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In 1982, disabled workers who came on the social security dis- 
ability insurance rolls from mid-1980 to mid- 1981 had median 
monthly incomes of less than $500 if they were unmarried and less 
than $1,300 if they were married. These median monthly income 
levels, which include the income of a spouse and minor children if 
present, are roughly half those of the noninstitutionalized popula- 
tion aged 25-64. Social security benefits are the most important 
source of income for disabled workers and their families: They ac- 
count for 40 percent of the total family income of married disabled 
workers and 65 percent of the total income of unmarried disabled 
workers. Social security benefits provide at least half of all income 
for more than 80 percent of unmarried disabled-worker benefici- 
aries and for 50 percent of the married beneficiaries. 

For married disabled-worker beneficiaries, earnings of the 
spouse are the second most important income source. Spousal 
earnings account for 28 percent of total income. Pensions and asset 
income each account for about 10 percent of total income for these 
married beneficiaries. 

Earnings are not an important source of income for unmarried 
disabled-worker beneficiaries for whom they amount to only about 
3 percent of total income. Pensions, asset income, and public 
transfers each account for about 10 percent of total income of the 
unmarried beneficiaries. 

Social security disability insurance (DI) benefits are 
available to insured workers who are unable to engage in 
substantial gainful activities because of medically deter- 
minable physical or mental impairments that are expected 
to last for a continuous period of at least 12 months or 
that are expected to result in death. These benefits are in- 
tended as partial replacement of the earnings lost because 
of the worker’s disability. Disability insurance benefits 
were never intended to be the sole source of income for 
disabled workers and their families. It was envisioned 
that these benefits would supplement or be supplemented 
by the earnings of other members of the disabled worker’s 
household, by pension income, and/or by income from 
assets accumulated by the worker before he or she became 
disabled. The Social Security Administration’s (SSA’s) 
administrative files do not, as a rule, contain data on the 
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total income of beneficiaries. I To gather this information, 
SSA conducts surveys of its beneficiary populations. 

The most recent detailed data on income sources and 
levels for new disabled-worker beneficiaries and their 
families are available for 1982. In that year, SSA con- 
ducted its New Beneficiary Survey (NBS)2 to obtain infor- 
mation on a wide range of characteristics from a sample 
of 17,155 beneficiaries who first became entitled to social 
security benefits from mid-1980 to mid-1981 and a sample 
of 1,444 persons aged 65 or older who were eligible for 
retired-worker benefits but had not yet received those ben- 
efits by mid-1982. Almost 30 percent of the sample were 

‘Administrative records contain some information on workers’ com- 
pensation and certain other publicly administered disability benefits 
in addition to the data on earnings from covered employment. 

2For a description of the NBS design, see Linda Drazga Maxfield, 
“The 1982 New Beneficiary Survey: An Introduction,” Social Security 
Bulletin, November 1983, pages 3-l 1, 
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individuals entitled to benefits because of disability. This 
article presents an overview of the sources and levels of 
monthly income received by these disabled-worker bene- 
ficiaries and their families in late 1982. 

Personal interviews were conducted in October-Decem- 
ber 1982 with a nationally representative sample of se- 
lected new disabled-worker beneficiaries, drawn from 
SSA’s Master Beneficiary Record, who became entitled 
to Dl benefits from July 1980 to June 1981. The inter- 
views were conducted 18-30 months after their entitlement 
to Dl benefits, which allowed the beneficiaries a period 
of adjustment to their new status. The income data reflect 
the respondents’ reported income sources and total income 
at the time of interview, not at the time of first benefit 
receipt. Most of the other variables of primary interest, 
including marital status and family size, are also measured 
at the time of the interview. However, the age variable 
used in this study is the beneficiary’s age at entitlement, 
which is approximately 18-30 months younger than the 
age at the time of the interview. 

The NBS disabled-worker sample and the population 
it represents excludes those disabled workers who died 
between the time of entitlement and the time of interview 
and those who were institutionalized at the time they 
would have been interviewed. Respondents who had re- 
covered and those who, at the time of interview, were 
no longer receiving DI benefits for reasons other than con- 
version to retired-worker benefits are not included in this 
study. (When disabled-worker beneficiaries attain age 65, 
their benefits are converted automatically to retired-worker 
benefits. The benefit level generally remains the same.) 
These beneficiaries are included in the study because it is 
assumed that if this conversion were not automatic they 
would have been receiving DI benefits when they were in- 
terviewed. The respondent sample used in this study, 
therefore, represents a population of about 213,000 (about 
7,000 of whom had had their DI benefits converted to 
retired-worker benefits). 

Compared with the noninstitutionalized population aged 
18864, this disabled-worker beneficiary population was 

more likely to be male (70 percent, compared with 49 per- 
cent), more likely to be aged 55-64 (52 percent, compared 
with 16 percent), more likely to be married if male (74 
percent, compared with 63 percent), but less likely to be 
married if female (49 percent, compared with 62 percent) 
(table 1). That men are more likely than women to become 
disabled-worker beneficiaries is not surprising given that 
they are more likely to be in the labor force and given that 
there is an insured-status requirement (discussed below) 
to qualify for disabled-worker benefits. The lower propor- 
tion of married persons among the female disabled workers 
can also be at least partly explained by the higher labor- 
force participation rate for unmarried women than for mar- 
ried women. 

The average household size was slightly less than 3 
persons for the rnarried new disabled-worker beneficiaries 
and a little more than 2 persons for the unmarried. Almost 
half (44 percent) of the unmarried beneficiaries lived alone 
(table 2). Nineteen percent lived with their child or chil- 
dren, but only 4 percent lived soley with children under 
age 19. Another 19 percent lived with parents, 13 percent 
with brothers or sisters, 14 percent with other relatives, 
and 11 percent with nonrelatives. Obviously some overlap 
occurs across categories. Unmarried women were more 
likely than unmarried men to be living alone or with their 
children, especially children over age 18. Unmarried men, 
on the other hand, were more likely than unmarried 
women to be living with their parents, siblings, or unre- 
lated persons. 

What is important is that more than half (51 percent) 
of the unmarried disabled-worker beneficiaries lived in a 
household with at least one other adult aged 19 or older. 
These other adults very possibly provide income and other 
types of support that aid the disabled worker. Income 
of adults other than the respondent and his or her spouse 
are not well measured in the NBS. Levels of nonfinancial 
support are not measured at all. 

Of the married new disabled-worker beneficiaries, more 
than half (52 percent) lived with their spouse only. Almost 
all the rest (44 percent) lived with their spouse, children, 

Table I.-Number and percentage distribution of disabled-worker beneficiaries and noninstitutionalized population aged 
18-64, by sex, age at first payable benefit, and marital status 

Men. aged Women. aged 

Manta1 status Total Total I X-44 45s.54 Y-59 f&64 Total 1844 45-54 55-59 6G64 

NBS disabled-worker beneficiaries 

Total number (in thousands) 213 150 34 37 44 35 63 14 17 19 13 
Total percent loo loo 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

Married................. 66 74 50 79 82 83 49 42 53 49 50 
Unmarned 34 26 50 21 18 17 51 58 47 51 50 

Noninstitutionalized population 

Total number (in thousands) 141.328 68,X32 47,X58 10,721 10,253 72.496 49,280 11,484 11,732 
Total percent 100 100 loo loo 100 IO0 100 100 loo 

Married.. 62 58 75 6X 62 63 54 82 86 
Unmarried 38 37 46 IX 14 3x 42 25 32 

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982, and Current Population Reports, Series P-20. number 380. table 1. 
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Table 2.-Household composition of disabled-worker ben- 
eficiaries, by marital status and sex 

Household composition 

Average household 
stze .......... 

Living with:’ 
No one. .. ....... 
Spouse only. ....... 
Children under 

age 19. total .... 
1 .............. 
2.. ............ 
3 or more. ...... 

Other relatives, total ... 
Children aged 

19 or older. ..... 
Parents. ......... 
Siblings. ........ 
Other ......... 

Nonrelatives ....... 

‘A household may qu; 
Source: New Benefici 

alif; 
=Y 

Unmarried I Mamed 

Total Men Women Total Men Women 

2.2 2.3 2.1 2.9 3.0 2.7 

44 42 47 
52 51 59 

8 6 11 27 29 19 
5 4 7 14 14 12 
2 1 3 I 8 5 
1 1 2 6 7 2 

42 43 41 28 29 27 

13 7 19 23 24 20 
19 24 13 3 3 3 
13 17 9 1 1 2 
I4 I3 15 6 6 7 
11 15 8 1 1 1 

I for inclusion in more than one category. 
Survey, October-December 1982. 

and perhaps other persons. Only 19 percent, however, 
lived just with their spouse and children under age 19. 
Married female disabled-worker beneficiaries were more 
likely than their male counterparts to be living with their 
spouse only. Married male beneficiaries were more likely 
to live with their spouse and children. 

Disability Program Criteria 
To qualify for disabled-worker benefits, a person has 

to meet both specific insured-status requirements and the 
relatively strict definition of disability stipulated in the 
law. To meet the insured-status requirements, a person 
generally must have worked in social security covered 
employment for at least 5 years in the 10 years preceding 
the disability. The definition of disability used by SSA 
is the inability to engage in any substantial gainful activity 
(SGA) by reason of a medically determinable physical 
or mental impairment that can be expected to result in 
death or that has lasted or can be expected to last for a 
continuous period of not less than 12 months. To be con- 
sidered disabled, a person must not only be unable to per- 
form his or her previous work or work commensurate 
with the previous work but also must not be able to engage 
in any other kind of substantial gainful work that exists 
in the national economy. In making a determination of dis- 
ability, the worker’s impairment or impairments must 
be the primary reason for his or her inability to engage 
in SGA, although age, education, and work experience 
can also be taken into consideration. The term “substantial 
gainful activity” is used to describe a level of work ac- 
tivity that is productive and yields or usually yields re- 
muneration or profit. 

