CHILDREN IN URBAN AND RURAL FAMILIES

BARgEV S. SaAnDERS AND Doris CARLTON *

DEeraiLep information on the familial relationships
of children under 16 years of age has not been avail-
able in the United States. Census data on families
are not restricted to families in the bio-legal ! sense
but refer to all the members of a unit living to-
gether who are related to one another. The study
of family composition in the United States has
made available for the first time information on
children in hio-legal families for a relatively large
sample.

This information is significant both sociologi-
celly and administratively in considering means of
providing more adequate security for the child
population of the country. The data are also
timely in that they indicate the size of the child
population potentially eligible for assistance under
the existing social security legislation and the
group which will be affected by the recently en-
acted amendments to the Social Security Act.

Children as a group constitute the most needy
segment of the population. In en earlier article
in this series? it was indicated that the economic
status of families with children is distinctly less
favorable than that of families without children.
These reports showed that 71 percent of the urban
child population lived in families reporting either
relief or incomes of less than $1,500 per year and
thus had incomes which, by well-accepted Ameri-
can budgetary standards, were either inadequate
or barely adequate to supply the minimum necessi-
ties for growing children.

Of the 931,269 ® urban families included in the

*Burcau of Research and Statistics, Division of Health Studies. This
article, the fourth in s serles, is based on findings from the study of family
composition in the United States, which ntilizes data from schedules of the
Natfonal Health Survey and g conducted as Work Frojects Administration
Profact Noa, 305-31-3-5, T05-31-3-3, and 65-2-31-44 under the suporvision of
the Bureau of Research and Statisties. Data from the study are preliminary
and subject to reviglon. For earlier articles, see the Bulletin for April, May,
and September 1939,

L A “bio-legal” family consists of: (a) ono or both spouses and their un-
married children, if any, including adoepled or foster children, Yving togethar
83 a fam!ly unit; or (b} unmarried sisters snd/or brothers, including adopted
or foster brothers and sisters, living together as a {amily unit; or (c) persons
Uving in oxtra-famtllal groups or by themselves, who are consldered as sep-
arate ome-person famllies. Except when otherwlse specified, “family” is
used subsequently [n this article within the meaning of this definition, and
*“*child" 13 used to refer to a child under the age of 16.

? Falk, 1. 8., and Sanders, Barkev 8., “The Economic Status of Urban
Farmilles and Children,” Socfa! Security Bulletin, Vol. 2, No. 6 {May 1839),
pPp- 26-34,

? Excludes 110 families with an unknown number of children,
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family composition study, 336,646 reported one
or more children under 16 years of age. In these
families there were 647,420 children under 16.
On this basis, families with children had an average
of less than two children in each family, and for all
families there was an average of about two chil-
dren for every three families. Children consti-
tuted 26 percent of all individuals in the urban
sample.

Chart I.—Percentage distribution of children under 16
years of age in urban and rural families, by type of
family

PERCENT
[} 40 80 80 00

URBAN |

AURAL

HFSBAND AND WIFE
R HUSBAND DR WIFE,HUSBAND (5] MosowmRE NT | MALE
HUSBAND OR WIFE WiFE HONPARENT , FEMALE

Of the 47,174 rural families sampled, 20,608
had children, and there were 46,335 children. On
the average, there were more than two children in
each family with children, and for all rural fam-
ilies there was approximately one child per femily.
Children constituted 33 percent of all individuals
in the rural snmple.

Comparison with 1930 census data indicates
that, broadly speaking, the urban date from the
family composition study are sufficiently typical
to warrant the extension of the findings to the
entire urban population of the country. The
rural semple is less representative; nevertheless,
the findings described here are at least suggestive
of the distribution of children in rural families.*

The present analysis shows the proportionate
magnitude of the child population in urban and
rural femilies and their distribution in bio-legal
femily units. It shows the percentages of chil-
dren living in families in which both parents are
present and those living in fomilies from which
one or both parents are missing. It shows the

! Bpo Banders, Barkev 8., *Family Composition in the United Btates,”
Social Security Bulletin, Vo, 2, No. 4 (Aprll 1039, pp. 0-13.
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presence and number of children in families of
different types, classified according to the age of
the head of the family.

Children in Different Types of Families

The large majority of urban and rural children—
87 percent—are found in husband-and-wife fam-
ilies® (echart T and table 6). The family type
whieh reports tbe second largest proportion of
children is one-spouse families with the wife only.
. Families of this type include 9 percent of the
urban and 7 percent of the rural children reported
in the sample. About 4 pereent of the urban and
6 percent of the rural children are in motherless
families or in families where neither parent is
present.

