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by State Unemployment Compensation 

Laws, 1940 * 
THE YEAR 1 9 4 0 was characterized by sharp em­
ployment increases in industries producing such 
durable goods as automobiles, aircraft, ships, 
machinery, and other ferrous metal products, and 
by an expansion in construction, arising out of 
the Nation's need for cantonments, shipways, air­
ports, and armament plants. Industries covered 
by State unemployment compensation laws par­
ticipated to a greater extent than all nonagricultural 
industry in the general economic improvement. 
By December 1 9 4 0 , covered employment1 totaled 
24.4 million, 2 . 4 million more than in December 
1939 and 4 . 3 million above December 1 9 3 8 . In 
manufacturing, the increase from December 1 9 3 9 
to December 1 9 4 0 in the number of covered 
workers employed in the production of durable 
goods was more than three times the increase in 
the number producing nondurable goods. 

Average monthly covered employment in­
creased 8 percent over 1 9 3 9 , to 2 3 . 1 million, as 
against a gain of only 4 percent in total nonagri-
cultural employment.2 Similarly, total wages in 
covered employment rose 1 2 percent above 1 9 3 9 , 
to $ 3 2 . 4 billion, as against a rise of less than 1 1 
percent in all nonagricultural salaries and wages.3 
About two-thirds of wages and salaries in all indus­
tries in 1 9 4 0 were for covered employment, a 
slightly higher proportion than in 1 9 3 9 . The 
increase was due partly to extension of coverage 

*Prepared in the Repor ts a n d Analys i s Divis ion, Bureau of E m p l o y m e n t 
Security. The e s t ima tes of 1940 e m p l o y m e n t a n d wages were presen ted in 
the Bulletin, J u l y 1941, p p . 3-11, a n d p re l im ina ry 1940 d a t a in the Social 
Security Yearbook, 1940, p p . 221-225. For d a t a on 1939 e m p l o y m e n t a n d 
wages, see the Bulletin, M a y 1941, p p . 20-26 a n d the Yearbook , p p . 205-221. 
A detailed analys is of d a t a for 1939 was also pub l i shed in Employment and 
Wages of Covered Workers in State Unemployment Compensation Systems, 
1939, E m p l o y m e n t Secur i ty M e m o r a n d u m N o . 17, A u g u s t 1941, a n d for 1938 
in Employment and Pay Rolls in State Unemployment Compensation Systems, 
I938, E m p l o y m e n t Secur i ty M e m o r a n d u m N o . 6, Apri l 1940. 

1For a descr ip t ion of the d a t a ana lyzed in th i s ar t ic le and the i r l im i t a t i ons , 
see the section a t the end of the a r t i c l e 

2As es t imated b y the Bureau of Labor S ta t i s t ics . Some part of the differ 
ence in the degree of increase be tween t h e two series m a y be due to a d o w n ­
ward bias, of u n k n o w n propor t ions , in the BLS estimate resu l t ing from the 
identical-firm s a m p l i n g m e t h o d used . T h i s m e t h o d fails to include e m p l o y ­
ment in new firms, r esu l t ing in an u n d e r s t a t e m e n t of the to ta l increase in 
employment . 

3As es t imated b y the Bureau of Foreign a n d D o m e s t i c C o m m e r c e 

and partly to the greater increases in wage rates 
and weekly hours of work in covered than in non-
covered employment. 
Industrial Trends 

Manufacturing.—Not until the initiation of the 
national defense program in June did any sub­
stantial rise occur in the manufacturing industries 
other than the durable-goods industries. The 
average increase per month in manufacturing 
employment, June-December 1940, was 162,000, 
more than one and one-half times the correspond­
ing 1939 rate of 105,000 per month. Nearly a 
million more covered manufacturing workers 
were employed at the end of December 1940 than 
at the end of June, a rise of 9.3 percent; the cor­
responding gain in 1939 was only 629,000 or 
6.6 percent. Covered employment in manu-
Table 1 .—Employment of covered workers by month, 

and total wages in covered employment by quarter, 
1938-401 

[In t housands ] 

Per iod 1938 1939 1940 

E m p l o y m e n t 2 

M o n t h l y average 19,929 21,378 23,087 
J a n u a r y 19,893 20,209 21,845 
F e b r u a r y 19,699 20,249 21,872 M a r c h 19,838 20,754 22,199 Apri l 19,853 20,716 22,305 M a y 19,607 21,053 22,580 J u n e 19,550 21,358 22,839 J u l y 19,556 21,298 22,886 A u g u s t 19,959 21,745 23,497 September 20,412 22,370 23,967 October 20,357 22,458 24,235 N o v e m b e r 20,280 22,334 24,396 D e c e m b e r 20,148 21,987 24,417 

W a g e s 3 

T o t a l $26,200,026 $29,069,447 $32,441,754 
J a n u a r y - M a r c h 6,189,095 6,659,398 7,482,129 
A p r i l - J u n e 6,345,315 6,991,730 7,737,577 J u l y - S e p t e m b e r 6,465,391 7,310,303 8,035,855 O c t o b e r - D e c e m b e r 7,200,225 8,108,016 9,186,193 

1 Exc ludes d a t a for ra i l roads a n d o the r g roups subjec t , a s of J u l y 1, 1939, t o Rai l road U n e m p l o y m e n t I n s u r a n c e Ac t . 
2 Inc ludes e s t ima tes for some m o n t h s of 1938 for N e w Mexico . P e n n s y l v a n i a , a n d Virginia . 
3 Adjus ted to inc lude e s t ima t ed non taxab le wages (wages in excess of $3,000) in N e w York for 1938 a n d 1939. 



facturing reached 1 1 . 4 million by December 1 9 4 0 , 
more than 1.2 million or 1 2 percent above the 
December 1 9 3 9 level. 

Construction.—After sharply curtailed oper­
ations in January, caused by unusually severe 
weather, covered employment in construction 
industries rose in each month of 1 9 4 0 to a peak in 
October. The latter half of the year was char­
acterized by initiation of defense construction of 

shipways, airports, and industrial plants, and 
rapid completion of Army cantonments employing 
thousands of workers, many of whom had not 
formerly been attached to the covered labor 
market. Covered employment in the construction 
industry at the end of December 1 9 4 0 was 1.2 
million, 4 2 9 , 0 0 0 or 5 3 percent above December 
1 9 3 9 employment. These figures undoubtedly 
understate the increase in total construction cm-

Table 2 .—Employmen t of covered workers, by State and month, 1940 1 

[In t housands ] 

S ta t e 

Average m o n t h l y e m ­
p l o y m e n t 

J a n ­u a r y F e b ­r u a r y M a r c h Apr i l M a y J u n e J u l y A u g u s t Sep­t e m b e r 
Octo­ber 

N o ­v e m ­ber 
De­cember 

Per­centage change Dec. 1939 to Dec. 1940 2 

Sta te 
N u m ­be r 

P e r ­cent ­age d is t r i ­b u t i o n 

Pe r ­cen tage change from 1939 2 

J a n ­u a r y F e b ­r u a r y M a r c h Apr i l M a y J u n e J u l y A u g u s t Sep­t e m b e r 
Octo­ber 

