workers who had earmings of more than $2,520 1s
probably higher than that shown in table 10 The
number of wives and children of retired workers who
had excess earnings may also be somewhat understated

Earnings and Benefit Losses

The dependent and survivor beneficiaries who lost
benefits because of their own earnings forfeited a total
of $303 million during 1975—or 57 percent of the $529
million that would have been payable to them had there
been no deductions for earnmngs Widowed fathers and
mothers tended to have higher earnings than did other
types of beneficiaries (table 11) Fuifty percent of the
widowed fathers had earnings of $9,000 or more and 15
percent earned between $6,000 and $3,999 Fifty per-
cent of the widowed mothers earned $6,000 or more,
compared with 24 percent of the aged widows, 40
percent of the wives of retired workers, and 42 percent
of the wives of disabled workers

The ratios of benefits withheld to benefits before
withholding did not differ much between the groups,
partly because of the widely differing amounts before
withholding For those who lost benefits because of
carnings, the average annual benefit before withholding
ranged from $840 for widowed fathers to $2,132 for

aged widows These amounts reflect the effects of the
family maximum provision and the different proportions
of the worker’s PIA payable to dependents and sur-
vivors The low average benefit payable to widowed
fathers reflects the low earnings of their deceased wives

Among the women with children in their care, rela-
tively fewer of those under age 35 than those aged 35 or
older had earmngs of $6,000 or more Many of the
younger beneficiaries had young children and may have
had to restrict their work activity to care for them
Earmings levels for widowed fathers, however, did not
vary with age Among aged widows, the proportion with
earmings of $6,000 or more was substantially lower for
those aged 60-61 than for those aged 62-64, and the
latter proportion was somewhat lower than that for those
aged 65-71 Since the benefits for widows are actua-
rally reduced for each month of entitlement before age
65, many widows with farrly high earnings would not
file for benefits unul they attained that age

Relatively few child benefictaries earned $6,000 or
more Those who did were most Iikely to be student
beneficlaries who left school for a while and then re-
turned Some child beneficiaries with earnmngs of this
magnitude probably had completed high school and
obtained full-time employment before their benefits
were terminated at age 18

Notes and Brief Reports

Institutionalized SSI Recipients
Covered by Medicaid, June 1977%

The supplemental security income (SSI) program pro-
vides 2 maximum payment of $25 a month to aged,
blind, and disabled recipients in institutions where the
Medicaid program 1s paying more than 50 percent of the
costs or charges mn treating or maintaiming such indi-
viduals ! This Federal SS1 payment 1s intended to cover
personal needs such as clothing and upkeep, personal
care, and various ttems not ordinarily provided through
the payment for basic institutional care

*By Malcolm M Mornson, Division of Supplemental Securnty
Studies, Office of Research and Statistics, Social Security Admin-
1stration

' Such institutions are generally classified as hospitals, skilled
nursing homes, and intermediate-care facilities

In addition States are permitted (required 1n some cases) erther
to maintain the recipient s income level before receipt of SSI or to
enable the recipient to obtain personal need items and services
included under the State plan that exceed 1n cost the SSI payment of
$25 States have the option of having the Social Security Adminis
tration make these payments 1n thesr behalf (federally administered
State supplementation) or to make these payments themselves
(State-admimstered State supplementation)

This report provides selected data on the demographic
and economic characteristics of individuals recerving
federally admimistered payments {Federal SSI and feder-
ally administered State supplementation) and residing 1n
covered facilities during the study month Data are not
available for individuals 1n such facilities who received
a State-administered State supplementary payment only

In June 1977, approximately 202,0002 persons in
mstitutions received a federally admimistered payment
under the SSI program (table 1) These persons repre-
sented 5 percent of the 4 2 million persons receiving
federally admimstered SSI payments during the month
Fifty-seven percent (or more than half) were disabled,
42 percent were aged, and 1 percent were blind The
majority of the recipients—87 percent—were adults,
almost evenly divided between the aged and the dis-
abled The remaining 13 percent were children, most of
whom were disabled

