271 | $1,299
Median, groups with
income other than

benefits. _.....___. 1,237 | 1,082 i 1,041 | 1,594 | *2,160 639 652 629 525 1,490

* Percentage and median computed on small base
and therefore subject to large sampling variation.

L Represents cash receipts from all sources except
OASI benefits and sale of property, tax refunds,
large cash gifts, lump-sum inheritances and insur-
ance payments, and cash contributions by relatives
within the household. Includes, where amount was

known, the value of bills (except medical bills) paid
by relatives outside the household.

23 4 See footnotes 2, 3, and 4, table 1.

5 Sample includes 5 married couples, 4 single re-
tired workers, 3 aged widows, and 1 widowed mother
with entitied children with negative or break-even
money income other than benefits.

Table 3.—Independent money retirement income:! Percentage distribution
of beneficiary groups,? by amount during 1957 survey year 3

[Preliminary figures]

|
Married couples i Single retired workers
Wid(i
: : owe
Husband, retired worker | moth
Ind?pendent money Wife | A éz,ed ers with
retirement income i i irod widows| en-
Total | Wie | Wife | gy |retiredy mora) | Aen ‘Women titled
en- |became not work- hil
titled | en- en- er ¢ 3 1
all | titled | 00, ren
year |in year
N0 7:) 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | #100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
Less than $600.._.___ 8.8 5.9 5.9 12.2 | *41.1 27.7 20.5 35.2 36.6 3.1
00-899___ ... 9.1 6.2 6.7 15.9 | *17.8 29.3 29.7 28.9 32.9 9.3
900-1,199_______.. 14.0 12.7 10.9 19.7 *0.6 15.8 17.8 13.7 10.5 12.0
1,200-1,499_ ... 14.2 14.2 14.7 16.1 *1.4 9.9 11.4 8.4 6.7 14.7
1,500-1,799_ ... - 14.5 16.6 14.3 10.4 *6.8 6.4 7.4 5.3 4.0 14.1
1,800-2,099_....-. 10.8 12.6 9.7 7.5 *g.2 3.3 4.0 2.7 2.2 12.5
2,100-2,399. . _.... 7.8 8.3 8.4 6.3 *6.8 2.9 4.4 1.4 1.7 8.5
2,400-2,699___._.. 5.2 5.8 8.8 2.0 *2.7 1.3 1.5 1.1 1.4 11.2
2,700-2,999_ ... 2.9 3.2 5.0 1.6 |oo.___ .6 .2 .9 1.1 3.7
3,000-3,999_ . _.. 7.0 7.8 8.8 4.3 *4,1 1.0 7 1.3 .8 6.7
4,000-4,999__. 2.3 2.6 3.4 1.6 ... .6 .8 3 .2 1.8
5,000-9,999__ _ 2.4 2.7 2.5 1.8 *1.4 1.1 1.2 .9 1.3 1.9
10,000 or more. - . 1.0 1.4 .8 T R, .1 2 .6 .2
Median___...ooo-- $1,580 | $1,697 | $1,747 | $1,240 | *$750 $828 $898 $753 $722 | $1,729

¥ * Percentage and median computed on small base
and therefore subject to large sampling variation.

1 Represents 12 months’ OASI benefits and money
income received during survey year from employer,
union, and veterans’ pension; rents, interest, divi-

dends, and annuities; and income from trust funds
and from other reasonably permanent independent
sources.

23 4 See footnotes 2, 3, and 4, table 1.
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Table 4.—Independent money retirement income other than OASI benefits:!
Percentage distribution of beneficiary groups,® by amount during 1957

survey year

[Preliminary figures]