It is clear that a person who becomes entitled to dis- 
abled-worker benefits essentially must be unable to do any 

work at all. However, the health status of many disabled- 
worker beneficiaries may improve as they convalesce 
and some of them eventually will be able to return to 
work. Disabled-worker beneficiaries who continue to meet 
the medical criteria for disability are allowed a 9-month 
(not necessarily consecutive) trial work period that permits 
them to attempt to return to work without the loss of their 
disabled-worker benefits. Any work and earnings during 
these 9 months are disregarded in determining whether the 
disability ceased during the trial work period, although 
medical evidence may still demonstrate recovery before 
the ninth month of trial work. 

Work in and of itself does not necessarily signal the 
end of a disability. The level of sustainable earnings this 
work generates is also considered before DI benefits are 
terminated. The following earnings criteria were estab- 
lished by SSA as reasonable indications of whether or not 
a disabled-worker beneficiary is engaged in SGA: Earnings 
as an employee averaging more than $300 per month will 
ordinarily demonstrate that an individual can engage in 
SGA and should be removed from the disabled-worker 
rolls; earnings averaging less than $190 per month will 
ordinarily demonstrate that an individual has not engaged 
in SGA; average earnings of $190 to $300 per month will 
require that consideration be given to all circumstances 
related to the work activity. Blind disabled workers have 
a special SGA level equal to the earnings test threshold 
for retired workers aged 65 or older. In 1982, this special 
SGA level was $500 per month. 

It is possible that some current disabled-worker benefici- 
aries will report earnings from their own work. About 
4 percent of the disabled-worker beneficiaries in the NBS 
reported they received earnings in the 3 months preceding 
the interview. 

Sources of Income 
The NBS included questions about sources and amounts 

of income received by the disabled worker and others 
living in his or her household for the 3 months preceding 
the month of interview (table A). Detailed information 
on sources and levels of income was obtained, generally 
separately, for the worker and his or her spouse. Data 
for an abbreviated set of income sources were gathered 
for the disabled worker’s children under age 19. The dis- 
abled worker also estimated the total monthly income 
received by each additional member of the household. 

The income measure used in this study is the sum of 
the reported incomes of the disabled worker, his or her 
spouse if present, and his or her children under age 19 
if any are present in the household. The incomes of others 
in the household, whether related to the disabled worker 
or not, are not included in this study. The primary reasons 
for excluding the income of others in the household from 
family income are that their income was not measured 
in as comprehensive a manner as the income of the 
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respondent, spouse, and minor children and that the sum- 
mary questions concerning the income of others in the 
household had high nonresponse rates. Another rationale 
for excluding the income of others in the household is 
that one of the categories for family income was “money 
from relatives or others in the household.” Presumably 
all monetary transfers to the family from others in the 
household are picked up under this heading. It is probable 
that in some households these other household members 
pay the rent or mortgage, the utility bills, and/or buy food 
for the entire household. The NBS did not attempt to as- 
certain the existence or level of intrahousehold in-kind 
transfers, and any such transfers that may exist are ignored 
in this study. 

Imputations were made for the receipt or level of in- 
come when these items were missing for either the 
disabled worker or the spouse. No imputations of income 
receipt or amount were made for children under age 19 
or for others in the household.3 

The disabled-worker beneficiaries in the NBS reported 
on family income that can be collapsed into 6 broad in- 
come sources-social security benefits, assets, earnings, 
pension income, other public transfers, and private trans- 
fers and other income. In addition, information was col- 
lected on the receipt of in-kind public transfers. 

In table 3, the percent of disabled-worker families with 
income from each of the 6 cash income categories is com- 
pared with the percent of all 1844 year-olds with income 
from similar sources. The data for the population aged 
1844 were determined from person (individual) records 
in the March 1983 Current Population Survey (CPS), 
a survey that gathered information on income for 1982. 
In the CPS, married couples are those in which either 
spouse is aged l&64. While not precisely analogous be- 
cause of differences in questionnaire design, survey and 
sampling methods, and the period for which income data 
were collected, the data from the two surveys can be com- 
pared to gain some insight about how the sources of in- 
come for disabled workers and their spouses differ from 
those of the general population. 

As one would expect, families of disabled workers are 
much more likely than the general population aged 18- 
64 to receive social security benefits and pension income. 
They are less likely to have earnings, income from assets, 
or other income. The large proportion of disabled-worker 
married couples with earnings is, as shall be seen later, 
due primarily to the earnings of the nondisabled spouse. 

‘In addition to these imputations, the social security benefit amounts 
reported on the NBS data tape were changed for a number of disabled 
workers, spouses, and children under age 19. Most of these changes oc- 
curred for one of two reasons. First, in a number of cases, nonreceipt 
of benefits was reported in 1 month or more but administrative records 
showed benefits were paid. In these cases, the reported zero benefits 
were changed to the benefit levels reported in administrative records. 
Second, in a smaller number of cases, multiple months benefits were re- 
ported to have been received in 1 month. In these cases, the excess 
benefits were removed. A listing of the changes to the social security 
benefit amounts is available from the author. 

Table 3.-Sources of income: Percent of disabled-worker 
beneficiaries and noninstitutionalized population aged 18- 
64, by income source, marital status, and sex 

Unmarried 
Married couples Unmarried men women 

Source of income NBS CPS NBS CPS NBS CPS 

Earnings 46 96 7 83 6 14 
Social secunty benefits. 99 6 99 5 99 9 
Pensions 41 I 18 2 23 3 
Asset income. 60 69 29 40 39 42 
Pubhc transfers. I9 23 27 I6 30 21 
Other................ 8 8 6 9 I3 I7 

Source: New Beneficiary Survey (NBS), October-December 1982, and Current 
Population Survey (CPS), March 1983. 

The only surprising data in table 3 are those that show 
that a smaller proportion of disabled-worker families than 
the population in general have asset income. This finding 
is especially surprising because the disabled workers are 
older on average and one would expect them to have 
accumulated more assets than their younger, nondisabled 
counterparts. One possible explanation for their lower 
receipt of asset income is that the disabled had to spend 
down their assets to cover medical and other living ex- 
penses. Whatever the explanation, the NBS disabled 
workers did not have large asset holdings. In an earlier 
analysis, it was found the median asset portfolio, exclud- 
ing own home, for the NBS disabled-worker population 
was only $400.4 

Receipt of income from each of the six categories is 
discussed below and is related to the age at which the 
beneficiary received disabled-worker benefits. 

Social Security Benefits 

Almost all (more than 99 percent) of the disabled 
workers in this study were receiving social security bene- 
fits at the time of the NBS interview (table 4). This is 
to be expected because those disabled-worker beneficiaries 
who had recovered were removed from the sample. The 
percent of disabled workers receiving social security bene- 
fits is very stable across all age, sex, and marital status 
categories. 

Social security benefits can also be a source of income 
for other members of the disabled worker’s family. Ob- 
viously, these additional social security benefits will be 
more important for families of married disabled-worker 
beneficiaries because married beneficiaries are more likely 
than unmarried beneficiaries to have dependent children 
and children under age 185 and their spouses may be elig- 

%ee Martynas A. Yeas, “Asset Holdings of the Newly Disabled: 
Findings From the New Beneficiary Survey,” Social Security Bulletin, 
December 1986, pages 5-12. 

XZhildren who become disabled before age 22 are also eligible for 
a dependent’s benefit, as are children through age 18 who are attending 
a secondary school. In 1982, children aged 18-22 were eligible for 
a dependent’s benefit if they were attending a postsecondary school. 
These benefits for student dependents have since been phased out. 
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Table 4.-Social security benefit income: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries, their spouses, and their children under 
age 19, by marital status, beneficiary status, sex, and age at first payable benefit 

Marital status and 
person receiving benefits Total 

Men, aged Women, aged 

la44 45-54 55-59 6&64 Total 1844 45-54 55-59 60-64 

Married, total 99 99 99 

Disabled worker. 
Self only. 

Spouse 
As wife/husband. 
As retired worker 
As disabled worker. 
Other/unknown. 

Child. 

99 
60 
36 
23 

8 
4 

24 

99 99 
25 62 
65 33 
59 24 
0, 2 
2 4 
3 2 

72 30 

Unmarried, total. 

Disabled worker. 
Self only 

Child. 

99 98 99 99 IO0 99 99 99 

99 98 99 99 IO0 99 99 99 
94 92 93 94 98 92 76 95 

5 6 5 6 2 7 23 4 

IO0 

100 
73 
26 
13 
8 
5 
I 

12 

IO0 

IO0 
64 
35 
I2 
I8 
5 

4 

100 99 IO0 

100 99 IO0 
47 40 62 
38 /I, 28 
0 /I) 0 

29 ,I/ I2 
IO ,I) I6 
,?I ,I, 0 
I5 57 I2 

loo 

100 
49 
50 

0 
39 
IO 
01 
2 

IO0 

IO0 
99 

IO0 

lo0 
31 
69 

0 
63 

6 

0 

99 

99 
98 

‘Fewer than 50 cases. 
*Less than 0.5 percent. 

ible for benefits as dependents, retired workers, or dis- 
abled workers. Benefits for a dependent are more common 
among the families of young (under age 45) disabled- 
worker beneficiaries than among those of older benefici- 
aries (table 4). Almost 60 percent of the wives of young 
married male disabled workers were receiving social 
security benefits as dependents.6 Minor children were re- 
ceiving social security benefits in more than 75 percent 
of the disabled-worker households with children present. 
As expected, the proportion of families receiving social 
security benefits for a dependent decreased as the age of 
the disabled-worker beneficiary increased. Also, as would 
be expected, the proportion of spouses receiving benefits 
as retired workers increased with the age of the married 
disabled-worker beneficiary-from less than 1 percent for 
all married beneficiaries under age 45 to more than 60 
percent for the husbands of female beneficiaries and 18 
percent for the wives of male beneficiaries over age 60. 
This difference in the percent of spouses of older benefici- 
aries with retired-worker benefits is explained largely 
by the fact that husbands tend to be older than their wives 
and, therefore, more husbands than wives are eligible 
for retired-worker benefits. 