! The number shown may be somewhat lower than that previously
reported for this month because of differences 1n the files used to
obtain recipient counts The data used here are denived from the SSI
Management Information Extract File for June 1977, and the
number (201,932} 15 based on individual case records because 2,691
records were incomplete
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Table I.—Number and percentage distribution of SSI
recipients recelving institutional care covered by
Medicaid, by category of recipient, and reason for eligi-
bility, June 1977

Table 3.—Number and percentage distribution of SSI
recipients receiving institutional care covered by
Medicaid, by conversion status, and reason for eligibil-
ity, June 1977

Category of recipient Total Aged Blind Dhsabled

Total number 201 932 83,722 2,907 115303
Adults 175 599 83,322 2 482 89 395
Children 26,333 425 25 908

Total percent 100G 415 14 571
Adults 870 415 12 44 3
Children 130 2 128

Among all SSI recipients tn June 1977, 1n contrast, 50
percent were aged, 48 percent disabled, and 2 percent
blind About 96 percent were adults and 4 percent were
children, most of them disabled Thus, relatively more
disabled adults and children were 1n the institutionalized
population than 1n the 881 population as a whole

Dunng the study month, payments to or on behalf of
SSI recipients m nstitutions totaled $6 1 millton (table
2) Of this amount, $5 9 mullion represented Federal SSI
payments and federally admnistered State supplemen-
tary payments accounted for the remamder ($214,000)
The distribution of money expenditures followed the
same pattern as the distribution of recipients

Table 2.—Number of SSI recipients receiving institu-
tional care covered by Medicaid and total payments, and
type of payment, by reason for eligibility, June 1977

Type of payment Total [ Aged ‘ Bhind l Disabled
Number of recipients

Total 201 932 83 722 2907 115 303
Federal SSI payments

only 194 075 78,934 2,770 112 371
Federal SSI and State

supplementation 7767 4 728 131 2,508
State supplementation

only 90 60 6 24

Total amount {1 thousands)

Total $6 155 $2 573 591 §3 492

Federal SSI payments 5942 2471 84 2 638

State supplementation 214 102 7 105

Recipient Characteristics

Conversion Status

A majority of these SSI recipients (59 percent) had
been transferred to the SSI program from former State
assistance programs for the aged, blind, and disabled
(table 3) The remainder became eligible for SSI pay-
ments after the SSI program was mmtiated Only about
half of all SSI reciprents 1n June 1977 had been trans-
ferred from the earlier State programs Among adult
recipients, 32 percent of the aged and 27 percent of the
blind and disabled were transferred from the former

C Adults Blind and
ONversLon
Total disabled
status Blind and
Aged disabled children
Number of recipients
Total 201932 | 83722 92 516 25 694

Transferees from
former State

assistance
Programs 1187719 | 64 022 54 319 438
New awardees 83 153§ 19700 38 197 25 256
Percentage distnbution
Total 1000 415 458 127

Transferees from
former State

asststance
programs 588 317 269 2
New awardees 411 97 189 125

programs Duisabled children under age 18 were not
eligible for payments under the old assistance programs
When all blind and disabled recipients are considered
(adults and children), 31 percent can be counted as new
accesstons to the S8I rolls

Table 4.—Number and percentage distribution of SSI
recipients receiving institutional care covered by
Medicaid, by age and reason for eligibility, June 1977

Age Total Aged Blind and disabled
Total number 201,932 183,722 118 210
Total percent 100 0 415 585
1-10 23 23
11-20 107 107
2140 178 178
41-64 199 199
65-7% 290 216 74
80 and over 202 198 4

!Includes 59 cases not distributed by age

Age

About one-half (49 percent) of the recipients 1n the
study were aged 65 and over Most of them received
payments as aged individuals, but slightly more than 7
percent of the aged mndividuals received their payments
under the blind and disabled category {table 4)?
Thirty-eight percent of the recipients were aged 21-64,
and the remaimng 13 percent were under age 21

Among the aged in institutions, a somewhat larger
proportion (20 percent) were aged 80 and over than the

3Where the State payment standard for federally admimstered State
supplementation for the blind and disabled 1s higher than the standard
for the aged, persons aged 65 and over who are blind or disabled may
be classified under the category with the higher payment
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Table 5.—Number and percentage distribution of SSI
reciptents receiving 1nstitutional care covered by
Medicaid, age, and sex, by reason for ehgibility, June
1977

