Income of New Disabled-Worker
Beneficiaries and Their Families:
Findings From the New Beneficiary Survey

by Michael D. Packard*

In 1982, disabled workers who came on the social security dis-
ability insurance rolls from mid-1980 to mid-1981 had median
monthly incomes of less than $500 if they were unmarried and less
than $1,300 if they were married. These median monthly income
levels, which include the income of a spouse and minor children if
present, are roughly half those of the noninstitutionalized popula-
tion aged 25-64. Social security benefits are the most important
source of income for disabled workers and their families: They ac-
count for 40 percent of the total family income of married disabled
workers and 65 percent of the total income of unmarried disabled
workers. Social security benefits provide at least half of all income
for more than 80 percent of unmarried disabled-worker benefici-
aries and for 50 percent of the married beneficiaries.

For married disabled-worker beneficiaries, earnings of the
spouse are the second most important income source. Spousal
earnings account for 28 percent of total income. Pensions and asset
income each account for about 10 percent of total income for these
married beneficiaries.

Earnings are not an important source of income for unmarried
disabled-worker beneficiaries for whom they amount to only about
3 percent of total income. Pensions, asset income, and public
transfers each account for about 10 percent of total income of the

unmarried beneficiaries.

Social security disability insurance (DI) benefits are
available to insured workers who are unable to engage in
substantial gainful activities because of medically deter-
minable physical or mental impairments that are expected
to last for a continuous period of at least 12 months or
that are expected to result in death. These benefits are in-
tended as partial replacement of the earnings lost because
of the worker’s disability. Disability insurance benefits
were never intended to be the sole source of income for
disabled workers and their families. It was envisioned
that these benefits would supplement or be supplemented
by the earnings of other members of the disabled worker’s
household, by pension income, and/or by income from
assets accumulated by the worker before he or she became
disabled. The Social Security Administration’s (SSA’s)
administrative files do not, as a rule, contain data on the
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total income of beneficiaries.! To gather this information,
SSA conducts surveys of its beneficiary populations.

The most recent detailed data on income sources and
levels for new disabled-worker beneficiaries and their
families are available for 1982. In that year, SSA con-
ducted its New Beneficiary Survey (NBS)? to obtain infor-
mation on a wide range of characteristics from a sample
of 17,155 beneficiaries who first became entitled to social
security benefits from mid-1980 to mid-1981 and a sample
of 1,444 persons aged 65 or older who were eligible for
retired-worker benefits but had not yet received those ben-
efits by mid-1982. Almost 30 percent of the sample were

!Administrative records contain some information on workers’ com-
pensation and certain other publicly administered disability benefits
in addition to the data on earnings from covered employment.

2For a description of the NBS design, see Linda Drazga Maxfield,
‘“The 1982 New Beneficiary Survey: An Introduction,”’ Social Security
Bulletin, November 1983, pages 3-11.
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individuals entitled to benefits because of disability. This
article presents an overview of the sources and levels of
monthly income received by these disabled-worker bene-
ficiaries and their families in late 1982.

Personal interviews were conducted in October-Decem-
ber 1982 with a nationally representative sample of se-
lected new disabled-worker beneficiaries, drawn from
SSA’s Master Beneficiary Record, who became entitled
to DI benefits from July 1980 to June 1981. The inter-
views were conducted 18-30 months after their entitlement
to DI benefits, which allowed the beneficiaries a period
of adjustment to their new status. The income data reflect
the respondents’ reported income sources and total income
at the time of interview, not at the time of first benefit
receipt. Most of the other variables of primary interest,
including marital status and family size, are also measured
at the time of the interview. However, the age variable
used in this study is the beneficiary’s age at entitlement,
which is approximately 18-30 months younger than the
age at the time of the interview.

The NBS disabled-worker sample and the population
it represents excludes those disabled workers who died
between the time of entitlement and the time of interview
and those who were institutionalized at the time they
would have been interviewed. Respondents who had re-
covered and those who, at the time of interview, were
no longer receiving DI benefits for reasons other than con-
version to retired-worker benefits are not included in this
study. (When disabled-worker beneficiaries attain age 65,
their benefits are converted automatically to retired-worker
benefits. The benefit level generally remains the same.)
These beneficiaries are included in the study because it is
assumed that if this conversion were not automatic they
would have been receiving DI benefits when they were in-
terviewed. The respondent sample used in this study,
therefore, represents a population of about 213,000 (about
7,000 of whom had had their DI benefits converted to
retired-worker benefits).

Compared with the noninstitutionalized population aged
18-64, this disabled-worker beneficiary population was

more likely to be male (70 percent, compared with 49 per-
cent), more likely to be aged 55-64 (52 percent, compared
with 16 percent), more likely to be married if male (74
percent, compared with 63 percent), but less likely to be
married if female (49 percent, compared with 62 percent)
(table 1). That men are more likely than women to become
disabled-worker beneficiaries is not surprising given that
they are more likely to be in the labor force and given that
there is an insured-status requirement (discussed below)

to qualify for disabled-worker benefits. The lower propor-
tion of married persons among the female disabled workers
can also be at least partly explained by the higher labor-
force participation rate for unmarried women than for mar-
ried women.

The average household size was slightly less than 3
persons for the married new disabled-worker beneficiaries
and a little more than 2 persons for the unmarried. Almost
half (44 percent) of the unmarried beneficiaries lived alone
(table 2). Nineteen percent lived with their child or chil-
dren, but only 4 percent lived soley with children under
age 19. Another 19 percent lived with parents, 13 percent
with brothers or sisters, 14 percent with other relatives,
and 11 percent with nonrelatives. Obviously some overlap
occurs across categories. Unmarried women were more
likely than unmarried men to be living alone or with their
children, especially children over age 18. Unmarried men,
on the other hand, were more likely than unmarried
women to be living with their parents, siblings, or unre-
lated persons.

What is important is that more than half (51 percent)
of the unmarried disabled-worker beneficiaries lived in a
household with at least one other adult aged 19 or older.
These other adults very possibly provide income and other
types of support that aid the disabled worker. Income
of adults other than the respondent and his or her spouse
are not well measured in the NBS. Levels of nonfinancial
support are not measured at all.

Of the married new disabled-worker beneficiaries, more
than half (52 percent) lived with their spouse only. Almost
all the rest (44 percent) lived with their spouse, children,

Table 1.—Number and percentage distribution of disabled-worker beneficiaries and noninstitutionalized population aged
18-64, by sex, age at first payable benefit, and marital status

Men, aged Women, aged
Marital status Total Total 18A44| 45~54| 55-59 \ 60-64 Total I 18441 45—54] 55A59T 60-64
NBS disabled-worker beneficiaries
Total number (in thousands) ... .. .. 213 150 34 37 44 35 63 14 17 19 13
Total percent ... ... ... .. ... 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Married. .. ... ... .o 66 74 50 79 82 83 49 42 53 49 50
Unmarried ....... ... ... . ... ... .. 34 26 50 21 18 17 51 58 47 51 50
Noninstitutionalized population

Total number (in thousands) ..... .. 141.328 68,832 47,858 10,721 10,253 72,496 49.280 11,484 11,732

Total percent ................... 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

Married. .. ... ..o 62 63 54 82 86 62 58 75 68

Unmarried .......... ... ... ... ..., 38 37 46 18 14 38 42 25 32

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982, and Current Population Reports, Series P20, number 380, table 1.
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Table 2.—Household composition of disabled-worker ben-
eficiaries, by marital status and sex

Unmarried Married
Total I MenlWomen Total l Men]Women

Household composition

Average househoid

size ... 2.2 2.3 2.1 2.9 3.0 2.7
Living with:!
Noone............. 44 42 47
Spouse only. ........ 52 51 59
Children under
age 19, total ... .. 8 6 11 27 29 19
| 5 4 7 14 14 12
2 2 1 3 7 8 5
3ormore......... 1 1 2 6 7 2
Other relatives, total . . . . 42 43 41 28 29 27
Children aged
19orolder....... 13 7 19 23 24 20
Parents........... 19 24 13 3 3 3
Siblings . ......... 13 17 9 1 1 2
Other............ 14 13 15 6 6 7
Nonrelatives ..... ... 11 15 8 1 1 1

'A household may qualify for inclusion in more than one category.
Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982.

and perhaps other persons. Only 19 percent, however,
lived just with their spouse and children under age 19.
Married female disabled-worker beneficiaries were more
likely than their male counterparts to be living with their
spouse only. Married male beneficiaries were more likely
to live with their spouse and children.

Disability Program Criteria

To qualify for disabled-worker benefits, a person has
to meet both specific insured-status requirements and the
relatively strict definition of disability stipulated in the
law. To meet the insured-status requirements, a person
generally must have worked in social security covered
employment for at least 5 years in the 10 years preceding
the disability. The definition of disability used by SSA
is the inability to engage in any substantial gainful activity
(SGA) by reason of a medically determinable physical
or mental impairment that can be expected to result in
death or that has lasted or can be expected to last for a
continuous period of not less than 12 months. To be con-
sidered disabled, a person must not only be unable to per-
form his or her previous work or work commensurate
with the previous work but also must not be able to engage
in any other kind of substantial gainful work that exists
in the national economy. In making a determination of dis-
ability, the worker’s impairment or impairments must
be the primary reason for his or her inability to engage
in SGA, although age, education, and work experience
can also be taken into consideration. The term ‘‘substantial
gainful activity™’ is used to describe a level of work ac-
tivity that is productive and yields or usually yields re-
muneration or profit.

It is clear that a person who becomes entitled to dis-
abled-worker benefits essentially must be unable to do any

work at all. However, the health status of many disabled-
worker beneficiaries may improve as they convalesce

and some of them eventually will be able to return to
work. Disabled-worker beneficiaries who continue to meet
the medical criteria for disability are allowed a 9-month
{not necessarily consecutive) trial work period that permits
them to attempt to return to work without the loss of their

Angeaton oo Aol o

these 9 months are disregarded in determining whether the

disability ceased during the trial work period, although

medical evidence may still demonstrate recovery before
the ninth month of trial work.