The predominance of children in husband-and-
wife families is to be attributed not only to the
fact that a higher proportion of these families have
children but also that there are more multi-child

§ The [amilies stadled are classified by & major types, as follows, according
to the relationship of the members to the head: (1) Husgband-aad-wife familfes,
Famllies with both spouses, with or without unmarrled children; (2) Husband-
or-wife famiiies, husband, Familles with only the male spouse, with or
without unmarrded children; (3) Husbend-or-totfe families, wife. Families
with only the female spouse, with or without unmarried children; (4) Non-
parestt farailiea, male. Familles without either spouss, with an unmarrted
malo as the head, with or without unmarried slsters and/or brothers; (5)
Noaparead families, female.  Familles withont elther spouse, with an nnmear-
ried female as tho head, with or without unmareled sisters snd/or brotbers,

Chart II.—Percentage distribution of urban and rural
Jamilies with and without children under 16 years of
age, by type of family

TYPE OF FAMILY

ALL TYPES

PERCENT
20 40 60 80 $Q0

URBAN
RURAL

Gl A7 A AT Ao A A, |
. —

B (A A A A A A S A 55

HUSBAND AND WIFE
URBAN
RURAL

HUSBAND OR WIFE, HUSBAND
URBAN [
RURAL [T~

A S TS,

AT

HUSBAND OR WIFE, WIFE
URBAN B
RURAL |ie: oo

NONPARENT, MALE

URBAL [% 7 7, 7
RURAL [T roos

NONPARENT, FEMALE
URBAN [T
RURAL [T et e Y
]
[ WITH CHILDREN 22 WiTHOUT CHILDREN

families in this type of family. Chart IT shows
that while for all families, irrespective of type, 36
percent of the urban and 44 percent of the rural
families reported children the corresponding per-
centages for husband-and-wife families are 51 and

Table 1.—Number of urban femilies of specified type with and without children under 16 years of nge, and per-
centage distribution by age of head of family
[Preliminary deta subject to revision)

Age group of head of family (years)
Number of
Type of family! 0 urli:lnan . Al 65 nnd
nrailles BO;
ages Undor 18| 16~-24 2544 4559 6064 over

AN DO, o irerarmaatamr s aaeananan 920, 085 7.9 d4.1 a7 8.3 12.8
Huoshand and wife i eiieeemee- 563, 850 4.2 82.6 80.3 5.4 7.5
Hushand or wife, husband. 63, 463 2.4 26.8 20.4 0.3 20.6
Husband or wife, wife.___. 176, 286 1,1 220 285 10.2 283
Nonpareat, mala. _._.__. . . - 82, §él 25,4 40.8 18,7 3.5 6.4
MNonparent, (oM. o .. v. e ceme e oo e e o oot e e 73, 225 .0 32.0 13,0 4,1 7.4

Families with chlldren, total. .. ... 338, 454 4.6 66.6 .6 L2 N
Hushand and wife 282, G4 3.8 619 24,4 13 .6
Hushand or wite, husban 8, 360 LT &l.0 40,1 4.1 2.6
Huaband or wife, wife_.. 34,017 10.8 66.0 22,2 .6 3
Nonparent, male. . ... 5, 660 1.5 1,4 .1 (';
Nonparent, female 6, 884 7.0 1.0 21 ¢

Famllies without childron, total_ _______ ... ___...._ Lmeeem 562, 631 9.7 313 30.0 8.3 19.7
Husbandandwile ... .. _____. PR 270,918 4,6 4.7 30,3 9,8 14.6
Husband or wife, hasband_ - 87, 24 20.9 28.2 'ay az. 6
Husband ot wife, wife.___. . 141, 369 25 8.7 20.1 12.6 a6, 2
Nonparent, male_ ... . 56, 911 2T.1 44.7 18.4 3.0 5.8
Nonparent, female_ ... .. e e eeaee———— 66, 341 368 36.2 15. 4 4,6 8.1

t For definitions of “family"” and family types, sce footnotes 1 and &5 [n text.

¥ 1033 than 0.05 percent.
3 Excludes 2,264 families with ubknown nge of head and/or number of ¢hildren,
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Chart III,.—Percentage distribution of urban and rural
Jamilies with and without children under 16 years of
age for specified types of families, by age of family
head !
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! The horlzontal scale is not unlform. The purpose of the chart is to in-
dleate differcaces in patterns for families with and without children, and also
for varlous lamlly types.

as

55, respectively.® In contrast to these relatively
high proportions, 10 percent or less of each of the
three urban types—one-spouse families with a
male head and nonparent families, male and
female—reported children. The proportions for
rurgl families of these three types are higher.
They are, nevertheless, smaller than the proportion
of hushand-and-wife families with children. In
families with the wife only, which account for 9
percent of the urban and 8 percent of the rural

. children, 20 percent of the urben and 23 percent

of the rural families reported children,

In all family types the proportion of families
with young children is greater in the rural sample,
as is to be expected in view of the higher birth
rate in rural areps. The excess is particularly
gtriking in nonparent familics, especially those
heeded hy a woman, in which 33 percent of rural
families have ehildren as compared with 9 pereent
of the urban families. The corresponding per-
centages for nonparent-male families are 25 and 9.
This excess cannot be attributed entirely to the
differential birth rate but must be accounted for
in terms of other demographic phenomena which
differentiate rural areas from urban.