Married couples Single retired workers
Wid-
Husband, retired worker &%Sﬁ
Independent money Aged |ers with
retirement income ! Wife, wi dgows en-
- - h
other than benefits Total Wife Wife Wife retired Total | Men |Women titled
en- |became [ o work- chil-
titled en- en- er4 dren
all titled titled
year |inyear
Total ___________ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | *100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No other income 5_..| 31.5 30.3 34.5 32.0 | *37.0 44.3 47.7 40.8 43.2 49.3
Other income._.__ 68.5 69.7 65.5 68.0 | *63.0 55.7 52.3 59.2 56.8 50.7
Less than $75. 13.5 ©  14.2 10.1 13.6 *15.1 15.9 12.5 19.5 17.5 13.6
5-149_____ 4.6 4.2 5.0 5.2 *4.1 5.6 4.0 7.4 5.6 3.1
150-299 6.9 7.4 5.9 6.3 *6.8 5.3 5.0 5.6 5.2 3.8
300-599 9.4 10.5 8.0 8.4 *q4.1 8.4 8.6 8.2 7.2 6.3
600-899 7.8 8.1 10.1 5.8 *6.8 6.6 5.8 8.0 8.4 7.0
900-1,199. 7.6 5.4 7.1 13.4 *5.5 6.3 8.5 4.1 4.5 3.3
1,200-1,499_ 4.8 . 5.5 4.6 3.9 *1.4 3.0 4.0 1.9 1.9 3.8
1,500-1,799_ 2.7 2.7 3.4 2.0 *5.5 1.2 1.2 1.3 1.6 2.2
1,800-2,099_ 2.8 2.8 2.5 2.3 *6.8 .5 W2 .8 .8 2.1
2,100~2,399_ 1.7 2.1 .8 1.4 *1.4 4 .4 .5 1.1 1.2
2,400~-2,699_ 1.6 1.5 1.7 1.8 *1.4 .2 .2 .3 .3 1.1
2,700-2,999_ .8 .6 1.3 .7 *2.7 4 4 I I [, -8
3,000-3,999._ 1.6 1.8 2.1 I I 4 .5 .3 .8 .9
4,000-4,999__ .8 .6 1.3 .9 *1.4 4 4 .5 .3 .4
5,000-9,999____ 1.2 1.4 1.3 [0 IR 7 .8 .5 1.0 -9
10,000 or more_____ .8 1.1 4 I 2 . .1 o2 | L PR,
Median, all groups...| $158 $176 $161 $139 *$66 $28 $15 $36 $30 $5
Median, groups with
retirement income
other than benefits 595 561 712 623 660 335 463 223 303 528

* Percentage and median computed onsmall base
and therefore subject to large sampling variation.

1 Represents money income received during sar-
vey year from employer, union, and veterans’ pen-
sions; rents, interest, dividends, and annuities; and
income from trust funds and from other reasonably
permanent sotrces.

benefits provided practically all the
independent retirement income for
more than half of the aged benefi-
ciaries.

Forty-four percent of the bene-
ficiary couples and 60 percent of the
single retired workers and aged
widows had no independent retire-
ment income in addition to their
old-age and survivors insurance bene-
fits or had less than $75 for the
entire year. The top fourth of the
couples had more than $900, and
the top fourth of the single retired
workers and aged widows more than
$440, in independent retirement in-
come besides their benefits.

Employer and Union Pensions

Twenty-three percent of the men
and 12 percent of the women retired
workers had employer or union
pensions.

One in 4 married men and practi-
cally 1 in 5 single men—23 percent
of all men retired workers—received
employer or union pensions. Fewer
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234 See footnotes 2, 8, and 4, table 1.

5 Sample includes 17 married couples, 10 single re-
tired workers, 3 aged widows, and 3 widowed moth-
ers with entitled children with negative or break-
gvenﬁindependent retirement income other than

enefits.

women retired workers—12 percent—
received pensions. Widows rarely
received survivors benefits from
pension plans; 2 percent of the aged
widows received employer or union
pensions, and the pensions received
by some of them were based on the
widow’s own employment.

The amounts received as employer
or union pensions ranged from a few
dollars to $10,000 or more. The
median pension amount received by
beneficiary couples during the survey
year was $800, and by single men
retired workers, $700.

Veterans’ Compensation
and Pensions

Relatively few beneficiaries re-
ceived veterans’ compensalion or
pensions.