Work in and of itself does not necessarily signal the
end of a disability. The level of sustainable earnings this
work generates is also considered before DI benefits are
terminated. The following earnings criteria were estab-
lished by SSA as reasonable indications of whether or not
a disabled-worker beneficiary is engaged in SGA: Earnings
as an employee averaging more than $300 per month will
ordinarily demonstrate that an individual can engage in
SGA and should be removed from the disabled-worker
rolls; earnings averaging less than $190 per month will
ordinarily demonstrate that an individual has not engaged
in SGA; average earnings of $190 to $300 per month will
require that consideration be given to all circumnstances
related to the work activity. Blind disabled workers have
a special SGA level equal to the earnings test threshold
for retired workers aged 65 or older. In 1982, this special
SGA level was $500 per month.

It is possible that some current disabled-worker benefici-
aries will report earnings from their own work. About
4 percent of the disabled-worker beneficiaries in the NBS
reported they received earnings in the 3 months preceding
the interview.

Sources of Income

The NBS included questions about sources and amounts
of income received by the disabled worker and others
living in his or her household for the 3 months preceding
the month of interview (table A). Detailed information
on sources and levels of income was obtained, generally
separately, for the worker and his or her spouse. Data
for an abbreviated set of income sources were gathered
for the disabled worker’s children under age 19. The dis-
abled worker also estimated the total monthly income
received by each additional member of the househoid.

The income measure used in this study is the sum of
the reported incomes of the disabled worker, his or her
spouse if present, and his or her children under age 19
if any are present in the household. The incomes of others
in the household, whether related to the disabled worker
or not, are not included in this study. The primary reasons
for excluding the income of others in the household from
family income are that their income was not measured
in as comprehensive a manner as the income of the
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respondent, spouse, and minor children and that the sum-
mary questions concerning the income of others in the
household had high nonresponse rates. Another rationale
for excluding the income of others in the household is
that one of the categories for family income was ‘‘money
from relatives or others in the household.”’ Presumably
all monetary transfers to the family from others in the
household are picked up under this heading. It is probable
that in some households these other household members
pay the rent or mortgage, the utility bills, and/or buy food
for the entire household. The NBS did not attempt to as-
certain the existence or level of intrahousehold in-kind
transfers, and any such transfers that may exist are ignored
in this study.

Imputations were made for the receipt or level of in-
come when these items were missing for either the
disabled worker or the spouse. No imputations of income
receipt or amount were made for children under age 19
or for others in the household.?

The disabled-worker beneficiaries in the NBS reported
on family income that can be collapsed into 6 broad in-
come sources—social security benefits, assets, earnings,
pension income, other public transfers, and private trans-
fers and other income. In addition, information was col-
lected on the receipt of in-kind public transfers.

In table 3, the percent of disabled-worker families with
income from each of the 6 cash income categories is com-
pared with the percent of all 18-64 year-olds with income
from similar sources. The data for the population aged
18-64 were determined from person (individual) records
in the March 1983 Current Population Survey (CPS),

a survey that gathered information on income for 1982.

In the CPS, married couples are those in which either
spouse is aged 18-64. While not precisely analogous be-
cause of differences in questionnaire design, survey and
sampling methods, and the period for which income data
were collected, the data from the two surveys can be com-
pared to gain some insight about how the sources of in-
come for disabled workers and their spouses differ from
those of the general population.

As one would expect, families of disabled workers are
much more likely than the general population aged 18-
64 to receive social security benefits and pension income.
They are less likely to have earnings, income from assets,
or other income. The large proportion of disabled-worker
married couples with earnings is, as shall be seen later,
due primarily to the earnings of the nondisabled spouse.

3In addition to these imputations, the social security benefit amounts
reported on the NBS data tape were changed for a number of disabled
workers, spouses, and children under age 19. Most of these changes oc-
curred for one of two reasons. First, in a number of cases, nonreceipt
of benefits was reported in 1 month or more but administrative records
showed benefits were paid. In these cases, the reported zero benefits
were changed to the benefit levels reported in administrative records.
Second, in a smaller number of cases, multiple months benefits were re-
ported to have been received in 1 month. In these cases, the excess
benefits were removed. A listing of the changes to the social security
benefit amounts is available from the author.

Table 3.—Sources of income: Percent of disabled-worker
beneficiaries and noninstitutionalized population aged 18-
64, by income source, marital status, and sex

Unmarried
Married couples Unmarried men women
Source of income NBS CPS NBS CPS NBS CPS
Earnings ............. 46 96 7 83 6 74
Social security benefits. . 99 6 99 S 99 9
Pensions ............. 41 7 18 2 23 3
Asset income. ... ...... 60 69 29 40 39 42
Public transfers. . ... ... 19 23 27 16 30 21
Other................ 8 3 6 9 13 17

Source: New Beneficiary Survey (NBS), October-December 1982, and Current
Population Survey (CPS), March 1983.

The only surprising data in table 3 are those that show
that a smaller proportion of disabled-worker families than
the population in general have asset income. This finding
is especially surprising because the disabled workers are
older on average and one would expect them to have
accumulated more assets than their younger, nondisabled
counterparts. One possible explanation for their lower
receipt of asset income is that the disabled had to spend
down their assets to cover medical and other living ex-
penses. Whatever the explanation, the NBS disabled
workers did not have large asset holdings. In an earlier
analysis, it was found the median asset portfolio, exclud-
ing own home, for the NBS disabled-worker population
was only $400.4

Receipt of income from each of the six categories is
discussed below and is related to the age at which the
beneficiary received disabled-worker benefits.

Social Security Benefits

Almost all (more than 99 percent) of the disabled
workers in this study were receiving social security bene-
fits at the time of the NBS interview (table 4). This is
to be expected because those disabled-worker beneficiaries
who had recovered were removed from the sample. The
percent of disabled workers receiving social security bene-
fits is very stable across all age, sex, and marital status
categories.

Social security benefits can also be a source of income
for other members of the disabled worker’s family. Ob-
viously, these additional social security benefits will be
more important for families of married disabled-worker
beneficiaries because married beneficiaries are more likely
than unmarried beneficiaries to have dependent children
and children under age 185 and their spouses may be elig-

4See Martynas A. Ycas, ‘‘Asset Holdings of the Newly Disabled:
Findings From the New Beneficiary Survey,”’ Social Security Bulletin,
December 1986, pages 5—12.

5Children who become disabled before age 22 are also eligible for
a dependent’s benefit, as are children through age 18 who are attending
a secondary school. In 1982, children aged 18-22 were eligible for
a dependent’s benefit if they were attending a postsecondary school.
These benefits for student dependents have since been phased out.
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Table 4.—Social security benefit income: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries, their spouses, and their children under
age 19, by marital status, beneficiary status, sex, and age at first payable benefit

Men, aged Women, aged
Marital status and

person receiving benefits Total 1844 45-54 55-59 60-64 Total 1844 45-54 55-59 60-64
Married, total . ........... 99 99 99 100 100 100 99 100 100 100
Disabled worker. . ............ 99 99 99 100 100 100 99 100 100 100
Selfonly................ .. 60 25 62 73 64 47 40 62 49 31
Spouse ................ ... 36 65 33 26 35 38 m 28 50 69
As wife/husband. .. ... ... ... 23 59 24 13 12 0 W 0 0 0
As retired worker . ........ .. 8 @ 2 8 18 29 it 12 39 63
As disabled worker. .. ....... 4 2 4 5 5 10 W 16 10 6
Other/unknown. . ........... 1 3 2 1 1 @ W 0 @ 1
Child....................... 24 72 30 12 4 15 57 12 2 0
Unmarried, total . . .. ...... 99 98 99 99 100 99 99 9 100 99
Disabled worker. .. ........... 99 98 99 99 100 99 99 99 100 9
Selfonly.................. 94 92 93 94 98 92 76 95 99 98
Child....................... 5 6 S 6 2 7 23 4 1 1

Fewer than 50 cases.
2Less than 0.5 percent.

ible for benefits as dependents, retired workers, or dis-
abled workers. Benefits for a dependent are more common
among the families of young (under age 45) disabled-
worker beneficiaries than among those of older benefici-
aries (table 4). Almost 60 percent of the wives of young
married male disabled workers were receiving social
security benefits as dependents.6 Minor children were re-
ceiving social security benefits in more than 75 percent

of the disabled-worker households with children present.
As expected, the proportion of families receiving social
security benefits for a dependent decreased as the age of
the disabled-worker beneficiary increased. Also, as would
be expected, the proportion of spouses receiving benefits
as retired workers increased with the age of the married
disabled-worker beneficiary—from less than 1 percent for
all married beneficiaries under age 45 to more than 60
percent for the husbands of female beneficiaries and 18
percent for the wives of male beneficiaries over age 60.
This difference in the percent of spouses of older benefici-
aries with retired-worker benefits is explained largely

by the fact that husbands tend to be older than their wives
and, therefore, more husbands than wives are eligible

for retired-worker benefits.

Assets

The second most commonly reported source of income
for disabled-worker beneficiaries and their spouses was
asset income. For the purposes of this paper, asset income
comprises: interest from money market accounts, certifi-
cates of deposit, savings accounts, checking accounts, and
credit union accounts; interest from bonds; dividends from

®No husbands of female disabled-worker beneficiaries received social
security benefits as dependents, which is not surprising because less
than 1 percent of all dependent spouses of disabled-worker beneficiaries
are husbands.