Comparison of the percentages of families of
specified types in the urban and rural samples
indicates that a larger relative proportion of rural
families are husband-and-wife families, while
there are relatively fewer families with the wife
only and nonparent families headed by a woman.’
The smaller proportion of rural farmilies with the
wife only indicates in all probability the lesser
frequency of divorce and separation among rural
families. The smaller proportion of rural non-
parent-female families sugpgests (1) early mar-
riages; * (2) the tendency for young unmarried
rural women who leave the parental home to move
mng familles in these groups are not necessarily childless; they
merely represent families in which no child was living at the time of the
canvass. A considerable fraction of familles without children are families
of aged persons, whose children have reached or passed age 16, and another
fraction conslsta of recontly estahlished families which mey subsequently

have children.

T 'The distribution of families by type is as follows:
Urban  Rural

All types. .o 100.0 1000
Husbaod and wife..__._.__. -..- B0.B 858
Hushand or wife, bushand. . ..- B.8 7.6
Hushand or wife, wife.__._. .- 10 151
Nenparent, male. .. __._ ane 0.7 6.8
Nonparent, female. e 7.9 4.9

8 The 1930 census indlestes thaet in the urban population BB pereent of
females [0 ages 15-19 are single, 81 parcent ia ages 20-24, and 25 percent 1o
ages 25-20. The corresponding percentages for the rural population ars
B4, 59, and 18.

Social Securisy



to urban centers;® and (3) a somewhat greater
cohesiveness of rural families, in that adult
children, especially females, less often leave
parental homes prior to marriage. These three
factors comhined would probably aceount for the
excessive proportion of nonparent-female families
reporting children, and to a certain extent non-
parent-male families, since in the rural areas
these families are predominantly made up of
orphans. On the other hand, o larger proportion
of nonparent families in urban centers is com-
posed of adult individuals who have left parental
homes before marriage.

Proportion of Families With Children, by
Family Type and Age of Family Head

The distribution of urban familics with and
without children, by family type and age of family
head, is given in table 1,°® The distribution by
age of the head of the family for the various types
of families, regardless of the presence or absence
of children, indicates, as would be expected, that

¢ The 1930 census shows that, on the average, there are more than 98 males
to every 100 females in the urban population; bowever, the ratio is 81.8 in
ages 15-19, 89.4 in agos 20-24, and 94.5 in ages 25-20, indicating a definite oxcesy
of females in these age categories 1u cities, This excesy would bo oven more
marked in the large metropolitan centers.

1 The head of the family was determined as follows: In hugband-and-wife
families, the bushand was always designated as the head; in one-spouse fam-
ilies, the spouse; and fo nonperent families, the oldest persom. In ome-
person lamilies, of course, the person was counted aa the head of the family.

the family heads in nonparent families are, in
general, in the younger age groups; the family
heads in the families with either the husband or
wife are in the older age groups; and the heads of
husband-and-wife families are in the intermediate
age groups.

In the group with the head of the family aged
25—44 the proportion of families with children is
twice as large as in the group without children.
This situation is reversed in families headed by
persons aged 60-64, where the proportion of fam-
ilies without children is about & times as large as
that of families with children. The comparison
of families headed by persons aged 65 and over is
even more striking; the percentage of families
without children is 33 times as large as that of
families with children.

Comparison of the percentage distributions of
families with and without children, teking into
consideration both family type and the age of
family head, shows that in husband-and-wife fam-
ilies with children the concentration is predomi-
nantly in ages 2544, while for nonchild families
there is a reasonably even distribution in ages
25-59. In motherless families with children the
concentration is in ages 25-59, while in those
without children the most marked concentration
is in the ages 65 and over. In fatherless families
with children the most marked concentration oc-

Table 2.—Number of rural femilies of specified type with and without children under 16 years of age, and percentage
distribution by age of head of family

[Preliminoary data subject to revision]

Age group of head of faxully (years)
Number of
Type of tamlly rural fam-
MesT ) Alloges [Under16| 16-24 | 2644 | 400 | eo-s | 55804

Al types s f‘f-..f.. 47,007 0,3 35,5 26,6 &0 18.5
Husgband and wife ... ... uc.ouieevomincaemeccmceacccmam e 30,818 6.8 44,2 28. 4 7.8 12.8
Husband or wife, hushand_____.___________ - 3, 550 2.0 17.2 26,7 10,9 42,3
Husband or wils, wife 7,101 59 21.3 23.5 10.2 38.0
Nonparent, mals___ 3,213 30.4 19.0 4.1 4.8 8.7
Nonparent, temals. . 2,318 33.1 14.3 9.5 4.0 8.4

Fam[lles with chlldren, total. ..o oo rieemamnramamaran 20, 651 4.9 50,4 25,2 2.8 Lé
Husband and wifa. ... s et crmram e cm—ee——ma——an 17,000 8.4 619 28.8 a1 1.8
Husband or wife, husband. .. —- 441 2.0 30.5 47.8 5.7 5.0
Husband or wifa, wite, ... - 1,047 4.8 b6.5 268.3 11 N
Nonparen$, male. ______ - 80 8.0 [ (RO, (R P,
Nonparent, femalg —— 782 8.0 i P I I