Six percent of the men benefici-
aries received veterans’ compensation
or pensions. Four percent of the
women retired workers and 6 per-
cent of the aged widows received

veterans’ payments based on the
deceased husband’s record.

Veterans’ payments substantially
increased the permanent income of
beneficiaries receiving such payments.
Seventy percent of the men retired
workers with such payments re-
ceived between $900 and $1,200 from
this source during the survey year;
most of the women with payments
received between $600 and $900.

Money Income From Assets

Two-thirds of the beneficiary
groups had little or no money income
from assets (interest, dividends, and

rents).
Three-fifths of the beneficiary
couples, three-fourths of the single

retired workers, and two-thirds of
the aged widows had no money in-
come or less than $75 for the year
in the form of interest, dividends,
or net rental income.

Asset income amounted to $600 or
more during the survey year for 1
in every 6 couples, 1 in every 8
aged widows, and 1 in every 14
single retired workers.

The median amount of money in-
come from assets for those having
any asset income was $200 for the
couples, $100 for single retired
workers, and $150 for aged widows.

Earnings

Thirty-five percent of the retired
beneficiaries had earnings;, 12 per-
cent earned $1,200 or more during
the year.

Forty percent of the married men
workers had earnings, as against 29
percent of the single men. Fifteen
percent of the aged widows reported
earnings.

For beneficiary groups with income
from employment the median amount
of earnings was $1,030 for the bene-
ficiary couples, $590 for the single
men and $600 for the single women
retired workers, and $410 for the
aged widows.

Public Assistance

One in 10 aged beneficiary groups
received public assistance income
during the survey year.

Six percent of the couples, 14
percent of the single retired workers,
and 12 percent of the aged widows
reported that they had received
public assistance payments during
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Table 5.—Money income from employer and union_pensions:' Percentage
distribution of beneficiary groups,® by amount during 1957 survey vyear 3

[Preliminary figures]
Married couples Single retired workers
Wid-
Husband, retired worker &vggg_
Pension income ; Wite, A(i;ed ers with
X ; widows| en-
Total | Wie | Wie | vyife | TUred| motg) | Men |Women titled
en- |became not | Work- chil-
titled en- en. er4 dren
all | titled | (70s
year |in year
Total ... 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
No pension income..| 74.7 74.3 70.6 77.8 84.9 81.2 88.8
Pension income._ ... 25.3 25.7 29.4 1 22.2 15.1 18.8 11.2
Less than $75. .8 .8 .8 7 .4 3
.4 .5 .4 .5 .6 .6
3.3 3.8 3.4 2.5 .9 1.9
4.1 4.1 4.2 4.5 0 3.7
5.2 5.4 7.1 3.9 L7 2.8
2.4 2.5 2.5 2.3 .9 1.4
3.5 3.2 5.5 3.4 .5 b
1.3 .8 1.7 1.8 .5 .1
1.6 1.6 1.3 1.1 P P,
.8 .9 4 7 .1 .1
.3 N - 2 .1
W2 [ P, .1
.7 .7 - .1
.2 J: N PR 2 -
.4 .5 4 2 1
.1 {5 1 SORSRURRRRNY PAPUIUPRIPU FEVUVPUPEY PRI [N PRSI
Median for groups
with pension
income. ... $835 $803 | *$847 | *$829 |*$1,650 $657 $606 | *$500 | *$638 *$899

# Percentage and median computed on small base  railroad retirement benefits, and union pensions
and therefore subject to large sampling variation. financed entirely by members.