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982.

stocks; net rental income; income from roomers or
boarders; income from an individual retirement account
(IRA) or Keogh account; income from annuities, life insur-
ance, or private disability insurance; and, income from
estates, trusts, or royalties. Information on amounts for
all but three asset income types was collected jointly for
married couples. Information about the other three asset
types (IRA cr Keogh; annuities, life insurance, or private
disability insurance; and estates, trusts, and royalties)
was collected separately for each spouse and combined
for this study.

Receipt of asset income is strongly related to age and
marital status and, for the unmarried, to sex (table 5).
Nearly 60 percent of all married-couple families had in-
come from assets, compared with only 33 percent of all
unmarried disabled-worker beneficiaries. This difference
in receipt of asset income by marital status may be par-
tially explained by the availability of earnings from the
nondisabled spouse in married couples. These earnings
complement disabled-worker benefits and may allow the
family to meet everyday living expenses without spending
down their assets.

As one would expect, families of older disabled-worker
beneficiaries (those headed by beneficiaries aged 55-64)
are more likely than those of younger ones to have income
from assets. (Across all four sex/marital status categories,
reported receipt of asset income was 15-20 percentage
points higher for families of older beneficiaries than for
those of younger beneficiaries.) Older beneficiaries have
had a longer worker life and more time to accumulate
assets.

Unmarried women beneficiaries were more likely than
unmarried men to report the receipt of asset income (39
percent and 29 percent, respectively). The receipt rate for
women was higher regardless of the reason for being sin-
gle (widowed, separated, divorced, or never married), but
was substantially higher for divorced women (37 percent,
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Table 5.—Asset income: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries and their spouses, by marital status, source of income, sex,
and age at first payable benefit

Men, aged Women, aged
Marital status and
type of asset income Total 18-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 Total 1844 45-54 55-59 60-64
Married, total . ........... 60 39 56 64 73 59 52 52 62 70
Interestincome . . ... ......... 57 35 51 61 70 57 47 51 60 68
Savings . ... 43 24 37 47 55 41 32 38 42 52
CD's ..o 18 8 14 20 27 17 10 13 22 23
Checking.................. 14 6 13 14 19 10 3 10 10 16
Money market ..., ... ..... 12 6 10 12 18 9 2 9 10 12
Creditunion . .............. 11 10 11 12 11 12 16 11 13 10
Bonds .................... 5 2 5 5 7 5 3 4 5 10
Annuities and
INSUrance. ... .............. 8 6 11 8 8 5 3 5 6 6
Dividends . .................. 8 3 8 7 10 7 4 8 6 10
Net rental income .. .. ......... 4 2 5 3 4 3 2 5 3 3
Roomers and boarders .. ....... 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 2 1 1
Estates and trusts ............. 1 0 1 1 i 1 1 1 0 1
IRA’s and Keogh
accounts .. ... 1 0 1 1 2 1 1 0 0 1
Unmarried, total . . ........ 29 21 30 31 47 39 28 37 45 48
Interestincome . .............. 27 20 29 29 43 35 25 34 39 45
Savings . .................. 20 16 21 22 29 26 19 26 30 32
CD’s ... 4 1 7 6 7 7 4 6 8 11
Checking. ................. 6 2 8 8 8 6 2 5 8 8
Money market ............. 4 2 4 6 9 6 3 4 8 10
Creditunion ............... 3 2 4 3 7 4 2 4 5 6
Bonds .................... 1 1 3 2 1 2 1 4 1 1
Annuities and
insurance.................. 2 2 2 4 4 4 1 4 6 3
Dividends ................... 2 1 2 1 3 3 2 3 3 4
Net rental income. . ........... 1 0 2 0 1 1 1 1 2 1
Roomers and boarders . ... ..... 1 1 1 1 3 2 1 2 3 2
Estates and trusts .. ........... 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 1
IRA’s and Keogh
accounts . ... ... ] 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982.
compared with 28 percent for divorced men) and never- Earnings

married women (45 percent, compared with 28 percent for

never-married men).

Among the components of asset income, interest from
savings accounts was by far the most commonly received:
It was reported consistently by two-thirds of those report-
ing any asset income. Interest income from sources other
than savings accounts was the second most commonly re-

ported source of asset income.

Approximately half of the married-couple families had

income from earnings, but only about 6 percent of the

unmarried beneficiaries did (table 6). In married-couple

families, the income earner was most often the spouse
of the disabled worker. Husbands of female disabled-
worker beneficiaries more frequently reported earnings

than did wives of male disabled-worker beneficiaries (52

Table 6.—Earned income: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries, their spouses, and their children under age 19, by marital
status, earner, sex, and age at first payable benefit

Men, aged Women, aged
Marital status and

person receiving earnings Total 1844 45-54 55-59 60-64 Total 1844 45-54 55-59 60-64
Mamed, total .. .......... 44 49 53 43 38 54 80 71 46 36
Disabled worker . . ............ 3 6 3 2 3 4 8 3 2 4
Spouse ......... D 41 46 49 41 35 52 77 70 45 34
Child....................... 2 3 3 2 1 1 5 3 0 0

More than 1 person
with earnings .. ............ 2 6 2 2 1 4 11 4 1 1
Unmarried, total . . . ....... 7 11 4 4 4 6 12 6 3 3
Disabled worker . ............. 7 11 4 4 4 5 11 4 3 3
Child....................... 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 3 0 0
Both persons with earnings . .. .. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October—December 1982,

10
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Table 7.—Pension income: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries and their spouses, by marital status, pension recipient,

sex, and age at first payable benefit

Men, aged Women, aged
Marital status Total ‘ 18-44 l 45-54 I 55-59 I 60-64 Total 18—44I 45-54 I 55—5;[ 60-64
Married, total .. ... ....... 42 17 38 50 53 38 12 32 48 53
Disabled worker . ............. 40 17 36 47 49 22 8 19 26 32
Selfonly .................. 38 17 36 44 45 13 8 14 14 14
Self and spouse. . ........... 2 0 1 3 4 9 0 5 11 18
Spouseonly ............ ... .. 2 0 1 2 3 16 4 13 22 21
Unmarried, total . . ........ 18 S 19 32 37 23 6 24 30 34

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October—December 1982.

percent and 41 percent, respectively). The percent of hus-
bands reporting earnings fell steadily with the age of the
disabled wife while that of wives remained fairly constant
until the disabled husband was over age 60.

Overall, fewer of the married disabled-worker benefici-
aries than of the unmarried reported ‘‘own earnings’’ (3
percent, compared with 6 percent), but most of the dif-
ference is accounted for by the higher reported receipt of
earnings by unmarried disabled-worker beneficiaries under
age 45. Eleven percent of unmarried beneficiaries under
age 45 reported earnings, compared with 7 percent of mar-
ried beneficiaries under age 45. Beyond age 45, the per-
centages of married and unmarried disabled-worker
beneficiaries reporting earnings are nearly identical.

Pensions

The sources of pension income included in the NBS
are pensions from State, local, or Federal government
employment; military pensions; railroad retirement bene-
fits; and pensions from private employers or unions. Pen-
sions may be received for either retirement or disability
and may be based on the employment record of either the
disabled worker or his or her current or former spouse.
Of the married couples, 40 percent reported receipt of pen-
sion income; only 20 percent of the unmarried persons
did so (table 7).

Of the 34 percent of the disabled workers who reported
pension income, slightly more than half said it was from
a disability pension. About 7 percent of those with pension
income did not state the reason for pension receipt (dis-
ability or retirement). The rest (42 percent) of the disabled-
worker beneficiaries indicated they received income from
retirement pensions, which is not surprising, given that
more than half the disabled-worker beneficiaries were aged
55 or older (table 1). Many pension plans allow for the
payment of full or reduced retirement benefits as early as
age 55. Some plans, most notably those covering the mili-
tary, police, and fire fighters, allow such payments with
no age restrictions after 20-25 years of service.

Almost 25 percent of the husbands of married female
disabled-worker beneficiaries reported receiving pension
income, compared with 4 percent of the wives of married

male disabled-worker beneficiaries. Retirement benefits
were the source of pension income for 80 percent of the
spouses of disabled workers who reported pension receipt.
Given that just over half the spouses receiving pension
income are husbands of female disabled-worker benefici-
aries aged 55-64, this finding is not surprising.

Among the disabled workers themselves, married men
were more than twice as likely as unmarried men to report
the receipt of pension income (40 percent and 18 percent,
respectively). However, pension receipt is strongly cor-
related with age and the gap in the proportions for married
and unmarried men narrows as they age. Marital status
made little difference in the receipt rates for women (22
percent for married beneficiaries and 23 percent for unmar-
ried beneficiaries).

Within married couples, the husband was usually more
likely than the wife to report pension income. When the
husband was the disabled worker, he was always more
likely than his wife to have a pension. However, when the
wife was the disabled worker, she was more likely to have
a pension only if she was under age 55 at the time of en-
titlement. After age 55, her husband was more likely to re-
port pension income. This last result is not unexpected.
Because husbands are usually somewhat older than their
wives, many husbands of older female disabled-worker
beneficiaries already will have reached retirement age and
thus will be receiving retirement pension income.