Famllles witbout cbildren, total. ... _______. R 28, 356 11.1 1.1 26.0 12.1 a7
Hushand snd wife. .o —_— 13, 810 7.3 22,3 a0.4 13.7 20.3
Hushand or wife, hagband ... ... - 3,118 3.1 4.1 2.6 1.6 47.6
Husband or wife, Wile . ieamccmerimrecaam————an. —— 5. 451 4.2 10.6 2.7 13.0 50.&
Nonparent, MBI, . oot oo oo e e mmm e e e 2,412 38 4 25.1 18.8 4.1 11,6
Nonparent, female. .o oo oo cc e eeac e mcmmmcmm e 1,556 46.4 21.0 14.2 6.9 12.6

1 Excludes 172 famllies with unknown age of bead and/or number of children.
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Table 3.—Number of urban families with specified age of head of family, percent with children, and percentage
distribution by number of children under 16 vears of age

|Preliminary daia subject to revision]

Percentage distribution of families with children
Number of | Percent by npumber of children per lamily
Age group of bead of family (years) urban with -
families! | children 5
Total 1 2 3 1 | o more
Al BB e 920,085 30,2 100.0 48.8 28.8 12.86 5.6 4.7
10, 010 100. 0 100.0 8.5 10.8 21 .5 1
18, 557 16 & 100.0 83.9 12,1 29 .8 .5
55, 766 24,9 100.0 75.1 19.7 4,3 .7 .2
92, 005 45.0 100.0 58. 4 28.3 9.2 a0 11
98, 608 a7.8 100, 0 44,8 32.5 13.5 5.6 3.7
110, 883 59.8 100. 0 371 32.6 16.2 7.8 9.5
108, 038 56,0 100.0 301 30.3 15,6 .8 7.3
100, 679 42.8 100. 0 48.4 26. 4 13.7 6.8 4.4
88, 500 28.5 100.0 55,2 .2 11,3 5.1 4.2
47,837 18.3 100.0 62.1 221 8.1 3.4 3.1
59, 117 a.0 100.0 60,8 20.0 7.4 3.4 2.8
118, 707 L& 100.0 68.4 18.3 80 2.9 2.4

1 Exctudes 2,294 famllles with unknown age of head andfor number of children.

curs in ages 25-44, while in those without children
the concentration occurs in ages 45 and over, and
more especially in ages 60 and over. In non-
parent families with children the vast majority
are found in families where the head is under 16,"
while the bulk of nonparent families without
children have family heads in ages 16—44.

Table 2 shows the distribution of rural families
with and without children, by family type and
age of the family head. A comparison of the age
distribution of rural families with the figures
given in table 1 indicates that the rural sample has
2 larger proportion of families headed by younger
persons and also & higher proportion of families
headed by aged persons.

Rural families with and without children, in
terms of age of head and family type, show a
marked similarity to the corresponding distribu-
tion of urban families. For each type, families
with children show a concentration in the same
age groups as in urban families. The proportion
of rural families with heads in the older sge groups
is somewbat higher than that in the urban sample
for families with children and is much higher for
nonchild femilies. = Husband-and-wife families
without children constitute a smaller percentage
in the rural age group 25-44 and a particularly
high proportion in ages 60 and over. The per-
centage distribution of urban and rural families
with and without children is shown graphically in
chart IIT.

1l Nonparent familtes with hesds ander the age of 16 consist, almost exclo
sively, of children who are living in the homes of relatives.

10

Proportion of Families With Specified Number
of Children by Age of Family Head

Economically and socially it is important to
determine the number of children in the family,
a8 well as the presence or absence of children, in
relation to age of family head. Table 3 presents
the percentage distribution of urban families
classified according to the age of the head of the
family and the number of children. Of all families
reporting children, almost 50 percent had only
one child, somewhat less than 30 percent had
two children, and more than 20 percent had three
or more.

When the age of the head of the family is taken
into consideration, the proportion of one-child
families decreases progressively through the group
headed by persons aged 35-39. In this group
more than one-third reported one child, nearly one-
third reported two children, and slightly less than
one-third reported three or more. Beginning with
families headed by persons aged 4044, the pro-
portion of families with children who have only
one child increases progressively. 1t is apparent,
howover, that & larger relative proportion of
families headed by persons aged 40-54 reported
three or more children.

The distribution of rural families headed by
persons of epecified age, according to number of
children in the family, is given in table 4. More
than 40 percent of the families with children have
one child, 25 percent have two children, and some-
what less than 35 percent have three or more., It

Social Security



is evident that a relatively higher proportion of
rural than of urban families has more than one
child per family.

For each specific age group the proportion of all
rural families with children is larger than that of
urban families, although the proportion of rural
families with only one child is smaller, as is the
proportion of two-child families headed by persons
aged 30-54. However, for all other multi-child
families the percentages in the rural sample are
higher, and the excess is particularly marked in
families with four or more children.