Total Blind and
L an
Age Aged disabled
Number Percent isanle
Total 201 932 100 41 59
Under 21 26 333 13 13
21-64 76 233 38 38
65 and over 99 366 49 41 8
Men 80 953 40 11 29
Under 21 15 561 8 8
21-64 35975 18 18
65 and over 29417 14 11 3
Women 120 979 60 30 30
Under 21 10 772 5 5
21-64 40 258 20 20
65 and over 69,949 35 30 5

proportion 1n this age group 1n the total $SI population
(15 percent) 4

Children under age 21 represented only 3 percent of
all SSI recipients, compared with 13 percent of the
institutionalized (table 5) This higher percentage re-
flects the extension of Federal aid to disabled children
under age 18 who were not covered under the old APTD
programs More important, under the new provisions,
the SSI program 1s more likely to include children who
suffer from mental retardation and other physical and
mental disabilities that require medical care and treat-
ment 1n an institutional environment

Sex

Of all institutionalized SSI recipients, about 60 per-
cent were women, almost equally divided between the
categories of aged and disabled, as table 5 shows
Almost three times as many men were disabled as were
aged Among all SSI recipents in December 1976,
about 65 percent were women Slightly more of the
women were aged than were disabled, and most of the
men were disabled

Marital Status

Virtually the entire population of 1nstitutionalized SSI
recipients was reported 1n the combined classifica-
tion—single, widowed, or divorced (table 6) Less than
1 percent were reported as *‘marned and/or separated *’

State Variations

The States vaned considerably in percentages of §SI
recipients in nstitutions—from a high of 17 percent 1n

*The age distribution data for the total SSI population are from
Program and Demographic Characteristics of Supplemental Se-
curity Beneficlaries, December 1976, Social Security Admimstra-
tion, Office of Research and Statistics, December 1977

Table 6.—Number and percentage distribution of 351
recipients recerving institutional care covered by
Medicaid, by mantal status and reason for ehgibility,
June 1977

Bhind and
Marital status Teotal Aped dllsablzrél
Total number 201,932 83,722 118,210
Total percent 1000 415 58 5
Single/widowed/divorced 99 4 411 583
Mamed 5 4 2
Separated ] Q]

TLess than O Ot percent

Minnesota to a low of 1 percent in West Virgima (table
7) Only eight States—Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Okla-
homa, Nebraska, South Dakota, Utah, and
Wisconsin—had more than 10 percent of SSI recipients
receiving institutional care covered by Medicaid These
States also had comparatively higher percentages of
their aged, blind, and disabled caseloads in mstitutions
under the former public assistance programs than did
most other States

About one-half of all institutionalized SSI recipients
were 1n eight States—Califorma, Illinois, Louisiana,
New York, Oklahoma, Pennsylvama, Texas, and Wis-
consin Forty-nine percent of the aged, 51 percent of the
blind and disabled adults, and 58 percent of blind and
disabled children were 1n these eight States

Although for the Nation as a whole a larger propor-
tion of the mstitutionalized Medicaid recipients receiv-
ing federally admimistered SSI payments were disabled,
m 15 States® the majority of these SSI recipients were
aged (table 8)

Federally administered State supplementary pay-
ments® were made to almost 8,000 recipients (about 4
percent of the institutionalized) 1n 27 States during the
study month (table 9) 7 About 61 percent of the recip-
tents were aged and 39 percent were blind or disabled
The majority of recipients (72 percent) were 1n
Louisiana, Massachusetts, and New York Mas-
sachusetts had the largest percentage of reciptents re-
cewving State supplementary payments, followed by
Louisiana and New York

¥ Alabama, Delaware, District of Columbia, Flornda, Maine, Mis
sissippi, Missouri, New Hampshire, New Jersey, North Dakota,
Ohio, Tennessee, Texas, West Virgima, and Wyoming

$Data on State-administered supplementation to persons in various
types of facilities with patients receiving Medicaid payments are not
available For a description of State supplementation programs, see
Donald E Rigby and Malcolm H Mornison, *‘The Supplemental
Secunity Income Program for the Aged, Blind, and Disabled, Selected
Characteristics of State Supplementation Programs,”” Social Security
Adminstration, Office of Research and Statistics, 1975