Other Public Transfers

Another source of income for disabled-worker families
is other public transfers, which include income from
means-tested programs (supplemental security income
(SSI) and State or local welfare programs (including aid
to families with dependent children (AFDC)), non-means-
tested programs (workers’ compensation, unemployment
compensation, and black lung benefits), and veterans’ ben-
efit programs, which include both means-tested benefits
(veterans’ pensions) and non-means-tested benefits
(veterans’ compensation). The veterans’ benefit data in
the NBS cannot be separated into means-tested and non-
means-tested components. As can be seen from table §,
other public transfer income is received by more unmarried
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Table 8.—Public transfer income (other than social security benefits): Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries, their spouses,
and their children under age 19, by marital status, type of income, sex, and age at first payable benefit

Men, aged Women, aged
Marital status and
type of transfer income Total 1844 45-54 55-59 60-64 Total 18-44 45-54 55-59 60-64
Married, total .. ...... .. .. 20 26 20 21 17 15 19 12 17 14
Means-tested. . . .............. 4 11 4 3 2 5 7 4 4 4
SSL ... 3 9 3 3 2 4 6 3 4 3
State welfare,
including AFDC . ... ... .. 2 5 2 1 1 1 2 1 0 1
Non-means-tested. . ........... 6 8 6 5 4 5 10 3 5 3
Workers’ compensation . . . ... 3 5 3 2 2 1 1 1 1 1
Unemployment compensation 2 3 2 2 1 4 10 1 3 2
Blacklung ................ 1 0 0 1 2 1 0 1 0 1
Veterans’ benefits. . ........... 12 7 12 14 11 6 3 5 8 9
Unmarried, total . . . ....... 27 31 27 19 25 30 39 32 24 27
Means-tested. . .. ............. 16 23 14 7 10 26 34 28 20 22
SSI . 15 22 13 6 10 24 31 27 19 21
State welfare,
including AFDC . ... ... ... 1 2 2 1 0 4 7 4 2 2
Non-means-tested. .. .......... 2 3 2 2 1 2 3 1 1 3
Workers’ compensation . . . ... 2 3 2 2 1 2 3 1 1 2
Unemployment compensation . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Blacklung ................ 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1
Veterans' benefits. .. .......... 9 5 11 9 15 3 2 k} 4 3

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October—December 1982.

disabled-worker beneficiaries than by married disabled-
worker beneficiaries. It is also reported most often by ben-
eficiaries who became entitled to social security disabled-
worker benefits before age 45.

Veterans’ benefits were the most commonly received
form of other public transfer income for married couples.
Veterans’ benefits can be paid for four different reasons.
Veterans’ compensation is paid to veterans who are dis-
abled as a result of an injury or illness incurred or aggra-
vated while on active military duty. Veterans’ pension
are means-tested payments made to wartime veterans with
limited income who are totally and permanently disabled
because of a condition not attributable to their military
service. Surviving spouses, children, and parents of serv-
ice persons or veterans who died from an illness or injury
incurred or aggravated by active military duty or from
a long-term non-service-connected disability may be elig-
ible for monthly cash benefits. Finally, means-tested
pensions may be paid to surviving spouses and children
of wartime veterans who died from non-service-connected
causes. The NBS data are not sufficiently detailed to allow
its measure of veterans’ benefits to be sorted into these
four categories.

Veterans’ benefits were received by 12 percent of the
couples in which the husband was the disabled-worker
beneficiary. Only 20 percent of these couples were receiv-
ing income from public transfers so veterans’ benefits
were the primary source of their other public transfer in-
come. Veterans’ benefits were also the primary source
of public transfer income for married-couple families in
which the wife was the disabled-worker beneficiary. Only
6 percent of these families had veterans’ benefit income,
however. Aside from veterans’ benefits, married disabled-

worker families were slightly more likely to report receipt
of non-means-tested public transfer income than of means-
tested income.

Among the unmarried disabled workers and their chil-
dren, SSI, a means-tested income source, was by far the
most often-reported source of other public transfer income.
It was received by 15 percent of all unmarried male bene-
ficiaries (56 percent of those reporting other public transfer
income) and by almost 25 percent of the unmarried female
beneficiaries (80 percent of those with public transfer in-
come). Veterans’ benefits were the second most common
source of public transfer payments for the unmarried men,
and State or local welfare programs were the second most
common source for the unmarried women.

Contributions from Others
and Other Income

Contributions from others include alimony and child
support as well as contributions from persons other than
the spouse both inside and outside the household. This
source of income was the least often mentioned for all sex/
marital status categories except for unmarried women.
More unmarried women received contributions from others
than received earnings (10 percent, compared with 6 per-
cent). Only 4 percent of the married couples and unmar-
ried men listed contributions from others among their
sources of income (table 9). Among all sex/marital status
groups, those under age 45 at first benefit receipt were
the most likely to have this source of income.

Other income is all cash income from sources not pre-
viously mentioned. Income from this catchall source was
reported by only 4 percent of the married disabled-worker
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Table 9.—Contributions from others and cash income not previously accounted for: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries
and their spouses, by marital status, source of income, sex, and age at first payable benefit

Men, aged Women, aged

Marital status and
source of income Total 18-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 Total 1844 45-54 55-59 60-64
Married, total . ........... 8 12 8 7 7 8 11 7 4 10
Contributions from others ... ... 3 8 3 2 2 4 9 5 2 1
Inhousehold............... 2 3 2 2 2 2 2 3 2 1
Outside household .. ........ 1 3 0 1 1 1 3 1 0 0
Alimony and/or child support 0 2 0 0 0 1 5 1 0 0
Other cash income . ........... 5 5 4 5 4 4 3 2 3 10
Unmarried, totat .. .. ...... 6 9 5 3 5 13 16 13 12 10
Contributions from others .. . ... 4 7 2 1 4 10 14 1t 10 6
Inhousehold............... 2 3 1 1 2 4 5 5 5 2
Outside household . ....... .. 2 4 1 0 2 4 6 4 3 3
Alimony and/or child support 0 0 0 0 1 2 4 3 2 1
Other cash income ............ 2 2 3 2 2 3 2 3 2 4

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982,

beneficiary families and by less than 3 percent of the un-
married beneficiaries.

In-Kind Transfers

Another important component of economic well-being
is in-kind income. The NBS asked about three types of
in-kind benefits, all means-tested—public housing or rent
subsidies, energy assistance, and food stamps. Data on
the cash value of these benefits were obtained only for
food stamps.

Unmarried disabled-worker beneficiaries were more
likely than married beneficiaries to receive income from
in-kind transfers (table 10). More than 20 percent of
unmarried male disabled-worker beneficiaries and 40 per-
cent of unmarried female disabled-worker beneficiaries
received at least one form of in-kind transfer income, com-
pared with 13 percent of the married male disabled-worker
beneficiaries and 8 percent of the married female disabled-
worker beneficiaries. Food stamps were the most often
reported form of in-kind income. They were received by
at least half of those receiving any in-kind transfers, re-
gardless of sex or marital status. Energy assistance was

also reported by almost half those reporting any in-kind
transfers, but housing subsidies were consistently less
commonly received. In general, for all sex/marital status
categories, receipt of in-kind transfers declined as the
age of the disabled worker increased.

Total Income

The total income measure used in this article is the sum
of all sources of cash income described earlier. Income
from each component of these sources was recorded for
each of the 3 months preceding the month of interview.
The income figures presented below are the average of
the sum of the amounts for these 3 months.

The distribution of average total monthly income is
given in table 11 (and in more detail in table B). About
one-third of the married-couple families had an average
total income of less than $1,000 per month; one-fifth had
an average income of $2,000 or more in the last 3 months.
The median total monthly income of married disabled
men and their families was $1,230; the median income
for the families of married disabled women was about

Table 10.—In-kind transfer income: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries and their spouses, by marital status, type of in-

come, sex, and age at first payable benefit

Men, aged Women, aged
Marital status and
type of transfer Total 1844 45-54 55-59 60-64 Total 1844 45-54 55-59 60-64
Married, total . ........... 13 28 12 10 10 8 10 9 7 6
Housing subsidies. .. .......... 2 5 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1
Energy assistance .. ........... 8 13 8 7 6 4 2 5 4 5
Foodstamps ................. 8 19 7 5 5 4 8 5 2 3
Unmarried, total . . ........ 22 26 22 20 14 40 45 44 36 33
Housing subsidies. ............ 6 7 4 5 3 10 16 9 9 6
Energy assistance .. ........... 9 11 8 8 6 22 20 24 23 18
Foodstamps ................. 12 15 14 10 7 24 27 28 21 21
Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October—December 1982,
T
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Table 11.—Average total monthly income for 3 months preceding month of interview: Percentage distribution of disabled-
worker beneficiaries, by marital status, income, sex, and age at first payable benefit

Men, aged Women, aged
Marital status and
average monthly income Total 18-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 Total 1844 45-54 55-59 60-64
Married:
Less than $1.000 ... ... 35 39 34 34 34 29 19 26 34 37
SLOOO-$1.499 .. ... .. .. ... 29 29 27 31 30 29 26 28 33 27
SL500-81.999 ... .. ... ... 18 14 19 18 19 21 27 25 13 20
S2.0000rmore. ... 18 17 20 17 17 21 28 21 20 16
Median! .................. $1,230 $1,160 $1,250 $1,240 $1,240 $1,360 $1,630 $1,420 $1,240 $1,170
Unmarried:
Less than $400 .. ... ... .. 30 43 26 18 19 40 44 41 37 37
$400-8599 .. ... 34 31 35 38 32 29 28 30 30 27
$600-$999 .. ... 21 16 21 25 27 22 23 20 22 26
$1.0000rmore. ............ 15 10 18 20 23 9 6 9 11 10
Median! ................0. $490 $430 $520 $560 $600 $460 $460 $450 $470 $500

IMedians rounded to nearest $10.

10 percent higher, $1,360.7 The pattern of median income
by age of the disabled worke
ied between the latter two groups. For disabled married
men, median monthly income increased at age 45 and then
remained steady, while for disabled married women, me-
dian income declined steadily with age. This median in-
come pattern for married female disabled workers may
occur because as these women reach older ages, their hus-
bands are retiring from the labor market and their retire-
ment benefits are lower than their former earnings. For
married male disabled workers, however, the wife’s retire-
ment income is lower because wives tend to be younger
than their disabled husbands and their retirement would be
at a later point in the marriage. Thus one may expect me-
dian income to be more steady across ages for the families
of married male disabled-worker beneficiaries.