The proportion of families with one child de-
creases progressively as the age of the head of the
family increases through sges 35-39. In this
group only about 25 percent of the families with
children have only one child, about 25 percent
have 2 children, and almost 50 percent have
three or more. TFrom age 40 on, the percentage
with only one child inercases steadily.

A comparison of the preportions of urban and
rural families with specified number of children is
given in chart IV.

Proportion of Children by Family Type and
Number of Children in Family

The analyses thus far have deelt primarily with
families rather than children. Table 5 gives the
distribution of children in urban and rural families,
according to number of children per family.
About 25 percent of all urban children are in
farnilies with one child, sore 30 percent in two-
child families, about 20 percent in three-child
families, less than 12 percent in four-child families,
and less than 14 percent in families with five or
more childcen. In rural families less than 19
percent of the children are in families with one
child, 22 percent in families with two children,
nearly 20 percent In families with three children,
and 15 percent in families with four children.
Nearly 25 percent are in families of five or more
children, indicating once again the higher propor-
tion of multi-child families among the rural than
among the urban groups.

Since the majority of both urban and rural
children are in husband-snd-wife families, the
distribution for these families is approximately

Chart IY.—Percentage distribution of urban and rural families with one or more children under 16 years of age,
by number of children, for each type of family
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Table 4.~Number of rural families with specified age of head of family, percent with childrer, and percentage
distribution by number of children under 16 years of age

[Prelimlnary dats subject to revigien]

Peorcantage dirtribution of familles with ehildren
Number of Percent by number of children per family
Age group of head of family (years) rural with
famnilies ! children

Total 1 2 3 L] § or more
47,007 43.¢ 100.0 42.3 25,0 14.8 8.8 9.3
1, 200 100.0 100.0 80.0 14,8 3.6 Lo .
1,205 20.8 100.0 80.7 12.2 3.9 2.4 .B
3,241 3.7 100.0 87.7 241 4.1 1.3 .8
4,993 8L.0 100.0 46.2 20,9 16,0 5.3 2.8
3. 007 T 100.0 32.0 7.8 16.0 1.0 10.4
4,214 4.2 100.0 26,2 20.8 18,2 13.3 15.5
4,177 86.8 100.0 29.1 28.4 17.3 1.3 15.9
4,127 67.2 100.0 36,4 24.3 16.4 10,3 12.8
4,150 43.2 100.0 45. 4 22. 4 13.0 3.8 9.7
2,74 7.8 100.0 52.9 .o 111 4.5 8.5
3,781 161 100.0 55.0 218 11.3 5.3 8.8

8, 682 3.8 100.0 55.3 n.7 10. 5 7.9 2

1 Excludes 172 families with unknown age of hend and/or number of ¢hildren,

the same as for all family types; the proportions
are somewhat smaller in families with few children
and slightly higher in larger families. For the
other family types, the reverse is true.

In urban families with the husband only, nearly
one-third of the children are in families with one
child, 30 percent with two children, 18 percent
with three, 10 percent with four, and less than 10
percent in families with five or more children.
The proportionate distribution of urban children
in families with the wife only is essentially the
same, with a slightly higher proportion of children
in families with one child. The corresponding
rural femilies show a relatively lower proportion
of children in families of one or two children and,
in general, a higher proportion in larger families.

In nonparent urban families, more than 70 percen
of the children are in families with one child only>
nearly 20 percent with two children, 6 percent
with three, and 3 percent are in families with four
or more. Nonparenf rural families show a rela-
tively lower percentage in families of one child
and a higher proportion in families of two or more
children.

Table 5 indicates that a higher proportion of
children in families of five or more children are
found in husband-and-wife families than in other
types. This differentiation is made clearer in
table 6, which shows the percentage distribution
of ehildren in urben and rural families with
specified number of children, according to type.of
family. Thus, while neerly 87 percent of all

Table 5.~Number of children under 16 years of age in urban and rural families of specified type, and percentage
distribution by number of children per family ‘

[Preliminary data subject to revision]

Type of family
Number r:i];:illl;!d.ren per All types Husbend and wite Husgzggn%rdwlre. Husband or wife, | nonparent, mele | Nonparent, female
Urban Rural Urben Rural Urban Ruzal Urban Rural Urban Rural | Urban | Rural

Namber. ... e 647, 420 46,335 | 562,275 40, 161 11,651 844 68, 171 3,38 4,748 1,026 8,175 981

Peroent ... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
1ehlld 25.3 18.9 23.0 18.1 32,8 m1 34.5
0.5 22.2 0.8 L8 20.9 4.2 %3
16.7 18.7 2.3 20. 4 17.6 21.3 17.8
1.7 15,2 12.2 16.9 10.3 14.7 9.4
6.8 10.3 7.2 1.0 & B 59 5.1
8 children_ 3.9 7.3 4.1 7.8 1 &0 2.4
7 children, 1.9 4.0 2.0 4.3 L0 .B 1.1
8 children. .8 1.7 .9 19 .5 1.0 .3
9 ohildren________ . ... ... .4 T b 7 I 7] P .1

42

Social Security



urban children are in husband-and-wife families,
less than 79 percent of those in one-child families
are in husband-and-wife families, and the pro-
portion increases with Iincreasing nvmber of
children per family. In families with five chil-
dren, over 91 percent are in husband-and-wife
families, and in those with mnine children, 97
percent. The relative contribution of the other
family types is highest in families of one child
and decreases with increasing number of children
per family. The decrease is particularly sharp
in nonparent families.