7All federally admimstered State supplementary payments to the
msttutionalized 1n the study month were mandatory No State with
federally admimstered State supplementation provided optional
supplementation to SSI recipients receiving institutional care n
facihities covered by Medicard payments
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Table 7 —Total number of recipients receiving SSI
payments and number and percent recetving institutional
care covered by Medicaid, by State (ranked by percent
1n 1nstitutions), June 1977

Recipients
State In institutions
Total
Total number | Percent

Total 4219 320 201,932 48
Minnesota 35838 6 207 173
Utah 8 443 1,429 169
Kansas 22624 3 450 152
Nebraska 14,502 1776 122
Wisconsin 66 390 7 381 111
South Dakota 8 537 M7 111
Towa 27,269 2 843 104
Oklahoma 78 399 7979 102
Connecticut 22 522 2233 99
Colorado 33357 3130 94
North Dakota 7 348 678 92
Oregon 23 860 2 207 92
Ilinois 129 052 11,744 91
New Hampshire 5 361 459 86
Montana 7,698 657 85
Rhode Island 15 551 1273 82
Idaho 8 008 632 79
Indiana 41 040 3181 17
Texas 271 928 19 064 70
Alaska 3082 209 68
Washington 48 149 3121 64
Michigan 116 735 6 963 60
Pennsylvanta 163 145 9 553 59
Wyoming 2225 128 57
Arkansas 84 911 4 803 57
Massachusetts 130 422 7039 54
Yermont 8 647 447 52
Maryland 47 754 2463 52
Chuo 125193 6515 52
New York 384 198 19,759 51
Lowsiana 148 443 7 085 48
Virginta 78 105 3 498 45
Georgia 159 631 6 983 44
Nevada 5842 225 38
Matne 23073 818 35
New Jersey 79 675 2 551 32
Missoun 93 546 2 848 30
Tennessee 134 086 3984 30
Alabama 141 361 4124 29
New Mexico 25938 757 29
Delaware 6772 178 2n
Cahforma 680 654 17 676 26
South Carolina 82 (46 2093 25
Kentucky 96 571 2219 23
Hawart 9435 201 21
North Carolina 144 896 2936 20
Mississipp 119 337 2073 17
Flonda 161 378 2826 17
Dustrict of Colurnbia 14 764 156 11
West Virgiua 42 410 427 i0
Anzona' 28 569 4 &

!State does not have a Medicaid program, represents rec'pients in private
and county eperated nursing homes
ZLess than 0 1 percent

Payments
In June 1977, Federal SSI payments to these recip-
ients totaled $6 1 million Of this amount, $5 9 million
represented Federal SSI payments and $214,000 feder-
ally admimistered State supplementation (table 10)
About half of all payments (51 percent) went to persons
in eight States—Califormia, Illinots, Massachusetts,

Michigan, New York, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, and
Texas

Table 8.—Number of SSI recipients receving institu-
tional care covered by Medicaid, by reason for ehigibil-
ity and State, June 1977

State Total Aged Bdlllsﬁﬂ?dd

Total 201 932 83,722 118 210
Alabama 4,124 2 950 1,174
Alaska 209 32 177
Anzona' 4 2 2
Arkansas 4 803 1942 2,861
Califormia 17,676 4 790 12 886
Colorado 3130 1156 1,974
Connecticut 21233 1051 1182
Delaware 178 122 56
District of Columbia 156 79 77
Flonida 2826 1,831 995
Georgla 6 983 2,965 4 018
Hawat 201 78 123
Idaho 632 190 447
Ilinoss 11 744 3,024 8720
Indiana 3181 1,291 1 890
Towa 2843 1146 1697
Kansas 3,450 895 2555
Kentucky 2219 1 026 1193
Louisiana 7 085 2,824 4 261
Maine 813 436 382
Matyland 2463 1 085 1,378
Massachusetts 7,039 2 796 4243
Michigan 6963 2,385 4 578
Minnesota 6207 1,488 4119
Mississippy 2073 1,391 682
Missoun 2 848 1 449 1399
Montana 657 239 418
Nebraska 17176 661 1115
Nevada 225 8S 140
New Hampshire 459 273 186
New Jersey 2551 1,572 979
New Mexico 757 77 480
New York 19 759 9034 10 125
North Carolina 2936 1264 1,672
North Dakota 678 417 261
Ohio 6515 3329 3186
Oklahoma 7979 3,837 4 142
Oregon 2207 484 1723
Pennsylvama 9553 4016 5,537
Rhode Island 1273 429 844
South Carolina 2093 1,007 1,086
South Dakota 947 399 548
Tennessee 3,984 2070 1,914
Texas 19 064 10 568 8,496
Utah 1,429 276 1153
Vermont 447 162 285
Virgima 3 498 1231 2267
Washington 3,121 1,145 1976
West Virginna 427 o7 120
Wisconsin 7381 2147 5234
Wyoming 128 69 59

