
workers who had earnmgs of more than $2,520 ts 
probably higher than that shown m table 10 The 
number of wves and chddren of retired workers who 
had excess earnmgs may also be somewhat understated 

Earnings and Benefit Losses 
The dependent and survwor benefxtartes who lost 

beneftts because of thetr own earnmgs forfated a total 
of $303 m~lhon durmg 1975--o* 57 percent of the $529 
mtllton that would have been payable to them had there 
been no deducttons for earnmgs Wtdowed fathers and 
mothers tended to have higher earnmgs than did other 
types of benefuarles (table 11) Fifty percent of the 
wdowed fathers had earnmgs of $9,000 or more and 15 
percent earned between $6,000 and $8,999 Fifty per- 
cent of the wdowed mothers earned $6,000 or more, 
compared wtth 24 percent of the aged wdows, 40 
percent of the wwes of retwed workers, and 42 percent 
of the wves of dtsabled workers 

The ratios of beneftts wthheld to benefits before 
wthholdmg dtd not differ much between the groups, 
partly because of the wtdely dlffermg amounts before 
wthholdmg For those who lost heneflts because of 
earnmgs, the average annual benefit before wthholdmg 
ranged from $840 for wtdowed fathers to $2,132 for 

aged wdows These amounts reflect the effects of the 
family tnaxmun prowlon and the dlfferent proportlons 
of the worker’s PIA payable to dependents and sur- 
wars The low average benefit payable to wdowed 
fathers reflects the low earnmgs of theu deceased wves 

Among the women wtth chddren tn thetr care, rela- 
twely fewer of those under age 35 than those aged 35 or 
older had eammgs of $6,000 or more Many of the 
younger beneftcuvles had young chtldren and may have 
had to restrict then work actwtty to care for them 
Earnmgs levels for wdowed fathers, however, did not 
vary wth age Among aged wtdows, the proportlon wth 
earnmgs of $6,000 or more was substantially lower for 
those aged 60-61 than for those aged 62-64, and the 
latter proportlon was somewhat lower than that for those 
aged 65-71 Smce the benefits for wtdows are actua- 
really reduced for each month of entitlement before age 
65, many wtdows wtth fairly high earnmgs would not 
fde for benefits untd they attamed that age 

Relatwzly few child beneflctarles earned $6,000 or 
more Those who did were most hkely to be student 
benefuarles who left school for a whtle and then re- 
turned Some child benefvxmes wth earnmgs of this 
magmtude probably had completed high school and 
obtamed full-time employment before thetr benefits 
were termmated at age I8 

Notes and Brief Reports 
Institutionalized SSI Recipients 
Covered by Medicaid, June 1977* 

The supplemental securtty mcome (SSI) program pro- 
wdes a maxmwm payment of $25 a month to aged, 
bhnd, and disabled reclplents m mstltutlons where the 
Medtcatd program 1s paymg more than 50 percent of the 
costs or charges tn treatmg or mamtammg such rndt- 
vtduals ’ This Federal SSI payment 1s Intended to cover 
personal needs such as clothmg and upkeep, personal 
care, and various Items not ordmarlly provtded through 
the payment for baa mstltutlonal care 

In addnon States are permmed (requred m some cases) ertber 
to mamam the reaplent s mcome level before receipt of SSI or to 
enable the reclp~ent to obtam personal need Items and serwces 
mcluded under the State plan that exceed m cost the SSI payment of 
$25 States have the optmn of hawng the Social Secursy Admums 
fratlon make these payments in then behalf (federally admmmtered 
State supplementanon) or to make these payments themselves 
(State-admmmtered State supplementat~an) 

Thts report prowdes selected data on the demographrc 
and econotmc charactertsttcs of mdwtduals recewmg 
federally admmlstered payments (Federal SSI and feder- 
ally admtmstered State supplementation) and restdmg m 
covered facthtles durmg the study month Data are not 
awlable for mdwlduals m such faalmes who received 
a State-adnumstered State supplementary payment only 

In June 1977, approximately 202,0002 persons tn 
mstmtttons waved a federally admmlstered payment 
under the SSI program (table 1) These persons repre- 
sented 5 percent of the 4 2 nulhon persons recewmg 
federally admmtstered SSI payments dung the month 
Fifty-seven percent (or more than half) were disabled, 
42 percent were aged, and 1 percent were blmd The 
mqortty of the rectptents-87 percent-were adults, 
almost evenly dwded between the aged and the d,s- 
abled The remammg 13 percent were children, most of 
whom were dtsabled 