Assets 

The second most commonly reported source of income 
for disabled-worker beneficiaries and their spouses was 
asset income. For the purposes of this paper, asset income 
comprises: interest from money market accounts, certifi- 
cates of deposit, savings accounts, checking accounts, and 
credit union accounts; interest from bonds; dividends from 

6No husbands of female disabled-worker beneficiaries received social 
security benefits as dependents, which is not surprising because less 
than 1 percent of all dependent spouses of disabled-worker beneficiaries 
are husbands. 

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982. 

stocks; net rental income; income from roomers or 
boarders; income from an individual retirement account 
(IRA) or Keogh account; income from annuities, life insur- 
ance, or private disability insurance; and, income from 
estates, trusts, or royalties. Information on amounts for 
al1 but three asset income types was collected jointly for 
married couples. Information about the other three asset 
types (IRA or Keogh; annuities, life insurance, or private 
disability insurance; and estates, trusts, and royalties) 
was collected separately for each spouse and combined 
for this study. 

Receipt of asset income is strongly related to age and 
marital status and, for the unmarried, to sex (table 5). 
Nearly 60 percent of all married-couple families had in- 
come from assets, compared with only 33 percent of all 
unmarried disabled-worker beneficiaries. This difference 
in receipt of asset income by marital status may be par- 
tially explained by the availability of earnings from the 
nondisabled spouse in married couples. These earnings 
complement disabled-worker benefits and may allow the 
family to meet everyday living expenses without spending 
down their assets. 

As one would expect, families of older disabled-worker 
beneficiaries (those headed by beneficiaries aged 55-64) 
are more likely than those of younger ones to have income 
from assets. (Across all four sex/marital status categories, 
reported receipt of asset income was 15-20 percentage 
points higher for families of older beneficiaries than for 
those of younger beneficiaries.) Older beneficiaries have 
had a longer worker life and more time to accumulate 
assets. 

Unmarried women beneficiaries were more likely than 
unmarried men to report the receipt of asset income (39 
percent and 29 percent, respectively). The receipt rate for 
women was higher regardless of the reason for being sin- 
gle (widowed, separated, divorced, or never married), but 
was substantially higher for divorced women (37 percent, 
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Table S.-Asset income: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries and their spouses, by marital status, source of income, sex, 
and age at first payable benefit 

Men, aged Women, aged 

Marital statlls and 
type of asset income TOM 18-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 Total 18-44 41-54 55-59 6&64 

Married, total ............ 60 39 56 64 13 

Interest income. .............. 
Savings ................... 
CD’s .................... 
Checking .................. 
Money market ............. 
Credit union ............... 
Bonds .................... 

Annuities and 
insurance .................. 

Dividends ................... 
Net rental income ............. 
Roomers and boarders ......... 
Estates and trusts ............. 
IRA’s and Keogh 

accounts .................. 

51 35 51 61 70 
43 24 31 41 55 
18 8 14 20 21 
14 6 13 14 19 
12 6 10 12 18 
11 IO 11 12 11 
5 2 5 5 I 

8 6 
8 3 
4 2 

11 
8 
5 
0 

8 
7 
3 

8 
10 
4 
1 
I 

2 

Unmarried, total. ......... 29 30 31 41 39 28 31 45 48 

Interest income. .............. 
Savings ................ 
CD’s ..................... 
Checking. ................. 
Money market ............. 
Credit union ........... ... 
Bonds .................... 

Annuities and 
insurance. ................. 

Dividends ................... 
Net rental income. .. ......... 
Roomers and boarders ......... 
Estates and trusts ............. 
IRA’s and Keogh 

accounts .................. 

27 
20 

4 
6 
4 
3 

2 
2 
2 

29 29 
21 22 

7 6 
8 8 
4 6 
4 3 
3 2 

43 
29 

7 
8 
9 

2 
2 

2 

0 

2 
2 

0 0 

2 
1 
0 

59 

57 
41 
17 
10 
9 

12 
5 

5 

52 52 62 70 

51 
38 
13 
10 
9 

11 
4 

60 
42 
22 
10 
IO 

68 
52 
23 
16 

47 
32 
10 
3 
2 

16 
3 

3 
4 
2 

12 
10 
10 

6 6 
6 10 
3 3 3 

1 
1 

1 

35 25 34 
26 19 26 

I 4 6 
6 2 5 
6 3 4 
4 2 4 
2 1 4 

4 
3 

0 

39 45 
30 32 

8 11 
8 8 
8 10 
5 6 

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982 

compared with 28 percent for divorced men) and never- 
married women (45 percent, compared with 28 percent for 
never-married men). 

Among the components of asset income, interest from 
savings accounts was by far the most commonly received: 
It was reported consistently by two-thirds of those report- 
ing any asset income. Interest income from sources other 
than savings accounts was ,the second most commonly re- 
ported source of asset income. 

Earnings 

Approximately half of the married-couple families had 
income from earnings, but only about 6 percent of the 
unmarried beneficiaries did (table 6). In married-couple 
families, the income earner was most often the spouse 
of the disabled worker. Husbands of female disabled- 
worker beneficiaries more frequently reported earnings 
than did wives of male disabled-worker beneficiaries (52 

Table 6.-Earned income: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries, their spouses, and their children under age 19, by marital 
status, earner, sex, and age at first payable benefit 

Marital status and 
person recewmg earnings 

Men, aged Women, aged 

Total 1w4 45-54 55-59 60-64 TOti l&44 45-54 5559 60-64 

44 49 53 43 38 54 80 71 46 36 
3 6 3 2 3 4 8 3 2 4 

41 46 49 41 35 52 77 70 45 34 
2 3 3 2 1 1 5 3 0 0 

Mamed, total 
Disabled worker. 
Spouse 
Child. 
More than 1 person 

with earnings 2 6 2 2 1 4 11 4 1 1 

Unmarried, total. I 11 4 4 4 6 12 6 3 3 
Disabled worker. 7 11 4 4 4 5 11 4 3 3 
Child. 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 3 0 0 
Both persons with earnings 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 I 0 0 

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982. 
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Table 7.-Pension income: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries and their spouses, by marital status, pension recipient, 
sex, and age at first payable benefit 

Marital status Total 

Men. aged Women, aged 

l&44 45-54 55-59 6&64 Total l&44 4%54 55-S’) 6C64 

Married, total 42 I7 38 50 53 38 I2 32 48 53 
Disabled worker.. 40 I7 36 47 49 22 8 I9 26 32 

Self only. 38 I7 36 44 45 I3 8 I4 14 14 
Self and spouse. 2 0 I 3 4 Y 0 5 11 IX 

Spouse only 2 0 I 2 3 I6 4 I3 22 21 

Unmarried. total. 18 5 I9 32 31 23 6 24 30 34 

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982. 

percent and 41 percent, respectively). The percent of hus- 
bands reporting earnings fell steadily with the age of the 
disabled wife while that of wives remained fairly constant 
until the disabled husband was over age 60. 

Overall, fewer of the married disabled-worker benefici- 
aries than of the unmarried reported “own earnings” (3 
percent, compared with 6 percent), but most of the dif- 
ference is accounted for by the higher reported receipt of 
earnings by unmarried disabled-worker beneficiaries under 
age 45. Eleven percent of unmarried beneficiaries under 
age 45 reported earnings, compared with 7 percent of mar- 
ried beneficiaries under age 45. Beyond age 45, the per- 
centages of married and unmarried disabled-worker 
beneficiaries reporting earnings are nearly identical. 

Pensions 

The sources of pension income included in the NBS 
are pensions from State, local, or Federal government 
employment; military pensions; railroad retirement bene- 
fits; and pensions from private employers or unions. Pen- 
sions may be received for either retirement or disability 
and may be based on the employment record of either the 
disabled worker or his or her current or former spouse. 
Of the married couples, 40 percent reported receipt of pen- 
sion income; only 20 percent of the unmarried persons 
did so (table 7). 

Of the 34 percent of the disabled workers who reported 
pension income, slightly more than half said it was from 
a disability pension. About 7 percent of those with pension 
income did not state the reason for pension receipt (dis- 
ability or retirement). The rest (42 percent) of the disabled- 
worker beneficiaries indicated they received income from 
retirement pensions, which is not surprising, given that 
more than half the disabled-worker beneficiaries were aged 
55 or older (table 1). Many pension plans allow for the 
payment of full or reduced retirement benefits as early as 
age 55. Some plans, most notably those covering the mili- 
tary, police, and fire fighters, allow such payments with 
no age restrictions after 20-25 years of service. 

Almost 25 percent of the husbands of married female 
disabled-worker beneficiaries reported receiving pension 
income, compared with 4 percent of the wives of married 

male disabled-worker beneficiaries. Retirement benefits 
were the source of pension income for 80 percent of the 
spouses of disabled workers who reported pension receipt. 
Given that just over half the spouses receiving pension 
income are husbands of female disabled-worker benefici- 
aries aged 55564, this finding is not surprising. 