About one-third of the unmarried disabled-worker bene-
ficiaries had average monthly incomes of less than $400
while about 1 in 8 had an average income of $1,000 or
more a month. The median monthly income of unmarried
disabled men was $490—$30 higher than that of unmar-
ried disabled women.?

et Flect maira L nen o £

T at 1irst pdydUlC UCIlClll var-

Shares of Aggregate Income

To this point, the analysis has concentrated on sources
of family income and the total level of family income.

"These median monthly amounts are only slightly lower than the
$1,500 and $1,470 reported by married retired-worker men and their
wives and retired-worker women and their husbands, respectively. For
further information on the incomes of newly retired workers, see Linda
Drazga Maxfield, *‘Income of New Retired Workers by Age at First
Benefit Receipt: Findings from the New Beneficiary Survey,”” Social
Security Bulletin, July 1985, pages 7-26.

#The unmarried retired-worker beneficiaries in the NBS reported
substantially higher median monthly incomes than the unmarried dis-
abled-worker beneficiaries ($780 for unmarried retired-worker men
and $760 for unmarried retired-worker women). See Maxfield, July
1985, op. cit., for further information.

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982,

Another way to analyze income receipt is to measure the
share of income derived from each source of income.
Aggregate income shares were determined by summing
dollar income from each major source of income for all
families and dividing by the sum of all income for all
families. Table 12 gives the share of total income provided
by each of several income sources. Table 13 compares
these NBS income shares with income shares for 25-64-
year-olds from the CPS. The 25-64 age range is used
instead of the 1864 age range because it is felt that the
very different age distributions of the NBS disabled popu-
lation and the civilian noninstitutionalized population—
21 percent of the latter are aged 18-24 while only 4 per-
cent of the former are in that age range—will influence
both shares of income and median total income levels. By
eliminating those aged 18-24 from both groups, a more
precise comparison of the disabled and the noninstitu-
tionalized population can be made.

Earnings were the primary source of income for the
noninstitutionalized population aged 25-64, accounting
for 90 percent of the reported income for married couples
and unmarried men and for almost 80 percent of the in-
come of unmarried women. Asset income and public trans-
fer income were the second and third most important
sources, respectively, accounting for 2—6 percent of re-
ported income. Social security and railroad retirement
benefits (the amounts are combined on the CPS data tape)
supply only 14 percent of the income for this age group.

For disabled persons aged 25-64, the primary sources
of income are quite different. Social security (and railroad
retirement) benefits are the major income source for dis-
abled-worker beneficiaries, supplying almost two-thirds of
the income for unmarried beneficiaries and 43 percent
for married beneficiaries. For married couples, earnings
are also an important income source, accounting for 28
percent of their total income. Earnings are only 3 percent
of the income of unmarried disabled-worker beneficiaries.
Pensions, asset income, and public transfer income each
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Table 12.—Shares of aggregate income: Percentage distribution of disabled-worker beneficiaries, their spouses, and their
children under age 19, by marital status, selected income sources, sex, and age at first payable benefit

Men, aged ‘ Women, aged
Marital status and

income source Total 18-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 Total 1844 45-54 55-59 60-64

Married, total .. .......... 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Earnings .................... 24 30 28 22 18 41 62 48 31 21
Social security benefits ........ 45 50 44 44 45 36 27 32 38 49
Other public pensions. .. ....... 3 2 3 4 4 7 1 5 11 8
Private pensions .. ............ 9 3 8 12 12 5 1 4 7 9
Assetincome ................ 10 4 10 11 14 7 2 8 8 9
Other public transfers. . .. ...... 6 8 6 5 3 3 4 2 4 2
Other income . ............... 2 3 2 2 2 1 2 1 1 2
Unmarried, total . . . ....... 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Eamings .................. .. 4 8 3 2 1 3 7 3 1 2
Social security benefits .. ...... 65 63 66 67 67 62 62 65 58 63
Other public pensions. ...... ... 4 1 6 5 4 3 1 3 5 3
Private pensions . . ............ 7 1 6 12 15 7 2 10 8 9
Assetincome ................ 6 3 9 8 7 11 3 7 19 13
Other public transfers. . ........ 12 21 8 5 6 7 11 7 5 7
Other income ................ 2 2 2 1 2 7 14 5 4 3

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982.

supply 5-12 percent of the total incomes of disabled-
worker beneficiaries.®

Table 13 also shows the median monthly income levels
of all persons aged 25-64 and of disabled-worker benefici-
aries in that age range. Unmarried disabled women, the
group of new disabled-worker beneficiaries aged 25-64
with the lowest median income, are best off relative to
their nondisabled counterparts. Their median income
($470) is just over half the median income of $920 re-
ceived by all unmarried women aged 25-64. Unmarried
disabled men in that age range are the worst off relative to
their nondisabled counterparts: Their median income is
not quite 40 percent of the nondisabled group’s median in-
come ($520, compared with $1,320). The median monthly
income of disabled-worker married couples is less than
half that of all married couples aged 25-64 ($1,260 and
$2,750, respectively).

Table 12 shows that social security benefits provide
the largest share of monthly income for all marital status/
sex/age groups except for the families of married female
disabled-worker beneficiaries who received a first payable
disabled-worker benefit before age 55. Earnings were
the primary source of income for this subgroup. Social
security benefits provided about 40 percent of the average
monthly income for the families of married disabled
workers and about 65 percent for unmarried disabled
workers.

Another way to look at the relative importance of social
security benefits to disabled workers and their families
is to look at what percent rely on social security benefits
for at least half their total income. Fifty percent of the
married couples and more than 80 percent of the unmarried
disabled workers relied on social security for at least half

Maxfield, July 1985, op.cit., found social security benefits provided
about 35 percent of the income of married retired workers and 40 percent

for the unmarried. Pensions, asset income, and earnings each provided
15-20 percent of the total income of retired workers.

Table 13.—Shares of total income: Percent of families of
disabled-worker beneficiaries aged 25-64 and noninstitu-
tionalized population aged 25-64, by income source, mari-
tal status, and sex

Married Unmarried Unmarried
couples men women
Sources of income NBs | cps| Nms| ces| NBs| cps
Earnings ............. 28 90 3 89 3 78
Social security and
railroad retire-
mentbenefits. ... .. .. 43 1 66 1 62 4
Pensions .. ........... 12 2 12 1 10 2
Asset income. ......... 10 4 6 4 11 6
Public transfers .. .. .. .. 5 2 11 3 7 6
Other income ......... 2 1 2 1 7 4
Median monthly
income!,......... $1,260 32,750 $520 $1,320 $470 $920

Medians rounded to nearest $10.
Source: New Beneficiary Survey (NBS), October-December 1982, and Current
Population Survey (CPS), March 1983.

their total income (table 14). The proportion of beneficiary
families whose social security benefits amounted to at
least half their income did not vary much by age for dis-
abled married men or for disabled unmarried men and
women. It increased with age, however, for disabled mar-
ried women reflecting the retirement behavior and subse-
quent social security retirement benefit status of their
husbands.

Social security benefits were the sole source of income
for 37 percent of the disabled unmarried men and 24
percent of the disabled unmarried women. It was the only
source of income for about 10 percent of the married bene-
ficiaries. The percentage of new disabled beneficiaries
relying exclusively on these benefits for income decreased
with their age.

Earnings were the second most important source of
income by share size for families of married disabled-
worker beneficiaries. They accounted for almost 25 per-
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Table 14.—Relative importance of social security benefits: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries, their spouses, and their
children under age 19, by marital status, percent of income from benefits, sex, and age at first payable benefit

Men, aged ] Women, aged
Marital status and
proportion of income

from social security benefits Total 18-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 Total 18-44 45-54 55-59 60-64
Married:

Less than 50 percent. . ... .. .. 46 39 49 49 44 61 81 73 52 41

50 percent or more . .. ....... 54 61 51 51 39 17 27 48 59

90 percentormore . .. ....... 16 24 17 13 14 15 9 13 17 19

100 percent. . .............. 10 17 11 8 6 8 7 10 8 7
Unmarried:

Less than 50 percent. . ....... 17 18 15 17 15 19 18 18 20 20

50 percent or more . .. ....... 83 82 85 83 85 81 82 82 80 80

90 percentormore . .. ....... 51 57 49 49 39 36 43 34 34 31

100percent................ 37 42 34 40 26 24 37 26 22 20

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982,

cent of all family income in the families of male disabled-
worker beneficiaries and more than 40 percent in the
families of female beneficiaries. As might be expected,
the proportion of total income derived from earnings falls
steadily with the age of the disabled worker.

Asset income is the third largest source of income to
families of married disabled-worker respondents. This
source of income is not very important for those who came
on the DI rolls before age 45 (it accounts for about 3 per-
cent of the income of the families of these young disabled-
worker beneficiaries) because they have had a relatively
short period during which they could accumulate assets.
For the families of older married disabled-worker benefici-
aries, asset income accounts for 8-13 percent of total in-
come.

After social security benefits, income from other public
transfers, from assets, and from private pensions are the
three most significant sources of income for unmarried dis-
abled workers. Each of these sources accounted for 6-

12 percent of their total income. In general, the share of
total income from other public transfers fell with age and
that from private pensions and assets rose with age.

Table 15 shows how shares of total family income are
distributed across family members (disabled workers,
spouse, and children) and sources of income.!? The data
for unmarried disabled workers show that 98 percent of
family income is attributable to the disabled worker and
6065 percent of this income comes from social security
benefits. Almost all of the income contributed by children
under age 19 (2 percent of the total family income) comes
from their social security benefits as dependents of the
beneficiary.