1Represents money income received as retirement 234 See footnotes 2, 3, and 4, table 1.
pay from public or private employee-benefit plans,

Table 6.—Money income from veterans’ compensation and pensions:' Per-
centage distribution of beneficiary groups,® by amount during 1957 survey
year 3

[Preliminary figures]

Married couples Single retired workers
Wid-
Husband, retired worker &vgteg_
Veterans’ compen- Wife Aged jers with
sation and pensions Wife Wife retired widows| en-
Total Wife Total | Men Women titled
en- |became not work- hil.
titled | en- ooy | ert S
all | titled | gy ren
year | in year
Totalucocaaaaa.. 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | *100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

No Veterans Ad-
ministration pay-
ments...._._.._... 94.0 96.3 95.8 86.8

Veterans Adminis-

tration payments
Less than $300_..__
300-599______
600-899__
900~1,199
1,200-1,499_
1,500-1,799_
1,800-2,099
2,100-2,39
2,400-2,69!
2,700 or mo:

94.4 92.7 96.2 94.1 84.9

—
L. BRI o
O TR O D S

Median for groups
with veterans’
compensation and i
pensions_..__.____. $1,074 1%$1,128 1%$1,114 |%$1,047 *$750 *$995 *$1,039 | *$825 | *$794 *$953

*Percentage and median computed on small base  of veterans as non-service-connected pensions or
and therefore subject to large sampling variation. service-connected compensation.

1 Represents money income received from the 23 4 See footnotes 2, 3, and 4, table 1.
Veterans Administration by veterans and survivors
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the survey year. They comprised 10
percent of all aged beneficiary groups.
In addition, some beneficiary groups
received no cash payments but had
medical bills paid directly by public
assistance.

For beneficiary groups with such
income, the median amount of public
assistance payments received during
the year was $730 for the beneficiary
couples, $490 for the single retired
workers, and $460 for the aged
widows.

Contributions by Relatives
Outside the Household

Less than 10 percent of the bene-
ficiaries were helped by cash contri-
butions from relatives outside the
household.

Five percent of the beneficiary
couples, 8 percent of the single retired
workers, and 11 percent of the aged
widows reported cash contributions
from relatives outside the household.
Additional beneficiaries had medical
bills paid by adult children outside
the household.

For the couples having such contri-
butions, the median amount of the
cash contributions received was about
$300; for single retired workers, it
was $210; and for aged widows, it
was $310.

Earlier studies have shown that
most of the support from adult chil-
dren or other relatives is provided
by relatives within the joint house-
holds. In the 1951 survey, 5 percent
of the aged beneficiary groups re-
ceived cash contributions of $100 or
more from relatives outside the house-
hold and 25 percent were partially
supported by relatives within the
household. The corresponding figures
for support by relatives within the
household in 1957 have not been
computed.

Widowed Mothers
With Entitled Children

Total Money Income

Half the mother-child groups had
money incomes of more than $2,830
from all sources during the wyear,
and half had less. These groups con-
sist of a widowed mother with minor
children—ranging in number from
one to half a dozen or more—entitled
to old-age and survivors insurance
benefits.

Social Security



One beneficiary group out of every
15 had less than $1,200 in total
annual income, 1 in 5 had less than
$1,800, and almost 2 in 5 had less
than $2,400. Abouf 1 group in 5 had
$4,000 or more in total income.

Old-age and survivors insurance
payments comprised virtually the
sole income of one-eighth of the
mother-child groups. One in 5 had
nothing or less than $25 a month
besides benefits. Almost 2 in 5 had
nothing or less than $75 a month,
and about half had nothing or less
than $100 a month in addition to
benefits.

Independent Permanent
Income

More than half the mother-child
groups had little if any independent
permanent income except old-age and
survivors insurance benefits—that
is, additional income expected to
continue until the youngest child
reached age 18. Three out of every
5 beneficiary groups had no such in-
come except old-age and survivors
insurance benefits or had less than
$75 during the year. About 1 in 4
had $50 or more a month, and 1 in 7
had $100 or more a month, in in-
dependent permanent income.

Including old-age and survivors
insurance benefits, independent per-
manent income was less than $2,400
a year for three-fourths of these
mother-child groups. Not quite half
of them had $1,800 or more in income
from all permanent sources combined.

Independent Sources of
Income Other Than
OASI Benefits

Other than old-age and survivors
insurance benefits, veterans’ survivor
compensalion or pensions were the
most important of the independent
sources of income for the mother-
child groups. Fifteen percent of these
groups reported some income from
this source; 6 percent had $1,200 or
more. The modal amount of
veterans’ compensation or pensions
was in the $600 to $900 a year
bracket, reported by 2 out of every
5 mother-child groups having such
income.