Among the disabled workers themselves, married men 
were more than twice as likely as unmarried men to report 
the receipt of pension income (40 percent and 18 percent, 
respectively). However, pension receipt is strongly cor- 
related with age and the gap in the proportions for married 
and unmarried men narrows as they age. Marital status 
made little difference in the receipt rates for women (22 
percent for married beneficiaries and 23 percent for unmar- 
ried beneficiaries). 

Within married couples, the husband was usually more 
likely than the wife to report pension income. When the 
husband was the disabled worker, he was always more 
likely than his wife to have a pension. However, when the 
wife was the disabled worker, she was more likely to have 
a pension only if she was under age 55 at the time of en- 
titlement. After age 55, her husband was more likely to re- 
port pension income. This last result is not unexpected. 
Because husbands are usually somewhat older than their 
wives, many husbands of older female disabled-worker 
beneficiaries already will have reached retirement age and 
thus will be receiving retirement pension income. 

Other Public Transfers 

Another source of income for disabled-worker families 
is other public transfers, which include income from 
means-tested programs (supplemental security income 
(SSI) and State or local welfare programs (including aid 
to families with dependent children (AFDC)), non-means- 
tested programs (workers’ compensation, unemployment 
compensation, and black lung benefits), and veterans’ ben- 
efit programs, which include both means-tested benefits 
(veterans’ pensions) and non-means-tested benefits 
(veterans’ compensation). The veterans’ benefit data in 
the NBS cannot be separated into means-tested and non- 
means-tested components. As can be seen from table 8, 
other public transfer income is received by more unmarried 
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Table S.-Public transfer income (other than social security benefits): Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries, their spouses, 
and their children under age 19, by marital status, type of income, sex, and age at first payable benefit 

Marital status and 
twx of transfer income 

Married, total 
Means-tested. 

SSI..................... 
state welfare, 

Including AF’DC 
Non-means-tested. 

Workers’ compensation 
Unemployment compensation 
Black lung 

Veterans’ benefits. 

Unmarried, total.. 
Means-tested. 

SSI 
state welfare, 

including AFDC 
Non-means-tested. 

Workers’ compensation 
Unemployment compensation 
Black lung 

Veterans’ benefits.. 

Men, aged Women, aged 

Total la44 45-54 5%59 6&64 Total l&44 45-54 55-59 6&64 

20 26 20 21 17 I5 I9 I2 17 14 
4 II 4 3 2 5 7 4 4 4 
3 9 3 3 2 4 6 3 4 3 

2 5 2 I I I 2 I 0 I 
6 8 6 5 4 5 IO 3 5 3 
3 5 3 2 2 I 1 I I I 
2 3 2 2 I 4 IO I 3 2 
I 0 0 I 2 I 0 I 0 I 

I2 1 I2 I4 II 6 3 5 8 9 

27 31 27 I9 25 30 39 32 24 21 
I6 23 I4 7 IO 26 34 28 20 22 
I5 22 I3 6 10 24 31 27 I9 21 

I 2 2 I 0 4 I 4 2 2 
2 3 2 2 1 2 3 I I 3 
2 3 2 2 1 2 3 I I 2 
0 

0” 0” 
0 0 0 0 0 0 I 

0 1 0 0 0 I 0 I 
9 5 II 9 I5 3 2 3 4 3 

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982. 

disabled-worker beneficiaries than by married disabled- 
worker beneficiaries. It is also reported most often by ben- 
eficiaries who became entitled to social security disabled- 
worker benefits before age 45. 

Veterans’ benefits were the most commonly received 
form of other public transfer income for married couples. 
Veterans’ benefits can be paid for four different reasons. 
Veterans’ compensation is paid to veterans who are dis- 
abled as a result of an injury or illness incurred or aggra- 
vated while on active military duty. Veterans’ pension 
are means-tested payments made to wartime veterans with 
limited income who are totally and permanently disabled 
because of a condition not attributable to their military 
service. Surviving spouses, children, and parents of serv- 
ice persons or veterans who died from an illness or injury 
incurred or aggravated by active military duty or from 
a long-term non-service-connected disability may be elig- 
ible for monthly cash benefits. Finally, means-tested 
pensions may be paid to surviving spouses and children 
of wartime veterans who died from non-service-connected 
causes. The NBS data are not sufficiently detailed to allow 
its measure of veterans’ benefits to be sorted into these 
four categories. 

Veterans’ benefits were received by 12 percent of the 
couples in which the husband was the disabled-worker 
beneficiary. Only 20 percent of these couples were receiv- 
ing income from public transfers so veterans’ benefits 
were the primary source of their other public transfer in- 
come. Veterans’ benefits were also the primary source 
of public transfer income for married-couple families in 
which the wife was the disabled-worker beneficiary. Only 
6 percent of these families had veterans’ benefit income, 
however. Aside from veterans’ benefits, married disabled- 

worker families were slightly more likely to report receipt 
of non-means-tested public transfer income than of means- 
tested income. 

Among the unmarried disabled workers and their chil- 
dren, SSI, a means-tested income source, was by far the 
most often-reported source of other public transfer income. 
It was received by 15 percent of all unmarried male bene- 
ficiaries (56 percent of those reporting other public transfer 
income) and by almost 25 percent of the unmarried female 
beneficiaries (80 percent of those with public transfer in- 
come). Veterans’ benefits were the second most common 
source of public transfer payments for the unmarried men, 
and State or local welfare programs were the second most 
common source for the unmarried women. 

Contributions from Others 
and Other Income 

Contributions from others include alimony and child 
support as well as contributions from persons other than 
the spouse both inside and outside the household. This 
source of income was the least often mentioned for all sex/ 
marital status categories except for unmarried women. 
More unmarried women received contributions from others 
than received earnings (10 percent, compared with 6 per- 
cent). Only 4 percent of the married couples and unmar- 
ried men listed contributions from others among their 
sources of income (table 9). Among all sex/marital status 
groups, those under age 45 at first benefit receipt were 
the most likely to have this source of income. 

Other income is all cash income from sources not pre- 
viously mentioned. Income from this catchall source was 
reported by only 4 percent of the married disabled-worker 
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Table 9.---Contributions from others and cash income not previously accounted for: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries 
and their spouses, by marital status, source of income, sex, and age at first payable benefit 

Marital status and 
source of income Total 

Men, aged Women, aged 

18-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 Total 1-4 4>54 55-59 6G54 

Married, total ............ 
Contributions from others ...... 

In household. .............. 
Outside household .......... 
Alimony and/or child support 

Other cash income ............ 

8 I2 8 I 7 8 II 7 4 IO 
3 8 3 2 2 4 9 5 2 I 
2 3 2 2 2 2 2 3 2 I 
I 3 0 I I 1 3 1 0 0 
0 2 0 0 0 I 5 I 0 0 
5 5 4 5 4 4 3 2 3 IO 

Unmarried, total.. 6 9 5 3 5 I3 I6 I3 I2 IO 
Contributions from others 4 7 2 I 4 IO 14 II IO 6 

In household. 2 3 I I 2 4 5 5 5 2 
Outside household 2 4 I 0 2 4 6 4 3 3 
Alimony and/or child support 0 0 0 0 I 2 4 3 2 1 

Other cash income 2 2 3 2 2 3 2 3 2 4 

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982. 

beneficiary families and by less than 3 percent of the un- 
married beneficiaries. 

In-Kind Transfers 

Another important component of economic well-being 
is in-kind income. The NBS asked about three types of 
in-kind benefits, all means-tested-public housing or rent 
subsidies, energy assistance, and food stamps. Data on 
the cash value of these benefits were obtained only for 
food stamps. 

Unmarried disabled-worker beneficiaries were more 
likely than married beneficiaries to receive income from 
in-kind transfers (table 10). More than 20 percent of 
unmarried male disabled-worker beneficiaries and 40 per- 
cent of unmarried female disabled-worker beneficiaries 
received at least one form of in-kind transfer income, com- 
pared with 13 percent of the married male disabled-worker 
beneficiaries and 8 percent of the married female disabled- 
worker beneficiaries. Food stamps were the most often 
reported form of in-kind income. They were received by 
at least half of those receiving any in-kind transfers, re- 
gardless of sex or marital status. Energy assistance was 

also reported by almost half those reporting any in-kind 
transfers, but housing subsidies were consistently less 
commonly received. In general, for all sex/marital status 
categories, receipt of in-kind transfers declined as the 
age of the disabled worker increased. 

Total Income 
The total income measure used in this article is the sum 

of all sources of cash income described earlier. Income 
from each component of these sources was recorded for 
each of the 3 months preceding the month of interview. 
The income figures presented below are the average of 
the sum of the amounts for these 3 months. 

The distribution of average total monthly income is 
given in table 11 (and in more detail in table B). About 
one-third of the married-couple families had an average 
total income of less than $1,000 per month; one-fifth had 
an average income of $2,000 or more in the last 3 months. 
The median total monthly income of married disabled 
men and their families was $1,230; the median income 
for the families of married disabled women was about 

Table lO.-In-kind transfer income: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries and their spouses, by marital status, type of in- 
come, sex, and age at first payable benefit 

Marital status and 
type of transfer Total 

Men, aged Women, aged 

18-44 45-54 55-59 6&64 Total l8+4 4%54 55-59 6cL64 

Married, total I3 28 I2 IO IO 8 10 9 7 6 
Housing subsidies. 2 5 I I I I 2 I I 1 
Energy assistance 8 I3 8 I 6 4 2 5 4 5 
Food stamps 8 I9 7 5 5 4 8 5 2 3 

Unmarried, total. 
Housing subsidies. 
Energy assistance. 
Foal stamps 

22 26 22 20 I4 40 45 44 36 33 
6 7 4 5 3 IO I6 9 9 6 
9 11 8 8 6 22 20 24 23 I8 

12 I5 I4 IO 1 24 27 28 21 21 

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982 
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Table Il.-Average total monthly income for 3 months preceding month of interview: Percentage distribution of disabled- 
worker beneficiaries, by marital status, income, sex, and age at first payable benefit 

Mm, a& Women. aped 

Total IX-44 45-54 55-59 M&64 T01al 1844 45-54 55-5') 60.64 

Medianl.................. $1,230 $1,160 $1,250 $1,240 $1,240 $1,360 $1,630 $1,420 $1,240 $1,170 

Median1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $490 $430 $520 %560 $600 $460 $460 !Mso $470 $500 

‘Mcthan\ rounded to nearest $10. Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982. 