N o ­v e m ­ber 
De­cember 

Per­centage change Dec. 1939 to Dec. 1940 2 

T o t a l 23,086.6 100.0 + 8 . 0 21,845.0 21,871.6 22,198.7 22,304.8 22,580.5 22,839.1 22,886.5 23,497.0 23,967.2 24,235.5 24,395.7 24,417.2 +11.1 
A l a b a m a 288.9 1.3 +10.9 268.6 272.5 278.2 276.7 280.1 280.9 281.7 291.6 299.7 311.3 313.1 312.1 +14.7 
A l a s k a 12.8 . 1 + 2 5 . 4 6.5 6.7 7.4 11.4 15.4 18.4 20.7 20.4 15.3 12.2 9.8 9.1 +29.8 Ar i zona 60.3 . 3 + 4 . 3 59.7 59.9 61.4 60.0 60.0 59.4 57.9 58.1 59.0 60.5 62.5 65.1 +4 .7 A r k a n s a s 146.2 . 6 + 4 . 9 136.0 136.8 141.1 139.1 139.9 140.6 143.0 149.3 156.5 160.2 156.5 155.3 +6.4 Cal i fornia 1,380.7 6.0 + 9 . 2 1,276.0 1,275.3 1,303.6 1,333.0 1,359.4 1,379.1 1,406.7 1,452.7 1,443.4 1,449.2 1,451.9 1,437.9 +16.0 Co lo rado 133.5 . 6 + 3 . 0 125.6 124.2 127.5 127.0 130.5 134.6 135.2 139.0 138.8 140.3 139.6 139.4 +7.5 C o n n e c t i c u t 494.9 2.1 + 12.5 463.8 462.2 465.9 470.0 475.6 482.7 489.5 503.4 518.0 528.3 537.8 541.5 +17.4 
D e l a w a r e 67.6 . 3 + 12.5 61.0 61.5 63 .8 65.3 67.0 69.1 68.7 72.3 73.6 70.5 69.5 68.7 +10.1 D i s t . of Col 176.8 . 8 + 9 . 1 163.0 164.3 172.7 172.6 177.3 177.8 176.5 178.4 178.6 184.1 187.6 188.8 +9 .3 
F l o r i d a 252.2 1.1 + 7 . 6 258.3 260.1 256.3 238.4 226.6 222.7 225.4 235.6 244.2 268.5 287.4 302.5 +15.0 
Georgia 360.6 1.6 + 8 . 8 338.2 347.7 355.7 347.0 346.8 347.0 348.0 362.4 374.2 384.8 388.9 387.0 +12.7 
H a w a i i 67.1 . 3 3 - 8 . 4 59.0 59.5 60.4 61.9 62.6 75.5 78.6 76.5 67.7 66.3 67.5 69.2 3 - 2 . 2 I d a h o 63.4 . 3 + 5 . 8 54.8 53.7 56.3 58.6 63.0 67.3 66.3 69.5 70.0 69.9 66.8 64.8 +5 .1 I l l inois 1,799.5 7.8 4 + 1 2 . 2 1,714.2 1,714.1 1,736.4 1,754.7 1,771.6 1,789.4 1,790.2 1,822.4 1,852.8 1,872.1 1,889.9 1,886.0 4 +14.1 I n d i a n a 609.6 2.6 + 11.3 572.4 571.6 574.5 580.4 592.4 599.9 596.3 628.4 648.5 647.3 650.3 653.6 +13.1 I o w a 236.1 1.0 + 3 . 2 221.6 220.7 225.0 230.9 235.4 238.1 238.7 243.5 245.9 245.7 245.4 242.1 + 4 . 9 K a n s a s 149.0 . 6 + 4 . 1 135.7 137.3 143.5 147.2 149.2 151.1 152.3 153.0 152.9 155.4 154.8 155.5 + 9 . 1 K e n t u c k y 265.9 1.2 + 8 . 2 260.3 257.6 259.0 260.2 263.8 264.0 264.4 269.8 273.8 269.0 269.6 279.0 + 6 . 2 
L o u i s i a n a 289.5 1.3 + 7 . 3 267.0 268.3 279.3 276.5 279.4 277.2 274.6 284.2 290.2 323.4 324.4 329.0 +16.3 M a i n e 143.5 . 6 + 4 . 8 139.8 137.6 135.1 131.7 137.2 144.9 148.9 151.9 151.1 148.4 146.9 148.8 +7.4 
M a r y l a n d 395.3 1.7 + 13.2 363.1 363.5 374.0 376.6 379.8 387.8 391.5 402.4 412.8 418.8 434.4 439.5 +22.4 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 1,113.8 4 .8 + 10.5 1,076.3 1,067.7 1,070.8 1,060.2 1,070.1 1,088.5 1,093.9 1,121.1 1,146.7 1,172.6 1,196.3 1,201.9 + 18.2 M i c h i g a n 1,123.9 4.9 +11.5 1,059.6 1,064.8 1,080.8 1,087.6 1,087.3 1,085.0 1,033.7 1,102.7 1,177.3 1,220.6 1,239.4 1,248.3 +13.4 M i n n e s o t a 373.3 1.6 5 - 4 . 7 345.7 340.1 345.6 360.7 372.6 386.9 385.7 394.3 393.7 387.8 385.0 380.3 5 -5.2 Miss i s s ipp i 116.8 .5 + 9 . 4 102.7 105.3 112.5 111.5 111.0 110.6 111.5 114.8 120.1 137.3 137.2 127.5 +23.8 M i s s o u r i 554.1 2.4 + 5 . 0 526.1 531.8 543.8 549.0 550.0 550.7 551.7 555.5 565.8 574.1 573.8 577.2 +7.5 M o n t a n a 73.8 . 3 + 8 . 1 61.4 60.4 63.5 68.8 72.6 75.9 81.3 82.6 82.4 80.9 78.9 77.5 + 10.0 N e b r a s k a 104.1 . 4 + 2 . 1 97 .3 96.3 100.0 103.9 106.6 106.9 105.9 107.0 107.1 106.9 107.1 103.5 + 2 . 3 N e v a d a 24.4 . 1 + 10.0 21.1 21.2 22.4 24.0 25.1 26.1 26.0 26.4 26.0 25.3 25.1 24.6 + 7 . 2 N e w H a m p s h i r e 104.4 . 5 + 3 . 2 102.2 100.5 98.6 96.9 100.8 105.3 109.3 110.8 109.9 107.3 105.0 106.7 +4.5 
N e w Je r s ey 974.0 4 .2 +9.9 917.0 918.9 934.6 939.3 919.5 966.8 966.3 995.8 1,014.7 1,023.5 1,032.4 1,028.0 +12.1 
N e w Mexico 48.8 . 2 + 15.1 44.9 44.6 47.2 48.6 49.9 50.3 50.5 51.4 51.0 50.0 49.5 48.1 + 3 . 6 N e w Y o r k 3,313.1 14.3 + 5 . 2 3,185.2 3,199.4 3,234.4 3,236.8 3,275.7 3,269.8 3,282.7 3,362.6 3,434.2 3,445.6 3,444.6 3,385.8 + 8 . 2 N o r t h Caro l ina 467.2 2 .0 + 5 . 2 450.9 450.6 452.1 447.8 447.4 449.0 446.2 472.2 489.2 500.7 491.7 505.4 +8 .4 N o r t h D a k o t a 27.4 . 1 +4 .6 24.7 24.0 24.7 25.5 26.8 28.3 28.4 29.0 29.9 28.8 29.5 29.1 +8 .4 Ohio 1,507.5 6.5 + 7 . 9 1,427.6 1,428.6 1,440.5 1,445.4 1,469.4 1,494.5 1,488.2 1,527.9 1,562.5 1,591.4 1,605.5 1,608.5 +9.5 O k l a h o m a 184.6 . 8 + 1.7 172.7 174.3 181.1 180.9 183.5 183.9 183.6 186.0 189.7 192.2 192.6 195.0 + 6 . 3 Oregon 192.1 . 8 + 2 4 . 7 170.5 169.3 175.1 181.9 192.1 200.4 202.9 210.6 207.2 200.5 197.2 197.8 +20.7 P e n n s y l v a n i a 2,369.1 10.3 + 8 . 1 2,293.3 2,282.7 2,300.8 2,310.3 2,332.9 2,355.8 2,364.1 2,391.4 2,445.9 2,437.1 2,457.3 2,457.8 +6.6 R h o d e I s l and 204.6 .9 + 5 . 8 197.1 195.2 193.7 192.0 193.9 196.3 199.6 207.8 212.6 219.6 222.0 225.8 +12.3 
S o u t h Caro l ina 220.7 1.0 + 8 . 1 207.4 210.0 213.6 213.6 213.9 214.8 214.3 219.7 230.1 232.5 235.0 243.2 +15.0 
S o u t h D a k o t a 34.6 . 1 + 5 . 6 31.0 30.7 31.6 32.8 34.5 35.8 36.6 36.8 36.8 37.0 36.3 35.2 +5 .2 T e n n e s s e e 317.7 1.4 + 8 . 7 293.4 297.0 307.1 311.2 314.2 313.7 314.7 323.5 331.0 336.7 334.7 334.9 +12.9 T e x a s 672.5 2.9 + 3 . 0 638.7 648.2 665.4 651.9 656.9 660.8 662.2 673.7 687.7 694.4 706.9 722.7 +7 .8 U t a h 80.3 . 3 + 10.5 73.1 71.8 74.2 76.3 78.7 83.6 83.2 86.3 85.9 83.7 83.3 84.0 +6 .7 V e r m o n t 48.4 . 2 + 4 . 7 44.7 45.1 44.8 45.5 48.1 49.6 50.5 51.0 51.0 50.5 50.6 49.9 +7 .8 Vi rg in ia 357.8 1.5 + 10.2 326.3 330.2 336.1 339.9 342.1 349.7 354.1 363.4 374.8 382.7 393.1 400.8 +23.7 
W a s h i n g t o n 294.3 1.3 + 11.3 261.0 261.1 271.5 284.5 289.4 301.7 304.7 319.2 319.9 311.5 303.4 304.1 +14.4 
W e s t Vi rg in ia 293.3 1.3 +9.5 282.3 281.5 284.6 282.1 287.0 291.7 292.6 297.2 298.7 301.4 303.0 317.8 +10.0 Wiscons in 461.5 2 .0 + 5 . 5 436.7 436.0 439.5 444.1 450.0 460.6 468.2 472.4 480.7 481.0 485.4 483.5 +10.3 W y o m i n g 35.0 . 2 + 2 . 9 29.7 29.1 30.8 32.7 35.4 38.8 38.9 38.9 38.0 35.6 35.6 36.5 +14.0 