‘The number shown may be somewhat lower than that prewously 
reported for thm month because of dlfferences I” the files used to 
obtam reclplent county The data used here are derived from the SSI 
Management lnfarmatmn Extract File for June 1977, and the 
number (201,932) IS based on lndlvldual case records because 2.691 
records were lncamplete 
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Table I.-Number and percentage dlstrlbutmn of SSI 
reclplents recewmg lnst~tutmnal care covered by 
MedIcaId, by categoly of reaplent, and reas”” for e&l- 
blhty, June 1911 

Among all SSI reqxents I” June 1977, III contrast, 50 
percent were aged, 48 percent disabled, and 2 percent 
bhnd About 96 percent were adults and 4 percent were 
cixldren, most of them disabled Thus, relatwely mnre 
dwibled adults and chddren were 1” the lnstltutmnallzed 
populatmn than I” the SSI populatmn as a whole 

Durmg the study month, payments to or on behalf of 
SSI reclplents m ,“st,tutm”s totaled $6 1 nullmn (table 
2) Of tlus amount, $5 9 nulhon represented Federal SSI 
payments and federally adnumstered State supplemen- 
tary payments accounted for the remamder ($214,000) 
The dlstrlbutmn of money expendares followed the 
same patter” as the dlstrlbutmn of recqnents 

Table Z.-Number of SSI reaplents recawng I”st,tu- 
tmnal care covered by Medlcald and total payments, and 
type of payment, by reas”” for elv&hty, June 1977 

Recipient Characteristics 
Conversion Status 

A IKJOIlty of these SSI reclplents (59 percent) had 
been transferred to the SSI program from former State 
asSlsta”ce programs for the aged, blmd, and dlsabled 
(table 3) The remamder became ehglble for SSI pay- 
ments after the SSI program was mmated Only about 
half of all SSI reaplents I” June 1977 had been trans- 
ferred from the earher State programs Among adult 
reaplents, 32 percent of the aged and 27 percent of the 
bhnd and dlsabled were transferred from the former 

Table 3.-Number and percentage dlstrlbutmn of SSI 
reaplents recewmg mstltutmnal care covered by 
Medwd, by convers,on status, and reas”” for ehglbll- 
Ity, June 1977 

programs Dlsabled chddren under age 18 were not 
ellglble for payments under the old awstance programs 
When all blmd and disabled reapvats are considered 
(adults and chddren), 31 percent can be counted as new 
accessmns to the SSI rolls 

Table 4.-Number-and percentage dlstrlbutlo” of SSI 
reaplents recewmg mstltutmnal care covered by 
Medxald, by age and reason for ellglbdlty, June 1977 

About one-half (49 percent) of the reaplents m the 
study were aged 65 and over Most of them recewed 
payments as aged mdwlduals, but shghtly mnre than 7 
percent of the aged mdwlduals recaved then payments 
under the blmd and dlsahled category (table 4) ’ 
Thirty-aght percent of the reaplents were aged 21-64, 
and the remammg 13 percent were under age 21 

Among the aged I” Instltutmns, a somewhat larger 
proportmn (20 percent) were aged 80 and over than the 

‘Where the State payment standard far federally admmstered State 
supptementauon for the bhnd and drsahled IS h,gber than the standard 
for the aged, tmsons aged 65 and over who are blmd or dmbled may 
be clawfled under the category wth the h,gher payment 
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Table S.-Number and percentage dlstrlbutlon of SSI Table 6.-Number and percentage dlstrlbutlon of SSI 
reclpxnts recewng lnstltutlonal care covered by reclplents recewlng mstltuttonal care covered by 
Medlcald, age, and sex, by reason for elrglbdlty, June Medlcald, by marltal status and reason for ellglblhty, 
1977 June 1977 

p*oportlon m this age group III the total SSI populatton 
(15 percent) 4 

Children under age 21 represented only 3 percent of 
all SSI reaplents, compared wth 13 percent of the 
mstltutlonahzed (table 5) This higher percentage re- 
flects the extenslon of Federal aId to disabled chddren 
under age 18 who were not covered under the old AI’TD 
programs More unportant, under the new prowsIons, 
the SSI program 1s more hkely to Include chddren who 
suffer from mental retardation and other phywal and 
mental dlsabdltles that reqwe medlcal care and treat- 
ment m an mstltutlonal enwonment 