1State does not have a Medicard program represents tecipients in private and
county operated nursing homes

Of all Federal SSI payments and State supplementary
payments made, 58 percent went to the disabled and
blind and 42 percent to the aged Fifty-two percent of
the small amount of State supplementation went to the
disabled and blind, 48 percent went to the aged All but
5 percent of these payments went to recipients tn eight
States—Califormia, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Michi-
gan, Mississippi, New York, Pennsylvania, and Wis-
consin

The majonty of all Federal SSI payments (93 percent)
were at the 323 maximum (table 11) For the 3 percent
of payments amounting to less than $25, the payment
was reduced because recipients had excess monthly
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Table 9.—Number of SSI recipients receiving institu-
tional care covered by Medicaid and receiving State
supplementation, by State and reason for eligibility,
June 1977

State Total Aged l:?a%l:;d

Total 7 857 4,788 3,069
Arkansas 2 1 1
Califorma 743 280 4 463
Connecticut I 1
Delaware 1 1
Dastrict of Columbia 1 1
Georgia 16 13 3
Hawau 7 3 4
Iowa 7 2 s
Kansas 8 4 4
Louisiana 1002 996 6
Maine 23 13 10
Maryland 7 4 3
Massachusetts 2736 1622 1,114
Michigan 115 73 42
Mussissippt k)| 457 114
Montana 5 5
Nevada ] 8
New Jersey 15 13 2
New York 1,952 1,046 906
Ohio 5 2 3
Pennsylvama 86 39 47
Rhaode Island 19 7 12
South Dakota 2 1 1
Tennessee 2 2
Vermont 9 k] 6
‘Washungton 413 163 250
Wisconsin 101 35 66

mcome beyond the standard SSI “*disregard’” of $20 per
month Payments of more than $25 (4 percent) resulted
from payment adjustments following changes from
noninstitutional to institutional living arrangements ®
Most of the recipients among the small proportion (4
percent) who received a State supplementary payment
also received the maximum Federal S5I payment for a
combined payment amount of more than $25 but less
than $50

Other Income and Resources

For the majority (97 percent) of persons recemving
institutional care covered by Medicaid, Federal SSI
payments and/or supplementary payments constituted
their only source of income In addition, most reported
having no resources A small number of the in-
stitutionalized, however, recetved other unearned in-
come from several sources and reported ownership of
various resources

Unearned Income

Fewer than 6,000 persons, or about 3 percent of the
mstitutionalized recerving SSI payments, also received

8 An SSI recipient transferred to an instituttonal living arrangement
continues to receive the higher payment amount for the former Living
arrangement for the month 1n which the transfer occurs For the
following month the payment 1s reduced to reflect the new living
arrangement

Table 10.—Amount of Federal SSI payments and feder-
ally administered State supplementation to SSI recip-