While 87 percent of all rural children are in
husband-and-wife families, the proportion of chil-
dren from this family type in one-child families
is only 74 percent. This percentage rises with
increasing family size; 92 percent of those in
families of five children are in husband-and-wife
families, and the proportion reaches 97 percent
in families with eight or nine children. The rela-
tive proportion of children in rural fatherless
fomilies is less than in the urban sample, while
the proportion of children in nonparent families
is greater, as indicated earlier.

Proportion of Children by Family Type and
Age of Family Head

Table 7 shows the percentage of children in
families according to age of the head of the family,
For all family types, less then 2 percent of urban
children are in families headed by persons under
15 years of age. The highest proportion of chil-
dren i8 found in families in which the head is
aged 35-39; second in rank are families in which

the head is aged 40—44. The next largest pro-
portion is found in families headed by persons
aged 30-34. This relative ranking is the same
for rural families, except that the percentages are
smaller. In rural families, both the younger and
older families contribute a higher proportion of
the children than in urban families.

Among children in urban husband-and-wife
families, 23 percent are in families in which the
head is 35-39, 21 percent in families in which the
head is 4044, and 17 percent in families in which
the head is 30-34. In rural husband-and-wife
families these three groups rank in the same
order; their percentage contributions, however,
are consistently lower.

In urban families with the husband only, the
highest percentage of children is in families in
which the head is aged 4044, followed by the
age groups 4549 and 35-39. The relative pro-
portion of families headed by older persons is
considerably higher in this family type than in
husband-and-wife families. This disparity is even
more marked in rural families with husband only,
in which nearly 56 percent of the children are in
families with heads aged 40-54.

In urban families with the wife only, the highest
proportion of children is in families in which the
head is 35-39, followed by the age groups 30-34
and 4044, These three age groups contribute
57 percent of all the urban children in families
of this type. They also contribute the largest
proportion in rural families—about 52 percent.

As indicated, the majority of children from
nonparent families are found in families in which
the head of the family is under the age of 15.

Table 6.—Number of children under 16 years of oge in urban end rural families with specified number of children,
and percentage distribution by type of family

[Prelimipary dats subject to revision]

Typo of urban famlly Typo of rural family
. Number of Nuamber of
Number of children per children Hus- |Hvsband or wifel Nonparent children Hug- [Husband or wite] Nonparent
family inurban | .y | patd in rural All | baad
familiey types | and " families types | snd

wile | 29 | wite | Mole |Female wife | Hus | wie | Male | Female

Allchildren_._.__.._ - G47,420 | 100.0 B6. 8 L7 8.1 1,1 13 40,335 | 100.0 86.7 18 7.2 22 2.1
lehld. e meeee 164,109 | 100.0 78.8 2.2 12,6 20 3.8 8,754 | 100.0 73.8 2.6 0.3 7.3 7.0
2children. 199,764 | 100.0 81.7 1,7 9.1 7 .8 10,204 | 100.0 86. 6 2.0 8.2 2.3 20
3children__ 127, 68 100.0 8. 6 16 8.3 .3 .4 9,114 | 100.0 0.0 2.0 0.0 1.2 .8
4 children... 76,672 | 100,0 0.8 1.6 7.3 .2 .2 7,052 | 100.0 60.3 1.8 8.0 .8 .7
5 children.. 43,850 | 100.0 Bl 4 Lb 8.9 1 .1 4,805 | 100.0 81,7 L0 0.8 .1 .4
6 children.. 24,972 | 100.0 83.3 .9 5.8 .1 .1 3,408 [ 100.0 92.3 1,2 8.3 [ .. .2
7 ¢hildren... 12,146 | 100.0 93.8 .9 -2 3 .1 1,841 | 100.0 %7 -4 48 s .4
§ children.. 5,368 | 100.0 85, 2 1.1 [ 2 O P R 800 | 100.0 7.0 1.0 20 ) e
¢ children 2,127 | 1000 B7. 0 Lo 20| 207 | 100.0 07,0 | ... LI S I
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Table 7.—~Number of children under 16 years of age in urban and rural families of specified type, and percentage
distribution by age of head of family

[Preliminary data subject to revision)