Assets were a relatively un-
important source of income in terms
of amount of income received. Almost

Bulletin, August 1958

Table 7.—Income from assets:! Percentage distribution of beneficiary groups,?
by amount during 1957 survey year *

[Preliminary figures}
Married couples Single retired workers
VVid(i
. owe
Husband, retired worker aod m Ot!:;:-h
Income from assets Wife aged ers wi
Wife | Wite retired widows| _en-
Total en- |became Wife work- Total | Men ;Women titled
" not chil-
titled en- en. ert dren
all | titled | (7, re
year |inyear
Total ___._...__ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | *100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
41.1] 37.6| 45.4 549 | 62.1| 47.3] 47.9] 620
58.9 62.4 54.6 45.1 37.9 52.7 52.1 38.0
21.0 21.8 16.8 19.9 17.2 22.7 20.3 17.4
6.9 6.7 6.7 7.4 5.9 8.9 5.7 5.6
8.0 8.4 8.4 5.1 4.5 5.8 5.7 5.1
9.1 9.9 8.0 6.0 4.9 7.1 8.1 4.6
600-899._ _ 4.3 4.7 5.5 2.9 1.6 4.3 3.7 1.8
900-1,199__ 2.6 2.7 2.5 1.1 1.1 1.1 2.2 .9
1,200-1,499_ 1.5 i 1.7 1.3 .6 .6 ] 1.1 .8
1,500-1,799. 1.1, 1.3 .8 .3 .1 .5 1.3 .3
1,800-2,099_ .5 | .6 .8 .2 .1 .4 1.1 .3
2,100-2,399_ 7l e 4 2 1 3 8 B
2,400-2,699_ .4 .6 .8 ] .4 .1 ‘ .2 .2
2,700~2,999. .3 .4 .4 .2 1 I 2 .1
+ 3,000-3,999_ .9 1.3 .4 .4 -5 4| .5 .3
4,000~4,999. ... B .8 1 .1 1 } .5 .1
; 5,000 or more______ 1.4 1.6 .8 .4 .6 31 1.0 .2
Median for groups '
with asset income._ $180 $199 $218 $132 | *§122 $102 $96 ’ $106 $149 $96
* Percentage and median computed on small base  com

and therefore subject to large sampling variation.
1Represents interest, dividends, and rental in-

e.
234 8ee foo otes 2, 3,"and 4, table’l.

Table¥ 8.—Earnings ! of retired-worker, aged-widow, and widowed-mother
beneficiaries: Percentage distribution, by amount during 1957 survey years

[Preliminary figures]