Sex 
Of all mstltutlonahzed SSI reaplents, about 60 per- 

cent were women, almost equally dwlded between the 
categories of aged and dtsabled, as table 5 shows 
Almost three times as many men were disabled as were 
aged Among all SSI reaplents m December 1976, 
about 65 percent were women Shghtly more of the 
women were aged than were drsabled, and most of the 
men were disabled 

Marital Status 
Vxtually the entxe population of mstltutlonahzed SSI 

reclplents was reported in the combmed classlflca- 
tmn-smgle, wdowed, or divorced (table 6) Less than 
1 percent were reported as “married and/or separated ” 

State Variations 
The States varied conslderably m percentages of SSI 

reaplents m mstltutlons-from a high of 17 percent m 

‘The age dlstnbuuon data for the total SS, Populauon are from 
Program and Demographic Characteristics of Supplemental Se- 
eurlty Beneflclaries, December 1976, Social Securuy Admmrstra- 
“on, OffIce of Research and Stausocs, December ,977 

Mmnesota to a low of 1 percent m West Vlrguua (table 
7) Only aght States-Iowa, Kansas, Mmnesota, Okla- 
homa, Nebraska, South Dakota, Utah, and 
Wlsconsm-had more than 10 percent of SSI reclplents 
recewng mstltutlonal care covered by MedIcaId These 
States also had comparatively higher percentages of 
their aged, blmd, and disabled caseloads m mstltutlons 
under the former pubhc awstance programs than did 
most other States 

About one-half of all mstltutronahzed SSI reclplents 
were m eight States-Cahforma, Illmo~s, Lou~suma, 
New York, Oklahoma, Pennsylvama, Texas, and Ww 
consm Forty-nme percent of the aged, 51 percent of the 
blmd and disabled adults, and 58 percent of blmd and 
disabled chddren were m these eight States 

Although for the Natlon as a whole a larger propor- 
tton of the mstltutlonahzed MedIcad reaplents recew 
mg federally admmlstered SSI payments were disabled, 
m 15 States” the maJorlty of these SSI reaplents were 
aged (table 8) 

Federally admmlstered State supplementary pay- 
mats6 were made to almost 8,000 reclplents (about 4 
percent of the mstltutlonallzed) m 27 States durmg the 
study month (table 9) ’ About 61 percent of the reap- 
rents were aged and 39 percent were blmd or disabled 
The maJorlty of reclplents (72 percent) were in 
Loulsmna, Massachusetts, and New York Mas- 
sachusetts had the largest percentage of reaplents re- 
cewmg State supplementary payments, followed by 
Lou~smna and New York 

‘Alabama, Delaware, D~stoct of Columbia. Flonda, Mane, Ma 
smr,pp,. M,ssoun. New Hampsh~re. New Jersey. Nonh Dakota, 
Ohm, Tennessee. Texas, West Vqma, and Wyommg 

‘Data on State-admmlstered supplementauon to persons in varmw 
types of facrlmes wuh pattents recewng Medxald payments are not 
avatilable For a descnpuon of State supplementatmn programs. see 
Donald E RIgby and Malcolm H Mormon. “The Supplemental 
Securuy Income Program far the Aged, Bhnd, and DImbled. Selected 
Charactensucs of State Supplcmentauan Programs,” ?,oc,al securny 
Admuushauon, Offlce of Research and Staustrs, 1975 

‘At1 federally sdmnustered State supplementary payments t,, the 
msotutronal~red m the study month were mandatory No State with 
federally admlmstered State supplementation prowded opuanal 
supplementauon 10 SSI reclpwnts recewmg mstuuuonal care m 
facrhues covered by Medxa,d payments 

26 Social Security Bull&n, December 1978iVol 41, No 12 



Table 7 -Total number of reaplents recwmg SSI 
payments and number and percent recewmg mstmaonal 
care covered by Medlcald, by State (ranked by percent 
m mstltutlons), June 1977 

In June 1977, Federal SSI payments to these reap- 
vats totaled $6 1 mdhon Of this amount, $5 9 mllhon 
represented Federal SSI payments and $214,000 feder- 
ally admmlstered State supplementation (table 10) 
About half of all payments (51 percent) went to persons 
m aght States-Callforma, Illmo~s, Massachusetts, 
Mlchlgan, New York, Oklahoma, Pennsylvama, and 
TeXX 