Typé of (amlly
Agn group of head of family Hushand gr wife, Hushand or wife, Nonparent, Noaparent,
(years) All types Husband and wife husband wife male female
Urban Rural | Urban Raral Urban Rural Urban Rural | Urben Rural | Urban Rural
Number of children.....| 1 847,068 | 148,200 | 561,582 40,038 11,038 844 59, 116 8,318 B, 748 1,026 8,178 81
Parcont of chlldren....__ 100, 0 100.0 100.0 100, 0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100. 0 100.0 100.0
Under 15 1B LN 30 RN (AR S I (0] 4
16-19.__. .6 L1 1 .2 ® A 16 3.1
20-24___ 2.8 8 24 3.6 1.1 L1 7.1 7.7
25-29_._ 10.3 10.0 10.2 1.3 5.0 &6 13. 8 13.7
80-34_. 17.0 15.7 17.4 16.7 10,4 0.4 18.8 18.1
B85-39_.. 22,4 188 2.1 19.9 18.8 11.8 2.8 18.3
4044 ___ 20.1 17.2 2.1 18.0 2.1 19.6 16,3 1.2
4549___ 13.8 12.7 14.1 13.2 19.0 17.2 1.9 1.8
50-54... 7.1 8.6 7.3 8.9 14.0 18.8 6.1 1.8
65-50___ 28 4.5 2.9 a7 6.5 118 2.0 2.7
60-64... - 1.0 24 1.0 2.6 8.1 4.0 .4 W7
66 and over_... W& .8 .5 ] 2.0 3.7 .2 4

1 Fxcludes 381 children from [smilies with unknown age of family head,
1 Excludes 136 ehildren from families with unknown ege of famlly head.

This is more true for the rural than for the urban
families.

The variations in the proportions of children
classified by age of the head of the family and
family type are shown more clearly in table 8.
In urban families almost all children in families
in which the head is under 15 years of age are in
nonparent families. Less than one-tenth of the
children in families in which the head is 15-19 are
in husband-and-wife families, while over two-
thirds are in nonparent families and nearly one-
fourth are in families with the wife only. Nearly
three-fourths of the children from families headed
by persons aged 20-24 are in husband-and-wife
families, negligible pereentages are in motherless
families and nonparent families, and nearly one-
fourth are in fatherless families.

As the age of the head of the family increases,
the proportion of children in husband-and-wife
families tends to rise, but this correlation is most
marked in families with the husband only. For
families with the wife only, the proportion de-
creases after age 19. In nonparent families the
concentration of children is found in families
headed by persons less than 20 years of age.

Aid to Children Under the Social Security Act

Recent amendments to the Social Security Act,
designed to improve the economic security and
welfare of the Nation’s children, provide for an

4 Less than 0.05 percent,

increase in the Federal contribution to State
programs for aid to dependent children. Under
title IV of the act, the Federal Government, be-
ginning in January 1940, will pay one-half,
instead of one-third as formerly, of amounts paid
by a State for aid to dependent children. This
provision of the act originally authorized Federsl
payments to States for aid to dependent children
below the age of 16. Under the revised act, State
payments will be matched by Federal funds for
aid to children under the age of 18 if they are
regularly attending school.

The old-age insurance provisions (title IT) of the
Social Security Act have been expanded to pro-
vide for the extension of supplementary benefits
to dependent children and monthly benefits to
surviving children of qualified workers. It has
been estimated that 145,000 dependent children
will be in receipt of monthly benefits by the end
of 1940 under the new old-age and survivors
insurance provisions.

The provisions in title IV of the Social Security
Act for aid to dependent children apply only to
children deprived of parental support, and would
provide for children in husband-and-wife families
only if one or both parents were incapacitated.
The recent amendments to the Social Security

12 About 20 percent of the children in families added to the rolls for aid to

dependent children under the Jnclal Becurity Act during the Ascal year 1037-
38 were living In husband-and-wife [amllies.
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Act will make additional provision for some chil-
dren in husband-and-wife families, in that supple-
mentary benefits will be payable, under specified
circumstances, to dependent children of persons
who are aged 65 or more and are receiving monthly
old-age benefits; however, the number of such
children is found to be insignificant—less than
one-half of 1 percent of the cbild population.

Children in fatherless families who are in need
because they have been deprived of parental
support by reason of death or absence of the
father are oligible for assistance under the Federal-
State program for aid to dependent children.
Eventually, under the provisions of the amended
act, many fatherless children, especially those in
urban regions, will be entitled to survivors benefits
under the Federal old-age and survivors insurance
system, Likewise, many of the children in
motherless {amilies and {amilies of near relatives,
where neither parent is present, are eligible for
aid to dependent children if they are in need,
and many of them will be eligible for survivors
benefits.

In August 1939, 721,000 children received
assistance under the Federal-State program for
pid to dependent children. This number consti-
tutes approximately 2 percent of the estimated
population of the United States under the age of
18. Since the law limits assistance to children
who are deprived of the support of one or both
parents, the majority of these children are mem-

bers of one-spouse families or nonparent families,
The data from the family composition study
indicate that almost 5 million of the Nation’s
children are in broken families, from which one or
both parents are missing. About 12 percent of the
children in broken families and about one-third of
1 percent of those in husband-and-wife femilies
are now benefiting under the provisions of the
Social Security Act for assistance to dependent
children.*

Ultimately, perhaps 50 percent or more of these
children in broken homes will benefit from the
provisions of the amended Social Security Act
for aid to children, but the vast majority of the
child population, more than 90 percent, is not and
will not be affected by the act, even though
children are economically the least secure seg-
ment of our population and are in need of special
consideration.