1 R e p r e s e n t s worke r s in covered e m p l o y m e n t on las t p a y roll of each t y p e (week ly , s e m i m o n t h l y , etc.) in m o n t h . T o t a l s are r o u n d e d s u m s of u n ­r o u n d e d figures, therefore m a y differ s l igh t ly from s u m s of r o u n d e d figures. P e r c e n t s based on u n r o u n d e d d a t a . 
2 C h a n g e s in coverage provis ions of S t a t e l aws affect percentage changes . 
3 Effect ive 1940, m a n y food-processing worke r s r e m o v e d from coverage b y 

revision of definit ion of agr icu l tura l e m p l o y m e n t . 
4 Effective J a n . 1, 1940, coverage changed from 8 or more to 6 or more. 
5 Effective J a n . 1, 1940. emp loye r s of less t h a n 8 located ou t s i de the corpo­r a t e l imi t s of a c i ty , village, or borough of less t h a n 10,000 popula t ion are excluded from coverage. 



ployment in 1940, since many employers did not 
operate a sufficiently long period of time in a 
State during the year to meet the coverage 
requirements of the law. 

Wholesale and retail trade.—The upward trend 
during the year in covered employment in whole­
sale and retail trade was interrupted only by 
slight seasonal post-Christmas and summer de­
clines in January-February and July. The hiring 
of workers in November and December, in antici­

pation of an enlarged holiday trade, was much 
greater than the seasonal norm. B y the end of 
December, covered employment in trade reached 
6.2 million, an increase of 480,200 or 8 percent 
from December 1939. 

Changes in the volume of covered employment 
in trade are closely related to such changes in 
other industries. For the country as a whole, 
one covered employee was added in 1940 in whole­
sale and retail trade for every three additional 

Table 3.—Wages in covered employment, by State and quarter, 1940 1 
[ In t h o u s a n d s ] 