In the families of married disabled workers, the hus-
band, whether disabled or not, provided almost two-thirds

Income from jointly reported assets in table 15 were divided equally
between the disabled worker and his or her spouse. Differences in asset
income receipt are due to differences in separately recorded income from
IRA or Keogh accounts, from annuities, life insurance, or private dis-
ability insurance, and from estates, trusts, and royalties.

of the total family income. The wife, whether or not dis-
abled, provided one-third, and children provided only

3 percent of total income. Social security benefits ac-
counted for just under two-thirds of the disabled worker’s
income among both men and women, and earnings were
the source of almost two-thirds of their spouses’ income.
Spousal earnings fell as a percent of total income as the
age of the disabled worker increased; yet, this reduction
was offset almost percent for percent by increases in
spousal income from social security benefits, pensions,
and assets.

Summary

The data for this NBS sample reflect the income charac-
teristics of disabled-worker beneficiaries who first came
on the DI rolls from mid-1980 to mid-1981 and were still
receiving social security benefits when they were inter-
viewed at the end of 1982. For unmarried beneficiaries,
median total monthly income was less than $500. For
married beneficiaries, it was more than $1,200. These
median income levels are roughly half those of the non-
institutionalized population aged 25-64.

The primary reason that families of married benefici-
aries are better off financially than unmarried beneficiaries
is the presence of earnings from the disabled worker’s
spouse. Spousal earnings accounted for 20 percent of the
income in families of married male disabled-worker bene-
ficiaries and 40 percent in the families of married female
disabled-worker beneficiaries. Spousal retirement income
(pensions and social security benefits) also contributed
to the well-being of married disabled workers relative to
that of unmarried disabled workers.

Social security disabled-worker benefits were the most
important income source for the disabled workers them-
selves, constituting 60-67 percent of their total income.
Social security dependent benefits were the most important
component of children’s total income. Relatively few
spouses received social security benefits as dependents
of a disabled-worker beneficiary (23 percent of the wives
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of male disabled workers and no husbands of female

disabled workers), but social security retired-worker bene-

fits were an important source of income to spouses of

older disabled workers.

Overall, social security benefits are the most important
source of income for disabled workers and their families.
They account for 40 percent of the total income for fam-
ilies of married disabled-worker beneficiaries and half

of these families rely on social security benefits for at least
50 percent of their income. Social security benefits provide
almost two-thirds of the total income of unmarried dis-
abled-worker beneficiaries. For more than 80 percent of
these unmarried beneficiaries, at least half their income
comes from social security benefits and for more than 30
percent, social security benefits are the source of all their

income.

Table 15.—Average total monthly income received by family: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries, their spouses, and
their children under age 19, by marital status, family member, income source, sex, and age at first payable benefit

Men, aged Women, aged
Marital status,
family member,
and income source Total 1844 45-54 55-59 60-64 Total 1844 45-54 55-59 60-64
Married disabled worker:

Self only, total income . . . . . 64 55 62 66 68 33 27 33 35 39
Earnings .................. 2 4 2 1 1 2 1 2 2 2
Social security benefits ... ... 38 37 37 39 39 22 21 22 22 25
Other pensions ............. 12 4 i1 15 14 4 1 3 4 6
Assets .. ... 6 3 7 6 8 4 1 5 5 5
Otherincome . ............. 6 8 6 6 6 1 2 1 2 1

Spouse, total income .. .. .. 33 36 34 33 32 65 68 66 65 61
Earnings .................. 22 26 26 21 17 39 61 46 29 19
Social security benefits . ... .. 4 5 3 4 6 12 2 9 15 23
Other pensions .. ........... 1 0 0 1 1 8 1 6 14 11
Assets . ... .. 4 1 3 5 6 3 1 3 4 4
Otherincome ... ........... 2 4 2 2 2 3 4 2 3 3

Children (under age 19),

total income ........... 3 9 4 1 0 2 5 1 0 0
Earnings .................. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Social security benefits ... ... 3 9 4 1 0 2 5 1 0 0
Other income . ............. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Unmarried disabled worker:

Self only, total income. . ... 99 98 99 98 100 98 92 99 99 100
Earnings .................. 4 8 3 2 1 3 6 3 1 2
Social security benefits ...... 64 62 64 65 66 60 55 64 58 63
Other pensions ............. 11 2 12 17 19 10 3 13 12 12
Assets .. ... 6 3 9 8 7 11 3 7 19 13
Other income .............. 14 23 10 6 7 14 25 i1 9 10

Children (under age 19),

total income ........... 1 2 1 2 0 2 8 1 1 0
Earnings .................. 0 [ 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Social security benefits . ... .. 1 2 1 2 0 2 7 1 1 0
Otherincome . ............. 0 0 0 0 0 [\] 0 0 0 0
Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October—December 1982.
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Table A.—Sources of income! in 3 months immediately preceding interview: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries,
by selected income source, age at first payable benefit,2 marital status, and sex

Incaome source Tatal Under Age Ace Age
in prior 3 months age 45 45-54 85=59 60-¢64
Married men and their wives
Total number (in thousandsS)sssesencesssscens 111.1 17.1 29 .4 3547 28,9
Percent of households receiving--

EBrNiNDSecacessessossnssossnssnccssscnssosvsssone 4346 43,7 43,3 4242 36.0
S0Cci3l SeCUrityevoscosnsnnvecssssoscasossnasnnnns 99,5 G944 98,9 59, 99,8
Petirement benefits other than Social Security. 42a1 17.1 37«5 49 .5 52 e6
Sther public pPeNSIONSeesvrssssvercsasssscscoca 3.0 4.1 Te3 9.5 12.7
Government pensioNSeesvsssessssessesesnsnnee 8stb 441 Te2 Seé 12.4
Federalessosssanns .8 .3 3 lo4 1.1
State or Localaess 640 28 401 63 Se4
Militaryeseosevestsosncesacsesssssscssncnas 242 1.0 249 22 243
fajlroad retirementescesssesescensncssse o3 0 o1 «5 5
Private nensioNSecsessssssvcssnccvsesonssasces 3444 13.0 3045 41.6 4240
{ncome from assetSeeeecsesesesssencsecrssssssocae 6063 3 .9 56«1 2.8 7248
interestecssssccscesscscscccsasssassssscsconsns 5667 35.2 507 €142 700
Income fram IRA OF K€oGhessessossascessscsnssns Y] 0 N .7 1e7
Cther income from assetSeeessseneresscscsvesns 1842 11.2 19.6 1843 206S
DividendsS sesseessasesscsannvisossscsscssssons 75 33 7«5 Te2 1Ce3
Rental iNCOMEsscssrsssssrsscssnsssssssssssns 442 246 Se3 Ze Se0
Income from roomers or boardersssecsceccsee 8 5 b 1.1 9
Estatess trustsy or rovaltieSesesssvecsssne o7 0 o6 1,2 o7
Private annuitieSeseccssenssencosee . 8.4 6el 10 .6 8ot TeE
Veteranst henefitSscesesssacenscarecossvsassoves 11.5 Te2 11,6 14.0 1C.7
Black Lung benefitSesoseccsnss 9 0 3 le1 1.7
Unemployment compensationescecess 2.1 3.0 244 2.1 1,2
Workers* compensationNeecesssssosasssnnscsssssons 249 544 T2 245 1.5
Public assistancCecesssscsscocscascrsescsnsones 4¢3 10.8 348 et 242
Supplemental Security IncomPecssocsossensense 3e4 849 2e6 2e6 20
State or local wetfare, including AFDCesccses 1.7 5Se2 1.7 .9 X3

Alimony or child supportesseeevssessesecransace o4 2.1 2 0 J
Contributions from relatives or otherssesscenss 340 547 247 245 2¢5
In the householCeesseessnrsceceresscsscsescccns 2.1 2e8 243 1.9 1.7
Not in the householOeesesessseseonsocnsassene 1.0 2.1 o4 6 o8
Cther TNCOMEosssssssssscssvscsctsnsnssncnnscsnsses 446 4.7 4,5 446 445
In-kind benefitSeesceevsesvessoscossnvssncecncne 13.3 2841 1147 10,3 Se7
Public housing or rent subsidieSssssvscccccens 1.6 5e2 9 .9 1.0
fnercy assistanCe.ieiesssoscsescessnscssascovovesns Te7 12,6 Te6 66 [
Foof! StamDSesscescoencsncacocsssosesssscnsnsen 7.8 19.2 761 448 543

Fercent of respondents receivina--

CarniNOSesscoesosssnvscessnssavsssssacssscscncnse 3.2 5e2 Je3 240 345
Social Securitysesececcosncrscessossessccsscscsssne 89,5 9944 9849 9%.6 9948
Retirement benefits other than Social Security. 4043 1648 364 473 4344
2ther public PeNSiOoNSeecscssconssessscscccsss 8e0 4.1 Te2 8.9 100
Private pensionSesecessccvsseseccssssreescscna 32,9 12.7 2%.4 39.5 4043
Income from assetSeeaessssovsscsvssscssssscsscnse 6040 38e4 558 6347 7245

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table A.—Sources of income! in 3 months immediately preceding interview: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries,
by selected income source, age at first payable benefit,2 marital status, and sex—Continued

Income source Total Under hoe Lge Ace
in prior 2 months age 45 45-54 55-53 6£0-64
Married women and their husbands
Total number (in thousands)eeecsessesssosees 2746 6 el 2,7 Gk 603
Percent of households receivina--