Married couples

‘ Single retired workers

Wwigd-
Husband, retired worker &vggg_
Earnings Wife, A(igEd ers with
i - g widows, en-
Total | Wile | Wife | wife |TUred| qotal | Men |Women | titled
en- ibecame| o7 | work- chil-
titled en- o er s dren
all | titled | (S,
year |in year
Total oo 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 { *100.0 ( 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
Not employed....__. 60.9 61.9 57.6 57.4 | *78.1 67.2 71.0 63.2 85.4 36.2
Employed._...._____. 39.1 38.1 42.4 42.6 *21.9 32.8 29.0 36.8 14.6 63.8
Loss or zero earn-
ings.._.___.._... .8 .8 1.3 Y ) P 1.2 1.9 .5 .3 7
- 2.8 2.7 3.4 2.9 *2.7 3.0 3.6 2.4 1.3 2.9
- 1.4 1.5 2.5 7 *1,4 1.7 1.9 1.5 2.2 2.9
- 2.6 2,6 2.5 2.9 *1.4 3.2 2.4 411 2.5 5.4
R 4.9 4.0 8.0 5.7 *5.5 7.3 4.7 10.0 2.7 4.7
600-899. - 5.3 5.2 5.0 5.7 *4.1 4.1 3.6 4.6 1.6 6.3
900-1,199._ . 5.9 5.3 7.1 6.6 *5.5 3.2 2.3 4.1 1.7 7.5
1,200-1,499 - 3.4 3.2 5.0 3.4 *1.4 3.3 1.7 4.9 .8 4.4
1,600-1,799 . 1.5 1.4 .8 2.5 Jaceaeaan 1.2 1.2 1.1 .2 2.8
1,800-2,099 . 1.0 1.2 1.3 [ 8 ISR .8 1.0 .6 .2 3.0
2,100-2,399. . 1.1 1.1 1.7 1S D .5 .5 I 3 PO 2.8
2,400-2,699 . 1.2 1.5 .8 b5 G PO .9 .6 1.3 .3 4.6
2,700-2,999_ . .9 1.0 .4 [ I P .2 4 1 .2 3.0
3,000-3,999 N 2.7 3.0 1.7 2.9 Jeaean 7 .8 .6 .3 8.5
4,000-4,999 . 1.5 1.4 4 2.5 [cccmaann s 1.1 .3 .2 2.9
5,000-9,999__ . 1.5 1.4 4 2.7 |emocaean .6 1.0 .1 .2 1.1
10,000 or more...... .5 1S RSN PSR RO .1 P 1 USRS PR PSR
Medianforemployed
beneficiaries......_ $989 | $1,082 $812 | $1,034 $599 $594 $588 $596 $406 | $1,296
* Percentage and median computed on small base  and income from boarders or lodgers.
and therefore subject to large sampling variation. 2 See footnote 3, table 1.
1 Represents wages and salaries of $1 or more, net 3 See footnote 4, table 1.
income from farm and nonfarm self-employment,
21



two-fifths of the mother-child groups Not more than 3 percent of the
had some income from real estate, mothers received survivor payments
interest, or dividends, but only one- from an employee benefit plan. Only
fifth had $75 or more during the 1 percent received as much as $1,200
survey year. Five percent had $600 from this source during the year.

or more, and 2 percent had $1,200 or Other independent and reasonably
more in income from assets. permanent sources of income re-

Table 9.—Money income from public assistance:! Percentage distribution of
beneficiary groups,? by amount during 1957 survey year 3

[Preliminary figures]

Married couples Single retired workers
VVidd-
; owe
Husband, retired worker moth-
Publji](; assistance Wife Adged ers with
come ; s g widows| en-
Total | Wi | Wife | wige | TUred | motg) | Men |Women titled
: not chil-
titled en- erd &
all | titled | ST, ren
year |in year ©
Total .o 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | *100.0 100.0 100.0
No public assistance_| 92.7 88.2 93.9
Public assistance..__ 7.3 11.8 6.1
Less than $75.. .2 .6 .1
5-149_______ .2 P 8 D
150~299__ .7 3.0 .4
300-599.__ 2.1 3.2 1.3
600-899 2.2 3.2 1.9
900-1,199_. 1.1 1.1 1.3
1,200-1,499. P R ¢ I S O . 2 (o WO S O A PRV nonvot I S .2
1,500-1,799. .1 .2 .1
1,800~2,099_ 1 JRE— .2
2,100~2,399___ 1 T R 2 RO RN PRIV FRUIURRpr) (RN RSO SRR P
2,400 or more_____|....___- .3
Median for groups
with publie assist-
F ance income....._. $670 | *$730 | *3483 | *$575 !*$1,050 $487 $427 $566 | *$465 *$776

* Percentage and median computed on small base ance, aid to the blind, aid to the permanently and
and therefore subject to large sampling variation. totally disabled, and general assistance.
1 Represents money income from old-age assist- 23 4 See footnotes 2, 3, and 4, table 1.