S ta te 
T o t a l 

J a n u a r y -
M a r c h A p r i l - J u n e J u l y -

S e p t e m b e r 
O c t o b e r -

D e c e m b e r S ta te 
A m o u n t Pe rcen tage d i s t r i b u t i o n 

Pe rcen tage change from 1939 2 

J a n u a r y -
M a r c h A p r i l - J u n e J u l y -

S e p t e m b e r 
O c t o b e r -

D e c e m b e r 

To t a l $32,441,754 100.0 3 +11.6 $7,482,129 $7,737,577 $8,035,855 $9,186,193 
Alabama 284,866 .9 + 1 9 . 2 65,065 67,161 70,118 82,522 
Alaska 23,102 . 1 + 2 3 . 8 2,910 6,381 8,894 4,917 Arizona 78,667 . 2 + 6 . 7 19,331 19,517 18,423 21,396 Arkansas 124,406 . 4 + 7 . 5 29,006 29,361 30,973 35,066 California 2,238,118 6.9 + 12.0 510,145 542,121 569,504 616,348 Colorado 177,512 .5 +6.3 41,003 42,446 44,628 49,435 Connecticut 749,230 2 .3 +19.5 166,167 172,465 183,071 227,527 
Delaware 104,172 . 3 + 2 3 . 4 26,182 23,614 25,190 29,186 District of C o l u m b i a 245,417 . 8 + 1 3 . 2 55,727 59,899 61,840 67,951 Florida 263,720 . 8 + 1 7 . 4 64,598 58,674 59,687 80,761 
Georgia 331,676 1.0 + 10.1 79,873 80,065 81,203 93,529 
Hawaii 75,003 . 2 4 + 6 . 4 16,137 17,243 19,967 21,656 Idaho 73,092 . 2 + 8 . 6 15,359 17,849 20,010 19,874 Illinois 2,774,285 8.6 5 +13.6 642,020 667,075 682,149 783,041 Indiana 869,883 2.7 + 1 5 . 5 195,340 203,089 215,843 255,611 Iowa 291,161 .9 +6.5 66,552 71,144 72,217 81,248 Kansas 178,916 .6 +6.3 40,705 44,246 45,308 48,657 Kentucky 301,223 .9 + 1 1 . 8 71,995 73,719 76,178 82,331 
Louisiana 319,276 1.0 + 10.6 72,319 70,542 75,389 95,026 Maine 156,553 .5 + 8 . 4 36,812 36,423 40,277 43,041 
Maryland 508,613 1.6 + 17.8 112,853 119,045 126,597 150,118 
Massachuset ts 1,529,649 4.7 + 1 0 . 2 354,984 355,858 375,264 443,543 Michigan 1,908,505 5.9 + 2 0 . 2 437,921 450,694 449,142 570,748 Minnesota 501,655 1.5 6 + 1 . 3 112,763 122,150 128,074 138,668 Mississippi 101,193 . 3 + 19.5 22,125 24,011 24,721 33,336 Missouri 734,694 2 .3 + 7 . 1 171,261 177,489 179,454 206,490 Montana 101,074 . 3 + 11.9 21,766 24,768 26,663 27,877 Nebraska 128,672 .4 + 4 . 8 29,355 32,189 32,069 35,059 Nevada 35,297 .1 + 13.8 7,680 8,757 9,403 9,457 New Hampshire 116,680 .4 +6.9 27,700 27,247 30,502 31,231 
New Jersey 1,491,746 4.6 + 17.7 339,442 356,267 373,050 422,987 
New Mexico 52,868 . 2 +11.6 12,276 13,217 13,468 13,907 New York 5,324,391 16.4 3 + 6.5 1,272,318 1,277,234 1,317,387 1,457,452 
North Carol ina 437,137 1.3 + 10.2 100,770 102,564 107,918 125,885 North D a k o t a 31,789 . 1 + 7 . 0 6,872 7,773 8,311 8,833 Ohio 2,302,139 7.1 + 13.5 520,185 544,129 566,481 671,344 Oklahoma 242,592 . 8 + 3 . 7 56,758 59,568 59,896 66,370 Oregon 255,677 . 8 + 10.8 55,020 63,090 68,030 68,637 Pennsylvania 3,220,676 9.9 + 1 2 . 2 745,920 765,702 802,676 906,378 Rhode Island 254,210 . 8 + 8 . 6 58,151 59,240 62,644 74,175 
South Carol ina 187,013 .6 + 1 5 . 0 43,769 44,329 45,189 53,726 
South D a k o t a 40,646 . 1 + 7 . 5 9,072 9,917 10,456 11,201 Tennessee 337,815 1.0 + 13.6 74,548 80,546 83,047 99,674 Texas 832,577 2.6 +6.6 195,600 200,645 204,323 232,009 Utah 102,090 . 3 + 12.9 22,903 24,538 26,317 28,332 Vermont 60,601 . 2 + 1 3 . 0 13,542 14,603 15,572 16,884 Virginia 397,430 1.2 + 1 5 . 2 86,902 93,820 98,836 117,872 Washington 414,352 1.3 + 11.8 92,878 101,165 106,793 113,516 West Virginia 392,544 1.2 + 12.6 91,933 94,833 101,366 104,412 Wisconsin 685,399 2.1 + 1 0 . 0 157,562 162,839 169,672 195,326 Wyoming 42,758 . 1 + 3 . 2 9,154 10,316 11,665 11,623 

1 Represents to ta l wages ea rned in covered e m p l o y m e n t for all p a y |periods ended in the year or q u a r t e r . 
2 Changes in coverage provis ions of S ta te laws affect percentage changes . 
3 D a t a for 1939 include e s t ima t ed non taxab le wages (wages in excess of $3,000) in New York . 

4 Effective 1940, m a n y food-processing workers r e m o v e d from coverage b y revision of definition of agr icu l tura l e m p l o y m e n t . 
5 See tab le 2, footnote 4. 
6 See table 2, footnote 5. 



T a b l e 4 . — E m p l o y m e n t of covered workers , by major industry group and month, 1940 1 

[ In t h o u s a n d s ] 

I n d u s t r i a l classifica­t ion 2 

A v e r a g e m o n t h l y e m p l o y m e n t 

J a n u ­a r y F e b r u ­
a r y M a r c h Apr i l M a y J u n e J u l y A u g u s t Sep­t e m b e r Octo­ber N o v e m ­ber Decem­ber I n d u s t r i a l classifica­t ion 2 N u m ­

be r 
Pe r ­cen t of to ta l 

Pe r ­cen t of d iv i ­sion 

Per ­centage change from 1939 3 

J a n u ­a r y F e b r u ­
a r y M a r c h Apr i l M a y J u n e J u l y A u g u s t Sep­t e m b e r Octo­ber N o v e m ­ber Decem­ber 

T o t a l 23,086.6 100.0 + 8 . 0 21,845.0 21,871.6 22,198.7 22,304.8 22,580.5 22,839.1 22,886.5 23,497.0 23,967.2 24,235.5 24,395.7 24,417.2 
M i n i n g 902.2 3.9 100.0 + 1 1 . 0 905.2 897.8 896.0 879.4 880.3 880.1 894.2 914.3 920.6 924.3 919.6 914.2 