Table &--Number of SSI reapvats recewng mstltu- 
tlonal care covered by MedIcaId, by reason for ehglbll- 
tty and State, June 1977 

Of all Federal SSI payments and State supplementary 
payments made, 58 percent went to the disabled and 
blmd and 42 percent to the aged Rfty-two percent of 
the small amount of State supplementation went to the 
disabled and blmd, 48 percent went to the aged All but 
5 percent of these payments went to reapwas tn eight 
States-Cahfornla, Lows~ana, Massachusetts, Mlchl- 
gan, M~ss~ss~ppl, New York, Pennsylvama, and WIS- 
EO”Sl” 

The mqor~ty of all Federal SSI payments (93 percent) 
were at the $25 maxnnum (table 11) For the 3 percent 
of payments amountmg to less than $25, the payment 
was reduced because reapumts had excess monthly 
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Table 9.-Number of SSI reaplents recewmg mstltu- 
tlonal care covered by MedIcad and recewmg State 
supplementation, by State and reason for ellglblhty, 
June 1977 

mcome beyond the standard SSI “disregard” of $20 per 
month Payments of more than $25 (4 percent) resulted 
from payment adJUStmeUtS followmg changes from 
nonmstltutlonal to mstltutlonal hvmg arrangements 8 
Most of the reclplents among the small proportlon (4 
percent) who recewed a State supplementary payment 
also recewed the maxunum Federal SSI payment for a 
combmed payment amount of more than $25 but less 
than $50 

Other Income and Resources 
For the mqorlty (97 percent) of persons recewmg 

mstltutlonal care covered by Medlcald, Federal SSI 
payments and/or supplementary payments constituted 
then only source of mcome In addmon, most reported 
hawng no resources A small number of the m- 
stltutlonabzed, however, waved other unearned m- 
come from several sources and reported ownershlp of 
various resources 

Unearned Income 
Fewer than 6,000 persons, or about 3 percent of the 

mstltutlonahzed recewmg SSI payments, also recewed 

‘An SSI reaplent transferred to an mst~tutxonal lwmg arrangement 
mnunues to recetve the htgher payment amount for the former hvmg 
arrangement for the month m whxh the transfer occurs For the 
follow@ month the payment IS reduced to reflect the new 11vmg 
arrangement 

Table lO.-Amount of Federal SSI payments and feder- 
ally admmlstered State supplementation to SSI reap- 
lents recewmg mstltutlonal care covered by Medlcald, 
by State, June 1977 

some addmona unearned mcome durmg the study 
month (table 12) For the total SSI population recewmg 
federally admuustered payments, a much larger propor- 
tlon (about 60 percent) had mcome other than SSI 
payments m December 1976 

The most notable difference between the III- 
st,tut,onahzed and the total SSI population was m the 
receipt of soaal security benefits Rfty-two percent of 
all SSI reapvats recewed such payments, compared 
wth 0 9 percent of reaplents recewmg mstltutlonal care 
covered by Medlcald This difference reflects the fact 
that, to recewe the SSI payment as a resident of an 
mstltutlon, the maxnnum allowable socml security 
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Table Il.-Number and percentage dlstrlbutmn of SSI Table 12.-SSI reaplents recavmg mstltutmnal care 
reaptents recewlng mstltutmnal care covered by covered by Medlcald Number and percent m concurrent 
Medlcald, by the amount of Federal SSI payments and receipt of other unearned mane, by s”“rce of income 
State supplementatmn, June 1977 and was”” for ellglblllty, June 1977 

benefit must be less than $45 per month Persons havmg 
m”re than this amount are not ehglble to recewe a” SSI 
payment because then countable mcome (after the 
standard $20 disregard) exceeds the SSI payment stand- 
ard of $25 per month For most SSI reaplents wth 
socud secumy benefns, the benefit amount 1s more than 
$45 Thus, when such persons enter mstltutmns, they 
are not Ilkely to be ehglble for an SSI payment while 
they are I” the mstltutmn 

The remamder of those wth unearned IncOme (about 
2 percent of all reaplents) received such mcome from 
several sources-mcludmg veterans’ compensatmn and 
pensmns, support from absent parents, employment- 
related pensmns, rents, Interest and dwtdends (com- 
bmed), and other ,“cane mcludmg payments 1” cash or 
m kmd for which the sowce was not avadable or which 
could not be classified wthm estabhshed codes 