Table 10.—Contributions from persons outside household:' Percentage dis-
tribution of beneficiary groups,® by amount during 1957 survey year *

[Preliminary figures]
Married couples Single retired workers
‘Vidci
owe
Husband, retired worker moth-
Contributions ] Wife, Wli&(fgs‘rs erse;v_lth
Total | Wie | Wife | gy Totired | moie) | Men |Women titled
en- |became not work- il
titled | en- pody er+ Sren
all | titled | (/5920 @
year |inyear
Total....________ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | *100.0 100.0 ‘ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No contributions___. 95.2 94.7 95.4 95.9 | *98.6 91.7 95.4 87.8 88.6 92.6
Contributions. .. 4.8 5.8 . 8.3 4.6 12.2 11.4 4
Less than $75__ 1.2 1.7 2.3 1.9 2.7 1.7 1.3
75-149_______ 7 7 L1 .6 1.5 1.7 1.3
150-299_ 4 .2 1.9 1.1 2.8 2.1 1.8
300-599__ 1.0 1.0 1.7 .5 3.0 3.3 1.6
600-899 7 8 .7 .5 1.0 1.1 .4
900-1,199 2 .2 IS O P, .3 .8 .6
1,200-1,499_ 2 .3 P I, .4 .2 .3
1,500-1,799___ 2 .2 IS R P .1 2 e
1,800 or more. ----- 1 .2 [ PR .4 I 20 PR,
Median for groups
with contributions_| *$200 | *$200 | *$375 | *$209 | *$149 $213 | *$120 | *$252 | *$314 ‘ *$234
1

# Percentage and median computed on small base known, the value of bills (except medical bills) paid
and therefore subject to large sampling variation. by persons outside the household.

1 Represents cash contributions by persons out- 23 4 See footnotes 2, 3, and 4, table 1.
side the household and, where the amount was
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garded as permanent income (but not
as income from assets) are annuities
from both private insurance and
United States Government Life In-
surance and long-term payments
from workmen’s compensation re-
ceived by a few widowed mothers.

Temporary and Supplementary
Income Sources

Earnings were the most important
single source of income other than
old-age and survivors insurance bene-
fits for the -mother-child groups.
Sixty-four percent of the mothers
had some employment during the
survey year. One-third of all the
mothers earned $1,200 or more, and
a fifth earned $2,400 or more. The
median earnings for the employed
mothers was $1,300. Half of all the
mothers either had no earnings or
earned less than $420 during the
survey year.

Others sources of temporary in-
come (not evaluated separately in
the tables) were limited payment
annuities from private or govern-
ment insurance, workmen’s com-
pensation payments, unemployment
insurance payments, and children’s
earnings.

Six percent of the mother-child
groups received public assistance
payments. For those having such
assistance, the median amount re-
ceived during the year was approxi-
mately $780.

About 7 percent received money
contributions from relatives outside
the household, 3 percent in amounts
of $300 or more during the year.
The median amount received by those
reporting such contributions was
$230.

Scope and Method
of the Survey

The 1857 survey of the resources
of Dbeneficiaries was the second
national survey of its kind made by
the Bureau of Old-Age and Survivors
Insurance. The previous hational
survey made in 1951 had been
preceded by eight spot surveys in
20 large and medium-sized cities
between 1941 and 1949.

The 1957 survey covered a Cross-
section sample of the major types
of Dbeneficiaries on the rolls in
December 1956: nonmarried re-
tired-worker beneficiaries (men and

Social Security



women); married couples with the
husband the retired-worker benefici-
ary and with the wife either a bene-
ficiary or a nonbeneficiary; married
couples with the wife the retired-
worker beneficiary and the husband
a nonbeneficiary; aged-widow bene-
ficiaries; and widowed mothers with
entitled minor children. Because they
were relatively few in number and
would have created difficulties in
statistical analysis if combined with
the types selected for the study, the
following beneficiary types were ex-
cluded from the survey sample: re-
tired-worker and aged-widow bene-
ficiaries with entitled children;
women retired-workers with husband

receiving benefits based on his wife’s
earnings record; parents; widowers
receiving benefits based on the de-
ceased wife’s earnings record; and
children not living with their moth-
ers. The aged beneficiaries in the
types included in the sample com-
prised 98 percent of all aged bene-
ficiaries with benefits in current-pay-
ment status in December 1956.