10 119.0 .5 13.2 + 1 3 . 7 108.6 109.0 111.4 115.8 119.8 122.3 123.0 124.0 123.7 124.7 124.2 121.6 11 90.4 .4 10.0 + 3 . 2 94.5 93.3 93.4 90.1 89.1 89.5 88.9 88.8 88.3 88.8 89.9 90.1 12 433.3 1.9 48.0 + 1 4 . 7 460.0 453.9 439.0 412.1 403.0 400.7 412.7 432.1 442.2 445.1 447.6 451.2 13 180.8 . 8 20.1 + 5 . 0 182.3 179.2 183.7 185.1 187.1 184.5 183.1 181.5 178.0 177.3 174.3 173.7 14 78.7 . 3 8.7 + 1 1 . 3 59.8 62.4 68.5 76.3 81.3 83.1 86.5 87.9 88.4 88.4 83.6 77.6 Cons t ruc t ion 1,057.0 4.6 100.0 + 1 0 . 1 705.9 732.0 817.6 947.4 1,059.4 1,099.1 1,139.7 1,167.2 1,196.2 1,303.2 1,276.2 1,240.3 15 394.0 1.7 37.3 + 1 7 . 4 245.8 259.4 285.2 325.4 358.4 373.7 387.5 398.6 420.0 520.8 550.8 602.5 16 285.9 1.3 27.0 - 1 . 7 170.4 174.6 208.7 255.8 305.4 329.8 348.4 358.0 364.0 356.1 312.9 246.5 17 377.1 1.6 35.7 + 1 3 . 0 289.7 298.0 323.7 366.2 395.6 395.6 403.8 410.6 412.2 426.3 412.5 301.3 M a n u f a c t u r i n g 10,715.6 46.4 100.0 + 1 0 . 1 10,259.4 10,277.7 10,281.1 10,230.5 10,240.2 10,394.9 10,516.7 10,934.6 11,215.5 11,401.0 11,470.4 11,364.9 D u r a b l e 5,291.6 22.9 49.4 + 1 7 . 5 4,974.3 4,972.3 4,985.3 4,997.9 5,038.4 5,109.5 5,119.4 5,317.0 5,533.6 5,740.1 5,846.0 5,865.0 24 482.1 2.1 4 .5 + 1 8 . 6 434.3 433.0 441.0 452.0 473.6 484.5 489.5 505.7 516.9 524.3 519.8 510.6 25 394.6 1.7 3.7 + 6 . 8 381.6 381.7 385.0 384.7 385.6 387.0 386.0 395.5 409.2 416.2 415.5 407.7 32 360.1 1.6 3.4 + 9 . 3 331.1 330.9 341.7 353.0 359.4 362.9 362.2 368.2 374.3 382.1 381.5 374.6 33 1,330.0 5.8 12.4 + 1 5 . 9 1,299.8 1,274.9 1,249.3 1,236.5 1,241.0 1,274.2 1,305.7 1,345.9 1,385.1 1,423.8 1,452.7 1,470.4 34 298.0 1.3 2.8 (4) 225.5 234.5 242.7 254.8 268.0 284.1 296.2 311.5 328.5 360.5 380.7 399.3 35 321.0 1.4 3.0 +15.5 300.3 297.4 297.1 298.3 298.0 303.3 300.7 326.2 343.0 355.0 361.8 361.6 36 452.1 1.9 4 .2 + 1 4 . 7 422.4 418.4 419.8 425.5 428.7 435.1 433.1 452.8 469.5 493.5 509.0 516.8 37 782.5 3.4 7 .3 + 2 0 . 1 739.3 748.1 756.2 756.3 757.0 769.3 777.0 790.7 797.1 809.5 834.4 854.5 38 541.7 2.3 5.0 + 1 6 . 4 531.8 538.5 534.3 523.6 512.7 402.6 439.9 487.7 564.3 618. 2 631.1 626.1 39 328.6 1.4 3.1 (4) 308.2 314.9 318.2 313.2 313.5 316.5 320.1 332.8 345.7 357.0 359.5 343.4 N o n d u r a b l e 5,424.0 23.5 50.6 + 3 . 7 5,285.1 5,305.4 5,295.8 5,232.6 5,201.8 5,285.4 5,397.3 5,617.6 5,681.9 5,660.9 5,624.4 5,499.9 20 1,203.9 5.2 11.2 + 3 . 6 1,078.8 1,076.8 1,095.4 1,122.7 1,160.6 1,258.1 1,290.5 1,367.1 1,333.9 1,274.3 1,226.4 1,162.0 21 103.0 .4 1.0 - 2 . 2 105.6 105.2 97.9 98.6 98 .7 101.3 102.5 105.4 108.0 107.8 106.9 96.8 22 1,219.9 5.3 11.4 + 1 . 6 1,248.3 1,231.1 1,194.1 1,169.0 1,152.0 1,158.5 1,184.3 1,208.9 1,243.8 1,270.6 1,291.8 1,286.1 23 899.9 3.9 8.4 + 3 . 0 878.4 919.3 926.5 883.4 854.7 825.6 849.8 937.8 962.9 938.9 927.6 893.6 26 334.9 1.5 3.1 +7 .9 327.6 324.1 321.9 326.2 331.1 334.5 337.8 339.6 342.4 345.7 346.1 342.6 27 529.9 2 .3 5.0 - . 3 531.8 528.7 533.2 526.2 525.0 522.3 522.5 525.2 531.4 537.4 541.0 534.6 28 458.9 2.0 4 .3 + 1 5 . 2 439.9 442.2 450.4 448.9 438.8 437.9 438.3 450.0 472.8 496.3 496.6 494.3 29 150.2 . 6 1.4 + 1 4 . 1 143.2 143.2 143.2 145.0 147.2 149.1 155.5 155.9 154.9 157.6 155.1 152.3 30 154.9 . 7 1.4 +6.5 153.9 151.3 152.2 149.1 147.9 148.1 150.3 154.3 157.8 161.9 163.7 168.0 31 368.5 1.6 3.4 - . 4 377.6 383.5 381.0 363.5 345.8 350.0 365.8 373.4 373.1 370.4 369.2 369.6 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , e t c 1,674.1 7.2 100.0 + 3 . 9 1,643.3 1,639.6 1,649.1 1,649.1 1,673.4 1,680.2 1,669.1 1,688.8 1,700.0 1,701.8 1,697.7 1,697.3 