Resources 
About 8,000 recqlents or JUSt 4 percent of the I”- 

stltutmnabzed owned varmw resources, mcludmg 
homes, life ~“surance, automobtles, and Income- 
producmg property (table 13) Overall, nmre than one- 
half of these reclplents owned homes and nearly one- 
thud retamed ownershlp of life tnsurance The aged 
represented 71 percent of those havmg resources, wth 
more than two-thirds owning homes and one-fourth 
havmg hfe msurance The disabled and bhnd constituted 
only 29 percent of those wth resources Almost one- 
half of these reaplents owned life ~“surance, about 
one-fourth were homeowners, and another fourth owned 
a vehicle 

Representative Payees 
SSI payments to persons 1” mstltutlons may be made 

directly to the reclplent or to a representative payee such 

Table 13.-Number and percentage dlstrlbutmn of SSI 
reaplents 1” MedIcaId mstltutlons, by type of resource 
and reas”” for ellglblhty, June 1977 

Type of RSCUKC Total Aged Bbnd Pnd dlrablcd 

Td “umber 1.953 5,616 2,331 

Tti percent ml ml Km 

as a relatwe, a” mstltutmn, or other agency 9 In August 
1977, of 216,000 SSI rectplents m mstutmns, 88,000 
(41 percent) recewed thetr SSI payments duectly (table 
14) lo The remamder, 128,000 (59 percent) had repre- 
sentatwe payees The mqonty of these representatwe 
payees (41 percent) were mstltutlons, about 12 percent 
were relatwes of reclplents Among persons wth repre- 
sentatwe payee6 speclfled, almost three-fifths resided I” 
State/local government-operated facllmes (mental and 
nonmental), two-fifths were 1” private proprietary I”- 
stltutmns, and the remamder were 1” voluntary nonproflt 

Table 14.-Number and percentage dlstrlbutmn of SSI 
reclplents rece,v,“g mstltutmnal care covered by 
Medlcald, by representatwe payee status, August 1977 
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Table 15.-SSI reaplents recewmg mstltutlonal care 
covered by MedIcaId Number and percentage dlstrlbu- 
tlon wth representawe payee, by type of mstautmn and 
reason for ehglbdrty, August 1977 

homes (table 15) Thlrty-one percent of the reclplents 
wth representatwe payee6 were aged, 48 percent were 
blmd or disabled adults, and 21 percent were blmd or 
disabled chddren 

The mqorlty of the aged were m propnetary homes 
whde a smaller group resided m State/local government 
mental mstltutmns For the adult blmd and disabled, this 
residence pattern was reversed and the majoray were 
hvmg m State/local government mental mstltutmns and 
a substantial mmorlty m proprietary homes and mstltu- 
tmns For blmd and disabled children, most were m 
State/local government mental mstltutmns wth a small 
mmorlty m proprietary and voluntary nonproflt mstltu- 
tmns 

Summary 
Persons recewmg mstltutmnal care covered by 

Medxald and SSI payments constitute a unque and 
highly disadvantaged population, representmg about 5 
percent of all SSI reaplents The mqorlty of these 
persons-57 percent-were disabled, and 42 percent 
were recewmg thar payments because of age Almost 
all reaplents (87 percent) were adults The mqorlty of 
the mstltutmnabzed were transferred to the SSI program 
from former State assistance programs About half of all 
mstltutmnahzed reclplents were aged 65 or over Sixty 
percent of the reapxnts were angle, wdowed, or dl- 
vorced women One-half of all mstmxmnallzed recrp- 
lent6 were m aght States In most States, less than 10 
percent of all SSI reaplents were m mstltutmns but the 
proportmn varied considerably from State to State 

Federal monthly payments of $6 1 rmlbon were made 
to mstltutmnallzed reclplents Almost all this amount 
was for Federal SSI payments, wth less than 3 percent 
representmg federally admmlstered State supplementa- 
tmn 

Vxtually all mstltutmnaltzed reaplent (93 percent) 
recewed Federal SSI payments of only $25 per month 
(the maxunum pernutted by law) that represented their 
sole mcome The few State supplementary payments 
were usually less than $25 per month Less than five 
percent of the mstltutmnahzed recewed mcome or 
owned resources Most reaplents had representawe 
payees-mamly State and local government mental 
faahtles and prwate proprietary mstautmns 

30 Soaal Security Bulletm, December 1978/Vol 41, No 12 