N iNCSeessnssnosseveasasssassssrnsnnssssssnnas 53,9 732.2 651 4240 31e%
Social Securitysceesveesrsecsncocsnnsnne 93,6 9343 2S5 ¢5 93 .6 100.0
Fetirement benefits other than locial Security. 275 12.0 325 4R,1 53e2
Yther public PENSTONS cssvesosrororvsrasssnssnae 1542 2.2 246 2245 1746
Jovernment pPensSiONSsevcosssansessvevesssens 13.5 5l 12.2 13,1 1840
Tederalecssassosesssssscsccossrocsorssnces 3.1 ) 1le4 447 Se S
Ctate or LoCdlececasssvscsesrossonsvsscansan 21 3.3 8o 10,8 Te8
MIlitaryssesesnsesscsscosccctccsoseosrosane T el 23 2 o4 53 Je2
Failrosd retirementsseseecsvesacocossrscens 1.9 0 2 3.4 2e6
“rivete pensinnNSeccesesssessnsssvssenscennsns 2547 67 2143 3241 40e7
Income from asscrtsSeeveess trevesssaevecasenean 5343 52.1 53,3 6£2.5 6% a6
Interest ceeeesveonssssscccssoscccrannses ve. C6 el 47 o8 S0 £0.3 £7 o6
Income from IRA OF KeOGhessasssosonsnscesssanas b o7 -0 b 1.4
fther income trom assetSiecvsevscsveocsosnsecne 15.3 10.2 18,4 1463 17.2
GividentdSecesnascoscssonacssavensnssnsssucres He8 442 75 S5e7 Q9,8
Rental iNCOMP aveeoossssonssscsccasssavssnss 38 23 SN 3.C 32
Tncome from roomers oOr tOAr0erSeissessvencos 1.2 1.3 1.9 o9 o7
Tstatess trustsy or royalti€Ssecevasencscoss I3:) 1.3 @ b o7
Frivate annuitieSescecssssessrsacsncsocasssns Sel 2eb 5e?2 Se Se8
Veterans® tenefitscssness 6ot 2.6 €2 HaZ E
Tlack Llunc benefitSeiesneserces o7 0 1.0 .4 1.3
Unemployment compensatioNessessessss 3a47 G o€ 1.4 3e0 261
dorkers® compensatioNeesesessesenses 1e2 o3 3 1.2 o7
Puhlic essistanceessssncscsssanvases 4.6 6+6 3.8 4.4 3.8
supplemental Security IncomPessesnsons 442 SeC Ted 4ed Je2
itate or Local welfarey includine AFLCaa W8 240 1.0 0 o7

Alimony or child SUDPOFrt cesasesasosseasscasnsoss 1.2 446 1.¢ n 2
Contributions from relatives or othersseesesces 247 4,8 3.8 1.7 «6
In the householOesessssvsesnroaccossocnsnnsns 1,7 1.5 33 1.7 X3

ot in the householdeceesosesnanes o2 343 5 0 ]
TEREr AN COMPessvessunsorssscesnsssnsrvnnnsnanses Go1 247 2% 2.0 ot
IN=kinC bencfitSiesseceesesassnssasrscscscscens 7e¢ 10.2 G 6eb 6e0
fubtic housine or rent subceidifSeseeaveocsnns 1.1 2.0 5 . 1.3
INErcy AssSietanCCiseseservanssserssoasne sevn 42 2.0 Se2 447
T00C StamMCSesessscevesoercsssvsonnrsnesssnsnas 440 Tat 4o 2.7

Percent of responaents receiving--

TN ING S sasvssanssasacososanssassrssnsassasssossose 3.5 67 3.2 3.0 33
Social SecUrityseseeeeseessssnsvsscnsnnss cee 3.6 %3 2245 29,6 1C0.0C
letirement benefits other than locial Security, 21.7 feC 153 2546 3243
Tther public PENSiONSessrasosesesessessonanes [ X%4 243 7.0 7.8 Te8
Frivate pensionSeeevenee 1540 447 12.2 17.8 24 45
Income from 3SSetSecesesacressssrscsoserasnesss £8.6 0.7 5244 6245 EEaF

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table A.—Sources of income! in 3 months immediately preceding interview: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries,

by selected income source, age at first payable benefit,? marital status, and sex—Continued

Income source Total Under Age Age Age
in pricr 3 months age 4% 45-54 55-55 60-64
Unmarried men
Total number €¢in thousandS)eecsssseanscsssss 3945 16.9 8,41 8.7 568
Fercert of households recefving--

EBrNiNNSesevossscnarvsscossssssssnsssascnscossnss 68 10.7 4,0 346 3.8
Soctal Securitysesesnescscaccacsascascnsnnasssves £8,3 38,2 S8,.,9 92,5 10040
Petirement bencfits other than Soctal Security. 134 4,8 1943 3240 36eT
Tther public pensionNSecssssacesscescrsssvescanse 5¢3 1.9 Tel 8,2 8e3
Covernment pensioNSececeesscesvsescnccscosasn 446 1.0 7.1 6 ob 83
Federalesssesscecssersssncsssssssecanesncse o3 0 .0 1.0 8
State or LocCaleesceovsosescocosssnscesnons 362 1.0 449 3.6 6e8
Militaryseosnseesvesscscssvencssnccosvenss 1.0 0 242 2.0 «7

Railroad retirement.ceesscesscecsscssscscnas o7 o8 i} 1.5 c
Private pensionNSeeseccscasoesscsersssrconcones 13.6 2.9 12.1 24.8 29,9
Income from 2assetSessvereesssasessssssvecsovsense 2849 21.1 3063 3045 4741
Interestoecacecssevosceancavesosscssvansscnsone 27.0 1945 2845 28.9 4344

Income from IRA Or KeoQhesvsessvoesoossorssscoce 9 0 9 0 4
Other income from assetSceeccessccsssssaccsssse 53 3.9 6l S5e0 BeS
DividendSeecessseecsssessesosnsassesnssessnsne 1.6 1.3 2e2 *5 20%
2ental INCOMPessscscnrssosscsenssonsnssnsnns o7 0 242 0 1.4
Iincome from roomers or boarderScieescescsess .9 o6 .5 5 3.0
Estatesy trustse or royalti€Seececccssssses «3 3 5 o7
Private annuiticSesssocasssscsrcrvncssoncse 2e4 1.8 1.7 3.5 3e7
Veterans® benefitSeceacesscsesccccncscsscscnces 846 540 106 343 i5e2

Black Llung benefitScssecsosvsessesscnscenasscsns el 0 ¢ 5 b

Unempltoyment compensationNececesesecessaccsccosce ol 3 1] ¢ «0
Workers® compensatioNieavssesseessscscscssnsnse 2.1 2.9 1.6 261 o8
Public assistancesccessosscvcssce .e 160 22,3 14,5 7.0 10.5
Supplemental Security Incom€essceccsesne ses 1542 2242 1344 6.5 10.5

State or local welfares including AFOCeessses 1e3 1.8 1.6 1.0 0
Alimony or child SUDDOFt.-----.co-..-.---o-'o.u ol 0 0 «8
Contribtutions *rom reltatives or othersecesescss 440 7.0 2.1 3] 3.1
In the householfesenssssvocscsascsessssacnrves 1.5 Je2 1.1 5 1.5
Not in the householdesees 2.0 3e7 1,0 0 1.5
Other iNCOMEssesosssssosesnsssssssssssosstcanssses 2.4 23 249 245 1.5
In-kind benefitSeseevsnsesscossncocssnsescvesnas 2240 2546 2240 20,2 14.4
Fublic housing or rent subsidiceSesesecss 5.5 Teb 348 5.1 3el
Fnergy assistanCeecssesccecssosacsscsacnccsnses 9.0 10.9 843 7.9 640
Food stempSesessessescesssecnsscscscsscscncnnan 12.2 1446 1347 9.7 6e8

Percent of respondents receiving--

£arninygSececscsvscvcrsnccssssessssncssecnssnsses 6e7 1047 3.4 3e6 3.8
Social Securityescnsssscssessncsvscscscsncsscnns S8.9 98 .2 38.9 99,5 10040
Retirement benefits other than Social Securitye. 18.4 4,8 19,3 3240 36a7
dther public pensions.....-....o-.-..-...-.o. Sed 1.9 Tel £e2 Ba3
Private PENSIONSscasssenssssesscresnssesnsanee 13.6 249 1261 2448 29.9
Income from assetSeeesesvccscsssvessscssssncans 2849 21.1 303 3045 471

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table A.—Sources of income! in 3 months immediately preceding interview: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries,
by selected income source, age at first payable benefit,> marital status, and sex—Continued

Income source Jotal Under Age Age Age
in prior 3 months age 45 45-54 55«55 60~64
Unmarried women
Total number (in thousands)eeseseasssvecnsne 3242 Eel 7.8 Se7 6ot
Percent of households receiving=-

Earnings...........-......-..................;. S5e7 12.8 562 1.7 Je2
Social SecuUrityceesosescscsssscnnssosovesernscsesns €942 35 .5 99.5 16C.0 SEeT
Retirement benefits ather than Social Security. 2344 6otk 2441 30.0 3444
Sther public peNSiONSescrssssvecessssssrensee 760 3e0 Set 10.0 Sel
Government pensionsa sesssessnsee 663 245 548 S.7 8e3
Federal seesesvencsssscesesrssssssssnvesvses o6 a 5 o4 1.9
State or Localasececsceencsacsecnccsnncns Se7 245 52 Bs2 6ot

Militaryseeosscooncenrnces tscsssssstsrns a 0 0 0 0
Rajlroad retirementiesccoccesssssccscssnsns 6 5 0 1.3 o6
Frivate peNsSioNS cesssssorcessscorsvsscascavrens 1648 35 18.2 204 26 .8
Income from 2sSetSeeseveensesncscssscossssasnnne 39.1 27«5 37.1 45,0 4746
Iinterestessscesccnsncsensscsnsessorscsosaseescans 354 24 46 3349 35.4 4541