The sample was drawn from 70
sampling areas, which were selected
in such a way as to produce a
national probability sample when
combined. It is a cross section of
beneficiaries who became entitled to
benefits from 1940 through Septem-
ber 1956 and represents different

races, cultures, and types of com-
munities in the United States.

The data were obtained in per-
sonal interviews in the homes of the
beneficiaries by district office staff of
the Bureau of Old-Age and Survivors
Insurance. In addition to the source
and amount of beneficiary group in-
come, information was obtained on
the amount and type of assets,
liabilities and life insurance, health
status of the beneficiaries at the
time of the interview, health in-
surance coverage, medical care costs
during the survey year and means of
meeting these costs, longest and last
regular occupation, and employment
during the survey year.

Notes and Brief Reports

Money Income Sources
for Young Survivors,
December 1957*

The old-age, survivors, and dis-
ability insurance program continued
to grow in importance in 1957 as a
source of support for orphaned chil-
dren. At the end of that year, there
were 1,230,000 children under age 18
in the continental United States
drawing survivor benefits based on
the employment record of a deceased
father and 55,000 with benefits based
on the mothers’ work record. About
320,000 widowed mothers were re-
ceiving payments, and more than 70,-
000 others would have been receiving
benefits if their earnings were
reduced below the work-test limit.

Orphaned children.—The 1,230,000
paternal orphans receiving old-age
and survivors insurance benefits in
December 1957 made up 63 percent
of the estimated 1,940,000 children
with father dead (table 1). Although
the total number of paternal orphans
is estimated to have increased only
fractionally during 1957, the number
receiving insurance benefits under
the social security program rose 8
percent. Veterans Administration
payments went to some 250,000
surviving children of veterans, or 13
percent of all paternal orphans.

* Prepared by Lenore A. Epstein,

Division of Program Research, Office of
the Commissioner,
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Both number and proportion were
slightly less than in 1956; there
were few additions to the rolls and
a considerable number of children of
World War I and World War II
veterans attained age 18. About 5
percent of all paternal orphans re-
ceived benefits as survivors of rail-
road or government employees. Be-
cause many survivors of veterans
were also entitled to social insurance
benefits, the unduplicated number of
paternal orphans receiving benefits
under one or more of these four pro-
grams was barely 70 percent.

Another 10 percent—more than
200,000—were receiving payments
under the program of aid to de-
pendent children, if it is correct to
assume that in the continental
United States the proportion of
children on the rolls whose father
was dead was about the same (12
percent) in December 1857 as in
early 1956, when the status of fathers
in families receiving aid to dependent
children was last studied. The num-
ber of paternal orphans receiving
assistance to supplement old-age and
survivors insurance benefits increased
about one-sixth during 1957 to more
than 80,000, at least in part because
of the recession.

In all, about one-fourth of the
paternal orphans had no income
from a public income-maintenance
program. Of these half million chil-
dren, some had been adopted and

some had acquired a stepfather when
their mother remarried.! Many were
supported by the earnings of a wid-
owed mother or other relative, and
a relatively small number from asset
income. A few of the older children
were doubtless self-supporting. Some
were in foster-family homes with
board paid by the welfare agencies,
and some were in public institutions.
Widows wunder age 65.—Employ-
ment and social insurance and re-
lated programs vied as the most
frequent source of income for wid-
ows with children; slightly more than
half the widows had income of each
type. Widowed mothers were some-
what less likely than paternal or-
phans to receive benefits under the
old-age, survivors, and disability in-
surance and the veterans’ programs,
primarily because of their employ-
ment. Moreover, some widowed
mothers with three or more children
had not claimed old-age and survivors
insurance benefits for themselves
because of the legal maximum on
the monthly payment to a family
(80 percent of the deceased worker’s
average monthly earnings or $200).
Payments under aid to dependent
children went to fewer than 1 in
10 of the widowed mothers, and
about one-third of this group were
receiving insurance benefits.
‘Women responsible for the support
of their children are likely to feel

1See the Bulletin, August 1957, page
15, Many who acguired a new parent,
by adoption or by the remarriage of the
mother, were receiving benefits.
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