41 155.0 . 7 9 .3 5 - 8 . 7 168.3 169.5 168.1 167.6 168.9 158.2 144.1 143.7 143.4 142.9 142.5 142.7 42 333.9 1.4 19.9 + 11.0 315.1 312.1 314.0 317.0 324.2 329.8 326.5 338.9 356.5 362.3 360.5 350.5 43 134.4 . 6 8.0 + 9 . 9 128.8 128.9 130.1 130.5 132.9 132.9 136.5 136.7 137.4 138.2 138.9 140.8 44 54 .5 . 2 3 .2 + 2 . 4 54.3 54.4 54 .5 55.4 55.9 55 .3 53.9 54.5 54.1 53 .3 54.4 53.9 45 132.2 . 6 7.9 +.6 137.5 136.2 135.6 129.4 133.1 134.9 129.6 131.4 128.4 128.5 129.6 131.7 46 402.8 1.7 24.1 + 1 . 6 390.9 391.5 397.2 396.8 400.2 404.6 405.6 407.3 406.2 407.6 407.6 418.7 48 441.2 1.9 26.4 + 5 . 8 429.6 428.2 430.2 431.8 437.2 443.6 451.9 455.4 453.4 448.8 444.4 440.1 49 20.1 . 1 1.2 - 1 . 4 18.8 18.8 19.4 20.6 21.0 20.9 21.0 20.9 20.6 20.2 19.8 18.9 T r a d e 5,707.7 24.7 100.0 + 6 . 2 5,401.4 5,385.4 5,567.2 5,566.6 5,644.0 5,692.8 5,603.4 5,714.6 5,845.9 5,855.2 6,018.9 6,196.9 50 772.7 3.4 13.5 + 7 . 0 760.8 755.4 758.0 758.3 762.5 770.0 760.4 774.4 790.3 794.8 798.9 788.6 51 735.4 3.2 12.9 + 1 . 8 725.5 721.4 724.3 723.9 729.4 740.8 734.9 750.4 751.4 745.1 738.6 739.3 53 991.2 4 .3 17.4 + 6 . 2 864.0 861.3 931.4 916.5 936.1 937.2 910.6 950.2 1,011.5 1,044.7 1,193.2 1,337.7 54 625.4 2.7 11.0 + 4 . 7 607.5 609.4 617.8 622.5 628.1 638.2 632.0 632.8 632.8 619.7 627.4 636.2 55 379.6 1.7 6.6 + 1 4 . 0 358.5 362.5 372.4 381.4 384.3 386.1 383.9 383.6 380.1 383.9 388.2 389.4 56 352.6 1.5 6.2 + 5 . 8 311.9 315.3 370.0 352.8 353.3 350.0 308.8 331.7 370.1 376.6 384.7 405.8 57 583.3 2.5 10.2 +6.6 573.6 566.3 574.7 574.5 576.1 576.8 573.3 580.3 590.8 592.5 601.6 619.2 71 609.0 2.6 10.7 + 10.7 572.8 571.2 583.2 590.6 617.4 628.8 629.5 634.3 639.5 620.6 610.4 609.8 75 166.4 . 7 2.9 + 1 1 . 0 159.6 159.6 162.1 163.8 165.9 168.4 168.4 170.4 170.3 169.6 169.7 169.5 52 492.1 2.1 8.6 + 1 . 3 467.2 463.0 473.3 482.3 490.9 496.5 501.6 506.5 509.1 507.7 596.2 501.4 F i n a n c e , e t c 1,120.6 4.9 100.0 +6.9 1,104.9 1,106.1 1,112.7 1,120.4 1,129.2 1,134.8 1,133.5 1,132.4 1,123.4 1,119.0 1,114.6 1,115.9 60 240.0 1.0 21.4 6 + 111.9 237.1 237.2 237.6 238.5 239.2 242.4 243.0 242.5 240.8 239.9 239.6 242.0 61 61.4 . 3 5.5 - 6 . 5 66.9 66.3 65.8 63.1 63 .8 62.5 61.5 59.6 57.7 56.6 56.6 56.3 62 85.2 . 4 7.6 + 1 2 . 7 82.3 82.4 8 3 . 8 84.5 85.0 86.4 85.9 85.9 85.9 86.1 86.4 88.2 63 350.0 1.5 31.2 + 2 . 7 347.3 347.6 348.3 347.5 348.4 350.6 353.5 353.5 351.9 350.0 349.7 350.1 64 47.0 . 2 4 .2 - 3 . 3 47.1 47.1 47.4 46.9 47.2 47.4 47.0 47.4 46.7 46.3 46.4 46.9 65 293.3 1.3 26.2 + 6 . 4 281.0 282.4 286.3 295.8 301.4 301.3 298.6 299.3 296.5 295.4 292.6 289.2 66 32.7 . 1 2.9 + 3 . 5 32.0 31.9 32.2 32.9 33.2 33.1 33.2 33.3 33.1 32.7 32.3 32.2 67 11.0 . 1 1.0 7 - 8 8 . 7 11.2 11.2 11.3 11.2 11.6 11.1 10.8 10.9 10.8 11.1 11.0 11.0 Service 1,813.7 7.9 100.0 + 5 . 2 1,732.4 1,738.0 1,771.5 1,816.1 1,853.6 1,858.7 1,844.2 1,855.1 1,861.4 1,831.6 1,801.6 1,797.1 70 364.5 1.6 20.1 + 2 . 9 349.4 350.2 354.4 358.5 367.3 377.4 390.3 391.6 378.3 355.0 318.3 353.4 72 485.6 2.1 26.8 + 10.7 458.7 461.2 473.7 478.7 489.7 500.4 497.0 4 9 9 7 495.9 491.3 489.4 488.4 73 247.2 1.1 13.6 + 1 . 1 243.3 243.9 247.7 248.0 251.0 248.3 243.9 245.0 218.5 250.0 249.3 247.1 74 14.9 .1 . 8 +19.5 14.4 14.4 14.5 14.2 14.1 14.3 14.4 14.6 15.4 16.3 16.5 16.4 76 37.9 . 2 2.1 - 8 . 4 35.0 35.7 36.4 37.4 37.8 38.4 37.9 38.9 38.8 39.3 40.0 39.5 78 179.6 . 8 9.9 + . 8 181.1 182.6 181.4 187.0 182.7 178.0 174.7 175.6 177.1 178.7 179.6 176.3 79 180.1 . 8 9.9 + 7 . 6 149.4 150.2 157.7 187.5 203.7 197.1 189.6 193.5 201.3 188.2 171.6 167.8 80 69.3 . 3 3.8 + 6 . 4 67.6 67.8 69.1 69.0 69.2 70.3 70.7 71.0 70.4 69.2 68.6 68.7 81 36.0 . 1 2.0 + . 2 36.3 36.3 36.3 36.7 36.7 36.5 35.9 36.0 35.5 35.4 35.3 35.3 82 15.8 . 1 .9 - 4 . 1 17.5 17.6 17.6 17.2 17.1 14.6 11.3 11.3 14.4 17.0 17.1 16.6 83 27.6 . 1 1.5 + 8 . 7 25.1 24.8 25.0 25.7 26.2 26.5 27.0 27.6 28.6 30.8 31.4 32.1 86 126.0 .5 7.0 + 12.7 127.2 126.3 130.0 126.2 126.1 126.0 121.0 120.6 127.0 127.7 125.8 128.2 
90 8 24.3 . 1 1.3 + 7 . 7 23.4 23.0 23.5 24.6 25.7 25.3 24.8 24.4 24.9 24.5 23.9 23.1 94 9 4.9 (10) . 3 - 4 6 . 1 4 .0 4 .0 4 .2 5.4 5.4 5.6 5.7 5.3 5.3 5.2 4.8 4.2 Misce l laneous 11 95.7 . 4 100.0 - 1 6 . 8 92.5 95.0 103.5 95 .3 100.4 98.5 85.7 90 .0 101.2 99.4 96.7 90.6 