10 percent higher, $1 ,360.7 The pattern of median income 
by age of the disabled worker at first payable benefit var- 
ied between the latter two groups. For disabled married 
men, median monthly income increased at age 45 and then 
remained steady, while for disabled married women, me- 
dian income declined steadily with age. This median in- 
come pattern for married female disabled workers may 
occur because as these women reach older ages, their hus- 
bands are retiring from the labor market and their retire- 
ment benefits are lower than their former earnings. For 
married male disabled workers, however, the wife’s retire- 
ment income is lower because wives tend to be younger 
than their disabled husbands and their retirement would be 
at a later point in the marriage. Thus one may expect me- 
dian income to be more steady across ages for the families 
of married male disabled-worker beneficiaries. 

About one-third of the unmarried disabled-worker bene- 
ficiaries had average monthly incomes of less than $400 
while about 1 in 8 had an average income of $1,000 or 
more a month. The median monthly income of unmarried 
disabled men was $49&$30 higher than that of unmar- 
ried disabled women.* 

Another way to analyze income receipt is to measure the 
share of income derived from each source of income. 
Aggregate income shares were determined by summing 
dollar income from each major source of income for all 
families and dividing by the sum of all income for all 
families. Table 12 gives the share of total income provided 
by each of several income sources. Table 13 compares 
these NBS income shares with income shares for 25-64- 
year-olds from the CPS. The 2544 age range is used 
instead of the 18-64 age range because it is felt that the 
very different age distributions of the NBS disabled popu- 
lation and the civilian noninstitutionalized population- 
21 percent of the latter are aged 18-24 while only 4 per- 
cent of the former are in that age range-will influence 
both shares of income and median total income levels. By 
eliminating those aged 18-24 from both groups, a more 
precise comparison of the disabled and the noninstitu- 
tionalized population can be made. 

Shares of Aggregate Income 
To this point, the analysis has concentrated on sources 

of family income and the total level of family income. 

Earnings were the primary source of income for the 
noninstitutionalized population aged 25-64, accounting 
for 90 percent of the reported income for married couples 
and unmarried men and for almost 80 percent of the in- 
come of unmarried women. Asset income and public trans- 
fer income were the second and third most important 
sources, respectively, accounting for 2Z6 percent of re- 
ported income. Social security and railroad retirement 
benefits (the amounts are combined on the CPS data tape) 
supply only I-4 percent of the income for this age group. 

‘These median monthly amounts are only slightly lower than the 
$1,500 and $1,470 reported by married retired-worker men and their 
wives and retired-worker women and their husbands, respectively. For 
further information on the incomes of newly retired workers, see Linda 
Drazga Maxfield, “Income of New Retired Workers by Age at First 
Benefit Receipt: Findings from the New Beneficiary Survey,” Social 
Security Bulletin, July 1985, pages 7-26. 

*The unmarried retired-worker beneficiaries in the NBS reported 
substantially higher median monthly incomes than the unmarried dis- 
abled-worker beneficiaries ($780 for unmarried retired-worker men 
and $760 for unmarried retired-worker women). See Maxfield, July 
1985, op. cit., for further information. 

For disabled persons aged 2544, the primary sources 
of income are quite different. Social security (and railroad 
retirement) benefits are the major income source for dis- 
abled-worker beneficiaries, supplying almost two-thirds of 
the income for unmarried beneficiaries and 43 percent 
for married beneficiaries. For married couples, earnings 
are also an important income source, accounting for 28 
percent of their total income. Earnings are only 3 percent 
of the income of unmarried disabled-worker beneficiaries. 
Pensions, asset income, and public transfer income each 
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Table 12.-Shares of aggregate income: Percentage distribution of disabled-worker beneficiaries, their spouses, and their 
children under age 19, by marital status, selected income sources, sex, and age at first payable benefit 

Marital status and 
lncmne source 

Married, total 
Eammgs 
Social security benefits 
Other public pensions. 
Private pensions 
Asset income 
Other public transfers. 
Other income 

Unmarried, total. 
Earnings 
Social security benefits 
Other public pensmns. 
Private pensions 
Asset income 
Other public transfers, 
Other income 

Men, aged Women, aged 

Total 18-44 45-54 55-59 b&b4 Total l&44 4ss4 55-59 60-H 

loo 100 100 100 100 100 100 loo loo 100 
24 30 28 2.2 18 41 62 48 31 21 
45 50 44 44 45 36 27 32 38 49 

3 2 3 4 4 7 I 5 11 8 
9 3 8 12 12 5 I 4 7 9 

10 4 10 11 14 7 2 8 8 9 
6 8 6 5 5 3 4 2 4 2 
2 3 2 2 2 1 2 I 1 2 

100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 loo 100 
4 8 3 2 I 3 7 3 1 2 

65 63 66 67 67 62 62 65 58 63 
4 I 6 5 4 3 I 3 5 3 
7 1 6 12 15 7 2 10 8 9 
6 3 9 8 7 11 3 7 19 13 

12 21 8 5 6 7 11 7 5 7 
2 2 2 1 2 7 14 5 4 3 

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982. 

supply 5-12 percent of the total incomes of disabled- 
worker beneficiaries.9 

Table 13 also shows the median monthly income levels 
of all persons aged 25-64 and of disabled-worker benefici- 
aries in that age range. Unmarried disabled women, the 
group of new disabled-worker beneficiaries aged 25-64 
with the lowest median income, are best off relative to 
their nondisabled counterparts. Their median income 
($470) is just over half the median income of $920 re- 
ceived by all unmarried women aged 25-64. Unmarried 
disabled men in that age range are the worst off relative to 
their nondisabled counterparts: Their median income is 
not quite 40 percent of the nondisabled group’s median in- 
come ($520, compared with $1,320). The median monthly 
income of disabled-worker married couples is less than 
half that of all married couples aged 25-64 ($1,260 and 
$2,750, respectively). 

Table 12 shows that social security benefits provide 
the largest share of monthly income for all marital status/ 
sex/age groups except for the families of married female 
disabled-worker beneficiaries who received a first payable 
disabled-worker benefit before age 55. Earnings were 
the primary source of income for this subgroup. Social 
security benefits provided about 40 percent of the average 
monthly income for the families of married disabled 
workers and about 65 percent for unmarried disabled 
workers. 

Another way to look at the relative importance of social 
security benefits to disabled workers and their families 
is to look at what percent rely on social security benefits 
for at least half their total income. Fifty percent of the 
married couples and more than 80 percent of the unmarried 
disabled workers relied on social security for at least half 

9Maxfield, July 198.5, op.cit., found social security benefits provided 
about 35 percent of the income of married retired workers and 40 percent 
for the unmarried. Pensions, asset income, and earnings each provided 
15-20 percent of the total income of retired workers. 

Table 13.-Shares of total income: Percent of families of 
disabled-worker beneficiaries aged 25-64 and noninstitu- 
tionalized population aged 25-64, by income source, mari- 
tal status, and sex 

Sources of income 

Married Unmarried Unmarried 
COUPkS l”tT” WO”l~” 

NBS CPS NBS CPS NBS CPS 

Eammgs 28 90 3 89 3 78 
Social security and 

railroad retire- 
ment benefits. 43 1 66 1 62 4 

Pensions 12 2 12 1 10 2 
Asset income. 10 4 6 4 11 6 
Public transfers. 5 2 I1 3 7 6 
Other income 2 1 2 1 7 4 

Median monthly 
incomel . . . . . . . . . . $1.260 $2.750 $520 $1.320 $470 $920 

‘Medians rounded to nearest $10. 
Source: New Beneficiary Survey (NBS), October-December 1982, and Current 

Populatmn Survey (CPS), March 1983. 

their total income (table 14). The proportion of beneficiary 
families whose social security benefits amounted to at 
least half their income did not vary much by age for dis- 
abled married men or for disabled unmarried men and 
women. It increased with age, however, for disabled mar- 
ried women reflecting the retirement behavior and subse- 
quent social security retirement benefit status of their 
husbands. 

Social security benefits were the sole source of income 
for 37 percent of the disabled unmarried men and 24 
percent of the disabled unmarried women. It was the only 
source of income for about 10 percent of the married bene- 
ficiaries. The percentage of new disabled beneficiaries 
relying exclusively on these benefits for income decreased 
with their age. 

Earnings were the second most important source of 
income by share size for families of married disabled- 
worker beneficiaries. They accounted for almost 25 per- 
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Table 14.-Relative importance of social security benefits: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries, their spouses, and their 
children under age 19, by marital status, percent of income from benefits, sex, and age at first payable benefit 

Marital status and 
proportion of income 

from social security benefits Total 

Men. aged Women, aged 

18-44 45-54 55-59 6G64 Total 18-44 4>54 55-59 -64 

Married: 
Less than SO percent. 46 39 49 49 44 61 81 73 52 41 
50 percent or more 54 61 51 51 56 39 17 27 48 59 
90 percent or InOtt. ........ 16 24 17 I3 14 15 9 I3 17 19 
loo percent. ............ IO I7 I1 8 6 8 7 IO 8 7 

Unmarried: 
Less than 50 percent. ....... 
50 percent or more ......... 
90 percent or more .......... 
loo percent. .............. 