lents receiving mstitutional care covered by Medicaid,
by State, June 1977

Federal State
State Total 881 supplementation

Total $6 155 495 $5 941 889 $213 606
Alabama 117 963 117 963
Alaska 5,931 5,931
Anzona 253 253
Arkansas 136,594 136 490 104
Cahforma 625 808 539 832 85976
Colorado 91 053 9] 053
Connectrcut 71,273 T0 745 528
Delaware 6,018 5931 87
Distnict of Columbia 4 696 4 593 103
Flonda 91,848 91,848
Georgla 195 056 tod £17 939
Hawan 7,118 6,401 717
Idaho 18 334 18 334
Iinois 364 057 364 057
Indiana 91 041 93041
Towa 79 107 78 385 722
Kansas 96,211 96,013 198
Kentucky 73,472 73,472
Lowisiana 210 489 207 434 3,055
Matne 27,785 26 988 797
Maryland 78 286 77 872 414
Massachusetts 275 9% 223 349 52 645
Michigan 233,211 224 242 8 969
Minnesota 169 090 169 050
Mississippt 68 696 63 207 5 489
Missouri 98 181 98,181
Montana 20,347 19,715 632
Nebraska 49 299 49 299
Nevada 9931 8024 1907
New Hampshire 13,260 13 260
New Jersey 82 380 80 863 1517
New Mexico 22135 22135
New York 596 810 566 335 30475
North Carolina 87 624 87 624
North Dakota 19 256 19 256
Ohio 210,890 209 502 1388
Oklahoma 212940 212 940
Oregon 64,929 64 929
Pennsylvama 275 226 269 702 5524
Rhode Island 37,978 37,409 569
South Carolina 61 696 6l 696
South Dakota 26 608 26 346 262
Tennessee 113 544 113 396 148
Texas 536 604 536 604
Utah 3923 39 231
Vermont 12 840 12,349 491
Virgima 104 156 104,156
Washington 92,851 90,374 2,477
West Virgima 13,580 13 580
Wisconsin 208 085 200 612 7473
Wyoming 3,730 3,730

some additional unearned income durning the study
month (table 12) For the total S5I population receiving
federally administered payments, a much larger propor-
tion (about 60 percent) had income other than SSI
payments in December 1976

The most notable difference between the in-
stitutionalized and the total SSI population was 1n the
receipt of social security benefits Fifty-two percent of
all SSI recipients recerved such payments, compared
with 0 9 percent of recipients receiving institutional care
covered by Medicaid This difference reflects the fact
that, to receive the SSI payment as a resident of an
mstitution, the maximum allowable social security
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Table 11.—Number and percentage distribution of SSI
recipients receiving institutional care covered by
Medicaid, by the amount of Federal SSI payments and
State supplementation, June 1977

Table 12.—SSI recipients recewving institutional care
covered by Medicaxd Number and percent 1n concurrent
receipt of other unearned income, by source of income
and reason for eligibility, June 1977

Federal SSI payments Blind and
State Source of Total Aged disabled
supplementation Less than More than ncome !
Total | None $25 §25 §25 Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number ; Percent
Number of recipients Total 201,932 1000 83,722 4151118210} 3585
Total 201,932 90 6,390 188,041 7411 Income from one or
more Sources 3,765 29 2205 11 3 560 18
None 194 075 6,338 181 470 6,267 Social secunty
Less than $23% 6 671 24 40 6,428 179 benefits 1747 9 180 1 1 567 8
$25 or more 1186 66 12 143 965 Cther 4054 20| 2055 10| 2039 10
Percentage distnbution 1Recipents recerving social security benefits and income from other sources
are counted tn both categories
Total 1000 (M 32 931 37
None 96 1 31 89 0 31 Table 13, -~Number and percentage distribution of SSI
i;;“otr“:offs 3 8; 8 3 f ; recipients in Medicaid institutions, by type of resource
and reason for eligibility, June 1977

"Less than 0 05 percent

benefit must be less than $45 per month Persons having
more than this amount are not eligible to receive an SSI
payment because their countable income (after the
standard $20 disregard) exceeds the SSI payment stand-
ard of $25 per month For most SSI recipients with
soctal security benefits, the benefit amount 1s more than
$45 Thus, when such persons enter institutions, they
are not likely to be eligible for an SSI payment while
they are 1n the 1nstitution

The remainder of those with unearned immcome (about
2 percent of all recipients) recerved such income from
several sources—including veterans’ compensation and
pensions, support from absent parents, employment-
related pensions, rents, interest and dividends {com-
bined), and other income including payments in cash or
in kind for which the source was not available or which
could not be classified within established codes

Resources

About 8,000 recipients or just 4 percent of the in-
stitutionalized owned various resources, including
homes, life insurance, automobiles, and 1ncome-
producing property (table 13) Overall, more than one-
half of these recipients owned homes and nearly one-
third retained ownership of life insurance The aged
represented 71 percent of those having resources, with
more than two-thirds owning homes and one-fourth
having life insurance The disabled and blind constituted
only 29 percent of those with resources Almost one-
half of these recipients owned life insurance, about
one-fourth were homeowners, and another fourth owned
a vehicle