1 See t ab l e 2, footnote 1. 
2 F o r t i t l e s of codes, see t a b l e 5. 
3 Affected b y changes in S t a t e l aws a n d I n d u s t r i a l Classification C o d e . 
4 N o t c o m p u t e d ; d a t a n o t c o m p a r a b l e . 
5 In J u n e - J u l y 1940, 2 major N e w York C i t y t r a n s i t c o m p a n i e s t ransfer red from p r i v a t e t o m u n i c i p a l o w n e r s h i p . 

6 I n 1940, cer ta in na t iona l a n d S t a t e b a n k s covered . 
7 I n 1940, new indus t r i a l codes assigned to centra l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e offices. 
8 N e w York accoun t s for all b u t 0.05 pe rcen t of t o t a l . 
9 Wiscons in accoun t s for all b u t 7.68 percent of t o t a l . 

10 Less t h a n 0.05 pe rcen t . 
11 Inc ludes ag r i cu l tu re , forestry, a n d fishery, a n d e s t a b l i s h m e n t s n . e. c. 



Table 5.—Wages in covered employment, by major industry group and quarter, 19401 

[ In t housands ] 

I n d u s t r i a l classification 
T o t a l wages 

J a n u a r y -M a r c h A p r i l -J u n e 
J u l y -S e p t e m ­b e r 

O c t o b e r -Decem­ber 
I n d u s t r i a l classification 

A m o u n t Pe rcen t of to ta l 
P e r c e n t of i n d u s t r y d ivis ion 

J a n u a r y -M a r c h A p r i l -J u n e 
J u l y -S e p t e m ­b e r 

O c t o b e r -Decem­ber 

Total $32,441,754 100.0 $7,482,129 $7,737,577 $8,035,855 $9,186,193 
Mining 1,266,948 3.9 100.0 312,796 300,063 319,785 334,304 
10 Metal mining 196,561 . 6 15.5 44,755 48,843 50,520 52,443 
11 Anthracite mining 118,107 . 4 9.3 31,801 28,225 28,511 29,570 

12 B i t u m i n o u s a n d o the r soft-coal m in ing 536,829 1.6 42.4 139,930 118,358 135,021 143,520 13 C r u d e - p e t r o l e u m a n d na tura l -gas p roduc t ion 318,197 1.0 25.1 78,244 80,703 79,015 80,235 14 N o n m e t a l l i c m i n i n g a n d q u a r r y i n g 97,254 . 3 7.7 18,066 23,934 26,718 28,536 
Construction 1,446,742 4.5 100.0 238,444 340,514 388,107 479,677 15 Bu i ld ing cons t ruc t ion—genera l con t rac to rs 527,483 1.6 36.4 79,403 112,001 129,889 206,190 
16 General contractors, other than building 372,785 1.2 25.8 59,354 91,510 110,892 111,029 17 Construction—special trade contractors 546,474 1.7 37.8 99,687 137,003 147,326 162,458 15,390,254 47.4 100.0 3,532,513 3,593,565 3,805,196 4,458,980 Durable , to ta l 8,340,292 25.7 54.2 1,855,317 1,928,773 2,039,477 2,516,725 
24 Lumber and timber basic products 456,799 1.4 3.0 97,761 110,489 119,057 129,492 25 Furniture and finished lumber products 458,400 1.4 3.0 105,620 108,666 112,050 132,064 32 Stone , c lay, a n d glass p r o d u c t s 502,920 1.6 3.3 109,930 122,354 126,379 144,257 
33 Iron and steel and their products 2,189,208 6.7 14.2 490,186 494,184 547,305 657,533 34 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n e q u i p m e n t (except au tomobi les ) 528,785 1.6 3.4 98,894 114,090 135,296 180,505 35 Nonferrous metals and their products 514,717 1.6 3.3 114,162 116,371 125,095 159,089 
36 Electrical machinery 764,484 2.4 5.0 168,178 179,678 187,670 228,958 37 M a c h i n e r y (except electrical) 1,422,051 4.4 9.2 319,394 334,960 346,950 420,747 38 Au tomob i l e s a n d au tomob i l e e q u i p m e n t 1,049,082 3.2 6.8 246,344 241,568 229,499 331,671 

39 Miscel laneous m a n u f a c t u r i n g indus t r i e s 453,846 1.4 3.0 104,848 106,413 110,176 132,409 Nondurable, total 7,049,962 21.7 45.8 1,677,196 1,664,792 1,765,719 1,942,265 
20 Food and kindred products 1,663,130 5.1 10.8 371,340 403,434 439,323 449,033 21 Tobacco manufacturers 103,486 . 3 . 7 23,485 25,642 25,780 28,579 22 Text i le-mil l p r o d u c t s 1, 202,889 3.7 7.8 294,234 275,400 293,324 339,931 

23 Appare l a n d o the r finished p r o d u c t s m a d e from fabrics a n d s imi lar materials 918,106 2.8 6.0 220,219 206,078 232,652 250,157 
26 Paper and allied products 489,308 1.5 3.2 113,748 118,073 121,702 135,785 

27 P r in t i ng , pub l i sh ing , and allied indus t r i e s 954,148 2.9 6.2 234,105 232,590 230,660 256,733 28 Chemica l s and allied p r o d u c t s 794,781 2 .5 5.1 186,433 188,015 190,954 229,379 29 Products of petroleum and coal 294,440 .9 1.9 68,776 70,760 75,424 79,480 30 Rubber products 246,106 . 8 1.6 58,246 58,247 60,342 69,271 31 Lea the r and lea ther p r o d u c t s 383,568 1.2 2.5 97,550 86,553 95,558 103,907 Transpor t a t ion , c o m m u n i c a t i o n , and o the r pub l i c u t i l i t ies 2,612,005 8.1 100.0 632,331 643,860 651,516 684,298 41 Street, s u b u r b a n , and i n t e r u r b a n ra i lways (o ther t h a n i n t e r s t a t e rail­roads) and c i ty a n d s u b u r b a n b u s l ines 265,728 . 8 10.2 72,508 69,628 61,306 62,286 
42 T r u c k i n g and /o r warehous ing for hire 446,915 1.4 17.1 101,208 107,220 111,232 127,255 43 Other t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , except wa te r t r an spo r t a t i on 183,410 .6 7.0 43,136 43,982 46,367 49,925 44 W a t e r t r an spo r t a t i on 82,335 . 3 3.2 19,445 20,200 20,039 22,651 45 Services allied to t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , no t elsewhere classified 158,544 .5 6.1 38,126 38,927 38,84 42,642 46 C o m m u n i c a t i o n : T e l e p h o n e , t e legraph , a n d re la ted services 656,296 2.0 25.1 160,262 162,124 165,027 168,883 48 Uti l i t ies : Electric a n d gas 792,227 2.4 30.3 191,405 195,094 201,881 203,847 49 Local ut i l i t ies a n d local pub l i c services, no t e lsewhere classified 26,550 . 1 1.0 6,241 6,685 6,815 6,809 Wholesale and retail trade 7,458,913 23.0 100.0 1,743,495 1,802,278 1,814,036 2,099,104 
50 Full-service and l imited-funct ion wholesalers 1,257,137 3.0 16.9 291,163 299,904 299,745 363,325 51 Wholesale d i s t r i bu to r s , o the r t h a n full-service a n d l imi ted-funct ion 1,426,161 4.4 19.1 337,901 347,475 351,962 388,813 