17 I8 I5 I7 15 19 18 I8 20 20 
83 82 85 83 85 81 82 82 80 80 
51 57 49 49 39 36 43 34 34 31 
37 42 34 40 26 24 37 26 22 20 

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982. 

cent of all family income in the families of male disabled- 
worker beneficiaries and more than 40 percent in the 
families of female beneficiaries. As might be expected, 
the proportion of total income derived from earnings falls 
steadily with the age of the disabled worker. 

Asset income is the third largest source of income to 
families of married disabled-worker respondents. This 
source of income is not very important for those who came 
on the DI rolls before age 45 (it accounts for about 3 per- 
cent of the income of the families of these young disabled- 
worker beneficiaries) because they have had a relatively 
short period during which they could accumulate assets. 
For the families of older married disabled-worker benefici- 
aries, asset income accounts for 8-13 percent of total in- 
come. 

After social security benefits, income from other public 
transfers, from assets, and from private pensions are the 
three most significant sources of income for unmarried dis- 
abled workers. Each of these sources accounted for 6- 
12 percent of their total income. In general, the share of 
total income from other public transfers fell with age and 
that from private pensions and assets rose with age. 

Table 15 shows how shares of total family income are 
distributed across family members (disabled workers, 
spouse, and children) and sources of income. ‘0 The data 
for unmarried disabled workers show that 98 percent of 
family income is attributable to the disabled worker and 
60-65 percent of this income comes from social security 
benefits. Almost all of the income contributed by children 
under age 19 (2 percent of the total family income) comes 
from their social security benefits as dependents of the 
beneficiary. 

In the families of married disabled workers, the hus- 
band, whether disabled or not, provided almost two-thirds 

%come from jointly reported assets in table 15 were divided equally 
between the disabled worker and his or her spouse. Differences in asset 
income receipt are due to differences in separately recorded income from 
IRA or Keogh accounts, from annuities, life insurance, or private dis- 
ability insurance, and from estates, trusts, and royalties. 

of the total family income. The wife, whether or not dis- 
abled, provided one-third, and children provided only 
3 percent of total income. Social security benefits ac- 
counted for just under two-thirds of the disabled worker’s 
income among both men and women, and earnings were 
the source of almost two-thirds of their spouses’ income. 
Spousal earnings fell as a percent of total income as the 
age of the disabled worker increased; yet, this reduction 
was offset almost percent for percent by increases in 
spousal income from social security benefits, pensions, 
and assets. 

Summary 
The data for this NBS sample reflect the income charac- 

teristics of disabled-worker beneficiaries who first came 
on the DI rolls from mid-1980 to mid-1981 and were still 
receiving social security benefits when they were inter- 
viewed at the end of 1982. For unmarried beneficiaries, 
median total monthly income was less than $500. For 
married beneficiaries, it was more than $1,200. These 
median income levels are roughly half those of the non- 
institutionalized population aged 25-64. 

The primary reason that families of married benefici- 
aries are better off financially than unmarried beneficiaries 
is the presence of earnings from the disabled worker’s 
spouse. Spousal earnings accounted for 20 percent of the 
income in families of married male disabled-worker bene- 
ficiaries and 40 percent in the families of married female 
disabled-worker beneficiaries. Spousal retirement income 
(pensions and social security benefits) also contributed 
to the well-being of married disabled workers relative to 
that of unmarried disabled workers. 

Social security disabled-worker benefits were the most 
important income source for the disabled workers them- 
selves, constituting 60-67 percent of their total income. 
Social security dependent benefits were the most important 
component of children’s total income. Relatively few 
spouses received social security benefits as dependents 
of a disabled-worker beneficiary (23 percent of the wives 
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of male disabled workers and no husbands of female 
disabled workers), but social security retired-worker bene- 
fits were an important source of income to spouses of 
older disabled workers. 

Overall, social security benefits are the most important 
source of income for disabled workers and their families. 
They account for 40 percent of the total income for fam- 
ilies of married disabled-worker beneficiaries and half 

of these families rely on social security benefits for at least 
50 percent of their income. Social security benefits provide 
almost two-thirds of the total income of unmarried dis- 
abled-worker beneficiaries. For more than 80 percent of 
these unmarried beneficiaries, at least half their income 
comes from social security benefits and for more than 30 
percent, social security benefits are the source of all their 
income. 

Table E-Average total monthly income received by family: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries, their spouses, and 
their children under age 19, by marital status, family member, income source, sex, and age at first payable benefit 

Marital status, 
family member, 

and income source Total I B--24 45-54 55-59 6&64 Total ‘8-44 45-54 55-59 6&64 

Married disabled worker: 
Self only, total income. .... 

Earnings ............... 
Social security benefits ...... 
Other pensions ............ 
Assets .................... 
Other income .............. 

Spouse, total income ...... 
Earnings .................. 
Social security benefits ...... 
Other pensions ............. 
Assets .................... 
Other mcome .............. 

Children (under age 19). 
total income .......... 

Earnings ................. 
Social security benefits ...... 
Other income .............. 

64 55 62 66 68 33 27 33 35 39 
2 4 2 I 1 2 I 2 2 2 

38 37 37 39 39 22 2’ 22 22 25 
I2 4 1’ I5 I4 4 I 3 4 6 
6 3 7 6 8 4 I 5 5 5 
6 8 6 6 6 I 2 I 2 I 

33 36 34 33 32 65 68 66 65 61 
22 26 26 21 I7 39 61 46 29 I9 

4 5 3 4 6 I2 2 9 15 23 
I 0 0 1 I 8 I 6 14 II 
4 I 3 5 6 3 I 3 4 4 
2 4 2 2 2 3 4 2 3 3 

3 9 4 1 0 2 5 I 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
3 9 4 I 0 2 5 I 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Unmarried disabled worker: 
Self only, total tnc”me. .... 

Eammgs .................. 
Social security benefits ...... 
Other pensions ............ 
Assets .................... 
Other income ........... 

Children (under age 19). 
total income .......... 

Earnings ................ 
Social secunty benefits ..... 
Other income .............. 

Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982 

99 98 99 98 lo0 98 92 99 99 lo0 
4 8 3 2 I 3 6 3 1 2 

64 62 64 65 66 60 55 64 58 63 
1’ 2 I2 I7 19 IO 3 13 I2 I2 
6 3 9 8 7 ‘1 3 7 I9 I3 

14 23 IO 6 7 I4 25 II 9 IO 

I 2 1 2 0 2 8 I I 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
I 2 I 2 0 2 7 I I 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Men, aged Women, aged 
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Table A.-Sources of income’ in 3 months immediately preceding interview: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries, 
by selected income source, age at first payable benefit,* marital status, and sex 

Income source 

in prior 3 months 

Total number (in thousanos)................. 111.1 17.1 29.4 35.7 28.9 

Percent of households recrivinq-- 

Earnin.~s ....................................... 
?"cial ;ecurity ................................ 
Petiresent benefits other than Social Security, 

':ther public pcnslons ........................ 

Government pensions ........................ 

Cederal .................................. 
state .. local ........................... 
wilitary ................................. 

sailroad retirement ........................ 

Private nrnsions ............................. 

Income from assets ............................. 

interest ..................................... 

Income from I%A‘or Keogh ..................... 

Cther income from assets ..................... 

Dividends .................................. 

Sental income .............................. 

Income from ......... boarders ............ 

Estates* trusts, .. royalties .............. 
Private annuities .......................... 

Veterans* benefits ............................. 

Rlack Lung benefits ............................ 
Unemployment compensatlo ........................ 

Uorkers' compensation .......................... 

Public assIstanc ............................... 
Supplemental Security Income ................. 
State .. local welfare, including AFDC ....... 

Alimony .. child support ....................... 
Contributions from relatives .. others ......... 

In the household ............................. 

hot in the household ......................... 

Cther income ................................... 

43.6 
99.5 

42.1 
9.0 
a.b 

.R 
6.0 
2.2 

.3 
34.4 

60.3 
56.7 

P 

1812 
7.5 
4.2 

.a 

.7 
8.4 

11.5 
.9 

2.1 
2.9 
4.3 
3.4 

1.7 
.4 

3.0 
2.1 

1.0 
4.6 

49.7 49.3 42.2 36.0 
r9.4 9E.Y 90.6 9Y.8 

17.1 37.5 451.5 52.6 
4.1 7.3 9.5 12.7 
4.1 7.2 9.4 12.4 

.3 .3 1.4 1.1 
2.P 4.1 6.3 9.4 
1.0 2.9 2.2 2.3 
0 .1 .5 .5 

13.0 30.5 41.6 42.0 
3e.9 56.1 63.8 72.b 
35.2 50.7 61.2 70.0 

0 .b .7 1.7 
11.2 19.6 16.3 2o.c 

3.3 7.5 7.2 10.3 
2.6 5.3 3.6 5.0 

.5 .4 1.1 .9 
0 .6 1.2 .7 
6 l l 10.6 8.4 7.5 
7.2 11.6 14.0 10.7 
0 .3 1.1 1.7 

3.G 2.4 2.1 1.2 

5.4 3.2 2.5 1.5 
10.8 3.8 3.4 2.2 

b.9 2.6 2.6 2.0 
5 .2 1.7 .9 .6 
2.1 .3 0 J 

5.7 2.7 2.5 2.5 
2.E 2.3 1.9 1.7 
3 .1 .4 .6 .e 
4.7 4.5 4.6 4.5 

In-kind benefits ............................... 13.3 28.1 11.7 10.3 0.7 

Pubtic housin? .. rent subsidies ............. 1.6 5.2 .9 .9 1.9 
Energy assistance ............................ 7.7 12.6 7.6 6.6 6.4 
Food stam.s .................................. 7.8 19.2 7.1 4.8 5.3 

Errcent of rrspondents receivino-- 

Earnin?s....................................... 