Income from 154 o0r Keodheesoossoovonsarsonnses 0 0 0 1] 0
Cther income from assetSeesesccscessssssccanse 10.3 4.4 10.% 14,8 10.8
DividendSseesssessevseersesccocnssvvessonconse 343 25 3.1 3.3 444
Rental iNCOMEesrasesercconcasesscernsnsvone lel 5 le0 1.7 1e3
Income from roomers Oor boarderSesecessscsescs 240 1.0 le6 Tt 1.9
“statessy trustsy or royaltieSescsecsreosesns £ 0 1.0 1.3 o6
Private annuiticSeceescessssrsvseccrvocncen 3.6 1.0 442 545 3.2
Vetcerans?® benefitSecveveosocsccscrrccssccncssss 267 1.6 266 I8 2.8
Black Lun2o benefitSccesssocscecssoccssscsrecans o4 o 5 ol 6
Unemployment compensatioNessessccecescesccscsnses el 0 0 0 o6
Workers® compensat ioNeseevecsserersonseccssnsns 1.7 3.4 5 5 1.9
Public assistanceeecsssessscscscssccncoscccenson 260 33.9 2844 19.2 2240
Supplemental Security INCOMEeceecccsascscossnne 24 5 309 273 18.€ 21«4
State or tocal welfarey including AFCCevsacsee 3.8 Te3 3e6 1.7 245
Alimony or child supportescseecsssecssccoscscacee 244 3.9 266 2.2 o6
Contributions from relatives or otherseseessces 83 104 KeS 8.1 Sel
In the householdeesees sevsascvsssasvrssnccnnsns 445 449 5e2 Se2 1.2
Not in the householdessrecscssscosccccrsecocosne 443 6e5 4.3 3.4 3.2
Cther $NCOMEacssvsovsevevseonrncscossosssnessssosnse 2e7 240 Je1 1.7 bat
In-kind benefitSceeccsosesccsesccearsssccessssces 3946 44 47 44 40 3642 3246
Public housina or rent subsidieSessssscacense 10e2 15.7 849 Sl S5e7
Energy assistanceeesecvccscncosnsscenccscsnss 2145 20a2 23«9 2340 1840
Food StampSesesssscscssoscesesassasanserncones 2443 26 «9 28 o4 2143 2046

pPercent of respondents receiving--
Earnings...--..........---.-...-.ooc........... 5.0 10.9 4,1 1.7 3e2
Social Securityesesscascorsosreccsccscccroscscsessns 99,2 G845 92.5 100.0 S8e7
Retirement benefits other than Social Security, 2344 6ot 24 1 3040 34 et
Other DUbl*C pensions................-..-.... 7.0 3.0 548 10.0 9.0
Private pensionss 1648 35 1842 2044 26e8
Income from assetSessscsscscecnccssssscrscescnsns 39.1 275 371 45,0 4746
'Missing information on source of income is imputed. June 1981 who were receiving benefits at the time of the interview.
2Disabled-worker beneficiaries with first payable benefit in July 1980~ Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982.
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Table B.—Average total monthly income!' received by family: Percentage distribution of disabled-worker beneficiaries,
by income amount, age at first payable benefit,2 marital status, and sex

Averasge family Jotal Uncer Age Age Age
total monthly income age 45 45=54 £5=-5¢ eEC-64
Married men and their wives
Total number (in thousancsS)essssssorssescnes 111.1 17.1 294 1547 2843
Total peErcentenvesecesssevoasenssnsensncacassnese 100,.0 100.0 10043 10060 100.0
Under $400ssaeeceevssvessnssossescssssoscnssersassans 2e4 1.2 2.7 Celt S
$400-985% 7 canvnnossavecnccnssseonsonsssnsssosssnns B8¢3 13,0 1 Red 545
T 002779 s eueeensononssssanssscsssssescsconsnsssnse 11.5 11.0 11.1 1245 11e6
EAN0=293Y cneenssensossosssvcscsssncsessosstcsosscsosnse 13.1 13.7 1244 12.3 14,2
$1000-%11%T0aneancosnssnsasnscacsnsassvsssccsassos 1340 247 1261 13,4 13.4
21200 =913 Feaenonsanessesccesosesansscscnsecsscanse 11,9 12.6 1140 12.0 10.F
214003157 s aeossvssvrsccesnessncscnnssossasrsacnos 88 [SYS) a2 S ab S et
$1600=217 % Casueseconssncencanacansssasssarocsnsenen Te7 6.3 P 7. 2.0
$31900-212" 0 0asevsnoccrenscsseocacsnnanssvsannosne 6e2 543 [y 55 6eS
0 =224 T aaneseenserscoesvencennonnrosrssnnnnss B3 a1 10.1 Sk 247
225N =327 Y ey ensevsvecsncncnosssonsonnsssssanvosens 449 el 5.4 442 4.4
$3000-932% s sneenesorasvsssosncsascocasssasnsannan 247 2.9 2e7 3.1 242
34200 OF MOFPesscecsscovssosssnssscescassensoscscsnss le4 5 145 1.4 le7
Median househald income (to nearest $10)sscucsesne $1+4230 $141690 $1425 $14240 414240
Married women and their husbanus
Total number (in thousands)esseseeososcscenss 236 €el £ o7 T a4 642
Total percenteececessscscsssnsssscssansensanne 10040 10040 100.0C 100.G 100.0
UNAder $400sesoacsaseessseecsssocsesenscesssvcsnson 1.9 20 243 1.7 o2
24003559 coavneaesensocsensesascsacscascsssessasn Hel .0 349 S0 Te2
S A e S Jeb 440 Sef 15,0 12,0
2002577 teannesavenssnccsasssosronsostosassncsenas 11,9 5 el 13 .8 11.4 164
12.5 3eb 13.6 12,2 1445
104 10.5 Ge5 11.7 Se1
T1400 =215 T eavevesnsosvascecssesosascssesscssannnon 103 10,7 103 1246 EeS
F1607-93175%acevasnessccrensscossstossssosssanncss Re3 12 .6 8.0 Ja5 11.€
Se3 10.6 11.¢ S5a6 Se3
22000228 " Jenveseosnnscsonesonsososssnsaasstancsnss 10.6 12.3 S e 10.%8 a7
3260 -3279  cnensancnsecscsnrvsenvasscosossssecsssnsnse 443 T3 462 2S5 24t
$3000-32970 oaunnvsesavsncnsecvsrccnssssassocensocs 4.7 6.0 52 443 3.2
$4000 OF MOrCecsssessceansesossnsesssoasnsncscsncee 143 240 lat 1.3 o7
Hedien household income (to nearest $10)essavseaes] 3143560 $14630 $14420 $1+240 $14176C

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table B.—Average total monthly income! received by family: Percentage distribution of disabled-worker beneficiaries,
by income amount, age at first payable benefit,2 marital status, and sex—Continued

Average family Totatl Under Age Age Age
total monthly income age 45 45 =54 55-52% 60+-64
Unmarried men
Total number (in thousands)eecssssssecssesease 33.5 16.9 el GeT 5e8
Total percentscesecsssescossessccsossccreses 100.0 100.¢C 100.0 1065.0 10C.0
Under $20Cscesensvscssvscesnsssssscocscsssosccess 1.0 23 [y 0 ¢}
22003279 coevvossensnscsncossssvecssesssnsscsssss 9.3 12.° 10 .5 4,9 Ze7
$300‘$3q9'.....I.......IQ...I....‘I'I.II...‘.'.... 20.0 27.6 15.6 12.7 15.1
$400-3490% 00000 sssssssecosnssccnscncsnsscscncocsns 2046 1243 2142 23.8 1849
$500=3590 caeveescoerscsossossosccrercasancsocssrssane 13.0 11.8 14461 1443 1247
$600-$699.-0..I.Il.I".'..QI.I.Il.l."‘l....'.l.l 8’2 6.7 6!6 9’6 12.“?
4.8 445 Te3 3.7 3.8
443 2.9 3.8 567 6e5
$900-325F sasvessecoevsressssncnsessessessscssssce 3e3 204 2e8 Se7 3.1
$1000~81459cenv0ssoncosscssnscsensncsessosennsscocs 9.4 543 10.5 11.2 1648
$1500=-31900,¢00s0ssscr000svcrccnscvoncsassnsne 442 24 444 669 53
$2000 OF MOFCssossesessssssascsccssosacssnscansroas 1.9 1.P 3.2 1.5 o B
Median household income (to nearest $10)scsvesasns $£430 $430 $52¢C $5€0 $600
Unmarried women
Totat number (4n thousands)ssssecvssescsccses 3262 €43 T8 Se7 Get
Total percentececescssssvacscsosoncssannsnns 100.0 100.0 10040 10040 100.0
Under $200evecessesosccesscsnsssocressvncnncsntons 1.7 2.0 5 2.1 241
22003299 ceeenvvasccsscransassesscsssnsessssssnns 1249 12.9 12.3 1447 11,0
5300'539910-.‘-oc.oouo-ooc-oo.o-coooocca-o-n-o-.. 2541 2508 2842 20.4 23.9
5400‘5499o00-o.|0-0loc...l.nncoo.cnoo-o.u-.--n.o. 17.0 16.3 19‘3 18‘4 12!8
$500-35%%cceenoscsssosssasescctnsnansansoss 11,7 11.4 10.4 11.5 14.0
$600-369 % cecevsscassnsonrveescoscsescrsnes 75 7.3 7.8 640 Y]
3100-$799.I........I....I.I.'........'.'...l..'.l 6-9 604 6.9 7’7 s.v
$P00~382%ceseoncrasssssssstesnnsoncsssnssssrscncs 4.8 4.9 2e6 5e1 Te
$900-839% sevensocvcccrcnsossensssseccsvosnsnssscsvesse 32 440 26 3.0 3e2
51000'3149900uno-ocnoo'oo-oo.o-.ocoo-.cocol'o.ooc 7.1 5.0 7.9 8.5 7'0
$1500-31990000eecccnscncscccsncssasessconsssancsse 1.3 0 1,0 1.7 2¢5
$2000 OF MOrCscseccvscscoscssssncsnsscsnnsssscssns o8 i40 o5 «8 b
Median household income (to nearest $10)sscsesoese £4610 $460 $450 $47¢0 $500
Missing information on amount of income is imputed. June 1981 who were receiving benefits at the time of the interview.
2Disabled-worker beneficiaries with first payable benefit in July 1980~ Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982.
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