53 Retail general merchandise 965,024 3.0 12.9 220,075 222,066 224,161 298,732 54 Retail food ( includes l iquor stores) 697,877 2.1 9.4 167,038 173,573 174,869 182,397 55 Retail automotive 555,328 1.7 7.4 126,345 139,129 134,656 155,198 56 Retail appare l a n d accessories 400,315 1.2 5.4 95,101 96,777 91,922 116,515 57 Retail t r ade , not e lsewhere classified 749,250 2 .3 10.0 177,346 180,326 181,749 209,829 
71 Eating and drinking places 503,938 1.6 6.8 117,492 123,502 130,336 132,608 75 Filling stations, garages, and automobile repair services 196,250 .6 2.6 45,672 48,342 49,513 52,723 52 Other wholesale and retail t r ade 707,643 2.2 9.5 162,362 171,184 175,133 198,964 

Finance, insurance, and real estate 1,959,774 6.0 100.0 475,862 483,063 480,061 520,788 60 B a n k s and t rus t compan ies 468,725 1.4 23.9 114,181 114,514 115,598 124,432 
61 Security dealers and i n v e s t m e n t b a n k i n g 144,736 .4 7.4 36,400 36,363 32,959 39,014 62 F inance agencies, no t e lsewhere classified 142,541 . 4 7 .3 33,802 34,517 34,307 39,855 63 Insurance carriers 679,381 2.1 34.7 167,071 168,600 168,401 175,309 64 Insurance agents and brokers 92,660 . 3 4.7 22,291 22,389 21,998 25,982 65 Real estate dealers, agents, and brokers 341,221 1.1 17.4 80,687 84,519 85,254 91,361 66 Real e s ta te , insurance , loans, law offices: Any c o m b i n a t i o n . 52,608 . 2 2.7 12,175 12,884 12,712 14,837 67 Hold ing compan ies (except real estate holding companies ) 37,902 . 1 1.9 9,855 9,277 8,772 9,998 Service 2,262,134 6.8 100.0 521,452 547,018 552,212 581,452 
70 Hotels , rooming houses , c a m p s , a n d o the r lodging places 308,545 .9 14.0 73,761 75,450 82,481 76,853 72 Personal services 477,516 1.5 21.7 111,740 120,413 119,725 125,638 73 Bus iness services, no t e lsewhere classified 430,428 1.3 19.5 103,935 105,333 103,926 117,234 
74 Employment agencies a n d commerc ia l and t r a d e schools 21,551 . 1 1.0 4,870 4,846 5,283 6,552 76 Miscellaneous repair services and hand trades 55,597 . 2 2.5 12,548 13,578 13,750 15,721 78 Mot ion p ic tures 326,960 1.0 14.9 80,458 82,504 79,285 84,713 79 A m u s e m e n t and recreat ion a n d rela ted services, no t e lsewhere classified 183,119 .6 8.3 38,215 47,749 50,740 46,415 

80 Medical and other health services 76,873 . 2 3.5 18,356 18,938 19,143 20,436 81 Law offices and related services 66,887 . 2 3.0 16,390 16,231 15,962 18,304 82 Educational i n s t i t u t i ons a n d agencies 19,907 . 1 .9 5,504 5,016 3,782 5,605 83 O the r professional a n d social-service agencies a n d i n s t i t u t i ons 60,063 . 2 2.7 13,104 13,464 14,355 19,140 86 Nonprofit membership organizations 136,268 .4 6.2 33,515 33,658 33,778 35,287 90 Domestic service 2 32,732 . 1 1.5 7,932 8,375 8,295 8,130 91 Regular Government agencies 3 5,688 (4) . 3 1,094 1,463 1.707 1,424 
Miscellaneous 5 104,981 . 3 100.0 25,236 27,216 24,942 27,590 

1 See tab le 3, footnote 1. 
2 New York accoun t s for all bu t 0.05 percent of to ta l . 
3 Wisconsin accoun t s for all b u t 9.06 percent of t o t a l . 

4 Less than 0.05 percent. 
5 Includes agriculture, forestry, and fishery, and establishments n. e. c. 



covered workers who found employment in 
manufacturing and construction. 
Nature of the Data 

The data here presented represent comprehen­
sive and accurate monthly and quarterly statistics 
on employment and wages, classified by industry. 
With approximately 90 percent of the workers in 
the covered industries employed in establishments 
covered by the State unemployment compensa­
tion laws, the data reported to the Social Security 
Board represent virtually a complete census for 
the industries covered. Tabulations of these 
data are shown in this report in summary form 
only. A more detailed presentation will appear in 
the Social Security Yearbook, 1941, and in the 
annual monograph. 

Only a few State agencies compiled employment 
and wage data in 1937, and, although all States 
submitted reports for 1938, complete data by 
major industry group for all States first became 
available in 1939. 

Employment figures represent the number of 
covered employees on pay rolls during the last pay 
period ended within each month. Wages repre­
sent the total amount of wages paid or payable to 
all covered workers during the whole of each 
calendar quarter. Employment and wage data 
are, therefore, not strictly comparable, since some 
workers who are employed and have earnings 
during a calendar quarter may not be employed 
during the last pay periods ending in 1 or all of the 
3 months in the quarter; they would thus not ap­
pear in the employment figures but their wages 
would be included in the wage data. 

Various limitations must be considered in using 
employment and wage data on covered workers 
as measures of total employment and wages. The 
figures do not include the employment or wages of 
certain groups of the working population which 
are excluded from coverage by size-of-firm and 
type-of-employment limitations in State laws, 
which, moreover, vary from State to State. 
Differences among States are relatively minor for 

the latter, but variations in size-of-firm coverage 
affect the comparability of the data. In Decem­
ber 1940, 25 States were patterning their coverage 
after the Federal Unemployment Tax Act by 
including only firms employing eight or more 
workers; 11 included all firms with one or more 
employees, while coverage in the remaining 15 
States ranged between these limits. 

Comparisons with data for earlier years are 
somewhat impaired by changes in both size-of-firm 
and type-of-business coverage which became 
effective in 1940. Illinois lowered its size-of-firm 
provision from employers of eight or more to 
employers of six or more, effective January 1, 1940. 
Minnesota, which had formerly covered all em­
ployers of one or more workers, excluded from 
coverage employers of less than eight workers 
operating outside the corporate limits of cities of 
10,000 or more. Moreover, again in line with 
amendments to the Federal Unemployment Tax 
Act, some States were operating under revised 
definitions of agricultural employment, thus ex­
cluding certain employees engaged in commercial 
operations connected with the handling of agri­
cultural products, while, on the other hand, most 
States for the first time covered employees of 
national banks and banks which were members of 
the Federal Reserve System. 

The data are classified in accordance with the 
Social Security Board Industrial Classification 
Code. Each place of business is coded on the 
basis of its principal activity. If a firm conducts 
different activities at its various establishments, 
separate industry identification numbers are 
assigned to each establishment. For example, if 
a firm engaged primarily in manufacturing also 
operates retail outlets, separate employment and 
wage data would be reported for each of the 
functions. Thus, employment and wages for 
multi-unit employers reported to the Bureau of 
Employment Security are classified under the 
industrial activity and State in which operations 
are conducted rather than according to the primary 
industry or location of the reporting employer. 