Social Security................................ 
Retirement benefits other than Social Security. 

Sther public pensions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..*...... 

Private pensions............................. 
Income from assCts......r...................... 

See footnotes atend of table. 

Total Under Pge Age Age 

age 45 45-54 55-59 6'1-64 

Parried men and their wives 

3.2 5.2 3.3 2.0 3.5 
09.5 99.4 98.9 99.6 99.8 

40.3 16.8 36.4 47.3 49.4 

3.0 4.1 7.2 e.9 10.0 

32.9 12.7 29.4 39.5 40.3 
60.0 38.4 55.8 63.7 72.5 
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Income source 
in prior ? months 

Table A.-Sources of income’ in 3 months immediately preceding interview: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries, 
by selected income source, age at first payable benefit,2 marital status, and sex-Continued 

Total Under Ale AOP AC=? 
age 45 45-54 55-59 60-64 

Married women and their husoands 

Total numb-r (in thousands) . . . . . . . ..*....... 32.6 6 . 1 8.7 a.4 6.3 

"prrent of households recpivinq-- 
'arnincs ....................................... 
ZociaL ~rcurity ................................ 
irtirrmpnt benefits other than :ncial Security. 

.thpr public Densions ........................ 
'ovcrnaent pensions ........................ 

.ederal .................................. 
Ztatr .. lOC.~l........................... 
..ilit6ry ................................. 

‘ailroud ret~remcnt ........................ 

Irivite pensinns ............................. 
Income .... ..ssrts ............................. 

:nt.rest ..................................... 
Income from ia& .. ~eogh ..................... 

'ther incomr fron assets ..................... 
~.ividPnds .................................. 
?rntal incomP .............................. 
:ncovc from roolrers .. boaroers ............ 

'stdtes, trusts, or royaltirs .............. 
Crivatr annuities .......................... 

VrtPrans* tenefits ............................. 

'lack lung brnefits ............................ 
Unemolnymrnt compensation ...................... 
Jnrkcrs' compPns.jtion .......................... 
PuP,lic assistance .............................. 

~upplfmcntal Security Incomr ................. 
-+?te or Local kelfarp, inclulinn AFCC ....... 

klinony .. child SunFort ....................... 
Contributions from relatives .. others ......... 

In the household ............................. 
'et in the holr5rhold ......................... 

"ti-cr irc0.p ................................... 

53.9 73.2 55.1 
*9.6 94.3 99.5 
:7.5 12.0 32.5 
15.2 5.3 12.6 
13.5 5.3 12.2 

3.1 0 1.4 
9.1 3.3 e.', 
7.4 2 .o 2.4 
1.9 0 .? 

25.7 6.7 21.3 
"9.3 52.1 53.3 
F6.L 47.4 50 .a 

.I .7 .o 
15.3 10.2 lP.4 

6.3 4.2 7.5 
3 .A 2.3 5 .t 
1.2 1.3 1.9 

rb 1.3 .Q 
5.0 2.6 5.7 
6.4 2 .b 5.2 

.7 0 1.0 
3.7 9 . E 1.4 
1 .? .9 .9 
4.6 6.C 3.3 
4.2 5.9 3.3 

l b 2.0 1.0 

1 .z 4.6 1 .I 
2.7 4.6 3.P 
l.Q 1.5 3.3 

. .P 3.3 .5 
4.1 2.7 2.7 

In-kinc henrfits ............................... 7.0 
-uLllic housinm .. rent subsidies............. 1.1 
:nfr.y .ssi-t~.nrr ............................ 4.2 
..... stamcs .................................. 4 . 0 

r'crcent of resnonaents receivinq-- 
tnrninqiz ....................................... 3.5 

i9.b 
71.7 

6.7 
15.0 
F8.b 

Cocial security . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..*........... 
letiremrnt benefits other than focial Srcuritv. I - 

?ther nublic ppnsionr ........................ 
irivate ornsions ............................. 

Income from assets ............................. 

See f~~"tnotes at end oitable 

10.2 
2.0 
2.0 
7.6 

6.7 
55.3 

P.C 
5.3 
4.7 

50.7 

42.0 31.E 
95.6 120.0 
4P.l 53.2 
22.5 17.6 
1i.l 15.0 

4.7 5.5 
10.8 7.P 

5.3 3.2 
3.4 2.h 

33.1 40.7 
62.5 6=.6 
h').3 67.6 

.4 1.4 
14.3 17 .5 

5.7 Q..c 
3.c 3.7 

.q .7 

.4 .7 
5.7 5.p. 
r .T a.0 

.4 1.3 
3.0 2.1 
1.3 .7 
4.4 3.5 
4.4 3.2 
0 .7 
n 
i.7 

: 
.6 

1.7 .t 
0 0 
3 .o 0.t 

5.1 6.6 6.0 
.5 .5 1.3 

5.2 4.4 4.7 
4.5 1.' 2.7 

3.2 3.0 3.3 
90.5 OF.6 lCO.i 
15.3 25.6 32.3 

7.0 7.P 7.6 
12.3 17.8 24.5 
52.4 h2.5 bF.? 
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Table A.-Sources of income’ in 3 months immediately preceding interview: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries, 
by selected income source, age at first payable benefit,2 marital status, and sex-Continued 

Income s""rce 
in prior 3 months 

Total number (in thousands)................, 39.5 16.9 8.1 8.7 5.8 

Fcrcept of housphnlds recefving-- 
Farninls ....................................... 
Social Security ................................ 
Petirement benefits other than Social Security. 

Other aublfc pensions ........................ 
Government pensions ........................ 

Federal .................................. 
State or local ........................... 
military ................................. 

Railroad retirement ........................ 
Private pensions ............................. 

Income from assets ............................. 
Interest ..................................... 
Income from IRA .. Keogh ..................... 
Other income from assets ..................... 

Dividends .................................. 
Qrntat income .............................. 
income from roomers or boarders ............ 
Lstatesr trusts, or royalties .............. 
Private annuitits .......................... 

Veterans* benefits ............................. 
Black luns benefits ............................ 
Unemployment compensation ...................... 
iiorkers* compensation .......................... 
Public assistance .............................. 

Supplementat security Income ................. 
State .. Local welfare* including AFDC ....... 

Alimony .. child support ....................... 
Contributions *ram relatives or others ......... 

In the household ............................. 

hot in the household ......................... 
Other income ................................... 

6.6 10.7 4.0 3.6 3.8 
58.Q 98.2 98.9 90.5 100.0 
13.4 4.e 19.3 32.0 36.7 

5.3 1.q 7.1 e.2 a.3 
4.6 1.0 7 .l 6.6 8.3 

.3 0 .O 1.0 .8 
3.2 1.0 4.9 3.6 6.8 
1.0 0 2.2 2.0 .7 

.7 .e 0 1.5 C 
13.6 2.9 12.1 24.6 29.9 
28.9 21.1 30.3 30.5 47.1 
27.0 15.5 28.‘ 28.9 43.4 

0 0 0 0 @ 
5.3 3.9 6.1 5.0 E . 9 
1.6 1.3 2.2 .5 2.9, 

.7 0 2.2 0 1.4 

.9 .6 .5 .5 3.0 
.3 .3 0 .5 .7 

2.4 1.b 1.7 3.5 3.7 
8.6 5.0 10.6 9.3 i5.2 

.l 0 c .5 !I 

.l .3 0 0 .O 
2.1 2.9 1.6 2.1 .e 

16.0 23.3 14.5 7.0 10.5 
15.2 22.2 13.4 6.5 10.5 

1.3 1.8 1.6 1.0 0 
.l 0 0 0 .6 

4.0 7.0 2 .l .5 3.1 
1.5 3.2 1.1 .5 1.5 
2.0 3.7 1.0 0 1.5 
2.4 2.3 2.9 2.5 1.5 

In-kind benefits ............................... 22.0 25.6 22.0 20.2 14.4 
Fublic housing or rent sutsidies ............. 5.5 7.4 3.0 5.1 3.1 
Fnerqy assistance ............................ 9.r 10.9 8.3 7.9 6.0 
Food stamps .................................. 12.2 14.6 13.7 9.7 6.9 

Dercent of rrsponnents receiving-- 

Earnings ....................................... 
Social Security ................................ 
Retirement benefits other than Social Security. 

other public pensions ........................ 
Private pensions ............................. 

Income from assets ............................. 

See footnotes at end of table 

6.7 10.7 3.4 3.6 3.8 
95.9 9e .2 98.9 99.5 100.0 
18.4 4.8 19.3 32.0 36.7 

5.3 1.9 7.1 E.2 8.3 
13.6 2.9 12.1 24.8 29.9 
28.9 21 .l 30.3 30.5 47.1 

Total Under Age Age Age 
age 45 45-54 55-55 60-64 

Unmarried men 
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Table A.-Sources of income’ in 3 months immediately preceding interview: Percent of disabled-worker beneficiaries, 
by selected income source, age at first payable benefit,2 marital status, and sex-Continued 

Incove source Total Under Age Age Age 
In pr,or 3 months age 45 45-54 55-55 60-64 

Total number (in thousands).........*....... 32.2 6.3 7.8 T.7 6.4 

?rrcent of households recrivina-- 
Earnings ....................................... 
Social Security ................................ 
Retirement benefits other than Social Security. 

3ther public pensions ........................ 
Govprnment oensions ........................ 