Summary and Conclusion

The analysis of the data on children in urban
and rurel families indicates that:

(1) Nearly nine-tenths of all children are in
husband-and-wife families; a greater proportion

U The estimated number of sged persons Included in old-ege assistance
grants under Federal-State programs for the month of August 1939 was 1.6
wmlillion, or 24 percent of the estimated population 85 years of age and over, as
compared with the 2 percent of the estimated child population recsiving aid
to dependent ¢hildren. In terms of farnily units, 209,000 families recelved
oid for dependent ¢hildren, as contrasted with 1.6 million fnmilies receiving
ald to the aged. These Agurcs may be compared with an estimated 17 million
familles with children and 7 million families with persons nged 85 and over.

Table 8.—Number of children under 16 years of age in urban and rural families with specified age of head of family,
and percentage distribution by type of family

[Prellminary data aubject to revision]

Type of urban [amlly Type of rurnl family
Number of Number of
Ape group of head of family | children in Hus- ng?éd ar Nooperent  |children |n Hus- Hus:?gd or Nouparent
(years) urban | ap | hapd rursl ) a5 | band
familigs types | and families types | and
wife bHﬂ‘;s& Wife | Male | Female wite g‘;!g Wite | Mals | Female
Alleges_______.____.... 647,05 | 100.0 80.8 L7 21 1.1 1.3 46,200 | 100.0 86.7 L8 7.2
wisl e | 88] 51 V8| W usl ] wd
3, 5 . . A 5 . . . . A
18,223 | 100.0 T4.2 .7 22.9 1.2 1.0 1,761 100.0 81.5 N 14,7
a6, 458 100.0 86.5 .8 12,4 .1 .2 5,028 100.0 B8%.8 .9 9.0
109,789 | 100.0 88.8 L1 10.1 O] {') 7.1 | 1000 1.9 .B 7.8
144,903 | 100.0 80.7 1.4 8.8 m U] B, 688 | 100.0 1.8 L1 7.0
130,382 | 100.0 10,9 1.7 7.4 ® n 7,087 | 100.0 00.7 2.1 7.2
88,212 ] 100.0 BO.7 2.4 7.9 ) E’) &, Bo1 100.0 60.8 2.5 8.7
45885 | 100.0Q 88 8 3.4 7.8 3,087 | 100.0 B0. 6 4.0 8.5
18, 348 100.0 BO.7 3.0 8.4 2,081 100, & 80,7 4.9 4.4
60-64___ 8,445 100.0 B0.a 5.4 4.0 1,087 100.0 04,0 a1 2.0
65andover._________________ 2030 | 100.0 88.2 7.5 4.3 374 | 100.0 88,5 8.3 3.2

t Excludes 381 children from families with unknown uge of head,
¥ Excludos 135 children from famllies with unknown age of head,
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of these families have children, and there are more
children per family in this type of family.

{2) Somewhat more than one-tenth of the
Nation’s children are in one-spouse families or in
families where neither parent is present; the
majority of these children are in one-spouse
families with the wife only.

{3) A larger proportion of rural than of urban
families have children, and in rural families there
are g greater number of children per family in each
family type.

(4) In rurel families there are higher propor-
tions of families headed by persons in the younger
and older age groups and smaller proportions in
the intermediate ages than is the case in urban
families.

{5) In families with children, only six-tenths of
1 percent in the urban sample and 1.6 percent
in the rural sample are headed by persons aged
65 and over.

(6) The concentration of one-child familtes is
greatest in families headed by persons in the
younger and older ages.

(7) Families headed by persons in the inter-
mediate age groups have the largest proportion
of children.

(8) The great majority of children in the
families headed by persons under the age of 20
are in nonparent families. The majority of

children in families headed by persons in the inter-
mediate and older age groups are in husband-and-
wife families.

There is a definite correlation between the age
of the head of the family and the number of
children in the family. Approximately 2 percent
of the Nation’s child population is now benefited
by the Social Security Act, and this proportion is
not high even for children in broken families, about
12 percent of whom are receiving aid. In this
respect it is fortunate that the changes recently
adopted will ultimately increase the proportion
of the children in broken families who will receive
benefits under the provisions of the act. The effect
of these changes will be felt more by urban
families, which account for less than 50 percent
of the child population. The bulk of the Nation’s
children, i. e., the 87 percent who are in husband-
and-wife families, are scarcely affected even by
the liberalization of the provisions for aid to
dependent children; the proportion of those who
will receive benefits as dependents of old-age
annuitants is also negligible. The major contri-
bution of the recent emendments to the Social
Security Act is that in the event these children
lose their parents there is & greater probability
now of their being benefited by the act, but the
problem of general economic insecurity of the
Nation’s child population is still a serious one.
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