Representative Payees

SSI payments to persons 1n instituttons may be made
directly to the recipient or to a representative payee such

Type of resource Total | Aged Blind and disabled
Total number 7,953 | 5,616 2,337
Total percent 100 100 100
Home 55 67 28
Vehicle 13 7 26
Life insurance 30 24 45
Income-producing property 2 2 1

as a relative, an institution, or other agency ? In August
1977, of 216,000 SSI recipients 1n mstitutions, 88,000
(41 percent) received thewr SSI payments directly (table
14) ' The remainder, 128,000 (59 percent) had repre-
sentative payees The majomty of these representative
payees (41 percent) were Institutions, about 12 percent
were relatives of recipients Among persons with repre-
sentative payees specified, almost three-fifths resided 1n
State/local government-operated facilities {mental and
nonmental), two-fifths were in private proprietary in-
stitutions, and the remainder were 1n voluntary nonprofit

?Data on representative payments and types of institutions by
category of eligihhty were not available for June 1977 Data for
August 1977 were derived from a file of the SSI statistical system

!®Persons receiving SSI payments directly were in proprietary,
nonprofit, or nonmental (State/local government-operated) faciliues
Distribution data by type of facility are not available for thus popula-
tion

Table 14.—Number and percentage distribution of SSI
recipients receiving institutional care covered by
Medicaid, by representative payee status, August 1977

Status Number Percent

Total 216088 100 0
‘With direct payment 87,963 407
With representative payee 128,123 593
Specified 122,208 366
Instination 87,522 405
Relative 24 930 115
Social agency ot public official 4 600 21
Other 5156 24

Not specified 5915 27
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Table 15.—SSI recipients receiving institutional care
covered by Medicaid Number and percentage distribu-
tion with representative payee, by type of mstitution and
reason for eligibility, August 1977

Adults Blind and

Type of I
msnﬁnon Total Aged | Blind and d;‘s;‘ti:ll:d
g disableg |  Chuldren

Total number with

Tepresentative payee 122208 | 37,678 58 892 25638

Total percent 100 0 308 482 210
State and local government 573 115 219 179
Mental 515 93 251 172
Nonmental 58 22 28 7
Propnetary 405 187 192 26
Voluntary nonprofit 22 6 11 3

homes (table 15) Thirty-one percent of the rectpients
with representative payees were aged, 48 percent were
blind or disabled adults, and 21 percent were blind or
disabled children

The majority of the aged were m proprietary homes
while a smaller group resided 1n State/local government
mental institutions For the adult blind and disabled, this
residence pattern was reversed and the majonty were
Iving 1n State/local government mental institutions and
a substantial minority 1n proprietary homes and nstitu-
tions For blind and disabled children, most were 1n
State/local government mental mstitutions with a small
minonty 1n proprietary and voluntary nonprofit institu-
tions

Summary

Persons receiving institutional care covered by
Medicaid and SSI payments constitute a unique and
highly disadvantaged population, representing about 5
percent of all SSI reciprents The majority of these
persons—57 percent—were disabled, and 42 percent
were recewving their payments because of age Almost
all recipients (87 percent) were adults The majority of
the institutionalized were transferred to the SSI program
from former State assistance programs About half of all
mmstitutionalized recipients were aged 65 or over Sixty
percent of the recipients were single, widowed, or di-
vorced women One-half of all institutionalized recip-
lents were t cight States In most States, less than 10
percent of all SSI recipients were 1n nstitutions but the
proportion varied considerably from State to State

Federal monthly payments of $6 1 million were made
to mstitutionalized recipients Almost all this amount
was for Federal SSI payments, with less than 3 percent
representing federally administered State supplementa-
tion

Virtually all insttutionalized recipients (93 percent)
received Federal SSI payments of only $25 per month
(the maximum permitted by law} that represented their
scle income The few State supplementary payments
were usually less than $25 per month Less than five
percent of the institutionalized recewved income or
owned resources Most recipients had representative
payees—mainly State and local government mental
facilities and prrvate proprietary institutions
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