Federal .................................. 
Ytate .. local...~ ....................... 
?ilitary ................................. 

Sailroad rPtire.ent ........................ 
Frivate pensions ............................. 

Income from assets ............................. 
interest ..................................... 
Income from 16s .. Keolh ..................... 
:ther income from assets ..................... 

Dividends .................................. 
Rental income .............................. 
Income ............. boarders ............ 
Estates. trusts, or royalties .............. 
Private annuities .......................... 

Veterans* benefits ............................. 
Black luno benefits ............................ 
Unemployment compensation ...................... 
Yorkers* compensation .......................... 
Public assistance .............................. 

Supplemental Srcurtty Income ................. 
State .. local welfare, including AFCC ....... 

Alimony or child support ....................... 
Contributions from relatives .. others ......... 

In the household ............................. 
Yet In the household ......................... 

Other income ................................... 

5.7 12.e 5.2 1.7 3.2 
c9.2 35.5 99.5 ICC.0 9E.7 
33.4 6.4 24.1 30.0 34.4 

7.0 3.0 5.E 10.0 9.0 
6.3 2.5 5.8 9.7 8.3 

.6 n .s .4 1.9 
5.7 2.5 5.3 ‘?.2 6.4 
0 0 0 0 0 

.6 .5 0 1.3 .6 
16.6 3.5 18.2 2C.4 26 .e. 
39.1 27.5 37.1 45. 0 47.6 
35.4 24.6 33.9 39.4 45.1 

0 0 0 0 0 

10.3 4.4 10.5 14.e 1o.e 
3.3 2.5 3.1 3.3 4.4 
1.1 .5 1.0 1.7 1.3 
2.0 1.0 1.6 3.4 1.9 

.e n 1 .o 1.3 .h 
3.6 1.0 4.2 5.5 3.2 
2.7 1.6 2.6 3.P 2.e 

.4 0 .5 .4 .6 
.l 0 0 0 .6 

1.7 3.4 .5 .5 1.9 
26.0 33.9 2e .4 19.9 22.0 
24.5 30.9 27.3 le.6 21.4 

3.8 7.3 3.h 1.7 2.5 
2.4 3.9 2.6 2.2 .6 
9.3 10.4 R.5 A.1 5.1 
4.5 4.9 5.2 E .2 1 .e 
4.3 6.5 4.3 3.4 3.7 
2.7 2.0 3.1 1.7 4.4 

In-kind benefits ............................... 39.6 44.7 44 .o 36.2 32.6 
Public housinrc .. rent subsidies ............. 10.2 15.7 8.9 9.4 5.7 
Energy assistance ............................ 21.5 20.2 23.9 23.0 18.0 
Food stamps .................................. 24.3 26 .9 28.4 il.3 20.6 

Percent of respondents receiving-- 
Earnings ....................................... 
Sociat Security ................................ 
Retirement benefits other than ?oc+al Security. 

Cther public pensions ........................ 

Private pensions ............................. 
Income from assets ............................. 

Unmarried women 

5.0 10.9 4.1 1.7 3.2 
99.2 98.5 99.5 100.0 9P.7 
23.4 6.4 24 .l 3c.o 34.4 

7.0 3.0 5.8 10.0 9.0 
16.9 3.5 le.2 20.4 26.8 
39.1 27.5 37.1 45.0 47.6 

‘Missing information on source of income is imputed. June 1981 who were receiving benefits at the time of the interview 
‘Disabled-worker beneficiaries with first payable benefit in July 198@ Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982. 
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Table B.-Average total monthly income’ received by family: Percentage distribution of disabled-worker beneficiaries, 
by income amount, age at first payable benefit,* marital status, and sex 

dveraqe family Total under Ape A(;P Age 
total monthly jncomr age 45 45-54 55-5' 6C-60 

Total number (In thousands) ................. 111.1 17.1 29.4 '5.7 2e.3 
Total DETCent....................o .......... lCr).O 100.0 lCO.3 101.0 l[lO.@ 

Under %4CC ....................................... 2.4 1.2 2.7 2.4 2.9 
%400-95"? ........................................ 3.3 13.0 8.1 a.4 5.5 

4~?1-?7"q ........................................ 11.0 1l.G 11 .l 13.5 Il.6 

“~~oo-¶.?q?. ....................................... 13.1 13.7 12.4 12.3 14.2 
?l@Co-511r9 ...................................... 13.3 1" 7 12.1 13.4 13.4 

5123[-%13r9 ...................................... 11.9 I;:6 11.0 17.0 1O.F 
814EO-S15?0 ....................................... 8 .e 6 .6 h .7 O.6 5.6 
tlhOC-s17"Q ...................................... 7.7 6.3 7.3 7.r '.O 
Sl"OC-!rl"n'J ...................................... 6.2 5.3 6.3 5.5 6.5 
C7:J:--q2,+:7 ...................................... 3.7 E .l 1c .1 r.4 ".7 

52510-R?'~"~...................................... 4." 6.0 5.4 4.2 4.4 
$3000-531~5 ...................................... 2.7 2." 2.7 3.1 2.? 

S4COC or m0.p .................................... 1.4 .5 1.5 1.4 1.7 

P'edisn household income fto nearest $lO)......... 11,230 SlrlOO $1,250 %l,Zf-0 91,240 

Total number (in thousands) ................. 

lotal percent ............................... 

under 943? ....................................... 1.9 2.0 2.3 1.7 1.: 
9403-f&93 ........................................ 6.0 P .O 3.5 E.? 7.: 

9'0@-F70 ......................................... 3.6 4.0 5.8 15.0 12.0 

%:e?-%Sc? ........................................ ll.? 5.4 13.8 11.4 16.4 

81001-111”” ...................................... 12.5 3.6 13.6 12.7 14.5 
L%l?OG-$13’9 ...................................... 10.4 10.5 9.5 11.7 9.1 

614?~-el'=~ ...................................... 10.3 10.7 10.3 12.6 6.5 

~1651-517"9 ...................................... a.3 12.6 a .o .? . 5 11.6 
al~do-$1915 ...................................... 8.3 10.6 1l.F 5.6 5.3 
e?o@?-R24"9 ...................................... 10.6 12.3 5.9 1o.u 9.7 

%2EC~-%259'...................................... 4.3 7.3 4.3 7 . 5 2.6 
83000-$?9.?" ...................................... 4.7 6.0 5.2 4.3 3.2 
943Cfl .. .oTe................" ................... 1.3 2.0 1.4 1.3 .7 

"iedien household income (to nearest SIO)......... Ol,JbC 21,630 $1,420 51,240 Sl.170 

See footnotes atend of table. 

rarried men and their wives 

Married women and their husbanos 

liO.0 '3.6 100.0 6.1 1eo.c E .7 100.G 7.4 100.0 6.3 
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Table B.-Average total monthly income’ received by family: Percentage distribution of disabled-worker beneficiaries, 
by income amount, age at first payable benefit,* marital status, and sex-Continued 

Average family TotaL Under Age Age Age 
total monthly income age 45 45-54 55-59 60-64 

Total number (in thousands) ................. 39.5 16.9 6.1 G.7 5.G 
Total percent ............................... 1co.o 1oo.c 100.0 1oc.o 1cc.c 

Under $200 ....................................... 1.0 2.3 0 0 0 
s200-52~q ........................................ 9.3 12.0 10.5 4.9 3.7 
5300-$3q9 ........................................ 20.0 27.6 15.6 12.7 15.1 
S400-$499 ........................................ 20.6 19.3 21.2 23.8 18.S 
f5?e-X599 ........................................ 13.0 11 .G 14.1 14.3 12.7 
J600-~699 ........................................ 8.2 6.7 6.6 9.6 12.P 
5700-$799 ........................................ 4.8 4.5 7.3 3.7 3.1? 
SROO-$899 ........................................ 4.3 2.9 3.8 5.7 6.4 
S”OO-S?99 ........................................ 3.3 2.4 2.8 5.7 3.1 
51000-514~9 ...................................... 9.4 5.3 10.5 11.2 16.9 
S15~0-$19o9 ...................................... 4.2 2.4 4.4 6.9 5.3 
$2000 or mor ..................................... 1.9 i .e 3.7 1.5 .e 

Median household income (to nearest SlO)......... 5490 $430 152C $560 $600 

Total number (In thousands) ................. 32.2 G.3 7.G 9.7 6.4 
Total nerctnt ............................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Under $200 ....................................... 1.7 2.0 .5 2.1 2.1 
$200-6299 ........................................ 12.9 12.5 12.3 14.7 11.0 
f300-$399 ........................................ 25.1 28.8 28.2 20.4 23.9 
SYOO-2499 ........................................ 17.0 16.3 19.3 18.4 12.6 
9500-5539 ........................................ 11.7 11.4 10.4 11.5 14.0 
5600-5699 ........................................ 7.5 7.3 7 .R 6.0 9.5 
9700-$799 ........................................ 6.9 6.4 6.9 7.7 6.‘: 
SPOO-SBn9 ........................................ 4.8 4.9 2.6 5.1 7. 
S900-S??? ........................................ 3.2 4 .o 2.6 3.0 3.2 
51000-51499 ...................................... 7.1 5.0 7.9 8.5 7.0 
51500-31999 ...................................... 1.3 0 1.0 1.7 2.5 
52000 .......................................... .8 i.0 .5 .a .6 

Hedlan household income (to nearest SlO)......... 

IMissing information on amount of income IS imputed. 
ZDisabled-worker beneficiaries with first payable benefit in July 1980- 

Unmarried men 

Unmarried women 

$460 $460 $450 6470 $500 

June 1981 who were recewing benefits at the time of the interview. 
Source: New Beneficiary Survey, October-December 1982. 
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